
Minutes 
approved on: 

 

 Clerk: Mrs S E Roberts 
Shinfield Parish Hall 
School Green 
Shinfield 
Reading 
RG2 9EH  
Tel: (0118) 988 8220 
E-mail: clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

   

Shinfield Parish Council:  serving the communities 
of Grazeley, Ryeish Green, Shinfield North, 
Shinfield village, Spencers Wood and Three Mile 
Cross. 
 

DRAFT 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on Wednesday 02 May 2018 in 
The John Heggadon meeting room, Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs. 

 
Present: Cllrs N Boyer, I Clarke, G Hewett, P Hughes, L James, I Montgomery and D Peer.  
Attending: Mrs. S Roberts (Clerk); K Hughes (Deputy Clerk) 
 
17/RA/61 Public Questions 
 There were none 

 
17/RA/62 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 

62.1 No apologies were received. The Clerk reported that Cllr C Hughes had resigned from 
the council.   

62.2 There were no declarations of members’ interest.   
  
17/RA/63 Minutes  
 63.1 Minutes of 26 March 2018 meeting 

The minutes of the committee meeting of 26 March 2018 were approved as a correct 
record of the meeting and these were signed by Cllr Clarke.  

 63.2 Matters arising  
  63.2.1  Grass cutting for Spencers Wood Recreation Ground during car park works 

The Deputy Clerk reported that this had been done.  
  63.2.2  Litter picking for Church Lane  

The Deputy Clerk reported that she had contacted Wokingham Borough 
Council, who met with the contractor in April. She noted that she has asked 
whether the frequency can be increased from six weekly, and is waiting to hear 
back.  
Cllr Hewett reported on fly tipped waste left on Church Lane. The Deputy Clerk 
noted that this had been reported via ‘FixMyStreet’ and had since been 
cleared.  

  63.2.3  Open Air Cinema at Spencers Wood Recreation Ground 
The Clerk reported that she is waiting to hear back from Andy Glencross 
regarding the cinema at Dinton Pastures. She reported that a risk assessment 
form has been received from Berkshire Events, and that she is waiting for 
confirmed event dates from them. The Clerk was asked to circulate any further 
information received to members.  

  63.2.4  CCTV  
    Cllr Hewett noted that this is still to be actioned.  
  63.2.5  Mays Farm SANG fencing 
    Cllr Clarke reported that new fencing around the pond has been installed.  
  63.2.6  Locality consultation 
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The Clerk reported that the locality online questionnaire will go live on the 
website on 3 May. Any member who wishes to give feedback can do so. She 
reported that the public consultation event will be held on Wednesday 23 May 
at Caf’ Active. Locality will be present from 9am, and there will be two 
structured feedback sessions, from 4-6pm and 7-9pm.  

  63.2.7  Millworth Lane 
Cllr Clarke updated members on the progress with the playground 
refurbishment project at Millworth Lane. The Clerk reported that she and Cllr 
Boyer had met on site with three playground providers, and that to date, one 
design, and one list of options has been received back.  
 
The Clerk noted that this has been an idea gathering exercise, and that no 
formal brief has been issued to the playground companies.  

 
Members noted that there are concerns with the line of trees, noted 
uncertainty around whether the playground should encompass the existing 
MUGA site, as well as the current fenced playground area, and noted an 
ongoing issue with parking for both the recreation ground and the 
neighbouring tennis club site.  

 
Following discussion, members requested to defer any further decision until 
the remaining playground design and quote has been received.  

  63.2.8  Shinfield Cricket Club 
Cllr Clarke reported on an updated business case that has been received from 
Shinfield Cricket Club, which has been circulated to members. Following 
discussion, Cllr James offered to meet with the club and discuss a number of 
issues raised, and report back to the committee.  

  63.2.9  Bulb Planting 
Cllr Clarke reported on the bulb planting project, and expressed his 
disappointment, noting that the late planting and poor spring weather has 
impacted the flowering.  
Following discussion, members agreed to proceed with plans for wild flower 
seed beds, and asked the Deputy Clerk to contact Earley Town Council about 
their seed beds, to determine whether Shinfield Parish Council could 
commission them to carry out the work for us.  

 
17/RA/64 Property and allotment reports 
 64.1 Members reviewed a report on hall bookings and enquiries for March and April. 

Members requested that the day of the week be included for ad-hoc bookings. Cllr P 
Hughes reported on an approach to the council to provide space for afterschool care, 
and noted the large waiting list for after school care at Shinfield Infant and Nursery 
School. Following discussion, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk were asked to follow up on 
actions to progress this option further.    

 
 64.2 The Deputy Clerk reported that the new bins have been ordered and are expected to be 

delivered on 31st May. Members discussed the litter collection contract, and noted that 
it is due for renewal. The Clerk and Deputy Clerk were asked to report back to the next 
meeting with recommendations for the litter collection contract.  

 
  64.3 The Clerk reported on a proposal for a short term larger scale secure waste collection, to 

dispose of paperwork no longer required, and for an ongoing contract for a smaller 
secure waste collection for the office. Members RESOLVED to approve the request.  

 
 64.4 The Clerk and Deputy Clerk reported on an incident of offensive graffiti at the skate park 

on Spencers Wood Recreation Ground, carried out over the previous weekend. 
Members noted that the incident has been reported to the police, the Clerk and Deputy 
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Clerk have obtained quotes for removal, the council’s insurers have been notified and a 
claim made, and the work to remove the graffiti has been scheduled. The Clerk 
confirmed that a sum of money, less the £250 policy excess, has been paid to the council 
by the council’s insurers.  

 64.5 Cllr P Hughes reported on a proposal for the transfer of Deardon Field from Wokingham 
Borough Council to Shinfield Parish Council. Following discussion, members RESOLVED 
to RECOMMEND option 2 to the full council as enhanced community asset transfer 
terms for a lease to SPC for up to 30 years (full details circulated to members), in 
summary as follows: 

 

 Payments in years 1, 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 would be £22,214 and £88.853 in year 3; 

 The commuted sums retained by WBC against future liabilities to be:  £177,707 
after 5 years; £155,494 after 10 years; £111,067 after 20 years; £88,853 after 25 
years, and zero after 30 years, based upon transfer of the freehold title.   

 Break clause operable by WBC with 6 months’ notice if asset not being used for 
intended purpose, failure to fulfill repairing obligations, or proper management. 

 Break clause operable by WBC with 2 years notice if land or any part thereof 
identified for an alternative use within adopted planning policy documents. 

 WBC has £54, 640.54 available for capital expenditure to enhance amenity value 
subject to parish council submitting a suitable costed scheme to WBC.  No lease to 
commence until a suitable costed scheme has been agreed and implemented. 

 
 64.6 Cllr P Hughes reported on updates from the University of Reading, including: 

 Proposals from the University of Reading regarding the allotments identified in 
outline development plans for land beyond Deardon Field.  

 Proposal for additional grasscrete parking for the allotments south of footpath 16,   
on land to the rear of Holder Close.  

 Development of the cricket pitch and the pavilion building on land at The Manor is 
expected to commence soon, and be completed during the summer of 2020.  

 There is no identified funding for improvements to the top section of footpath 11, 
adjacent to Honeysuckle Day Nursery.  

 He reported that further details will be sought at a meeting with the University of 
Reading, scheduled for 23 May.  
 

 64.7 Cllr P Hughes reported that he has liaised with Wokingham Borough Council regarding 
the fencing alongside Skylark Way, and is waiting to hear back from the highways 
department.  

  
 64.8 Cllr Clarke reported on the work to the jubilee trees, and noted that many of these trees 

are commemorative.   
 
 64.9 The Clerk reported on matters relating to the parish hall refurbishment. She reported 

that one matter relating to the length of the first pair of doors in the corridor has been 
raised with Oakleaf, and some additional seals will be added. She reported that a final 
inspection will be required before the project can be signed off.  

  She reported that a reinstatement insurance inspection has been carried out.  
 
 64.10 The Clerk reported on a need to replace a mixer tap at Spencers Wood Pavilion, and 

reported on a quote obtained for the works. Members RESOLVED to APPROVE the 
request.  

 
 64.11  Members reviewed a table of allotment provision and costs for neighbouring town and 

parishes, for comparative purposes.  Members reviewed the details of Shinfield Parish 
Council’s allotment occupancy and vacancy rates.  
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17/RA/65 Future of the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
 65.1  Members reviewed a report on the future of the committee, and Cllr Clarke invited 

comments from members on the report.   
 65.2 The Clerk noted to members that due to the loss of Cllr Pike, the council will no longer 

qualify to retain the General Power of Competence from 21st May.  
 65.3 Members discussed the creation of a new committee. Following discussion, it was 

proposed by Cllr Montgomery, seconded by Cllr Hewett and members RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the establishment of a new ‘Community Services Committee’.   

 
17/RA/66 Correspondence 
 The following item of correspondence was noted: 

 Letter from Nigel Jeffries Landscapes  
 
17/RA/67 Date of next meeting 
 The date of the next committee meeting was confirmed as Monday 18 June 2018 at 19.30 hrs 
   
 

The meeting ended at 21.20 pm. 
 
List of actions 
 

Ref Action Action by 

63.2.3 Circulate any further information received regarding the open air 
cinema to members 

Clerk 

63.2.8 Meet with Shinfield Cricket Club to discuss business case Cllr James and 
Deputy Clerk 

63.2.9 Contact Earley Town Council regarding wild flower seed beds Deputy Clerk 

64.1 Follow up on actions regarding request for use of the parish hall for 
after school care 

Clerk & Deputy 
Clerk 

64.2 Report back on recommendations for SPCs litter contract at next 
meeting 

Clerk / Deputy 
Clerk  

65.1 Give any comments on the report on the future of the committee to the 
Clerk / Committee Chairman 

All members 

 


