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To all members of Shinfield Parish Council

Notice is hereby given, and you are summoned to attend a Meeting of the Full Council on
Wednesday, 23 July 2025, commencing at 19:30
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Bruce Winton
Chief Executive and Clerk to the Parish Council
18™ July 2025

Members: Clirs Boyer, Clarke, Fernandes, Hoyle, Jahromi, James, Johnson, Jones, Lias,

Masseron, Matic, Montgomery, Peer and Tatla (Chair)

Agenda

1.

Public Questions
1.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER questions from the public

Apologies and declaration of members’ interest
2.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER members’ apologies for absence
2.2 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER declarations of members’ interests
2.3 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary
interest

Co-option of a Parish Councillor

3.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER the co-option of Corrine Bowler as a Shinfield
Parish Councillor*

Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 28" May 2025 and 25" June 2025
4.1 To RECEIVE and APPROVE the amended minutes of the Annual Council
meeting held on 28" May 2025*
4.2 To RECEIVE and APPROVE the minutes of Full Council meeting held on
25" June 2025*
4.3 To RECEIVE information on matters arising from the minutes of the meeting
held on 25" June 2025

Shinfield Parish Council: serving the communities of
Grazeley, Ryeish Green, Shinfield North, Shinfield village,
Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross



5.

6.

10.

11.

12.

Reports from Borough Councillors
5.1 To RECEIVE and NOTE reports from Borough Councillors*
5.2 To raise any questions to Wokingham Borough Council via the Borough
Councillors.

Reports from Committees and associated Working Parties

6.1 To RECEIVE and NOTE the draft minutes of the Facilities Committee held on
2" July 2025* and an update from the Chair

6.2 To RECEIVE and NOTE the draft minutes of the Arts Culture and Events
Committee held on 3™ July 2025* and an update from the Chair

6.3 To RECEIVE and APPROVE the revised terms of reference for the Arts, Culture
and Events Committee*

6.4 To RECEIVE and NOTE the draft minutes of the Planning and Highways
Committee held on 9™ July 2025* and an update from the Chair

6.5 To RECEIVE and NOTE the draft minutes of the Staffing Committee dated
16" July 2025* and an update from the Chair

6.6 To RECEIVE and NOTE a verbal report from the Corporate Governance
Working Party

6.7 To RECEIVE a verbal report from the Chair of the Council

6.8 To RECEIVE reports from outside bodies

6.9 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER a request for nominations for Shinfield Parish
Council Trustees to Spencers Wood Village Hall

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
7.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER a request from Wokingham Borough Council for
funding towards a pedestrian crossing on Shinfield Road*

Community Governance Review
8.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER the proposed ward boundaries for Shinfield Parish
Council proposed by Wokingham Borough Council*

Vision
9.1 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER initial thoughts from the Chair for a vision of the
Parish*

Invoices for payment
10.1  To RECEIVE and NOTE Lloyds Bank payment of invoices within the Clerk’s
financial delegation*
10.2  To RECEIVE and NOTE Barclaycard payment of invoices within the Clerk’s
financial delegation*
10.3  To RECEIVE and APPROVE payments due to be made that are outside the
Clerk’s financial delegation*

Correspondence
11.1 To RECEIVE and NOTE any correspondence received

Date of Next Meeting
12.1  The date of the next Full Council Meeting will be held on 24" September 2025



Full Council
July 2025
Item 3.1

Co-option of Councillor- Corrine Bowler

I am a highly experienced professional with a distinguished career spanning over 30
years in law enforcement, primarily with Thames Valley Police, where | served as a
Police Officer and Detective. My expertise includes investigations, interviewing, risk
assessment, and offender management, with significantexperience in handling serious
crimes such as murder, abduction, and firearms offenses. | have held leadership roles,
including Acting Detective Sergeant, and worked collaboratively with various agencies
such as the Prison Service, Probation, and Local Authorities. | have also contributed to
training initiatives, including the facilitation of Family Liaison Officer training.

Since retiring from the police force, | have continued to apply my skills as an
Investigator for the Ministry of Defence and, more recently, as a Civilian Investigator
with Hampshire and Isle of Wight Police, mentoring and coaching trainee detectives.
My qualifications include proficiency in IT systems, surveillance, interviewing
techniques, and disaster victim identification. | have received multiple
commendations for my work, including recognition from Crown Court Judges and Chief
Constables.

| am seeking to become a Councillor of Shinfield Parish Council as | want to use my
skills and experience for the benefit of my local community. My interests include golf,
gardening, dog walking, and engaginginlocal activities, demonstrating my commitment
to community involvement.
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Minutes of a meeting of Full Council
Held on Wednesday, 28t May 2025
At School Green Centre commencing at 19:30

Present: Clirs Boyer, Clarke, Fernandes, Grimes, Hoyle, Jahromi, James, Johnson, Lias,
Masseron, Matic, Peer and Tatla

Attending: BClIr Glover
B Winton (Clerk)
S Herring (Deputy Clerk)

2 members of the public

25/44 Election of Chair of the Council

44.1 Cllr Grimes opened the meeting by confirming his resignation from Shinfield Parish
Council after the meeting. He would therefore not be standing for the position as Chair.

Two nominations had been received for Chair of the Council for 2025 to 2026

1) Clir Boyer
2) CliIr Tatla

The Chair proposed that the election be carried out by secret ballot, thereby overriding
Standing Order 2e “The election of the Chairman shall be by show of hands.” and
enacting Standing Order 5xvi “to suspend any standing order except those that are
mandatory by law”. Standing Order 2e is not deemed to be mandatory.

Proposed: Cllr Grimes
Seconded: Cllr Masseron
Agreed: Unanimously

It was unanimously AGREED to elect the Chair by secret ballot.

44.2 The result of the ballot was ClIr Tatla 7 votes and Clir Boyer 6 votes. Clir Grimes declined
to vote.

Cllr Tatla was elected as Chair of the Council for 2025 to 2026

44.3 Clir Tatla signed a declaration of acceptance of office as Chair of the Council

Draft Minutes
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Election of Vice-Chair(s) of the Council

Standing Order 2f states “the newly elected Chair shall indicate their rationale for 1 or 2
Vice-Chairs”.

The Chair proposed that there should be two Vice-Chairs with defined roles. This should
be reviewed annually, giving consideration to the amount of work to be done in relation

to corporate governance.

1) Finance and Staffing
2) Corporate Governance

Two nominations had been received for Vice-Chair of the Council for 2025 to 2026

1) Clir James — Finance and Staffing
2) Cllr Masseron — Corporate Governance

The election was by show of hands

Clir James was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair (Finance & Staffing) of the Council for
2025 to 2026

Clir Masseron was elected as Vice-Chair (Corporate Governance) of the Council for 2025
to 2026. The voting was 12 for, 1 abstention

Clir James signed a declaration of acceptance of office as Vice-Chair (Finance & Staffing)
of the Council

Clir Masseron signed a declaration of acceptance of office as Vice-Chair (Corporate
Governance) of the Council

Apologies and declaration of members’ interests

Apologies for absence had been received from Clir Montgomery, BCllrs Gray and Rance
There were no declarations of members’ interest

There were no changes to members declaration of pecuniary interest

Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 22" May 2024

Members NOTED the Annual Council minutes of 22" May 2024 that had been approved
and signed at the Full Council meeting held on 26 June 2024.

Public Questions

There were no public questions

Committee appointments 2025/26

Facilities Committee
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Membership of the Facilities Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs Boyer, Clarke, Jahromi, James, Johnson, Masseron and Peer

Arts, Culture and Events Committee

Membership of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs Jahromi, James, Jones, Matic, Montgomery, Peer and Tatla

Planning and Highways Committee

Membership of the Planning and Highways Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs Boyer, Fernandes, Hoyle, Jahromi, James, Lias, Masseron and Peer

Staffing Committee

Membership of the Staffing Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs James, Masseron, Montgomery and Peer

Children and Young Adults Committee

Membership of the Children and Young Adults Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs Fernandes, Johnson, Matic, Montgomery and Tatla

Finance Committee
Membership of the Finance Committee for 2025/2026 would be:-
Clirs James, Masseron and Tatla plus the chairs of all other council standing committees

and up to two other members.

Chairs of committees would be elected at the first meeting of the standing committee
following the Annual Council meeting.

Meeting Schedule 2026/2027

The proposed meeting schedule for 2026/2027 was circulated with the agenda. This
followed the pattern agreed for 2025/26 in January 2025.

Members APPROVED the meeting schedule for 2026/2027.

Proposed: Cllr Matic
Seconded: Cllr Jahromi
Agreed: Unanimously

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to send out diary invites for the approved meeting schedule
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Appointments to outside bodies

The following representatives were APPOINTED to serve on the outside bodies:

Outside Body

2025/26

Fields NAG

Cllr Peer

AWE Liaison Committee

Cllr Montgomery

Berkshire Association of Local Councils
(BALC)

Clir Peer

Borough/Parish Liaison Forum

Clirs Peer and Tatla

Godson Charity

Andrew Oughton

Grazeley Village Hall Management
Committee

ClIr Lias

Natural History Museum

Cllr Fernandes

Shinfield St Mary’s CE(VA) Junior School

Cllr Fernandes

Shinfield United Charities

Cllr Montgomery and ClirJahromi

Shinfield Volunteer Group

lan Young to act as liaison
between group and SPC

Youth Club

Cllr Montgomery and Clir Johnson

Spencers Wood Village Hall Committee

Cllrs James and Matic

Wokingham Veteran Tree Association

SPC vacancy and Elaine Butler

Subscriptions

Members unanimously APPROVED the representatives.

The following subscriptions were due to be paid for 2025/26

Description £
(Exc VAT)
Association of Local Councils
Of which Berkshire (invoice £1,400) 2,600
National (invoice £1,200)

Berkshire Youth (Associate Membership) 50
National Allotment Society 60
Clerks & Councils Direct 80

Members APPROVED the payment of the subscriptions listed above.

Proposed: Clir Johson
Seconded: Cllr Boyer
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to arrange for the payment of the subscriptions listed above when due
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Licences for 2025/2026

The following Licences were due for renewal for 2025/2026

Description f (Exc VAT)
Television Licence — The Manor 175
Television Licence — School Green Centre 175
Television Licence — Spencers Wood Pavilion 175
Television Licence — High Copse Pavilion 175
PPL — PRS Music Licence 600
Information Commissioners Office 73

Members APPROVED the payment of the Licences listed above.

Proposed: Clir Boyer
Seconded: Cllr Peer
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to arrange for the Licences listed above to be paid as and when due
Risk Register

The Risk Register was regularly review by the Finance and General Purposes Committee
and had been circulated with the agenda.

Members NOTED the Risk Register

Minutes of the Meetings held on 23™ April 2025

The minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23" April 2025 were approved and signed
by the Chair as a correct record.

Proposed: Cllr Grimes
Seconded: Cllr Clarke
Approved: Unanimously

The following matters arising were discussed:

Clerk to add an agenda item to the Planning and Highways Committee agenda in May
to discuss what they felt should be provided with in respect of S106 and WBC CIL from
any development relating to PA 233038

This had been done and would now be discussed by the Finance and General
Purposes Committee to draw up a five-year plan for future planning applications.
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Clerk to write to the government departments to establish the collective government
position regarding the significance of DEPZs in the planning with respect to the safety
of current and future residents

This had been done. No responses or acknowledgements had yet been received.

ACTION — Clerk to chase up a response to his letters to the government departments
to establish the collective government position regarding the significance of DEPZs in
the planning with respect to the safety of current and future residents

Clerk to write to BClIr Bray to reinforce the concerns of Shinfield Parish Council (SPC)
regarding the lack of primary school places in the parish and request an update on the
proposed Spencers Wood Primary School and extension of Alder Grove Primary
School.

This had been done and the Clerk was arranging the next Education Working Party
meeting to allow further discussion.

ACTION — Clerk to arrange the next Education Working Party and invite
representatives from Oakbank School, Swallowfield Parish Council and one parent

BClIr Gray to raise the question at the Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) School
Place Planning meeting

BClIr Gray was unable to attend the meeting but his report stated:-

“I have been in touch with BClIr Bray and other officers regarding Spencer’s
Wood Primary school. This has been discussed at the WBEP which met earlier
this month but the minutes are not public so the feedback | have has been
vague on what was discussed, although it is being discussed. It looks like the
final decision will be taken at executive level in September, | am looking at
what can be brought to Children’s Overview and Scrutiny to find out more
information. | am very much behind ensuring that more primary places are
available in Shinfield.”

Clerk to arrange a meeting of the Education Working Party
The Clerk advised that he had potential dates for this meeting and would confirm
availability with the newly elected Chair of the council before confirming a date and

inviting others to join the meeting.

Clerk to add an item to the agenda of the Annual Council meeting to request a
representative to work with Spencers Wood Village Hall

This was on the agenda. See minute 25/51.1
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25/37.1 BClirs to ask Planning Enforcement why planning obligations with developers were
not being followed up

ACTION - BClIr Glover agreed to follow up with Planning Enforcement why planning
obligations with developers were not being followed up

25/37.5 Clerk to add the revised Standing Orders to the agenda of the meeting in May
This was on the agenda item 13.5 — see minute 56.5

25/39.1 Clerk to add the development of Millworth Recreation Ground to the agenda of the
Facilities Committee in May

This would be a regular item on the agenda of the Facilities Committee.

25/39.2 Clerk to add ‘Fitness Centre’ at Millworth Recreation Ground to the agenda of the
Facilities Committee in May

The committee had discussed the implementation of the Fitness element of the
recreation ground. The building surveyor was progressing this element.

25/41.1 Clerk to complete the TVPCC survey on behalf of SPC and submit the responses
This had been done.

25/41.2 Members to inform the Clerk of any training courses they would like included in the
BALC training list

No requests had been received to date. Members to email any requests to the
Deputy Clerk as soon as possible.

25/41.3 CllIr Peer to attend the meeting on 1t May regarding the proposed development of
Loddon Garden Village

Clir Peer and the Clerk had attended the meeting with other parishes. It was
unanimously agreed that all parishes were concerned about potential uncontrolled
outcomes with reserved matters and proposed that a monitoring officer be appointed
to liaise between the parishes, Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) and the
developers. This should be someone with experience that could pre-empt situations.

ACTION — ClIr Fernandes agreed to share documents he had worked on regarding the
challenges.

25/42.2 Clerk to arrange the signing of the Lease between Fresh Berkshire Ltd (trading as
Crumbs Ltd) and SPC

This was still with the lawyers to finalise the necessary paperwork.

ACTION - Clerk to arrange the signing of the Lease between Fresh Berkshire Ltd
(trading as Crumbs Ltd) and SPC
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25/42.3 Clerk to arrange for the installation of the Hatch in the Café area

55.1

55.2

This was planned to be installed during the summer school holidays
Reports from Borough Councillors

Members NOTED the written reports from BCllrs Gray and Rance
Questions raised relating to the Wokingham Borough Councillors reports:-

» BClIr Gray had reported that Wokingham Borough Council had included, in the
new borough constitution, that parish councillors now had the ability to ask a
question at WBC full council and committee meetings. This would take effect
from 15t June 2025.

» It was recognised that Cllr Rance had carried out a huge amount of work
investigating whether the selling of cars at the School Green Car Park could be
stopped. There did not appear to be any route available for this to be enforced.

ACTION - Clerk contact Matt Gould, WBC to investigate further.

» BClIr Glover gave a verbal report:-
e Adrian Betteridge, WBC would like to meet with all parishes
regarding Active Travel
e Martin Alder was now the Executive Member for Planning
e BClIr Glover was now on the WBC Planning Committee

Members revisited previous discussions regarding the non-
attendance/communication with the other BClIrs. Shinfield Parish Council (SPC)
invited the BClIrs to each of their Full Council meeting. BClIr Glover explained that
there was no official requirement for BClirs to attend parish council meetings,
however, members felt that as they were elected by the parishioners that there
should be communication with the parish council throughout their period of
appointment to inform the parish of the work they were undertaking.

For the public to understand the commitment of individual councillors it was agreed
to publish the attendance record of both parish and borough councillors at the
Annual Council Meeting.

Proposed: Cllir Hoyle
Seconded: Cllr Masseron
Agreed: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to publish a table showing attendance of both parish and borough
councillors in the papers for the Annual Council Meeting in 2026.

Item 25/56.6 was taken at this point after which Cllr Grimes left the meeting
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Reports from Committees and associated Working Parties
Facilities Committee

Clir Johnson reported that

» Shinfield Rangers had been given a tour of High Copse Pavilion.

» A plan had been worked on relating to the use of the cricket pitch.

» Suggested that signs to High Copse Pavilion be erected as people were finding it
difficult to locate.

» The plans for Millworth Sports Park were being worked on.

» Progress was being made with discussions about the installation of youth
shelters.

» The committee were exploring ideas for a Pump track.

Members NOTED the minutes of Facilities Committee held on 7th May 2025
ClIr Lias left the meeting

Arts, Culture and Events Committee

Cllr Matic thanked everyone who had worked on making the VE80 Celebrations a
great success.

Members NOTED the minutes of Arts, Culture and Events Committee held on
8t May 2025

Clir Jahromi and B Winton, Chief Executive and Clerk to the Parish Council left the
meeting

Minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee

Clir Peer reported that
» The inspectorate report on Planning Application 233038, Land East of Hayes
Drive, Three Mile Cross was still outstanding.
» The proposed Richborough development in Spencers Wood was moving forward.
» AOC had submitted some plans for a potential village centre in Spencers Wood.

Members NOTED the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee held on
14t May 2025

Minutes of the Staffing Committee

Clir Peer had chaired the meeting in Clir James’ absence and drew attention to item
15 on the agenda (see minute 25/58.1)

Members NOTED the minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 215t May 2025

Corporate Governance Working Party

It had been the intention to bring a revised set of Standing Orders to this meeting but
despite considerable effort they were not yet in a position to put before Full Council.
The revised draft was still undergoing final proof reading and checks for consistency.
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The intention was now to submit a draft to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee in June and then to Full Council for approval.

ACTION — Corporate Governance Working Party to present the revised Standing
Orders to the Finance and General Purposes Committee in June 2025

56.6 Chairman’s Report (this item was taken before Minute 25/56.1)
Cllr Grimes, the former Chair, reported that:-

» He attended the VE80 commemorations and thanked the Clerk and Staff for the
excellent organisation of the event.

» He had held the Parish meeting and was disappointed by the lack of attendance.
This should be referred to the Arts, Culture and Events Committee to plan, in
advance of the meeting next year, for better publicity and activities to draw in
the public.

ACTION — Clerk to add to the agenda of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee the
Annual Parish meeting for 2026.

» He had worked with the Clerk to produce a letter to various government
departments to establish the collective government position regarding the
significance of the DEPZs in the planning, with respect to the safety of current
and future residents. Yuan Yang, MP was ready to take this to the House of
Commons to question the future plan.

Proposed: Cllr Jahromi
Seconded: Cllr Grimes
Agreed: Unanimously

ACTION —To request Yuan Yang, MP to ask the House of Commons what the collective
government position was regarding the significance of the DEPZs in the planning, with
respect to the safety of current and future residents.

Clir Grimes thanked Members for supporting him in his role of Chairman of Shinfield
Parish Council.

Cllr Tatla, Chair thanked ClIr Grimes for all the work he had undertaken.
Cllr Grimes left the meeting

56.7 Reports from Outside Bodies
There were no reports from outside bodies.

Members requested that the joint meetings held between SPC and the University of
Reading (UoR) be reported under this heading.

ACTION —

» Deputy Clerk to send a reminder of the date of the next meeting with the UoR
» Clerk to include this as a regular item for Full Council

10
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Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy

The draft Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy had been considered by the Staffing
Committee and was now submitted for Full Council approval.

Members felt that the policy should be amended so that it is reviewed and
implemented every two years. It was also felt that it should be circulated to all staff
for comment before being resubmitted to the next meeting.

ACTION —
» Clerk to amend the policy to state that it is reviewed and implemented every two
years.
» Clerk to circulate the policy to all staff for comment.
» Clerk to add to the agenda of the Full Council meeting in June for approval.

Staffing Resilience

The Staffing Committee had considered a request from the Clerk for an additional 16
hours administrative support to improve staffing resilience across the Council. The
additional hours would incur expenditure of £13,500 per annum that was not in the
current budget plan.

Members APPROVED the additional expenditure to recruit 16 hours of administrative
support

Proposed: Cllr Peer
Seconded: Cllr Boyer
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to arrange for the 16 hours to be advertised internally in the first
instance

Invoices for Payment

Payments made within the Clerk’s financial delegation

Queries on payments made by individual councillors had been responded to prior to
the meeting.

Members NOTED the payments made within the Clerk’s financial delegation
Payments made on Barclaycard within the Clerk’s financial delegation

Members NOTED the payments made on Barclaycard within the Clerk’s financial
delegation

Payments outside the Clerk’s financial delegation

There were no payments outside the Clerk’s delegation.

11
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Correspondence
Footpath from Lailey Path to Shinfield Infant School

Rob Curtis, Transport Planning Team Manager, WBC reported that this would be dealt
with by a Transport Planner in his team. They had met with two directors from the
Circle Trust on Tuesday, 6" May who were now discussing the best way to progress
this with their legal team.

“A pre-App letter from our planning consultant to Wokingham’s Planners has been
issued and we await their response. We will continue to do both in parallel in the
hope that both go through smoothly as we don’t want to lose more time.”

Members NOTED the update

Date of Next Meetings

The date of the next Full Council meeting is Wednesday, 25™ June at 19:30

Meeting ended at 21:21

12
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Deputy Clerk to send out diary invites for the approved
meeting schedule

Clerk to arrange for the payment of the subscriptions when
due

Clerk to arrange for the Licences to be paid as and when due

Clerk to chase up a response to his letters to the
government departments to establish the collective
government position regarding the significance of DEPZs in
the planning with respect to the safety of current and future
residents

Clerk to arrange the next Education Working Party and invite
representatives from Oakbank School, Swallowfield Parish
Council and one parent

BClIr Glover agreed to follow up with Planning Enforcement,
why planning obligations with developers were not being
followed up

Cllr Fernandes agreed to share documents he had worked on
regarding the challenges

Clerk to arrange the signing of the Lease between Fresh
Berkshire Ltd (trading as Crumbs Ltd) and SPC

Clerk contact Matt Gould, WBC to further investigate the
selling of cars at the School Green Centre

Clerk to publish a table showing attendance of both parish
and borough councillors in the papers for the Annual Council
Meeting in 2026

Corporate Governance Working Party to present the revised
Standing Orders to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee in June 2025

Clerk to add to the agenda of the Arts, Culture and Events
Committee the Annual Parish meeting for 2026

To request Yuan Yang, MP to ask the House of Commons
what the collective government position was regarding the
significance of the DEPZs in the planning, with respect to the
safety of current and future residents.

Deputy Clerk to send a reminder of the date of the next
meeting with the University of Reading (UoR)
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Clerk to include joint meeting between Shinfield Parish
Council and the UoR as a regular item for Full Council

Clerk to amend the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to
state that it is reviewed and implemented every two years
Clerk to circulate the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy
to all staff for comment.

Clerk to add the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to
the agenda of the Full Council meeting in June for approval.

Clerk to arrange for the 16 hours vacancy for administrative
support internally

14
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Minutes of a meeting of Full Council
Held on Wednesday, 25 June 2025
At School Green Centre commencing at 19:30

Clirs Boyer, Clarke, Fernandes, Hoyle, James, Johnson, Jones, Lias, Masseron, Matic,
Montgomery, Peer and Tatla

BClIr Glover
B Winton (Chief Executive and Clerk)
S Herring (Deputy Clerk)

2 members of the public (1 member of the public left at 20:10)
Public Questions

There were no public questions

Apologies and declaration of members’ interests

Apologies for absence had been received from Clir Jahromi, BCllrs Gray and Rance

There were no declarations of members’ interest
There were no changes to members declaration of pecuniary interest
Minutes of the Annual Council Meetings held on 28" May 2025

The minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 28" May 2025 were approved
subject to a change in wording to the last sentence of minute 25/55.2:-

“For the public to understand the commitment of individual councillors it was agreed to
publish the attendance record of both parish and borough councillors at the Annual
Council Meeting.”

Proposed: Cllr Hoyle
Seconded: Cllr Masseron
Approved: Unanimously

The minutes would be signed by the Chair at the meeting on 23™ July 2025.

ACTION —

» Deputy Clerk to amend the wording accordingly and represent the minutes for
signing at the Full Council meeting on 23rd July 2025

» Clerk to publish a table showing attendance of both parish and borough councillors
in the papers for the Annual Council Meeting.



Annual Council Meeting Minutes 25-06-2025

64.2 The following matters arising were discussed:

25/50.1

25/52.1

25/52.2

25/54.2
25/25.2(16.3)

25/25.2(16.3)

Deputy Clerk to send out diary invites for the approved meeting schedule

This had not yet been done for 2026/27

Clerk to arrange for the payment of the subscriptions when due

This would be done.

Clerk to arrange for the Licences to be paid as and when due

This would be done.

Clerk to chase up a response to his letters to the government departments to

establish the collective government position regarding the significance of DEPZs

in the planning with respect to the safety of current and future residents

The Clerk had received two responses to his letter to government departments
» Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG)

» Ministry of Defence (MoD)

Further information had been requested from
» The Office of Nuclear Regulation (ONR)

No response had been received from
» Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO)
» Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
» Members of Parliament (MP) or Councils

The Clerk would consolidate the responses once he had heard back from all
departments.

ACTION — Clerk to present responses from government departments to the Full
Council meeting in July, subject to a response being received.

Clerk to arrange the next Education Working Party and invite representatives
from Oakbank School, Swallowfield Parish Council and one parent

This had been arranged for 3 July at 10.00 on Teams and representatives from
Swallowfield Parish Council had been invited to the meeting.
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BClIr Glover agreed to follow up with Planning Enforcement, why planning
obligations with developers were not being followed up

BClIr Glover reported that Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) Planning
Department had been prioritising other planning over enforcement and
suggested that specific cases be presented.

ACTION — Clerk to request that all borough clerks present a joint case to
present to WBC

Cllr Fernandes agreed to share documents he had worked on regarding the
challenges regarding development at Loddon Garden Village

Clir Fernandes had sent an outline approach suggesting how to ensure that
S$106 agreements are complied with including approaching the Local
Government Ombusdman.

Clerk to arrange the signing of the Lease between Fresh Berkshire Ltd (trading
as Crumbs Ltd) and SPC

This was currently with the solicitors.
ACTION — Clerk to report back once the lease had been signed

Clerk to contact Matt Gould, WBC to further investigate the selling of cars at
the School Green Centre

The Clerk had contacted WBC car park team and advised that WBC ASB
enforcement were looking at installing temporary CCTV to tackle fly-tipping and
suggested that it could also be used to investigate trading from the car park.
“however this ‘contravention” may fall more in the area of trading
standards/licencing. If they do not have a licence to trade from the car park
then that maybe the route for any future enforcement.”

Clerk to publish attendance of BCllrs at SPC Full Council meetings on the SPC
notice boards

This information would now be published at the Annual Council meeting in May
2026. See Minute 25/64.1 for amendment.

Corporate Governance Working Party to present the revised Standing Orders to
the Finance and General Purposes Committee in June 2025

This had been done - see minute 25/68.1

Clerk to add to the agenda of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee the
Annual Parish meeting for 2026

This would be done.
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To request Yuan Yang, MP to ask the House of Commons what the collective
government position was regarding the significance of the DEPZs in the
planning, with respect to the safety of current and future residents.

This would be done once all responses had been received. See minute 25/54.2
(25/25.2)

Deputy Clerk to send a reminder of the date of the next meeting with the
University of Reading (UoR)

This had been done — see minute 25/67.7

Clerk to include joint meeting between Shinfield Parish Council and the UoR as
a regular item for Full Council

This would be done when a meeting had been held - see minute 67.6

Clerk to amend the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to state that it is
reviewed and implemented every two years

This had been done — see minute 25/68.1

Clerk to circulate the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to all staff for
comment.

This had been done — see minute 25/68.1

Clerk to add the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to the agenda of the Full
Council meeting in June for approval.

This had been done — see minute 25/68.1
Clerk to arrange for the 16 hours vacancy for administrative support internally

This had been advertised internally with interviews taking place on Thursday
26 June.

Annual Accounts and Annual Governance and Accountability Return — Year ending
315t March 2025

65.1 Internal Audit Report

Members NOTED the internal audit report

65.2 Financial Statement for year ended 315 March 2025

Members APPROVED the Financial Statement for year ended 315t March 2025

Proposed: Cllr Montgomery
Seconded: Clir Lias
Approved: Unanimously
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Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 — Section 1

Members APPROVED the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 — Section 1 signed
by the Chair and the Clerk

Proposed: Clir James
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery
Approved: Unanimously

Account Statements 2024/2025 — Section 2

Members APPROVED the Accounting Statements 2024/2025 — Section 2 signed by
the Chair

Proposed: Cllr James
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery
Approved: Unanimously

Notice of public access to AGAR
Members NOTED the public access to AGAR

ACTION - Clerk to display the notice of public access to AGAR on the parish notice
boards and council website from 27 June to 7™ August 2025

Assertion 10
Members NOTED the new Assertion 10 relating to 2025/26
Reappointment of Internal Auditor

Members AGREED to appoint Claire O’Connell as the Internal Auditor for 2025/2026

Proposed: Cllr Montgomery
Seconded: Clir Johnson
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION - Clerk to inform Claire O’Connell of her reappointment as Internal Auditor
for Shinfield Parish Council
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Reports from Borough Councillors
Members NOTED the written reports received from BClirs Glover, Gray and Rance
Questions arising from the reports of the BCllrs

BClIr Glover reported

> that the planning application had changed for Bodies Farm and was now a hybrid
application; the SANG application was a full application and the rest was outline.

> Disappointing that the residents objected to picnic tables on the green space at
the end of Hayes Drive.

» She was awaiting a report following a site visit with Andy Glencross, WBC and ClIr
Clarke relating to the Taylor Wimpy sites.

> Spencers Wood Primary School — WBC are still maintaining that the number of
children will keep falling.

» Loddon Garden Village — no school until 1000 houses had been built. This should
be discussed with Oliver Gill, WBC at the Education Working Party meeting.

Any questions regarding the Boundary changes should be sent to the Clerk to pass
onto BClIr Gray for his meeting the next day. The Clerk reported that WBC had raised
concerns over a request from SPC to dispose of Ward Boundaries as this would make
contested elections less efficient.

Reports from Committees and associated Working Parties
Facilities Committee

As the newly elected Chair of the Facilities Committee, Cllr Johnson thanked Clir
Clarke for all his assistance as outgoing Chair of the committee. He reported that the
four main areas of Committee focus would be:-

3G Pitch at High Copse

Redevelopment of Millworth Recreation Ground
Future of Ryeish Green Paviion

SPC public bins

VV VY

Members NOTED the minutes of Facilities Committee held on 4th June 2025

Children and Young Adults Committee

Members NOTED the minutes of Children and Young Adults Committee held on
5% June 2025
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Minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee

Clir Peer reported on the following:-

> A meeting to review the Neighbourhood Development Plan was scheduled for 26
June 2025

> Still issues outstanding in relation to the use of the property at Bismillah House for
unlicensed taxi business

» Lieutenant’s Cottage — work has made a great improvement

» Nathan Hunt, Shinfield Community Church gave a presentation to the committee
to ask for support for a ‘religious building’ on Loddon Garden Village

» It was noted that the land identified for the Alder Grove School extension has time
constraints attached, and WBC were fully aware of the situation

Members NOTED the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee held on
11* June 2025

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Cllr James reported that

> Bank balances were running high as money identified for the redevelopment of
Millworth Lane Recreation Ground had not yet been spent; money has been
invested to attract extra interest.

» Along-term regular hirer was still required for the Manor Ground Pavilion.

Members NOTED the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held
on 18™ June 2025

Chairman’s Report

Clir Tatla, reported that:-

» She had attended weekly meetings with the Clerk.

» Attended committee meetings to get up to speed with the work of the Council.

» She was looking to get an update on Oakbank School and check progress.
Greenshaw Trust had not officially taken over the school and had been invited to
attend the next meeting of the Education Working Party.

Reports from Outside Bodies

Joint meeting between Shinfield Parish Council and the University of Reading

Notes from the meeting held on 29" May 2025 had been circulated to members prior
to the meeting.

Members NOTED the report from the meeting

AWE Nuclear Securities Technologies, Local Liaison Committee Meeting held on
24th April 2025

Cllr Montgomery had attended the meeting. Notes of the meeting had been
circulated to members prior to the meeting.

Members NOTED the report from the meeting
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The Edmund Godson Charity

Andrew Oughton, Shinfield Trustee had submitted a written report. The report was
circulated to members prior to the meeting.

Members NOTED the report from the meeting
Standing Orders

Members APPROVED the Standing Orders recommended by the Finance and General
Purposes Committee

Proposed: Cllr Johnson
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery
Approved: Unanimously

Members thanked the Corporate Governance Working Party for the work carried out
to update the Standing Orders.

ACTION — Clerk to update the Standing Orders on the Council website

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy

The draft Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy had been considered by the Staffing
Committee and had been submitted to the Annual Council meeting held on 28™ May
2025 for approval. This was now resubmitted following actions from the previous

meeting.

There had been no comments received from staff.

Proposed: Clir Matic
Seconded: Cllr Masseron
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to arrange for the implementation of the policy
Vision

The Chair set out some ideas on a Vision for Shinfield Parish Council in response to a
question from a member of the Council. The current vision was very generic and
operational of the council. A revised vision should state where we are now and the
direction of travel; this will underpin the breath of work the council is trying to
achieve and should be relevant and current.

Clir Tatla explained that the vision had to be a collaboration; a few ideas were

to foster a connected and cohesive community with interaction from the public;
benefit from local growth, for example, working with the new local institutions;
develop partnership working;

empower young people (up to 24 years) to get involved with the community;
work with the University of Reading (UoR) to run workshops, public lectures,
outreach to schools, STEM fairs, bursaries for summer schools;

VVVYVYY
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» empowering young people — Youth Council;

» pop up consultations, panels at events;

» creators fund with small bursaries for podcasts, projects, ticktock and other social
media;

» foster an engaged community — Clir ambassador schemes;

» interactive hub —in conjunction with the UoR;

» live streaming of council meetings;

> stories of residents achievements;

» inclusion of SHINE (Safer, Healthier, Interesting, Neighbourhoods and Engaging)

A four-year parish plan should deliver the vision, create an open dialogue with
residents, build trust and increase transparency.

Members recognised that this would need resources to be successful. Clir Matic
offered his assistance in drawing up a parish plan.

ACTION — Clerk and Chair to develop an outline of a parish vision

Invoices for Payment

Payments made within the Clerk’s financial delegation

Members NOTED the payments made within the Clerk’s financial delegation
Payments made on Barclaycard within the Clerk’s financial delegation

Members NOTED the payments made on Barclaycard within the Clerk’s financial
delegation

Payments outside the Clerk’s financial delegation
There were no payments outside the Clerk’s delegation.

Correspondence

Wokingham Borough Council Constitution

Members NOTED that the provision for questions by Town and Parish Councils at
meetings of Council, Executive and other committees (excluding Planning and

Highways) would come into effect from 15t June 2025.

Clir Glover explained that there was no provision for any questions at the WBC
Planning and Highways Committee.

Consultation results and government response on remote attendance and proxy
voting in local authorities

Members NOTED the response.
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next Full Council meeting is Wednesday, 23™ July at 19:30

Meeting ended at 21:25
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Deputy Clerk to amend the wording accordingly and
represent the minutes for signing at the Full Council meeting
on 23rd July 2025

Clerk to publish a table showing attendance of both parish
and borough councillors in the papers for the Annual Council
Meeting.

Clerk to present responses from government departments
to the Full Council meeting in July, subject to a response
being received in relation to the significance of DEPZs

Clerk to request that all borough clerks present a joint case
to present to WBC regarding enforcing planning obligations
with developers

Clerk to report back once the lease had been signed by Fresh
Berkshire Ltd (trading as Crumbs Ltd) and SPC

Clerk to display the notice of public access to AGAR on the
parish notice boards and council website from 27" June to

7% August 2025

Clerk to inform Claire O’Connell of her reappointment as
Internal Auditor for Shinfield Parish Council

Clerk to update the Standing Orders on the Council website

Clerk to arrange the implementation of the Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion Policy

Clerk and Chair to develop an outline of a parish vision
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Borough Councillor Reports
Councillor Glover
(I’'ve highlighted in anything that wasn’t in my report to Planning and Highways Committee)
1. Cycleway marking and signing
2. Lidl crossing
3. Maintenance of Hyde End Lane footpath
4. Lailey Path to Shinfield Infants School footway
5. Hollow Lane / Arborfield Road speed limit reduction
6. Three Mile Cross improvements
7. Surface Dressing
8. New Highways policies
9. Woodcock Lane
10. Body’s Farm planning application
11. Green spaces: Ecological Mitigation Zone beyond Hayes Drive
12. Green spaces: Rough ground at the end of Coronation Drive
13. Green spaces: 5-Acre field and fruit trees
14. School Buses

Cycleway marking and signing
| did have a brief phone call with Phil, but since then we have been playing telephone tag, and | have
written to Alan Lewis about it. We just want to know who is going to be doing this and when. lan

Young has reported the cycleway being widened along Church Lane, near Deardon Way. | still have
not had a proper conversation with Phil Milburn and so | have written to Alan Lewis about it. ClIr
Betteridge is going to talk to him about it on Monday.

Lidl crossing

| have talked to Alan Lewis about this crossing, which appears to me to be working well (I've been
there several times when it is really busy around 15:30 in the afternoon). Alan referred me to a new
crossing policy, see below.

Maintenance of Hyde End Lane footpath
| have talked to Alan Lewis about this, and sent another email [Alan’s replies are in italics]:

‘You and | did have a chat about this but | would like to clarify, for the part of the path that WBC
built (with a contribution by SPC):

a) What exactly is root of the problem? s it that, although WBC agreed to maintain the path,
the land still has not been *legally* handed over by TW to WBC? Primarily, Yes.

b) When will the handover occur? When WBC start building the school? Or could it happen
before? Planning/education/property?

c¢) Canwe ask them to do the maintenance if they are not yet willing to do the legal
handover? NB this section of the path is not threatened by brambles but it looks rather
scruffy. We can ask but we cannot make them

For the part of the path that TW built it is more complicated:

a) Allegedly someone has purchased the unwanted part of the school site, so have they also
purchased the path? So where does that leave us? You know more than me

1
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If they haven’t, and TW still owns the path, have they got WBC to agree to maintain it? If so |
guess it is in the same situation as the other bit. For the reasons we discussed WBC will have
become responsible for maintaining (part of) the path — not the vegetation around it.

If they still own it and do not have agreement by WBC to maintain it, they should be doing
the maintenance. | note that there are brambles in this section, which will threaten the
footway before too long. Yes, again we can ask but we cannot make them

I’m not sure where this leaves us about maintenance of the vegetation. Southern part of the path —
will vegetation be maintained as part of the school maintenance? Northern part of the path —who
knows? | have written to Connor Corrigan / Chris Howard / Andy Glencross.

Lailey Path to Shinfield Infants School footway
Me to Rob Curtis:

‘As far as | know there are three issues

1)

2)

3)

The legal aspect with the School — have they agreed to the footway being rerouted across
their land? [positive]

The planning aspect — has Planning got permission for the wall to be demolished? [not yet]

The actual implementation of the path. Is this still on schedule for August (next month)?’ [no
answer]

Reply from Rob Curtis:

‘I was away some of last week, but the pre-app advice has come back and though it tells us
we still need to do a full planning application with removal of a listed structure, they do
seem to indicate that it will be acceptable (as far as they canin a formal letter). There are
some concerns around removing the hedge but | am sure we can work around that.

‘I have also met with Andy from the Circle Trust and that has been positive so far. They have
also asked to work with us around trying to improve the conditions in front of the school as
well so we could make some additional road safety improvements at the same time (though
this is perceived safety rather than any collision history at that location). Andy has
appointed a legal representative to assist from their side (we have agreed to pay their costs)
and discussion regarding the agreement are just getting underway.

‘The next step is to produce some slightly more detailed plans for the planning application; |
am hoping to meet with the design team this week to see if they can allocate resource now —
if not we will need to appoint WSP to do this, but we don’t want anymore hold ups. | have
cc’d Jess as | am on leave from Friday for 2 weeks and so if you need anything (or if she
needs anything from you) you can contact each other.’

Hollow Lane / Arborfield Road speed limit reduction
Matt Gould sent this email to SPC [my italics]:

“As | am sure you will understand, there are a number of speed limit changes in the TRO and
we just do not have the resources to make the changes all at the same time. This work is
planned and will be delivered shortly. The implementation requires a bit of extra time
because we are waiting for the gateway feature for Arborfield Road to be delivered and
installed. This feature was agreed as part of the scheme to help reinforce the new speed

2
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limit. There are also some additional complications on the B3349, where we need to
remove the existing 40mph roundels [road markings near the post office on the School
Green stretch of the B3349] which may require a short road closure. We're currently liaising
with our contractor to try and coordinate this with other works in the area, to minimise
disruption.”

Matt further wrote to me, ‘The gateway feature is, | understand, a request by the parish
council. It will incorporate the 30 [mph] speed limit sign. We would coordinate the speed
limit change with the install of the gateway signs as it would be pointless installing a
separate post to put the speed limit sign on it [if] the gateway is due to be installed soon
after.

‘The roundels are road markings that will need to be changed before the speed limit can be
introduced. As | am sure you will understand this will take a little longer to plan when
compared to just removing a sign or two.

‘At this time | am unable to advise on the date for this work to be completed as it will
depend on obtaining permission from the Streetworks team once they process the permit
request. This will be dependent on other works in the area etc. We will update you/and the
Parish Council as soon as we have a proposed date from our contractors. The existing limit
will remain in force until the signs changes.’

Am | to understand that SPC has specified the kind of gateway, and WBC is waiting for it to be
delivered?

Three Mile Cross Improvements
Clir Betteridge told me they would start on preparatory work ‘soon’. I’ve asked Alan Lewis for a more
precise date. [No reply yet.]

Surface Dressing
Surface dressing will take place on Sunday 3 August:

e Hartley Court Rd nos 2-54
e Hyde End Lane (Laurels to Ryeish Lane)
e Clares Green Road (Ryeish Lane to Basingstoke Rd)

New Highways policies
WBC Highways are working on a crossing policy, [and | quote from Alan Lewis]

3
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‘building on LA112 and Section 15 of Ch6 Traffic Signs Manual (TSM); At the same time

working with others to help finalise Active Travel Guidance — both of which should be
published soon(?) Alongside these we have developed a severance map [CG: don’t ask me
why it’s called this, but it seems to be a hierarchy of roads (see map). This will give some
foresight of traffic flows to inform an initial review of need and provide a better
understanding of mixed traffic flows, [and] where on-road cycling [is less feasible].

‘The intent of these is to inject more science when trying to compare different areas, so we
can focus investment on infrastructure in the right/cost effective way. Generally speaking,
these will suggest that streets with traffic flows <8,000 vehicles/day are less likely to justify a
signal-controlled crossing, with some exceptions for locations near schools, but may include
refuge islands, localised pinch-points/build outs or place making. The area adjacent Lidl is
likely to be ~4-6,000vpd once everything is complete. There is a shop and school nearby so
there is an increased demand for vulnerable road users, but this is also why we have
influenced the streetscape to influence speeds and use of space in this area (by all modes).

‘Like CaliX (where the traffic flows are around double at Lidl) there is a lot of fear of the
unknown. As | have indicated we need to consider all users through this street and if we can
allow things to settle people should learn that spending money on a crossing will bring an
unnecessary maintenance burden.

| know that is easier to say but trust this helps inform the debate in coming weeks.’

[NB The California Crossroads scheme has been shortlisted for a placemaking award by the British
Construction Industry (BCl).]

4
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Also in the pipeline is a Speed Limit Policy, which for the first time will give criteria for whether a

road should merit a particular limit. | am going to ask a question about this at the next WBC Council
meeting.

Cycleway past ‘North of Arborfield Road” development

Alan Lewis asked me for help in working out where to put a cycleway along Arborfield Road and |
have suggested possibly negotiating with Happy Trails Nursery which currently doesn’t have
satisfactory drop off/pick up space, and what space they have is one candidate for the cycleway,
over which Highway rights *could* be claimed.

Woodcock Lane
| attended the meeting about this last week. Woodcock Lane within Shinfield Parish divides into 3
sections, even though it is all a single BOAT (By-way Open to All Traffic):

e Between Basingstoke Rd and Grazeley Road (although there is also a bit on the other side of
Basingstoke that crosses the spare ground between the ‘old’ and ‘new’ arms of Basingstoke
Road).

e The paved bit between Grazeley Road and Kingfisher Grove.

e From Kingfisher Grove to south of Whitehouse Lane, where it suddenly turns into a
Bridleway.

It sounds as if we would need to prove that no vehicles have been using it recently to get its status
changed from BOAT to Bridleway, even though we think that historical evidence shows that it should
not have been designated as a BOAT in the first place. Maintenance of the BOAT to eliminate the
mud might be a way of deterring off-road vehicles but would not prevent vehicles from using it for
fly-tipping or theft from the builder’s yard. It would make it safer for Active Travel by foot, bicycle or
horseback though.

Body’s Farm planning application
The planning officer tells me that they still do not know when this will come to the Planning
Committee. The consultation period ended today (17 July).

Green spaces
Andy Glencross is waiting to hear in writing what SPC want doing with the various green spaces in
Spencers Wood.

Green spaces: Ecological Mitigation Zone beyond Hayes Drive

| feel that it's not up to SPC what happens to the Ecological Mitigation Zone up at the top of Hayes
Drive. |think the ball is in WBC’s court to get TW to do whatever mitigation is possible at this point. |
assume that the idea was that once the ecology was restored the area would not need maintenance,
oram | wrong? Would it need grazing?

Green spaces: Rough ground at the end of Coronation Drive

For Coronation Drive, | think we agreed that leveling, topsoil and seeding is what is wanted. A couple
of football goals concreted in would be nice too, but it is clear to me that there is no funding
available for maintenance.

| separately requested that the brambles overgrowing the path on the western side need to be dealt
with fairly urgently, the Heras fencing that has been left behind needs removing and | also put in a
request for the grass to be mowed round the benches in the play-park. | can't check this week but
next week | shall go and have a look next week.

5
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Annual Council

July 2025

Item —5.1
Green spaces: 5-Acre field and fruit trees
Although it was suggested in the SPC Facilities meeting that some of 5-acre field could become a car
park for the football pitches, there would seem to be ample parking at Ryeish Green Leisure Centre
so | would argue against this. | agree with you that making it a continuation of the SANG would be
best especially if funding was thereby forthcoming. We shouldn't give up more green spaces to the
motor car.

The fruit trees next door really need to be replanted by TW, unless SPC can come up with a better
use for the plot. Karl Eastmond-Bye, chair of Shinfield Rangers Football Club was at the meeting and
he told me afterwards that the fruit trees were part of the drainage solution for the football field. So
it seems to me that whoever is responsible for maintaining the football field is also responsible for
the fruit trees (?)

Schools

| attended the meeting of the Schools Working Group. A post has appeared on the Shinfield School
Buses FB group, as parents of children at the Holt have received an email about the changes to the
school bus. As a result | contacted Rebecca Brooks who has now sent those parents an email herself.
(She was just trying to advise schools before they closed for the holidays.) So now the parents have
had this:

Thank you for applying for a spare seat on our School Transport services. We have received a
higher number of applications this year compared to previous years.

We have now reviewed all applications and are working hard to accommodate as many
children as possible. To help more students travel to school by bus or coach, we are planning
a few small changes to some of our routes.

These may include slight adjustments to the stops served and the routes themselves. For
example, the H1 service will be renumbered and made available to students from both The
Holt and The Forest Schools.

We aim to confirm your child’s allocated service and stop by the end of July. As schools will
be closed for the summer, we have already informed them of the potential changes we are
considering.

Please also note that the contracts for the 244 and 202 services (previously operated by
Horseman Coaches) will end at the end of the summer term and are being re-tendered for
September. We will confirm the operator once the process is complete.

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we work to finalise arrangements. If you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Community Transport
Team at CTU.Group@wokingham.gov.uk.

6
Produced by — Clerk


mailto:CTU.Group@wokingham.gov.uk

Annual Council
July 2025
Item-5.1

Councillor Gray

| continue my work on the following committees:

- Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Chair)
- Corporate Parenting Board

- Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee (OSMC)

- Community Governance Review Working Group

- Wokingham School Place Planning Stakeholder Group

This month has been a bit quieter on committees. On OSMC | supported measures to restrict
advertising on unhealthy foods and environmentally damaging products.

Casework

- Ongoing work with residents and management company Trinity on Shinfield Meadows with
maintenance of green spaces.

- Queries about phone signal in new Shinfield Meadows estates- looking into this with phone
networks.

- Some concerns about access to roads over resurfacing works, but this was all resolved.

- Ongoing work with residents on SANG charges in Shinfield Gardens and Longacre/Shinfield
Meadows. Slow progress with Reading University but there are some signs of movement.
Hopefully there will be a more concrete resolution by September.
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Annual Council

July 2025

Item —5.1
Councillor Rance

17.06.25 Reported overgrown grass with photo, on the roundabout at Church Lane/Hayes
Drive/Deer Leap. Had a reply on 23", Ref No: GM3811 and will be dealt with in 20 days, by which
time the grass will be grown another 2 feet!!!

17.06.25 Supported a resident in an ongoing case at Uxbridge County Court — neighbour dispute.

23.06.25 A North Shinfield resident reached out and | visited. House being built next door. Workers
been there for 3 months with no toilet. Seems they have been using the garden!! Reported to
Environmental Health. The property now has a Portaloo!

23.06.25 Resident in Ducketts Mead, grateful for the mending of the manhole cover which |
mentioned in last month’s report. She is very concerned about the parking on pavements
particularly around the entrance/exit. Meeting her on 17t July.

24.06.25 Attended a SEND Governors Forum with WBC and several other school governors. The
situation in Berkshire is critical. It’s the worst county in the country for waiting lists for ADHD/Autism
assessments. The system is overloaded. More funding is needed for more specialists.

26.06.25 Sat on Licensing for 2 hours regarding brewery opening in Wokingham.

27.6.25 Assisting a resident who has 2 severely autistic children. One attends Thames Valley School,
the other is due to start there in September, or was. The mother has now been told her boy will be
going to Hillorow which is a very small unit with no sensory room, and her son (as in his EHCP)
cannot cope with small places, nor change!

28.6.25 Supporting resident who applied to CAMHS 52 weeks ago. She has JUST heard back. If she
does not reply within 3 weeks (see the time parity?) the application will be discharged. See my entry
at 24™ June.

30.6.25 Licensing Hearing. Appeal against revocation of Taxi licence. Denied
30.6.25 Agreed Street Trading Licence Renewal ST24 School Green
1.07.25 New Licence Hearing re Dinton Country Park. Granted

1.07.25 Resident from Westall Street contacted about her child, who attends Grazeley School. There
had been an incident where her daughter was injured.

2.07.25 Heard back from WBC’s Public Rights of Way Officer on my query about Bridleway 14 (at the
back of Clements Close which has huge ruts of dried earth stretching for a good threequarters of a
mile. A walker could wrench an ankle. He has been to see it and is going to look into ‘whether there
is any money’ to sort it.

2.07.25 Met a married couple (the husband of whom is severely disabled) who literally moved from
Westall Street into a bungalow in Harts Close, RG2 on 1%t July. Overnight the bathroom ceiling fell
down because of a leak overhead, and two floors that had been re-screeding had not dried out, even
though the couple were told the floors could ‘take new carpet and furniture’! A week on from the
disaster, WBC have still not activated any restorations, and the couple have all their belongings piled
in the kitchen and lounge. Addendum: at time of writing 14.7.25 walls are beginning to dry out, WBC
to move shower to another wall, one floor needs re-screeding. Hole in ceiling still there.

8.07.25 As did most others, heard that demolition of Shire Hall site will begin Monday 14" July.
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Annual Council
July 2025
ltem—5.1
9.07.25 Resident of Oatlands contacted me, querying the complete change of a house elsewhere in
Oatlands —did it have PP?

10.07.25 | am sure you all know - received info that the University due to start work mid-July as part
of £1 million investment to improve access and green space. It should improve/create new tracks,
drainage, gates, verges + new publicly accessible trace connecting to Eastern Relief Road.

14.7.25 2" week of SHARE Foodbank held at School Green Centre. Great success, colourful room,
café working well, new system in place to collect food (after having cup of coffee/tea/cake). Workers
happy. Punters happy! | was on Meet and Greet today — really enjoyable.

Councillor Edmonds

Councillor Srinivasan

Councillor Munro
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Clerk: Bruce Winton
School Green Centre

School Green
Reading
Shinfiel
RG2 9EH
F TS Ef N FH Tel: (0118) 988 8220
arisn L UNCI .
E-mail:

clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of
The Facilities Committee
held on Wednesday 2" July 2025
at the School Green Centre commencing at 19:30

Present: Clirs Boyer, Clarke, Jahromi, James, Johnson(Chair), Masseron and Peer
Attending: Cllr Tatla, Chair of the Council
ClIr Glover

S Herring (Deputy Clerk)
S Ali (Facilities Manager)
2 Members of public

25/FC/72 Public Questions
72.1 There were no public questions.

25/FC/73 Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest
73.1 There were no apologies for absence.
73.2 Declarations of Members’ interests

There were no declarations of Members interests.
25/FC/74 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

74.1 The minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 4" June 2025 were
approved as a correct record and signed by ClIr Johnson

Proposed: Cllr Clarke
Seconded: Cllr Jahromi
Approved: Unanimously



74.2 The following matters arising from the meeting held on 7t May were

discussed:
25/FC/49.2
25/FC/15.2 Clerk to send quotes received from Cloudy IT to members of the

25/FC/33.1

25/FC/50.2.1

25/FC/50.2.2

25/FC/52.2

committee

Quotes had been sent to Clir Johnson. The Clerk and Deputy Clerk had
been to view the system at Bracknell Town Council and could see the
benefits it would bring to the council. The software for Parish/Town
Councils could potentially save much time in agenda and minute
preparation.

A demonstration would be arranged onsite and members were
welcome to join the session.

Clir Peer requested that microphones to enhance the sound during
meetings would be welcome.

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to arrange a demonstration with Cloudy IT to
involve Clir Johnson

Facilities Manager to arrange for the sign to be ordered and displayed
at Spencers Wood Pavilion and Recreation Ground

This had been done.

Clerk to discuss wording of the sign for Mill worth Lane Recreation
ground with the council’s solicitor

This would be done.

ACTION - Clerk to discuss wording of the sign for Millworth Lane
Recreation ground with the council’s solicitor

Clerk to arrange for signage relating to Liability at other sites on the
same lines as that proposed for Mill worth Lane Recreation Ground

This would be done.
ACTION - Clerk to arrange for signage relating to Liability at other sites
on the same lines as that proposed for Millworth Lane Recreation

Ground

Discussion on Youth Shelters to be on the agenda of the next meeting
of the committee

This was on the agenda — see minute 25/FC/81.2



25/FC/63.1.1

25/FC/63.1.2

25/FC/64.1.1

25/FC/64.1.2

25/FC/64.2.1

25/FC/64.2.2

25/FC/64.3

25/FC/66.1

Deputy Clerk to add Budget requirements for 2026/27 to the agenda of
the next meeting of the committee

This had been done — see minute 25/FC/76.1

All members of the Committee to input to items for consideration for
budget requirements for 2026/27

This was on the agenda — see minute 25/FC/76.1
Facilities Manager to order the ramp for the toilets at Mill worth Lane

The Facilities Manager was in discussions with companies to obtain
quotes.

Meeting to be arranged between the Clerk, Facilities Manager, Clirs
Johnson and Tatla to discuss the toilets

Toilets were now operational and it was agreed that this item could
now be removed from the agenda.

Clerk to locate the original objection to the 2010 Planning Application
0/2010/1432, Shinfield Meadows

The Clerk had searched extensively for the original objection but had
been unable to locate it, however, the Clerk advises that regardless of
the position 15 years ago the council’s needs have changed.

ACTION — Clerk to request the response given by SPC from WBC
Planning Department

SPC to include a sentence in the Planning Application for the 3G pitch
to clarify their change of position from the original objection when it
was submitted

This will be done.

Clerk to inform the surveyor of the decision of the Committee in
relation to the positioning of the Fitness Centre at Mill worth Lane

This had been done. The Facilities Manager was dealing directly with
the Fitness trainer regarding the installation work. Quotes received for

the concrete base were far greater than the budgeted amount.

ACTION — Facilities Manager to circulate the quotes for the concrete
base to members of the committee with details of the specification

Clir Johnson to take some more pictures for the internal wall at
Spencers Wood Pavilion

This was on the agenda — see minute 25/FC/81.1



25/FC/66.2.1

25/FC/66.2.2

25/FC/67.1

25/FC/67.2

25/FC/67.2.1

25/FC/67.2.2

25/FC/69.1

25/FC/69.3-5

Deputy Clerk to circulate quotes for shelters to members of the
Committee

This had been done.
Clerk to discuss potential shelters with the Police and Youth Leaders
This was on the agenda — see minutes 25/FC/81.2

Clerk to set up a working party to progress the use of the pitches at
High Copes

This had not yet been done.

ACTION - Clerk to set up a working party to progress the use of the
pitches at High Copes

Facilities Manager to explore options for improving irrigation of the
pitches at High Copes

This was on the agenda — 25/FC/77.4
Facilities Manager to secure the Reish Green Pavilion with metal doors
This had been done.

Facilities Manager to take photographs of the inside of the Reish Green
Pavilion

This had been done. The Facilities Manager had circulated the
photographs to members of the committee.

Clir Johnson agreed to put the information into animage generator for
the Deardon Orchard sign and circulate ideas to the committee

This was on the agenda — see minute 25/FC/83.1

The Environmental Field, Hayes Drive; Deer Leap Park, Grassed area;
Open space adjacent to the two new football pitches at Hyde End
Lane, to be discussed at a meeting with Andy Glencross and Chris

Howard, WBC

This was on the agenda — see minutes 25/FC/83.3-5



25/FC/75

25/FC/76

25/FC/77

25/FC/70.1 Clerk to respond to an enquiry for the potential use of Reish Green

75.1

76.1

77.1

Pavilion for cheerleading and gymnastics

This had been done. The Clerk had not received any follow up from
the cheerleading team, however, the gymnastics team were still
interested. The Facilities Manager would arrange a visit to the pavilion

with the gymnastics team.

ACTION — Facilities Manager to arrange a visit for the gymnastics team
to the Ryeish Green Pavilion

Terms of Reference

Members AGREED the Terms of Reference for the Facilities Committee

Proposer: Cllr Masseron
Seconder: Clr Clarke
Approved: Unanimously

The Chair requested that item 25/FC/82 be discussed at this point
Budget requirements for 2026/27
Clir James clarified that these were items that would come from revenue

rather than capital. Items that members would like to be considered in the
budget process for 2026/27 were considered.

Revenue items Capital items

Pride in the parish Pump track

Planting more bulbs Borehole — High Copes
Tidying roundabouts Irrigation system

Bins Container for High Copes

Litter pickers
Table tennis tables
Youth shelters
Roundabouts

ACTION — Clerk to feedback the Committee’s requests for items to be
considered in the budget process for 2026/27 to the Finance and General
Purposes Committee

Mill worth Lane / High Copes redevelopment
Mill worth Sports Park and High Copes

Clir Johnson, the Clerk and Facilities Manager were involved in meetings with
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire Football Association (BBFA), Paul Wescott,
University of Reading (UoR) and East Berkshire Football Association (EBFA).
He reported that a 3g pitch at High Copse would only be acceptable for
replacing one of the pitches lost at Millworth Lane, therefore the retention of



77.2

77.3

77.4

one pitch (either a full size or 9 aside pitch) would be required. 60-75%
funding could be covered by the football association if they agreed with the
proposals and dependent on the size of the pitch removed from Millworth
Lane.

ACTION —

» ClIr Johnson to feedback progression of the project

» Clerk to review the process for initiating the Millworth Lane project to be
used as a learning experience for any future projects

Fitness Centre at Millworth Lane

The Facilities Manager had obtained quotes for the element of work that SPC
were committed. Members expressed concerns that the quotes had come in
substantially higher than budgeted.

The Facilities Manager explained that the quote included the concrete base,
water and electricity supply.

ACTION - Facilities Manager to send members of the Committee the
specification and quotes obtained

High Copse Sports Usage

The Working Party had not yet met. Members of the working party would
comprise Cllrs Clarke, James, Johnson, Clerk and Facilities Manager.

ACTION — Clerk to arrange a meeting of the High Copse Sports usage working
party

High Copse/Sport pitch

Due to the dry weather concern had been expressed as to whether the
pitches would be in a satisfactory state for commencement of the football
season. Karl Eastmondbye confirmed that the grass was only surface
scorching and had a good root system; he was confident that the grass would
quickly recover once there had been some rain.

Clir Boyer had provided some Al research on bore holes and had circulated
the report to members prior to the meeting. There would be an estimated
initial, one off, cost of £15-25K that could be funded through CIL as a capital
project. Ongoing costs would be yearly maintenance costs with a new pump
approximately every 5-10 years. Water extraction was not governed by
Thames Water, however there was a limit on how much water could be
extracted before having to obtain further authority. The water extraction via
a bore hole would not be affected if there was a hose pipe ban, therefore, the
pitches could still be irrigated.

ACTION - Facilities Manager to appoint a specialist to survey the site with the
view to installing a bore hole



25/FC/78

25/FC/79

25/FC/80

25/FC/81

78.3

79.1

80.1

80.2

81.1

Ryeish Green Pavilion

Future of Ryeish Green Pavilion

The Chair proposed that a working party be created with a set deadline to
provide viable options for the future use of Ryeish Green pavilion with the
understanding that if no viable options were identified the building should
then be put forward for sale.

Members of the working party would be Clirs Clarke, Johnson, Masseron and
the Facilities Manager.

ACTION —

» Ryeish Green Pavilion working party to present viable options for the use
of the pavilion by the end of November 2025

» Clerk to send quotes and details previously obtained to members of the
working party

Microgeneration
The Chair proposed that this item be adjourned to the next meeting.

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to add Microgeneration to the agenda of the next
meeting

School Green Centre and School Green
School Green Centre

There was nothing to report.

School Green Working Party

The Facilities Manager was still awaiting quotes for a potential path across the
School Green.

Spencers Wood Pavilion

Upgrade to the Community Room

The Deputy Clerk reported that the ‘feature wall’ idea was still outstanding. A
suggestion was that a map of the parish highlighting significant points of

interest be designed.

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to present an example of a ‘feature wall’ at the next
meeting.



25/FC/82

81.2

81.3

82.1

ASB at Spencers Wood Pavilion

The Clerk had not yet had a response from the PCSOs, however, Cllr Johnson
had discussed this with the PCSO who requested that they be involved in the
decision-making process for the location.

The Youth Leader was in favour of a shelter and recommended the ‘Hangout’
design previously circulated; the perspex backing would protect those using it
from the rain, however, members of the committee were concerned that this
could easily become damaged. She had offered to discuss a potential youth
shelter with young people in the parish to ascertain their views.

The current preferred positioning of the shelter would be in the area on the
corner where the path to the pavilion meets with the car park.

ACTION —

» Clerk to check that the quotes for the potential shelters include the
concrete base

» Clerk to inform PCSOs and Youth Leader of the potential location of the
shelter

Gym Equipment at Spencers Wood Recreation Ground

The Facilities Manager reported that he was waiting for the contractor to visit
to assess the condition of the gym equipment. There was also some graffiti
that needed removing that would be dealt with.

Allotments (this item was taken earlier in the meeting after minute 25/FC/75)
Allotment fees applicable from October 2026

82.1.1 Removal of concessions for 2026/27

The Deputy Clerk set out the proposals for removal of historical concessions
on allotment plots and the implications for allotment holders. There had
been no concessions issued since 2020. This would ensure that charges for
allotment plots were consistent for all holders. This would also streamline the

administrative process.

Members AGREED to discontinue any charges where concessions had
historically been applied.

Proposed: Cllr Masseron

Seconded: Cllr Peer

Approved: Unanimously

ACTION —

» Deputy Clerk to inform the Allotments Officer of the decision of the
committee

» Allotments Officer to set out clearly the change in charges for allotment
holders and offer assistance for anyone in extreme hardship



25/FC/83

82.2

83.1

83.2

83.3

82.1.2 Allotment fees for 2026/27
The Deputy Clerk set out options for increasing the charges for allotment
plots. Due to the decision to remove historical concessions, two proposals

were put forward:

5% increase proposed by Cllr Masseron
10% increase proposed by Cllr Jahromi

Approved: 3 votes for a 5% increase
4 votes for a 10% increase

It was AGREED to increase the allotment charges by 10% for the year 2026/27

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to inform the Allotments Officer of the decision of the
committee

Allotments inspection process

Allotment inspections had taken place every month. This had resulted in
significant improvements across all sites. Warning letters would be sent out if
the condition of those plots identified as requiring improvement had not
shown a significant improvement since the previous inspections.

Parish Wide Items

Information Board at the Deardon Orchard

There had been no further movement on this project. The Deputy Clerk
submitted an alternative image for consideration.

ACTION — Clerk to contact Freely Fruity to agree on an appropriate sign for the
Deardon Orchard

Grazeley Road Pond
The Facilities Manager reported that the pond was being monitored on a
weekly basis. Andy Glencross, WBC had been contacted for advice on how to

maintain the pond in the long term.

ACTION — Clerk to contact the resident who first raised the issue of the
condition of the pond for feedback

Environmental Field at the End of Hayes Drive
Clir Clarke continued to express concerns that Taylor Wimpey had left this

area in a bad state. It was recognised that WBC needed to follow up this with
Taylor Wimpey.



83.4

83.5

83.6

83.7

Deer Leap Park —grassed area

Clir Clarke and BClIr Glover had met with Andy Glencross regarding this area.
BClIr Glover had approached residents who were against any seating areas
and it was suggested that the area be levelled, spread with topsoil and
grassed.

Members AGREED that this would be the best solution for this area
Open space adjacent to the two new football pitches at Hyde End Lane

Clir Clarke raised the area of land near the two new football pitches that was
another area for Taylor Wimpey to complete. Previously planted fruit trees
had been destroyed by deer as they had not been protected. A potential plan
could be to extend the existing SANG area.

ACTION - Items 83.3, 83.4, 83.5
Members of the committee to put forward ideas for the three areas for
review at the next meeting

Parish Waste bins

Clir Johnson expressed his frustration with the overflowing bins in the parish
where residents were disposing of household waste. He had met with Select,
Clirs Hoyle and Masseron to ascertain the issues around bin positioning and
emptying. Bins were owned by WBC, UoR, SPC and developers. Select would
send in a report identifying the main areas of concern. A suggestion was to
stick notices on the bins as a reminder of their purpose and inform residents
that household waste was deemed as flytipping. The cost of a sign was
approximately £3.50. It was also suggested that a leaflet drop of affected
areas would be appropriate.

ACTION — ClIr Johnson to report back to the next meeting
Parish roundabouts
Clir Clarke expressed concern over two roundabouts in the parish

> junction of Arborfield Road and Hollow Lane
> junction of Church Lane, Hayes Drive and Coronation Drive

These were overgrown and did not give a good impression of the Parish.

Suggestions were to contact local businesses to adopt the roundabouts, for
example Lidl’s for the Arborfield Road roundabout. A list was currently being
compiled of local business and would be helpful for this project.

ACTION —

» Clerk to contact Lidl’s to ask if they were interested in sponsoring a
roundabout

» Facilities Manager to contact WBC to requested that the roundabouts be
tidied up
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Parish Vision

25/FC/84
84.1 The Clerk and Chair of the Council were producing a short paper on how the
council might achieve a parish vision. At this stage they were looking for
things that may be appropriate to include in a vision. Potential concepts
were:-
> Pride in the Parish (flower planting, etc)
> Parish gates/ lights in the trees on the village green
> Being encouraging and inviting
25/FC/85 Correspondence
8.1 There was no correspondence
25/FC/86 Date of Next Meeting

86.1 The next meeting would be held on Wednesday, 3™ September 2025

The meeting ended at 21:44
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List of Actions

25/FC/49.2
25/FC/15.2

25/FC/50.2.1

25/FC/50.2.2

25/FC/64.2.1

25/FC/64.3

25/FC/67.1

25/FC/70.1

25/FC/76.1

25/FC/77.1

25/FC/77.2

25/FC/77.3

25/FC/77.4

25/FC/78.3

25/FC/79.1

Deputy Clerk to arrange a demonstration with Cloudy IT to
involve Clir Johnson

Clerk to discuss wording of the sign for Millworth Lane
Recreation ground with the Council’s solicitor

Clerk to arrange for signage relating to Liability at other sites on
the same lines as that proposed for Millworth Lane Recreation
Ground

Clerk to request the response given by SPC from WBC Planning
Department.

Facilities Manager to circulate the quotes for the concrete base
to members of the committee with details of the specification

Clerk to set up a working party to progress the use of the
pitches at High Copse

Facilities Manager to arrange a visit for the gymnastics team to
the Ryeish Green Pavilion

Clerk to feedback the Committee’s requests for items to be
considered in the budget process for 2026/27 to the Finance
and General Purposes committee

- ClIr Johnson to feedback progression of the project

- Clerk to review the process for initiating the Millworth Lane
project to be used as a learning experience for any future
projects

Facilities Manager to send members of the Committee the
specification and quotes obtained for the element of work that
SPC were committed

Clerk to arrange a meeting of the High Copse Sports usage
working party

Facilities Manager to appoint a specialist to survey the site with
the view to installing a bore hole

- Ryeish Green Pavilion working party (RGPWP) to present
viable options for the use of the pavilion by the end of
November 2025

- Clerk to send quotes and details previously obtained to
members of the working party

Deputy Clerk to add Microgeneration to the agenda of the next
meeting
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25/FC/81.1

25/FC/81.2

25/FC/82.1

25/FC/83.1

25/FC/83.2

25/FC/83.3,
485

25/FC/83.6

25/FC/83.7

Deputy Clerk to present an example of a ‘feature wall’ at the
next meeting

Clerk to check that the quotes for the potential shelters include
the concrete base

Clerk to inform the PCSOs and Youth Leader of the potential
location of the shelter

Deputy Clerk to inform the Allotments Officer of the decision

of the committee to discontinue concessions for 2026/27

onwards

- Allotments Officer to set out clearly the change in charges for
allotment holders and offer assistance for anyone in extreme
hardship

- Deputy Clerk to inform the Allotments Officer of the decision

of the committee to increase allotment charges by 10% for

the year 2026/2027

Clerk to contact Freely Fruity to agree on an appropriate sign for
the Deardon Orchard

Clerk to contact the resident who first raised the issue of the
condition of the pond for feedback

Members of the committee to put forward ideas for the three
areas
1) Environmental Field at the end of Hayes Drive
2) Deep Leap Park —grassed area
3) Open space adjacent to the two new football pitches at
Hyde End Lane

Cllr Johnson to report back to the next meeting regarding parish
waste bins

- Clerk to contact Lidl to ask if they were interested in
sponsoring a roundabout in the parish

- Facilities Manager to contact WBC to requested that the
roundabouts be tidied up
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Present:
Attending:

25/ACE/44

25/ACE/45

25/ACE/46

25/ACE/47

Clerk: Bruce Winton
School Green Centre

School Green
Reading
Shinfiel
RG2 9EH
F TS Ef N FH Tel: (0118) 988 8220
arisn L UNCI .
E-mail:

clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of
the Arts, Culture and Events Committee
Held on Thursday 3™ July 2025
at School Green Centre commencing at 19.30

Clirs Jones, Matic (Chair), Montgomery, Peer and Tatla.
B Winton (Clerk)
Election of Chair of the Art, Culture and Events Committee
44.1 Clir Matic was nominated as Chair of the committee.
44.2 Cllr Matic was elected as Chair of the committee.
Proposed: Cllr Peer
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery

Approved: Unanimously

44.3 Cllr Matic signed the Acceptance of Office as Chair of the Arts, Culture
and Events Committee

Election of Vice-Chair of the Art, Culture and Events Committee
45.1 The election of a Vice-Chair was deferred to the next meeting.
Public Questions
46.1 There were no public questions.
Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest
47.1 Apologies had been received from Cllrs James and Jahromi

47.2 There were no declarations of members’ interests.



25/ACE/48

Minutes of the previous meeting

48.1 The minutes of the committee meeting of 8" May 2025 were approved as
a correct record and signed as such by Clir Matic.

Proposed: Cllr Montgomery

Seconded: Clir Peer

Approved: Unanimously
48.2 Actions and Matters Arising

25/ACE/32.3

25/ACE/32.4

25/ACE/33.1

25/ACE/33.2

25/ACE/40.1

25/ACE/40.3

Clerk to follow up with Shinfield Players Theatre regarding potential
interest in working together on Christmas events

The Clerk confirmed Shinfield Players Theatre were very positive
about being involved in Christmas events. Previews and auditions are

at the end of September.

ACTION - Clerk to follow up involvement in Christmas Events at
Frensham Green and School Green with Shinfield Players Theatre

Clerk to develop proposals for community engagement exercise in
the north of the parish

This has been to Finance & General Purposes Committee and then
referred to Children & Young Adults Committee

Clerk to add ‘Film Club’ arrangement to the agenda of the July
meeting

This was on the agenda at Item 10.3

Clerk to follow up registration with National Theatre Live scheme
This was on the agenda at Item 10.2

Clerk to arrange series of summer holiday activities

This was on the agenda at Item 8.1

Clerk to continue to build links with WBC for events in Shinfield North
and elsewhere in the parish

These were ongoing.



25/ACE/49

25/ACE/50

25/ACE/40.4 Clerk to put out “a hold the date” communication to artists and start

building a workshop programme

This had been done.

25/ACE/40.5 Clerk to add to Spencers Wood Carnival to the agenda for next ACE

meeting

This was on the agenda at Item 8.5

25/ACE/41.1 Clerk to arrange the next meeting of the Public Art Working Party

This had taken place on Friday 27" June 2025 and was on the agenda
atltem 9.1

25/ACE/42.1 Clerk to provide an update on the work with the film students at the

49.1

50.1

next meeting.
This was on the agenda at Item 9.1
Terms of Reference
Terms of Reference of Arts, Culture and events for the Year 2026/27

The frequency of meetings should be revised to bi-monthly. It was
agreed to recommend the revised Terms of Reference to Full Council

ACTION — Clerk to revise Terms of Reference to reflect the new
frequency of meetings

Budget requirement for 2026/27

The Clerk advised that this was an opportunity to flag up any significant
items the committee would like to see included in the budgets for
2026/27

Members thought that the events budget (currently £16.5k) was
sufficient for the planned programme. There were no other items the
committee wished to put forward for consideration.

Cllr Matic reminded the Clerk that he would like to see regular budget
reports for the committee’s area of responsibility.

ACTION — Clerk to provide budget reports for future committee
meetings



25/ACE/51

51.1

51.2

51.3

Developing Arts & Culture in the parish
Childrens’ Exhibitions

At the previous meeting having three consecutive exhibitions over the
summer holidays had been proposed. However when looking at which
staff were on holiday in the summer it has been felt prudent to move the
childrens’ art exhibition to the October half-term which will allow it to
help promote the main Art Exhibition in February 2026.

SPC would now be running
> Photography 9™ — 10" August
> Miniatures gardens 30" — 315t August

The Clerk advised that SPC would also be running £1 cinema on Tuesdays
in the summer holidays subject to annual all-inclusive licence.

The Clerk also advised that he was in discussion to host some stop-
motion animation workshops in October Half-Term and using the cinema
to screen the finished work.

Nurseries should be included in promotion of these events.

ACTION — Clerk to ensure delivery of summer events

VE80 Celebration

It was agreed that the event had gone well with a pleasing turnout.

A Verbal update on Shinfield North

Members were concerned that the HAF event planned by Wokingham
Borough Council would be held on School Green rather than on
Frensham Green.

The Clerk would arrange a shuttle bus service to see if this will
encourage those from the north of the parish to attend the School
Green.

The Clerk was asked to establish the rationale for the change of location.
ACTION — Clerk to make arrangements for a shuttle bus for the HAF

event

ACTION — Clerk to establish the rationale for the change of location of
the HAF event



51.4

51.5

Art Exhibition 2026

A hold the date message had been put out to artists but there was no
further update since the last meeting. It was agreed that the Clerk would
arrange a meeting for August.

The Clerk was asked to circulate dates to ensure adequate numbers of
people were available to assist with the event.

The Clerk was asked to investigate how the courtyard could be covered
to enable movement between Pound Green and Grazeley rooms if the
latter is to be used as part of the exhibition.

The Clerk was also asked to develop an enhanced series of workshops
and talks to support the event

ACTION — Clerk to investigate the options for a covered crossing of the
courtyard and the visitor flows for an enlarged Art Exhibition 2026

ACTION — Clerk to develop an enhanced series of workshops and talks in
support of the Art Exhibition in 2026

The Clerk was also asked to investigate if it would be possible to create a
Book Festival within the parish

ACTION — Clerk to investigate the potential for launching a book festival
within the parish

Spencers Wood Carnival

The Clerk advised that the current organiser intended to finish with the
carnival after the 2025 event. She would be happy to have potential new
organisers shadow her for 2025 to help with any handover.

Members were keen to help attract new people to enable the carnival to
continue. However they were clear that there was no potential for SPC
to become the carnival organiser. SPC staff could continue to support
any new organiser to the levels that they have been doing in previous
years.

The Clerk was asked to contact the organiser to coordinate awareness of
the need for additional volunteers for the carnival.

ACTION — Clerk to assist the current carnival organiser to attract
potential new volunteers to shadow the 2025 Carnival

The Clerk was also asked to investigate the possibility of some form of
Food Festival event at High Copse Pavilion in 2026.

ACTION — Clerk to investigate the potential for launching a food festival
at High Copse in 2026



25/ACE/52

25/ACE/53

52.1

53.1

53.2

Public Art

The Public Art Working Party met with Arts4Wokingham on 27t June.
The target was to launch the campaign at the end of July.

The SPC element of the Working Party would meet every Friday to try
and achieve this target.

ACTION — Clerk to arrange the necessary meetings and actions to enable
the launch of the Public Art competition by end of July 2025

Shinfield Cinema

Proposal from University of Reading Students

Members had enjoyed considering the proposals from the University of
Reading students and agreed to follow the proposals as closely as
possible. The proposed programme would introduce some new

approaches for us including some foreign language films.

ACTION — Clerk to arrange implementation of the film programme for
July to September

The Clerk was asked to arrange some generic banners promoting
Shinfield Cinema.

ACTION — Clerk to arrange for the display of Shinfield Cinema banners

An update regarding National Theatre Live

School Green Centre had now been registered with National Theatre
Live, and the Clerk was awaiting confirmation of when SPC would be able

to commence screening performances.

ACTION — Clerk to initiate the National Theatre Live screenings



25/ACE/54

53.3

54.1

Proposal to move to a film club model

The Clerk presented a paper on the measures taken to encourage
increased attendance had not had the desired effect. The Clerk was now
proposing that a Film Club approach was adopted which would at a
minimum reduce operating costs significantly. Clir Tatla confirmed that
the measures had been tried and now was the time to make a change.

It was agreed to adopt a Film Club approach with pricing as follows:
» Individual £17.50 p.a.
» Concession £12.50 p.a.
» Family of upto 4 £45.00
Phased payments to be arranged if necessary to help anyone
experiencing difficulty paying.

As a thank you for the efforts of the Film Selection Panel those members
would be offered their first year's membership free of charge (Clirs
Montgomery and Matic and the Clerk all declared a family or friend
interest in this element).

The Film Club would commence in September 2025.

Proposed: Clir Tatla
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to arrange annual film licence

ACTION — Clerk to implement Film Club with effect from September 2025
in accordance with the proposals but with revised pricing structure

ACTION — Chair of ACE to write to Film Selection Panel to thank them for
their efforts and offer them a free first year’s membership

Parish Vision
Future parish vision document

Members considered what they may like to see included in the proposed
Parish Vision. They agreed that they would like to see:

» Proposals that connected the various communities within the
parish
» An overall Cultural strategy



25/ACE/55

55.1
25/ACE/56

56.1
25/ACE/57

57.1

Annual Parish Meeting

The committee had been asked to consider what measures could be
taken to increase public participation in the Annual Parish Meeting.

It was greed to formally place this on the agenda for the next meeting in
September.

ACTION — Clerk to add public involvement in the Annual Parish Meeting
to the agenda of the next meeting.

Correspondence
There were no items of correspondence.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee meeting will
be held on Thursday, 4t September 2025



List of Actions

25/ACE/32.3

25/ACE/49.1

25/ACE/50.1
25/ACE/51.1
25/ACE/51.3

25/ACE/51.3

25/ACE/51.4

25/ACE/51.4

25/ACE/51.4

25/ACE/51.5

25/ACE/51.5

25/ACE/52.1

25/ACE/53.1

25/ACE/53.1
25/ACE/53.2
25/ACE/53.3

25/ACE/53.3

25/ACE/53.3

25/ACE/55.1

Clerk to follow up involvement in Christmas Events at Frensham
Green and School Green with Shinfield Players Theatre

Clerk to revise Terms of Reference to reflect the new frequency
of meetings

Clerk to provide budget reports for future committee meetings
Clerk to ensure delivery of summer events
Clerk to make arrangements for a shuttle bus for the HAF event

Clerk to establish the rationale for the change of location of the
HAF event

Clerk to investigate the options for a covered crossing of the
courtyard and the visitor flows for an enlarged Art Exhibition
2026

Clerk to develop an enhanced series of workshops and talks in
support of the Art Exhibition in 2026

Clerk to investigate the potential for launching a book festival
within the parish

Clerk to assist the current carnival organiser to attract potential
new volunteers to shadow the 2025 Carnival

Clerk to investigate the potential for launching a food festival at
High Copse in 2026

Clerk to arrange the necessary meetings and actions to enable
the launch of the Public Art competition by end of July 2025

Clerk to arrange implementation of the film programme for July
to September

Clerk to arrange for the display of Shinfield Cinema banners
Clerk to initiate the National Theatre Live screenings
Clerk to arrange annual film licence

Clerk to implement Film Club with effect from September 2025
in accordance with the proposals but with revised pricing

Chair of ACE to write to Film Selection Panel to thank them for
their efforts and offer them a free first year’s membership

Clerk to add public involvement in the Annual Parish Meeting to
the agenda of the next meeting.

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Chair

Clerk



Shinfield Parish Council
Arts, Culture & Events Committee
Terms of Reference

Status
» This is a standing committee of Shinfield Parish Council

Purpose
» The Arts, Culture & Events (ACE) Committee is responsible for

o The promotion of arts & culture within the parish
o Developing relationships with Wokingham Borough Council and other appropriate
groups and organisations (including arts societies and history clubs) with regards to
arts and culture activities
o Developing a parish wide events programme which the council will
= Deliver directly or
=  Work with partners or
=  Support other organisations accordingly

Membership
» The Committee shall have at least four members
» The quorum for the committee is three members
» The committee will elect a Chair and one Vice-Chair annually at the first meeting of the
committee held after the Annual Council Meeting in May each year
o The Clerk shall invite nominations while issuing the papers for this meeting but
nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair may also be made at the meeting itself
» The Clerk shall attend these meetings as clerk to the committee and produce minutes
o The Clerk sets the agenda for the meeting in discussion with the Chair of the
Committee

Meetings

» The committee will normally meet bi monthly
» Meetings will normally be held on the first Thursday after the first Wednesday of the month

Aims and Objectives
> Ensuring the effective planning, promotion and delivery of community events, activities and
competitions
» Developing and delivering a range of in-house events for the benefit of the entire
community or specific sub-sections of the community
» Supporting other community-based events as deemed appropriate by the committee or Full
Council
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Delegated powers

» The committee has the following delegated powers:

o
o
o

Delegation of work to the Clerk
Delegation of work to a Sub-Committee
To set the following (within the terms of the planning assumptions advised by
Finance & General Purposes Committee)
= Charges for exhibitions, community events and cinema screenings as
created or managed by the council
Budget setting (in conjunction with the Finance and General Purposes Committee)
including
= Fees & Charges Income for the committee’s area of responsibility
=  Expenditure requirements for the committee’s area of responsibility
The Committee has the power to spend within its budget
= Budget may be reassigned against individual line items
= Any proposal to exceed the total expenditure budget limit must be approved
by the Finance and General Purposes Committee prior to that expenditure
being committed or incurred
=  Where income is projected to be greater than budget target then this should
be “surrendered” to Finance and General Purposes Committee to be used
most effectively across the council

Reporting on the activities of the Committee

» The following reporting shall take place

e}

@)

The DRAFT minutes of each meeting of the committee will be tabled at the next Full
Council meeting

The Chair and Clerk shall provide additional information on the committee’s
activities as requested by members

Training Recommendations

» There are currently no recommended training courses for members of this committee

Review

» The Committee shall review these terms of reference annually at the first meeting after the
annual meeting of the council

» If necessary additional reviews of these terms of reference may take place at any other time
of the year

> Any amendments to these Terms of Reference are subject to ratification by Full Council
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Clerk: Bruce Winton
School Green Centre

School Green
o . Reading
Shinfield iy
Parlsh CounCll Tel: (0/118) 988 8220
E-mail:

clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Minutes of a meeting of
Planning & Highways Committee
Held on Wednesday 9t July 2025
At School Green Centre commencing at 19:30

Present: Clirs Boyer, Hoyle, Jahromi, James, Lias, Masseron and Peer (Chair)

Attending: B Winton (Clerk)
S Herring (Deputy Clerk)
3 members of the public

25/PC/75 Public Questions

75.1 Two members of the public raised concerns over the safety of roads around the
Shinfield Meadows estate by vehicles travelling too fast along the roads. This
was of particular concern as there were many children that cross the road by
Church Lane / Deardon Way / Bolton Drive every morning and afternoon
without any safety measures in place. The Clerk explained that the road had not
been adopted by Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) and still belonged to the
developers, therefore the Highways Authority could not take any action until
adopted, however, even after adoption it was unlikely that any changes would
be made, as the original planning permission was approved by WBC’s Highways
Improvement Board, unless there were reports of death or serious injuries.

Concern was also expressed that vehicles were using Church Lane as a ‘rat run’
to cut through to Bolton Drive when signage clearly stated that this road was for
access only. The Clerk explained that the road could not be blocked as there
was insufficient room for a turning circle for larger vehicles delivering to the
houses.

ACTION —

» Clerk to pass on details of the next meeting of the Shinfield Meadows
residents group

» Clerk to arrange for the residents’ petition to be published in the next SPC
newsletter

» Clerk to investigate when the road would be adopted by WBC

» Council to consider including relevant traffic improvements in the
Neighbourhood Development Plan

» Residents to contact Yuan Yang, MP and the Borough Councillors to raise
awareness of safety concerns

Draft minutes



25/PC/76

25/PC/77

76.1

76.2

77.1

77.2

Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest
There were no apologies for absence.

There were no declarations of members’ interests
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee held on 11" June 2025
were approved and signed as such by Cllr Peer

Proposed: Clir Lias
Seconded: Cllr Jahromi
Approved: Unanimously

Actions and Matters Arising from the meeting held on 11t June

25/PC/62.1 Clerk to send Nathan Hunt contact details for neighbouring parish

councils

This had been done.

25/PC/62.2
24/PC/121.1  Clerk to report back once a response had been received from WBC

regarding who was the ‘Lighting Authority’

There has been no response from Wokingham’s Street lighting team. The
Clerk advised that it was his expectation that there was no formal
relationship with WBC regarding street lighting. We were, therefore back
at the point where as long as we maintained our street lighting correctly
there was no requirement to upgrade to latest standard. If we added a
new streetlamp we would need to ensure that it was installed to the
current standards.

This item could now be removed from the agenda.

24/PC/22.2 Clerk to update the committee on ‘Assets of Community Value’ at the

next meeting after his meeting with Richard Alexander, Wokingham
Borough Council (WBC) on 25% June

This was on the agenda — see minute 25/PC/83.2

25/PC/53.5 All to investigate the name of the taxi company operating out of Bismillah

House
This was believed to be ABC Taxis / Cars

ACTION — Clerk to raise with Transport Commissioners



25/PC/57.3

25/PC/66.3

25/PC/69.2

25/PC/70.1

25/PC/72.1

25/PC/72.2

25/PC/72.3

Clerk to present the proposal for a Spencers Wood Village Centre to WBC

The Clerk had recently written to Chris Easton, WBC to ask how this
matter could be taken forward.

ACTION — Clerk to report back once he had received a response from
WBC regarding the proposal for a Spencers Wood Village Centre

Deputy Clerk to submit the response to Planning application 251086 to
WABC Planning Department

This had been done.
Clerk to arrange for publication of the response to residents
This had been published in the July Newsletter.

Deputy Clerk to send round a meeting invite once the date was set to
discuss the PRoW, Woodcock Lane with WBC

This had been done. The meeting had been arranged for 10™ July at
15:30 and was on the agenda — see minute 25/PC/82.2

Purchase of the land adjacent to Alder Grove School to be added to the
agenda of the next joint meeting between SPC and UoR

This would be done. It was also raised at the recent Education Working
Party meeting with BClIr Bray, Ming Zhang and Oliver Gill, WBC and
would be discussed further at the WBC Executive meeting in September.

Deputy Clerk to send out a diary invite to members of the committee of
the Neighbourhood Development Plan

This had been done.
Clerk to add Assets of Community Value to the agenda in July 2025
This was on the agenda — see minute 25/PC/83.2

Clerk to alert WBC traffic enforcement and request they investigate and
request looking at installing double yellow lines on the corners of
Wychelm Road / Hollow Lane.

The following response had been received from Traffic Management,
Wokingham Borough Council

“Thank you for bringing to our attention, we have very recently
conducted 2 site visits at this location for this potential issue and
unfortunately found no road safety concern highlighted at this time. The
highway is wide enough to accommodate parked vehicles on the street
and vehicles were parked legally leaving 10m junction clearance.



25/PC/78

25/PC/79

78.1

79.1

79.2

We aim to prioritise road safety engineering initiatives in line with council
budgets and priorities across the Borough, and at present this area is not
considered for double yellow line parking restrictions. However, it is on
our list to closely monitor over the next couple of months to see if any
further issues are highlighted.

Would you kindly signpost residents to report any road safety concerns
via the website, so we can monitor requests and collate data of sites and

concerns, when assessing intervention possibilities.

If any intervention is adopted in due course such as parking restrictions
after monitoring we will let you know.”

Budget requirement for 2026/27
Budget requirement for the Planning and Highways for 2026/27
Cllr James clarified that these were items that would come from revenue rather

than capital budgets. Items that members would like to be considered in the
budget process for 2026/27 were considered.

Revenue items Capital items

Increased consultancy fees Crossing on Whitley Wood Lane
Provision for a Monitoring Officer Footpath improvements / crossings, etc
for SPC

Clir James expressed caution as SPC did not want to set a precedent for WBC to
request money from the parish council.

ACTION —

» Clerk to feedback the Committee’s requests for items to be considered in
the budget process for 2026/27 to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee

» Clerk and Cllr Peer to bring forward costings for a monitoring officer

Schedule of Deposited Plans

Planning applications were circulated to members weekly and comments noted
on the WBC planning portal.

Planning application 250005 - 52 Oatlands Road.

The Committee NOTED that this was a retrospective planning application. The
work completed had illegally joined onto the neighbouring house and the only
option now, in the Committee’s view, was for them to take legal action.

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to respond to the application reinforcing the previous
objection of the Council and requesting that appropriate party wall rights had
been obtained



25/PC/80

25/PC/81

25/PC/82

79.3

80.1

81.1

81.2

82.1

Planning Application 251536 - 14 Grovelands Road

Clir Boyer declared an interest in this application as a neighbour.

Clir Lias had submitted legitimate observations that would be fed into the
Council response.

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to submit an objection based on Cllr Lias comments

Appeals
Planning inspectorate appeals relating to Shinfield Parish

There had been no changes since the previous month.

Enforcement Notices
Closed Enforcements tables

e 4 cases were deemed no breach

e 1 case— application submitted

e 1 case— voluntary compliance

e 2 cases — Penalty Charge Notice served
e 1 case — not expedient

Members NOTED the report
Outstanding Enforcements tables

There were three cases new to the committee
e one showing as a new case this month relating to Pulleyn Transport Ltd
e two cases showing awaiting information

Members NOTED the report

Highways, Street Lighting and Footpath Matters

Footpath matters
Cllr Masseron reported on the following:-

e  She had attended a meeting with Jules Shaw from UoR.

e  Local Active Travel Plan (LATP) proposal 5.1 - UoR are upgrading
Footpath (FP) 17 from FP16 to the bottom The Ridge (north side),
starting work in August 2025. She had requested they continued with
the upgrade along the far end to connect with the part of the path that
joins Church Lane.

e  Proposal 3.1 (route A) - UoR would consider putting in a FP on this side
of Church Lane if a potential pump track went ahead at Six Bells end of
their land. Jules Shaw would give a presentation about pump tracks at
the next Facilities Committee meeting.



25/PC/83

82.2

83.1

21:01

83.2

e  Proposal 3.1 (route B) - St Mary's Church Diocese have replied that if, in
the future, they sell their land at this site for development, they would
recommend a FP be part of the development plan.

e  Hyde End Lane FP - WBC and Taylor Wimpey were in dispute as to who
is responsible for maintaining the end of the path nearest to Fullbrook
Avenue. WBC were not willing to cut back the overgrowth as it was not
their land, therefore, SPC could not offer to assist with the
maintenance either. It would appear that residents were trying their
best to cut back the overgrowth.

ACTION —

» Presentation by Jules Shaw, UoR on pump tracks to be added to the agenda
of the next Facilities Committee meeting

» Clerk to carry out a search to find out who owns the land for the Hyde End
Lane footpath via the Land Registry

Woodcock Lane

BClIr Glover had submitted a detailed report regarding Woodcock Lane.

A meeting had been arranged for 10t July at 15:30 with Laura Buck and Andy
Glencross, WBC. BClIr Glover, Clirs Hoyle and Lias had been invited to attend
the Teams meeting.

Members thanked BClIr Glover for her work and detailed report.

ACTION — Deputy Clerk to add to the next agenda of the committee

Renewal of Neighbourhood Development Plan (SPNDP)

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)

A meeting was held on 26" June 2025. The current draft of NDP was issued to
members of the Woking Party after the last meeting.

ClIr Lias suggested including the land next to Aldergrove School and the
proposed Spencers Wood Primary School.

The next meeting of the working party had been arranged for Thursday,
24 July at 19:30.

Cllr Jahromi left the meeting

Assets of Community Value (ACV)

The meeting with Richard Alexander had taken place but the promised
appearance of someone to advise on Assets of Community Value did not
happen and therefore we were no further forward in closing down the original
ACV requests.

The next applications would be for:-
o Manor Ground Pavilion and land



. High Copse Pavilion and land

. Land adjacent to Alder Grove School (to allow for future enlargement of
the school if required)

ACTION — Clerk to apply for Assets of Community Value for the Manor Ground

Pavilion and land; High Copse Pavilion and land; and land adjacent to Alder
Grove School

25/PC/84 Correspondence

84.1 Letter to residents from Wrenbridge regarding the demolition of Shinfield Park.
Members NOTED the information previously circulated

84.2 Update from the University of Reading (UoR) on sewage and drainage supply
for Loddon Garden Village

The UoR had supplied a response from Thames Water to the concerns of the
committee. This had been included with the supporting papers.

Members NOTED the response from Thames Water.

84.3 Speed Limit changes
WBC had announced that the reduction in speed limit from 40 mph to 30 mph
on Hollow Lane was implemented on 30%" June 2025. There is phased work
across the borough to change the signage.

84.4 The Swan Pub renovations

Clir Lias drew attention to an article in the Bracknell News publicising

“The Swan pub in Three Mile Cross has won permission to create a new kitchen,
dining area, and outdoor space.”

Members NOTED the article
84.5 West Berkshire Local Plan Review

The following two documents had been circulated to members of the
committee prior to the meeting.

> 2023-2041 Adoption Statement
> Post Adoption Statement —June 2025

Members NOTED the statements.

25/PC/85 Date of the next meeting

85.1 The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 10" September 2025

The meeting ended at 21:06



List of actions

25/PC/75.1

25/PC/77.2
25/PC/53.5
25/PC/57.3

25/PC/78.1

25/PC/79.2

25/PC/79.3

25/PC/82.1

25/PC/82.2

25/PC/83.2

» Clerk to pass on details of the next meeting of the Shinfield
Meadows residents group to the members of public present
at the meeting

» Clerk to arrange for the residents’ petition to be published
in the next SPC newsletter

> Clerk to investigate when the road would be adopted by
WBC

» Council to consider including relevant traffic improvements
in the Neighbourhood Development Plan

» Residents to contact Yuan Yang, MP and the Borough
Councillors to raise awareness of safety concerns

Clerk to raise the issue of a taxi operation at Bismillah House
with the Transport Commissioner

Clerk to report back once he had received a response from WBC
regarding the proposal for a Spencers Wood Village Centre

» Clerk to feedback the Committee’s requests for items to be
considered in the budget process for 2026/27 to the
Finance and General Purposes Committee

» Clerk and Cllr Peer to bring forward costings for a
monitoring officer

Deputy Clerk to respond to the PA250005 reinforcing the
previous objection of the Council and requesting that
appropriate party wall rights had been obtained

Deputy Clerk to submit an objection to PA251536, 14
Grovelands Road, based on ClIr Lias comments

> Presentation by Jules Shaw, UoR on pump tracks to be
added to the agenda of the next Facilities Committee
meeting

» Clerk to carry out a search to find out who owns the land for
the Hyde End Lane footpath via the Land Registry

Deputy Clerk to add Woodcock Lane to the next agenda of the
committee

Clerk to apply for Assets of Community Value for the Manor
Ground Pavilion and land; High Copse Pavilion and land; and
land adjacent to Alder Grove School

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

NHDP Working
Party
Residents
present at the
meeting

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
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Minutes of a meeting of
Staffing Committee
Held on Wednesday 16" July 2025
At School Green Centre commencing at 19.30

Present: Cllrs James (Chair), Masseron, Montgomery & Peer
Attending: B Winton (Clerk)
25/SC/28 Public Questions
28.1 There were no public questions.
25/SC/29 Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interests
29.1 There were no absences for the meeting.

Members noted that Clir Tatla had been elected Chair of the Council at the
meeting on 28" May and therefore, in accordance with Standing Orders,
was no longer permitted to sit on the Staffing Committee.

29.2 There were no declarations of members’ interests.
25/SC/30 Minutes of Previous Meetings
30.1 The minutes of the committee meetings on 215t May 2025 were approved

as a correct record and signed as such by Cllr James.

Proposed: Cllr Montgomery
Seconded: Cllr Peer
Approved: Unanimously
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Actions and Matters Arising
There were the following matters arising:

Clerk to add the proposal for additional administrative resilience to Full
Council agenda.

This had been done and had been approved.

Clerk to add the draft Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy to the
agenda for Full Council.

This had been done and had been approved.

It was agreed that the Terms of Reference for the committee would be
on the agenda for the next meeting

ACTION — Clerk to add Terms of Reference to the agenda of the next
meeting

Staffing Update
Staffing Matters Update

The Clerk provided a verbal report on staffing matters not otherwise
covered on the agenda and on the recent round of staff appraisals.

The Clerk advised that the possible internship mentioned at the last
meeting had not taken place as the potential candidate had received an
offer of paid work for the summer. It was suggested that calling for
internships for the summer of 2026 would be worth considering.

The possibility of reinstating the role of Minutes Secretary was discussed
and the Clerk advised that he was looking to provide a similar cover for

September while he was on holiday which would provide a useful test of
the concept.

Members NOTED the report.

ACTION — Clerk to consider internship opportunities for summer of 2026.
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Clerk’s Annual Appraisal
Clir James and the Clerk had conducted the Clerk’s Annual Appraisal on
Tuesday 15t July (with ClIr Tatla in attendance), and a copy had been

circulated to members of the committee.

It was agreed that the document would be amended for the next appraisal
cycle to include a general summary of overall performance.

Members AGREED to endorse the Clerk’s appraisal.

Members gave the Clerk a vote of thanks for his efforts and performance
over the last year.

Proposed: Cllr Peer
Seconded: Cllr Montgomery
Approved: Unanimously

ACTION — Clerk to amend the appraisal form to include a general summary
of performance for the year

Training & Development

Training since last meeting

2 staff have continued their ILCA training courses

1 Councillor attend ‘Local Council Finance’ — 02/07/2025

1 Councillor booked on to ‘Chairing Skills’ — 08/07/2025

1 Councillor booked on to ‘Handling Challenging Individuals’ —
16/07/2025

YV VVYVY

Future Training
» 1 Councillor is booked on a NALC ‘Chairing Skills” course
» 1 Councillor is booked on a NALC ‘Planning for the future’ course
» 1 Councillor is booked on a NALC ‘Local Council Governance’ course

Clerk’s Training
» The Clerk was awaiting the results of his first set of assignments for
his Level 4 Community Governance course
> A final set of assignments was due in October
» The Clerk had indicated to the Chair during his appraisal that he did
not wish to continue to Level 5 as the course moved towards theory
and he was more interested in the practical
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Security Matters

Staff Security

The Clerk advised that there were no specific reports directly affecting staff.
Anti-Social Behaviour

The Clerk advised that there were no recent incidents to report on.

Date of Next meeting

The date of the next meeting was the Wednesday 12™ November 2025

The Meeting ended at 20.25



REQUEST FOR CIL CO-FUNDING BIDS

Please return this completed form to:
developer.contributions@wokingham.gov.uk

= WOKINGHAM

BOROUGH COUNCIL
WBC Service Area Highways and Transport
Bid Officer Name Robert Curtis
Contact phone number 0118 237 8518
Contact email address Robert.curtis@wokingham.gov.uk
Project
e Project Bid Title Shinfield Road Puffin Crossing near
e Summary / project outline Crossfields School
e Reason for requesting external
funding This scheme has been considered
 Implications for not securing co- previously but did not meet the required
funding levels of demand and traffic volumes to

justify addition to the programme.

Following ongoing requests, lobbying and a
petition, this was revisited and there is now
sufficient demand for a crossing to be
installed on Shinfield Road.

The scheme is currently being designed
using existing capital budgets. The delivery
of the crossing will be dependent on the
2026/27 schemes in the Medium-Term
Financial Plan (to be considered in
February 2026) being approved. By
demonstrating that this scheme has match
funding from another party we would
anticipate the scheme will be more likely to
gain approval. This would also enable the
council to use limited resources from the
capital grants it receives on further projects
across the borough.

If this bid is not successful, we will continue
to pursue the scheme and try to fund by
bidding | the MTFP as normal, though it
may mean that it is less likely to be

approved.
Costing details
Project Cost £120,000 (est)
Funds Requested £50,000
Timescale for Delivery Planned for summer 2026

UNCLASSIFIED
Page 1 of 4

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate
with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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REQUEST FOR CIL CO-FUNDING BIDS

Please return this completed form to:
developer.contributions@wokingham.gov.uk

5 WOKINGHAM
S%" BOROUGH COUNCIL

Proposed Funding Breakdown
e Other Funding Streams Identified
e Other Town/Parish councils being
asked to contribute

Capital funding
Shinfield Parish Council
Potential contribution from the school

Mandate

What positive difference will the bid project
make?

How many residents would benefit and
how?

What local issues will the project address?
Is the project part of a wider long-term plan
for the Borough?

This scheme has been identified following
numerous complaints from residents and
councillors in the area including the school.

This project will result in improved access
to the School for pedestrians, promoting
active travel and therefore bringing health
benefits.

It will also provide a crossing point for the
wider resident community who may wish to
walk to Shinfield Road from neighbouring
estates and access the bus service into/out
of Reading.

Have any residents or local stakeholders
been involved in discussions to date? If so,
what was the response received? (attach
summary)

The bid project is the result of concerns
raised by local people to the Traffic
Management Team but there has been no
formal consultation at this point.

Have you had discussions with the
Parish/Town Councils

YN

UNCLASSIFIED
Page 2 of 4

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate
with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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REQUEST FOR CIL CO-FUNDING BIDS

Please return this completed form to:
developer.contributions@wokingham.gov.uk

2% WOKINGHAM

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Shinfield PC are aware of the crossing
though there has not been discussion
around potential funding contributions.

If No state, why?

Summary/Other supporting information

Use this box to summarise/add any information not included above

Maintenance responsibility to be incorporated into existing Highways and Transport
budgets

Section 2 — To be filled by the Parish/Town Councils

UNCLASSIFIED
Page3 of 4

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate

with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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REQUEST FOR CIL CO-FUNDING BIDS

Please return this completed form to:
developer.contributions@wokingham.gov.uk

5 WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH COUNCIL

Would like to Co-fund this project Ul

If you are willing to CIL Co-fund
e How much do you intend to Co-fund?
e Parish Contact details

No to CIL Co-fund O

e If possible, please explain why you
are not willing to Co-fund?
e Do you require more information?

Potential future interest in CIL Co-funding O

o Ifinterested in WBC contacting in
future years regarding this CIL co-
funding project, please indicate
timescale

UNCLASSIFIED
Page 4 of 4

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate
with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Full Council
July 2025
Item-9.1

Working towards a Parish Vision

Background

Attached to this document is the Shinfield Parish Council Community Plan 2011 — 2021
which was the result of work that started as far back as 2006 with the first of 20 different
pieces of public consultation. The document was severely interrupted by Covid and not
picked up again since then. The intention is to create, in conjunction with our residents and
businesses, a similar forward-looking document for the parish.

What is a Parish Vision?

Although referred to as a Community Plan the scope and ambition reflects what we would
like to achieve and that document described itself as “a plan drawn up by local people
setting out their vision for how they want their community to develop”. The plan would
describe the social, economic and environmental qualities that characterise the parish and
identify what needs to be done to improve it.

A Parish Vision:
» Is a strategic guide that outlines the long-term aspirations and priorities of our
community
» Is a document that reflects the shared values, goals, and hopes of local residents,
and
» Helps us plan for the future in a way that is cohesive, inclusive, and sustainable

It is NOT a document that carries the same weight as a Neighbourhood Plan which has its
basisin legislation. Howeverasit is a document that will have been created with residents,
there is an expectation that both Shinfield Parish Council and Wokingham Borough Council
should take it into account

How Does a Parish Vision help us?

» Guides Decision-Making
o It helpscouncillorsand stakeholders make informed decisions that align with
the community’s values
» Encourages Community Engagement
o ltisshaped by input from residents, ensuring their voices are heard
» Supports Funding and Partnerships
o A clear vision can strengthen co-funding with Wokingham Borough Council
and help funding bids (e.g. public art) and attract support from external
partners
» Promotes Accountability
o It sets out clear goals, so progress can be measured and reported.

1
Produced by — Bruce Winton, Clerk



Full Council
July 2025
Item —-9.1
What Should we expect to see in the Parish Vision?

» The overall vision statement
o Thisis a clear summary of how the parish wants to develop
» Key themes or priorities (strands)
o These will be established as part of the process but may include:
= Traffic Reduction and Calming/Public Transport/Active Travel
= Access to Education provision at all levels
= Sports strategy
=  Cultural Strategy
= Sustainability & environmental issues
=  Community wellbeing.
» Action plans
o How we as a community will achieve the vision
= This will contain SMART objectives for each Strand
» Community input
o The vision will demonstrate how the community has been involved
throughout the process e.g. surveys, workshops, or consultations.

Will this mean more work for the Council?

Carrying out additional community engagement will take more time initially. However an
effective Parish Vision will:
» Promote smarter working
o A clear vision means ensuring the council stays focused on strategic
objectives and does not chase projects that don’t align with community
needs
» Build consensus early
o ltreduces conflict and confusion by getting everyone on the same page from
the start

What are the next steps for the Council?

» Agree the principle of working towards a Parish Vision
» Agree on how far ahead we need to look in setting the vision
» Agree on who would like to be involved in setting up the Parish Vision Working party
o Including considering those from outside the council who could assist with
the process
» Task the Working Party to develop a more detailed plan for the creation of Parish
Vision and set a target date for the plan to be considered formally by the Full Council

2
Produced by — Bruce Winton, Clerk
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1. Foreword
What is a Community Plan?

As the name implies, a Community Plan! is a
plan drawn up by local people setting out their
vision for how they want their community to
develop over the next 10 years. Generally a
Community Plan describes the saclal, economic
and environmental qualities that characterise the
community and Identifies what needs to be done
to improve it. These needs are set out in an
Action Plan which helps local people to shape
and influence their own destinies.

This Plan has been produced by groups of
committed local residents and Is based on a

Why Shinfield Parish?

Shinfield Parish is made up of a number of
villages and settlements, each with its own
identity and local community — Shinfield Rise,
Shinfield Park and parts of Lower Earley and
Green Park north of the M4; Shinfield village to
the south of the M4; Three Mile Cross, Ryeish
Green and Spencers Wood, collectively 'Our
Villages'; and Grazeley with Great Lea, Mereoak,
Poundgreen and Hartley Court, west of the A33,

It's a very varied Parish: north of the M4, largely
urbanised, at least at first sight, (in fact it
contains significant areas of ancient woodland);
south of the M4, ancient villages that have seen
extensive development in the last thirty years —
and which face even more development in the

series of with other and
local and c

Each group worked on a different aspect of the
Plan, supported by the part-time project officer
and the different parts of the Plan have all been
brought together by an editing group2.

The Plan is truly the views of local people — not
central government or the Borough Council or
the Parish Council. However, local government
is expected to take it Into account when
considering the future development of the area.

share many Issues and concerns, especially those
arising from proposed future development and
traffic.

These issues and concerns are set out over the
following pages, starting with a more detailed
Introduction to the Parish, covering a
Description of the geography, the History of
Shinfield and Shinfield Today, and the proposed
future development of the Parish, Next, in
Shinfield Tomorrow, the concerns which local
people have identified during consultations are
set out starting with a serles of strategic
priorities. This is followed by a more detailed
examination of Issues, drawn together under five
general headings: The Environment,

next twenty — but which are still by
ancient field systems and, west of the A33, small
rural settlements.

and Childcare, The Social
and Community Development and finally
Transport and Access. Based on these findings
the Plan concludes with an Action Plan: a series

Each of these c has a sep

identity and local concerns, and yet the research
undertaken for this Plan has demonstrated that
local people living and working in the Parish also

of prop for the future development of the
Parish and its local communities, proposals that
reflect the concerns and priorities of local people.

Sometimes referred to as a Parish Plan.

Many of the same group of residents have also been involved in preparing Village Character Statements

which describe the physical characteristics of the Parish and set out policies to guide future development.
For more Information about how all these plans were developed see Appendix.

2. Shinfield Parish: Timeline, Population and Housing Development
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What Happens Next?

It is anticipated that the Community Plan will be
adopted by the Parish Council and will become
the basis for the Council's future development
plans. However, the Action Plan involves a very
wide range of partners in addition to the Parish
Councll and to ensure their continued
Involvement In the Plan, It is proposed that a

present Plan becomes out of date.

When it comes to taking forward individual
Actions set out in the Action Plan, in almost all
cases It Is anticipated that Actions will be taken
forward by a partnership varlously comprising
c d Is, local voluntary groups

new organisation, the Shinfield Parish
C Pari hip, should be

to co-ordinate the implementation of the Plan
and to oversee the progress of the Action Plan.

The Partnership will comprise representatives of
all the social and community organisations in the
Parish, Including the Parish Council, the Borough
Councll and local schools. It will meet two or
three times a year to monitor progress and to
adapt and modify the Community Plan as
circumstances change and individual actions are
completed. In the long term the Community
Partnership Is also likely to be responsible for
overseeing the production of a new Plan as the

TN

and statutory bodies such as the Parish and
Borough Councils. For each action, the Action
Plan identifies a Lead Partner. As the name
Iimplies, this partner will take the lead In carrying
forward the action concerned. The way the
designated Lead Partner will undertake this role
Is likely to vary from one action to the next.
However, it Is anticipated that in most cases they
will bring together the various partners Involved
and facilitate the formation of a consensus on
how an action is to be taken forward. This may
require the development of a project plan and
agreement over the roles of varlous partners
and, If funding Is required, working together to
secure the necessary resources.

The River Loddon, and the pleasant countryside through which it flows, characterise the south of the Parish.
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3. Introduction

Harvesting crops on some of the good quality arable land found in the Parish.

Description

Parish lies ly south of the
town of Reading and Is the western-most parish
in the Borough of Wokingham. The Parish is
divided by two major roads, the M4 running
east-west In the north, and the A33 running
approximately north-south and linking Reading
to Basingstoke, In addition, the A327 runs
northwest to southeast, linking Reading to
Aldershot. To the south east the boundary is
formed by the River Loddon.

The Parish comprises three distinct landscape
types. The westernmost is an area of lowland
clay, drained by numerous streams and ditches
which run into the Foudry Brook, which In turn
runs into the River Kennet. It is characterised by
hedge banks and sunken lanes with mature oaks
that stand out above the flat landscape. This is
a mixed agricultural landscape, with both arable
and pasture land which in the past was

y used for sheep-grazing. Even today

it is highly rural, characterised by low-density,
dispersed settlements of scattered farmsteads
and hamlets. To the east this landscape is largely
bounded by the A33 but includes an area north
of the M4 west of Whitley Wood, Including Green
Park Business Park, which Is now largely bullt
over.

Settlements and scattered farmsteads In a largely
agricultural setting.



Cows In Clares Green Field Local Wildlife Site behind
Askew Drive, Spencers Wood.

Above this lowland rises a ridge of higher land
that separates the lowland clay from the Loddon
River valley. From the west the ridge still retains
its wooded character. There are other relict
woodland belts and copses but the ridge is
p covered in pasture
divided into a patchwork of moderate-sized fields
by hedgerows and mature hedgerow oaks.
Consultation has shown that these wedges of
countryside are of great significance to local
people, especially because they separate the four
villages of Shinfield village, Spencers Wood,

Ryeish Green and Three Mile Cross and help to
retain their separate identities.

The Loddon River valley which forms the third
landscape type is largely undeveloped. The
landscape Is agricultural, a mix of larger arable
fields on the better-drained land and small wet
meadows beside the river. The Domesday Book
records 700 eels as part of the annual rent for
Shinfield, confirming the long-term presence of
extensive wetlands in the Parish.

Looking across the fields from Basingstoke Road
towards Hyde End Road, Spencers Wood.

The attractive River Loddon has good water quality and plentiful fish stock.

The turn of the twentieth century witnessed
further development in Ryeish Green, including
the opening of the school, and more extensive
development in Spencers Wood focused around
the chapel, St Michael and All Angels’ Church
(hereafter referred to as St Michael’s) and the
Library, and extending south down Basingstoke
Road to Lambs Lane School, also built at this
time. Housing also began to be built along Croft
Road. The population of the Parish was then
about 1500.

Shinfreld developed in the late tury.

By the outbreak of the First World War significant
was app in the

village area, with housing extending from School
Green to Hollow Lane and the Arborfield Road,
including the start of development along what is
now Fairmead Road. Development down Cutbush
Lane towards Shinfield Grange had begun. A
significant proportion of the current houses had
been built at Ryeish Green and on the south side
of Church Lane opposite Shinfield Court.

Early 20th century development In Spencers Wood
included both St Michael's Church (above) and the
Uibrary (left), originally a school.

There was further development between the
Wars, including Shinfield Rise and ‘old"' Shinfield
Park. In Shinfield village, the Oatlands Road
estate to the east of Hollow Lane was advanced
during the 1930s while In Spencers Wood
housing was appearing along the western part
of Hyde End Road.
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History of Shinfield Parish

The Parish of Shinfield has a long history
stretching back to the Domesday Book; almost
1000 years, The ecclesiastical parish originally
stretched from south Reading (next to the
Maldens public house) to the boundary with
Hampshire at Riseley. During the late nineteenth
century civil parishes superseded ecclesiastical
parishes as the basic unit of local government
and Shinfield civil parish was formed from the
eccl parishes of Spencers
Wood and Grazeley in 1894.

The town of Reading has been an important
crossing point on the River Kennet since Norman
times, particularly for goods and people moving
between the Channel ports of Southampton and
Portsmouth and the Midlands. The ridge of higher
ground running from north to south through the
Parish provided a dry route from Reading to
Basingstoke, Winchester and the coast, between
the flood plain of the River Loddon and the low
ground drained by the Foudry Brook.

The area was for many centuries predominantly
rural. Initially forming part of the western limit
of Windsor Forest, clearance progressively
changed the forest to an agricultural landscape,
with fisheries and water meadows along the
valleys and arable farming and grazing on the
higher land. Early settlement is belleved to have
been on the higher, better-drained land around

Wisteria Cottage, a Grade Il listed building, Is one of
the oldest houses in Three Mile Cross. It was built in
the eighteenth century; altered and extended In the
twentieth century.
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Significant post-Second World War development
took place in Shinfield village with the
construction of council housing and a new school
in Chestnut Crescent, and the development of
housing in the Oatlands-Wheatfields Road estate
to the east of Hollow Lane and south of Cutbush
Lane. d was
stopped in the early 1970s by the construction
of the M4 motorway. Since then development
has continued with further Infilling along Hyde
End Road towards Spencers Wood. As the result
of these expansions the population of the Parish
had risen to about 6,000 by the early 1970s.

Grazeley Primary School was originally built in the
mid-nineteenth century.

St Mary's Church with much of the remainder of
the area being non-nucleated settlements
centred loosely around farmsteads.

This pattern of land use and settlement probably
persisted for many hundreds of years with a
population unlikely to have been greater than
about 500. In 1707 Richard Piggott founded the
school at School Green to provide free education
for twenty boys up to twelve years of age,
consistent with a population, in at least the
eastern part of the Parish, of only a few hundred
people. The onset of the Industrial Revolution
initially led to rural depopulation but by the
mid-1800s the development of the railways and
Increased industrial prosperity began the process
of expansion of villages and smaller settlements
near market towns like Reading that has
continued to the present day.

The development of the individual villages can
be traced from old Ordnance Survey maps.
Grazeley first began to be developed in the
mid-nineteenth century with the building of the
parish church and subsequently the school. In
Shinfield village by the 1870s and 1880s
settlement was focused around St Mary's Church,
the Vicarage, Church Farm and Manor House in
Church Lane, and around School Green and
Millworth Lane. In Three Mile Cross, settlement
was principally focused around the junction of
the Basingstoke Road and Church Lane with a
small number of buildings to the south at
Spencers Wood and around Mays Farm at Ryeish
Green,

Ryeish Green (above) was largely developed early in
the 20th century.

Significant numbers of houses have been built throughout the Parish in the second half of the 20th Century.
Development is shown in Shinfield north of the M4 and off the Grazeley Road in Three Mile Cross (below right).
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Shinfield Parish Today

House building has continued in
recent years including In Shinfleld
Park and in Spencers Wood.

During the 1990s a number of plans were put
forward for major development in the Parish.
This finally lead to the adoption by the (then)
Wokingham District Council of prop for a

and on backland behind Grazeley Road (158
houses), Three Mile Cross. In Spencers Wood
development has taken place at Warren Croft,

major development west of the A33 in Grazeley.
These proposals were rejected by a Public
Inquiry resulting in a revised plan to disperse
the 2,500 houses across the district, of which
around 1,000 were built in Shinfield Parish.

Since 2000, there has been extensive
development south of the M4 and east of the
A33, principally on land owned by the L ity

off ke Road and Beech Hill Road (121
houses). North of the M4 development has taken
place at Shinfield Park (310 houses) and Beaufort
Grange (75 houses).

As a result, the population has continued to
grow: in 1991 it was over 7,000 and at the last
census, in 2001, it stood at 8,136 and, following
further development since 2000, the total

is now (2011) to be about

of Reading: at the Manor and Churchfields sites
off Church Lane (440 houses), at the
Horticultural Station and Lane End Farm site on
Cutbush Lane (164 houses) in Shinfield village,

The new health centre in Shinfield village provides general practitioner, talking therapy, dental, pharmacy and

other services to meet needs in the local community.

10,000.

Although the current recession has (temporarily)
reduced the scale of housing development,
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Swallowfield, South Reading
(Whitley Wood) and Lower Earley.

Because of the proximity of
Reading, and accidents of
geography and communications,
the villages have retained their
separate identities so that the
Parish as a whole does not share
a common Identity. In the north,
residents are cut off by the M4
and naturally look towards
Reading while to the west of the
A33 residents are as likely to look
further west towards Mortimer
and Burghfield in West Berkshire
and residents of Spencers Wood
are as likely to use facilities in
Swallowfield and Riseley as those
in Shinfield village.
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permission has already been granted for a
further 700 houses at three major sites In Three
Mile Cross and Spencers Wood.

Early in 2010 following an examination in public,
Wokingham Borough Council adopted its Core
Strategy, setting out Its development plans for
the period up to 2026. This identifies an area
south of the M4, including Shinfield village,
Ryeish Green, Three Mile Cross and Spencers
Wood as a Strategic Development Location
(SDL). The area will be the location for major
development, including a further 1,800 houses
(in addition to 700 already approved or
Identified), two new primary schools, a local
commercial centre and extensive Infrastructure
development to cater for the estimated 6,250
extra residents.

The Core Strategy also provides for the
development of a Science Park within the Parish
at a site on Cutbush Lane (to the east of the
Black Boy pub)3. While this would provide some
further highly skilled employment in the Parish,
it is anticipated that most of these jobs will be
sourced from outside the Parish, attracting more
commuters to the area. North of the motorway,
part of the Green Park Business Park lies within
Shinfield Parish. Despite the recession, Green
Park Is expected to continue growing throughout
the period covered by this plan, and it is feared
this may increase through traffic in the Parish.

Finally, there is the recently rebuilt and enlarged
Junction 11 of the M4, including the proposed
construction of Park-and-Ride facilities at
Mereoak. Reaction to the proposed Park-and-
Ride has been mixed. If built, the Park-and-Ride
will not only provide a 1,500-1,600 car-parking
facility but also a major strategic, commercial
transport hub and Iinterchange for the south of
England. Coach traffic and lorry parking currently
at Calcot off M4 Junction 12 will be transferred
to Mereoak to facilitate connections via the
motorway network, Reading Station (with plans
for a and the

Heathrow, 25 miles to the east. While some

Village store In Three Mile Cross.

regard this as an opportunity to improve local
transport with new links to the national transport
network, others are concerned that the Park-and-
Ride will only attract more traffic into the Parish
with little direct benefit for local residents —
especially when readily accessible Park-and-Ride
facilities already exist at the Madejski Stadium,
one mile to the north of Junction 11.

Since the 1980s there has been a reduction in
local facilities with the closure of both butchers
and small supermarkets in Spencers Wood, a
butchers/village store in Great Lea and a small
village shop in Ryeish Green. In 2008 the
Borough Council decided to close the local
secondary school despite extensive opposition.
Although there are shops in Three Mile Cross,
Spencers Wood and Shinfield village, most
residents look to the local centre at Lower Earley
or to Reading for shopping and most services,
while In Shinfield North there is another local
centre just Inside the Reading border. There are
doctors’ surgerles In  Shinfield village,

3 The Borough Councll has recently approved an outline planning application for the first phase of the

science park.
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4. Shinfield Parish Tomorrow

It is the rapid development of the Parish over the past twenty years and further development planned
for the next seventeen years that sets the context for this Plan. The consultation undertaken in
preparing the Plan has shown that most of the concerns raised by local residents relate to the impact
of the development that has already taken place and the proposed new development on the

communities that make up the Parish.

Strategic Priorities

Influencing Development

Most local residents would prefer to see no
further but since 's Core
Strategy* has been adopted and approval for
further development has been given, realistically
this Is not achievable. It Is therefore all the more

In order to reduce traffic congestion and reliance
on the car, residents support:

« Modifying the existing network to improve
traffic flow and reduce speeds;

important that any future Is
controlled and sympathetic to the concerns of
local people if successful thriving communities
are to be achieved.

Where development does take place priorities
for local residents include:

Malintaining the Identity of Individual
communities through retension of existing
gaps and wedges;

Protecting and enhancing the built and
natural environment;

Ensuring that housing development is
accompanied by improvements to infrastructure
and local employment opportunities.

Managing Traffic

With the rapid growth of housing has come
congestion, and residents fear that despite any
proposed schemes to reduce traffic the situation
will only deteriorate further. The recent
reconstruction of Junction 11 appears to have
improved rush-hour congestion but there Is
concern that it may not be possible to adapt the
existing road network to take increased volumes
of traffic generated by new residents and
commuters without destroying the character of
the communities. It Is also feared that the
proposed Park-and-Ride at Mereoak may only
increase traffic levels across the Parish.

. p g public and ¢

« Acting to encourage children and thelr
parents to walk and cycle to school;
Improving the network of cycleways and
all-weather footpaths.

Developing a stronger sense of community

Consultation has shown that many residents feel
that the local villages lack a sense of community.
This Is felt by new and longer-term residents
alike. The comments of long-term residents
suggest that the sense of community has
declined as more housing has been bullt,
although it is worth noting that similar views
were expressed In the 1998 Community
Appraisals undertaken by the Community Council
for Berkshire.

4 Woklngham Borough Councll (2010) Adopted Wokingham Borough Core Strategy

framewurk/new 1df- core-s!rategy/?locale en or (http://tiny.cc/xt37y)
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Good primary education provides the foundation for later success at secondary age and on Into further education,

higher education, training and work.

Many of the actions proposed above will help to
sustain and develop a sense of c

+ Nominating the nearest secondary school

the separate identity of

settlements; encouraging families to walk to
school ~ which  will incidentally provide
opportunities for relationships to develop, as will
improved community facilities and provision of
community transport. In addition there is a
requirement for a community building in Shinfield
Rise.

Education

Through the closure of Ryeish Green School,
Wokingham Borough Council alienated a
proportion of the c . As a
result, young people will be forced to travel
further and one of the facilities that helped to
bring together the local communities is in danger
of being lost. However, there are a number of
actions that can be taken that will help to
contribute to a greater sense of community:

« Ensuring that there are adequate places for
early years and primary education to meet
the growing population;

5. The Environment

Overview

The natural environment, as
much as the bullt environment,
is viewed as an integral part of
the setting for life in Shinfield.
The Parish is appreciated as a
pleasant place in which to live.
Its physical characteristics and
policies to guide future
development are discussed in
the Village Character
Statements®.

This Plan looks at four aspects
of the environment across the

with Borough as the designated
school for all young people of secondary age
in the Parish;

Retaining facilities at Ryeish Green for
community use;

Offering an appropriate and beneficial range
of opportunities for young people before and
after school and at weekends, either in school
or in the local community;

Encouraging the development of further
lifelong learning opportunities;

Supporting the provision of localised drop-in
centres for short hobby-type courses.

ic and

Finally, public consultations confirmed the
aspiration that proposals and actions should be
sustainable. Most residents like living in Shinfield
and want to ensure that the distribution of
resources and opportunities in the future is
equitable and in proportion to the needs of the
Parish. To this end the following principles
should be applied when considering any
proposals for future development in the Parish:
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whole Parish, bearing in mind "¢ villages are set in rural surroundings. Roads are lined with trees and

the present  stage of
development and the pressures
for future change. Street Scene concentrates on
places where people gather, for instance near
schools, shops and offices, and outlines their
good and bad qualities and the opportunities for
improvement. The section on Drainage and Flood
Risk outlines the challenges and conflicts that
large-scale development can bring, and
highlights the propensity to flooding caused by

hedgerows as in Spencers Wood.

the geology of the area. The section on Ecology
and Habitats describes the significance of the
natural environment and emphasises the need
for conservation and management of these
habitats. Finally, Public Rights of Way explores
how the extensive network of tracks and
footpaths offers opportunities for exercise and
soclal Interaction.

6 Village character statements for Shinfield School Green, Our Villages (covering Spencers Wood, Three
Mile Cross and Ryeish Green) and the Grazeley Area, Including Great Lea, Mereoak, Poundgreen and
Hartley Court, can be downloaded from the Shinfield Parish Council website www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk
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Ensuring that economic sustainabllity Is taken

Shinfield village and Ryeish Green, a distance

into account when new of any
kind is proposed in the Parish;

Ensuring that any facilities provided are
appropriate only for the needs either of the
villages south of the M4 or the suburban part
of Shinfield to the north,

A Community Plan Is not a static document. As
the Plan has been revised and prepared for
publication many of the proposals it contains
have been taken forward.

Three of the most important proposals that will
derpin the d of have
already been implemented:

. a local c
group;

which pers propose should be little more
than 100 metres wide. It would benefit local
blodiversity, provide a natural green corridor
between settlements and meet the requirements
of a SANG, by providing a place for people to walk
and enjoy the countryside close to their homes.

A community project on this scale would help to
bring together the whole community, established
residents and new, and would provide a new
environment in which young people's voluntary
groups, such as scouts and guides, could
contribute to their community and develop new
skills. Finally, it would provide the opportunity
for one or both of the new primary schools to be
built locally to develop a distinctive new
character as a forest school, offering greater

d cholce to local families and providing

. ac port scheme;
Supporting an Initiative by St Michael's
Church, Spencers Wood, to create a meeting
place for adults in the form of CaFActive, a
community café within the church.

Even though less than a year old, the Shinfield
Parish Volunteer Group already has a string of
successes to its credit Including the

ofac port scheme.
Other achievements include open days for local
groups and societies to promote themselves and
their activities, a programme of parish walks and
the establishment of a footpath group.

With the achievement of these objectives and
the adoption of the Core Strategy new
opportunities have emerged and there is one
proposal that would contribute to the
achievement of all, or almost all, the strategic
priorities: the creation of a community woodland
in the area between Ryeish Green and the new
Churchfields estate opposite Shinfield Church.
Woodland here as part of a single-entity SANG®
would help to maintain the separate identity of
settlements, creating a true visual barrier
between the proposed new housing west of

young people with the opportunity to grow up
to be more aware of their natural environment
and develop self-motivation, empathy,
independence, good social communication skills
and a positive mental attitude, self-esteem and
confidence, all qualities for which such schools
are well known.

The fields between Shinfleld village and Ryeish Green
In winter.

w

Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspaces (SANGs) are areas of existing open space that have been

identified for enhancement so that they can be made more accessible and attractive to visitors. The
hope is that providing alternative areas for the general public to use for outdoor recreation will help
lessen the impact on the Thames Basin Heaths as new households can use the SANG Instead of the

protected heathland.
http:// gov.

or (http://tiny.cc/aj799) 22nd
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The sustainability of both the present situation

and future prop has been c

carefully with an emphasis on what is pleasant
and advantageous to life In the Parish, what may
realistically be achieved in terms of input from
people, and taking into account physical, legal
and financial practicalities. Flooding creates
some problems for existing properties and for

2010

The new parish walks
provide the opportunity of
shared experiences and
the chance of fresh air
and exercise in the
countryside as well as the
means of getting to know
the countryside and the
Parish better.

need to improve the appearance and condition
of the small shopping areas and places where
people like to congregate are highlighted in the
section on the street scene. The small-scale
developments of shops, offices and other
facilities are currently proportionate to the size
of the communities that make up Shinfield
Parish. It is feared that the large-scale

movement around the Parish. e of the
local drainage systems is essential, and it Is
important that permeable surfaces are used in
car parks, in play areas, and on driveways.
Energy efficiency is being improved in houses
and offices and any larger-scale new
developments should be expected to use local
heat and power generation as far as are
practicable. The use of local facilities and the

Street Scene

Background

Street furniture does not always enhance the
environment. This litter bin is in Three Mile Cross.
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in the Core Strategy will
not be proportionate and will overwhelm the
existing communities to the detriment of the
countryside, The countryside surroundings of the
different communities are important to the
residents, and are appreciated by them. The
enjoyment of the countryside, wildlife and
provision of public rights of way are significant
for everyone.

The villages of Shinfield Parish have developed
as indi C d by green
fields and by major roads. The characteristics of
the bullt environments are described in the
Village Character Statements. There is a pleasant
mix of mainly traditional building types and uses,
with a number of historic and other interesting
buildings. The street scene Is typically that of
low- to medium-density housing with some
commercial buildings on a street pattern that
was not built for modern traffic. For the most
part shops and office buildings are set amongst
houses, sometimes grouped loosely In a central
area as at School Green and Three Mile Cross,
or scattered alongside the main roads as in




Spencers Wood. There are however a number of
small industrial parks on the outskirts of villages
or set within farms, and the large Green Park
business development in the north-west corner
of the Parish. Except at Shinfield village, the
provision for parking Is inadequate and some
roadside pavements are in a very poor condition,
especially on the approaches to Lambs Lane
Primary School. There is a lack of attractive
features such as paved areas with trees, lighting
and seating; and the views along main roads are
blighted by overhead telecommunications and
electricity wires.

Housing is set beside hedgerows and open fields.

Shinfield Parish Council

» Establish gateways into the Parish at main
access points in consultation with the
Borough Council;

+ Ensure seating is provided in places where
the public congregate such as bus stops,
parks and recreation grounds;

* Replace other worn or damaged street
furniture and provide ongoing maintenance.

Drainage and Flood Risk
Background

As described above, a low ridge separates the
flood plains of the River Loddon and the River
Kennet/Foudry Brook system. After heavy rain,
run-off from the ridge, which is composed of
impermeable London Clay, makes the low-lying
areas naturally prone to flooding. During the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries the hillsides
south of the M4 were drained as part of
agricultural improvements, relying on effective
sub-surface and surface drains to remove water

Green spaces in new developments retain a village feel.
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Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

* Assist with regular clearing of litter from
roadside verges and ditches;

Support the annual litter pick organised by
Wokingham Borough Council.

Drainage and Flood Risk:
Aspirations

E6. To ensure that development does not
increase the risk of flooding, waterlogged
ground and Instability of foundations.

E7. To ensure that a co-ordinated and
sustainable water control and drainage
strategy is agreed, preventing any
increased rate of run-off from hard
surfaces and paving.

EB. To prevent small-scale piecemeal

safely to the main rivers, thus flood
risks to built-up areas. However, more recent
development has begun to affect the earlier
drainage system increasing the likelihood of
flooding, and in most years there are short
periods when flooding affects properties and
movement around the Parish.

The Future

The construction of a further 2,500 homes as
proposed by Wokingham Borough Council could
significantly alter the natural drainage system
and the Inherited agricultural drainage system.
The proposed new homes must not themselves
be at a risk of flooding, nor must they increase
the flood risk to existing homes, businesses and
amenities. Developers will need to control high
rates of surface water run-off and prevent soll
instability during periods of heavy rainfall
through 'Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)'
such as permeable paving, green roofs and
attenuation ponds.

loading existing drai
systems,

E9. To ensure that appropriate design
and construction criteria are applied to
buildings and Infrastructure constructed in
areas prone to soil instability (shrinking/
swelling solls).

Flooding occurs regularly across the Parish -
here on high ground in Hyde End Lane.
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The Future

All the villages are keen to keep their unique
'village' feel and new development should reflect
this. Several of the industrial sites have empty
units, making the area look neglected. These
should be upgraded if necessary and occupied

Street Scene: Aspirations

E1. To reduce the visual pollution caused
by road signage and overhead wires.

E2. To reduce light pollution, particularly
poorly designed, non-directional lighting.

E3. To protect and enhance the setting of
buildings of historic and cultural interest
(churches, the Library, schools etc).

E4. To provide recycling facilities in all
larger communities.

E5. To plant appropriate trees In suitable
locations across the Parish taking advantage
of the Borough Council's tree planting scheme

Street Scene: Key Actions

‘Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

Ensure that the green spaces in between
the individual villages are retained to
preserve the character of each (in
accordance with the appropriate Local
Development Framework [LDF] policles);

Ensure that all new properties meet or
exceed the latest government energy-
efficiency requirements (7n accordance with
building regulations and LDF).

Service Issues

» Provide recycling facilities in Spencers
Wood, Three Mile Cross and Grazeley;

Install distinctive pedestrian paved areas
at key locations such as outside the parade
of shops In School Green;

Work with local residents to identify black
spots where overhead wiring is unsightly
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before new units are built. There are many
opportunities to improve the quality of the local
areas around small shops and commercial
buildings, and any new developments should link
with, and enhance, these locations.

Overhead wires detract from the view along the
BasIngstoke Road In Spencers Wood.

and ensure that they are subsequently
properly maintained.

and press for its removal whenever an
opportunity arises;

« Plant appropriate trees in each settlement
across the Parish.

|
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Green gaps between settlements are essential
to maintain the individual character of these
settlements, They are also important for wildlife.

Flooding is frequent on low ground along Church Lane between Three Mile Cross and Brookers Hill.

Drainage and Flood Risk: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

Co-ordinate the maintenance and long-
term monitoring of old and new drainage
systems and ensure that provisions are in
place so that they are properly managed.
(Planning Policy Statement 25).

Service Issues

» Exercise planning control powers to ensure
that proposed development does not
Increase the risk of flooding;

* Exercise powers as Lead Local Flood
Authority (LLFA) to ensure watercourses

are properly maintained to minimise the
risk of flooding from natural drainage and
surface water.

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

* Monitor the state of ditches and maintain
a database recording thelr condition,
informing Wokingham Borough Council as
appropriate;

* Assist riparian owners with cutting back
growth of vegetation in roadside ditches at
the end of summer each year so that the
flow of water is not blocked.

Ditches need to be cleared thoroughly each autumn.
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Ecology and Habitats

Background

Pleasant countryside of fields, trees and
woodlands forms the larger part of Shinfield
Parish. This land: the

there are still open spaces and important
woodlands. The mix of open country with
and Is a vital characteristic

settlements south of the M4, and where there is
more dense development north of the motorway,

of the Parish and Is the key visual setting for
residents,

of I-anci Dense hedg

(above and below), often with trees and set with

are important elements of the  banks and ditches, form corridors for wildlife.

landscape.

Semi-ancient woods and copses persist at road
junctions, on wetland in valleys, on higher
water-logged ground and on steeper hillsides.
The trees are mostly oak, with ash, field maple,
sycamore, holly and hawthorn. Wildlife includes
foxes and deer, small mammals and field and
woodland birds. Dense hedgerows often with
banks and ditches form corridors for wildlife,
linking woodlands with ponds and streams. The
River Loddon and other watercourses and their
wetland habitats have a high nature-conservation
value. Ponds occur on farmland, at the sides of
roads and on former brickfields.

Ecology and Habitats: Aspirations

E10. To preserve the open countryside that
separates the settlements and helps maintain
thelr individual identities,

E11. To protect and enhance the diverse
ecological habitats of the Parish.

E12. To establish wildlife corridors to
increase the ecological value of the habitats.

E13. To minimise the impact of future

on the natural and
provide new equivalent habitat areas when
any significant habitats are destroyed or
harmed by development.

E14. To ensure that any new development
makes provision for space for wildlife habitats
over and above any land left as SANGs, since
such land is nominally intended for dog
walkers, and is not appropriate for wildlife
habitats,

E15. To  promote  opportunities  for
inc b di y features

Several flelds are semi-improved, unmanaged
grassland where flowering plants attract many
Insects. This field in Spencers Wood is crossed by
Footpath 23, but has now been designated for
house building (PSH53 reserve bullding site).

as part of good design and ensure that species
such as birds and bats are protected from the
adverse effects of development through
planning conditions or obligations. (PPS9)

Ecology and Habitats: Key Actions

Waokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

« Consult on the creation of a community
woodland in the area between Ryeish Green
and the Churchfields estate opposite
Shinfield Church and other new Local
Wildlife Sites or local nature reserves as
part of the development of the SDL.

Shinfield Parish Council

» Promote and publicise Shinfield's wildlife
heritage,

Shinfleld Parish Volunteer Group

+ List and publicise local environmental
organisations and thelr particular interests;

* Participate in the management of habitats
and the development of other wildlife-
friendly areas;

* Undertake further detailed surveys of the
local ecology and record sites of wildlife
interest;

+ Draw up habitat management plans for sites
of value to the community.

Shinfield Parish Community Partnership

* Monitor the progress of existing habitat
management plans for local wildlife sites.
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The large pond at Grazeley.

Consultation Identified a range of significant
habitats, including important trees and groups
and lines of trees, the small copses, the wide
hedgerows and ponds that not only had special
meaning for residents but which also contribute
vitally to the ecology and wildlife corridors of the
area. These elements are widespread across the
Parish and are important in the landscape setting
of the communities as well as for wildlife,

The Future

Significant views, landscape and habitats require
protection as housing and other development
proceeds. Meanwhile it is important to recognise,
investigate and record special habitats across
the Parish, particularly the poorly managed
ponds, small streams and ditches, and the copses
and semi-natural grasslands, Management plans
should be drawn up for these areas, and plans
that already exist for the sites should

Parts of allotments are used for children's plots, and
corners are managed as small wildlife reserves.

Part of the Parish falls within the provisions of
the Thames Basin Heaths Planning Zone. This
requires that any future development Is
acc by the creation of Suitable

be implemented and monitored. Gardens and
corners of sites such as allotments and
cemeteries are recognised as potential habitats
for wildlife, providing links in natural corridors
to be developed across the Parish.
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Public Rights of Way

Background

There is an extensive network of over 40
footpaths and other types of public rights of way
In the Parish, the condition of which varies.
These rights of way, as distinct from the roadside
pavements, play an important dual role, allowing
pedestrians and others to get about between the
and pi access for recr
purposes to the local countryside. A group of

The Parish has a good network of
footpaths that are well used for
recreational purposes.

Al e Natural Gr (SANG) to
alleviate pressure on nesting sites for ground-
nesting birds within the heathland itself.

volunteers has been established to assess the
condition of the paths, promote their use and to
support actions to ensure that they are
maintained and, if possible, extended in key
locations,

Popular monthly walks are held at various locations
across the Parish.
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The maintenance and upkeep of footpaths should be ongoing, with the provision of timber walkways and removal

of any dumped material wherever necessary.

The Future

The y of 1l

public rights of way supports the general aims
of the Community Plan, allowing residents and
others to access and enjoy the countryside and
lead healthy lifestyles. It is important to grasp
the opportunity provided by the SDL, not only
to maintain the existing network but to improve
and develop it, Introducing new routes that
contribute to these aims whilst minimising the
impact on the environment.

Rights of way need to be maintained in an
appropriate manner that takes account of thelr

location and primary use. Within the central area
of the Parish between Ryelsh Green, Spencers
Wood and Shinfield village, and within
settlements, the emphasis should be on
accessibility, replacing stiles with kissing gates
or similar, and improving surfaces with scalpings
to facilitate their use in times of poor weather
and by people with disabilities and pushchair
users. Elsewhere the emphasis should be on
maintaining and enhancing rights of way to
protect their rural character and preventing
abuse.

Public Rights of Way: Aspirations

E16. To maintain the existing network of public rights of way ensuring that they are kept in

good condition and not abused.

E17. To identify and develop additional routes which can be used for the purpose of recreation

or access.

E18. To encourage the use of rights of way by:
a. holding regular walks within or near to the Parish;
b. ensuring that signposting and map boards are clearly visible;

c. liaising with local |

and other on issues relating to use or

access,
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6. Education and Childcare

Overview

Education Is an essential shaper of any soclety
and to ensure the sustainability of local
communities provision should be made to meet
the needs of current and new residents. The
quality and relative ease of accessibllity to early
years, primary and secondary education should
be given a high priority. Extended educational
activities and services for school-aged children
and their families should be provided in response
to local needs.

The pattern of local education provision has
remained much the same in the years through
to 2010, with the only changes being growth in
early years provision, as a result of Government
policy, and growth in the sizes of local primary
schools to accommodate the increasing numbers
of new residents. However in the summer of
2010 there was a significant change when the
local secondary school, Ryelsh Green School,
closed.

Children learning at Grazeley Primary School (above)
and at Shinfield Infants School (top right).

The level of interest and concern regarding the
unpopular decision to close this school is
indicative of the importance the community
places on their children's education and the other
leisure and local service opportunities available
on the site.

To help to bring about a culture of lifelong
learning, access to accredited training or the

local provision of short non-vocational courses
could be made available to adults of all ages at
times convenlent for them.

Background

The Parish Is well served by nursery, pre-schools
and primary phase schools for children up to age
11, Educational outcomes at the end of primary
education (key stage 2) are broadly similar
across the Parish.

Although Ryeish Green School was, until
recently, the designated secondary school for
most of the Parish, children from the Parish have
traditionally attended a variety of secondary
schools. The closure of the school means that all
children have to travel outside the Parish for
secondary education, and to a wider range of
schools, The absence of an accessible secondary
school in the Parish jeopardises the success of
efforts to make the present fragmented
communities within the Parish more cohesive and
generates additional journeys by students
travelling to schools outside the Parish. At the
time of writing, a proposal for a new secondary
free school to meet needs In the West of
Wokingham Is being developed.

Educational outcomes for 14-year-olds (key
stage 3) are broadly similar across the Parish,
but performance at GCSE (age 16) varies, with
lower outcomes for young people living In
Shinfield North, and higher outcomes for young
people in the community around Spencers Wood.
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Well-constructed kissing gates should replace awkward stiles.

To encourage greater use of footpaths, six map boards have

recently been erected throughout the Parish.

Public Rights of Way: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

. with land to blish a
public right of way along the length of the
River Loddon from the Mill House on the
Basingstoke Road to the Arborfield Road
(A327) crossing near Parrot Farm;

Extend the path on the east of Shinfield
Recreation Ground (Footpath 15) to the
River Loddon;

2 a from to

« Impose restrictions on use of byways to
discourage their abuse by motor-cycles,
quad bikes and other motorised vehicles;

« Ensure that all new footpath routes are a
minimum of three metres wide to allow for
verges at each side for wildlife;

Replace stiles on footpaths with kissing
gates and improve the adjacent footing
within the central area of the Parish
(between Ryeish Green, Spencers Wood
and Shinfield village) and within

Arborfield Cross, avoiding the need to walk
elther In the road or on grass verges;

Create a new footpath in Shinfield North to
provide a circular route through Nores Hill
Wood across the Shinfleld Road and via
existing footpaths to Pearmans Copse;

Require the enhancement of existing rights
of way In Rushy Mead, Including the
construction of a route alongside the River
Loddon, as a condition of any planning
permission that may be granted for the
proposed construction of wind turbines In
Rushy Mead.

Service Issues

+ Notify landowners to maintain, reinstate or
repair footpaths as required;
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The Red Kite Children's Centre provides services to
familles with children aged 0 to 5.

Lambs Lane Primary School, Spencers Wood
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for example at the entrance
to Footpath 23 on the Basingstoke Road
opposite Spring Gardens.

Shinfield Parish Council

« Establish a set of footpath noticeboards at
strategic points in the Parish. (Achieved)

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

+ Undertake clearance of routes to enhance
access to public rights of way;

+ Monitor the condition of footpaths,
informing Wokingham Borough Council
when maintenance or repairs are required
so that they can take appropriate actions
with landowners.

The Ryelsh Green School site is a good education
campus, located In the middle of the Parish, and
with great potential for a variety of educational,
social and community uses. Itis centrally located
for current housing, for already-planned
development and for the proposed Strategic
Development Location (SDL). It is essential that
these facilities are retained for community use.

Opportunities for learning as an adult are
available both in the Parish and just outside but
the range of activities could be wider and
avallable at more varled times. Following the
recent loss of University of Reading Continuing
Education Department, provision Is offered in
the Reading area by Oxford University
Extramural Department and the Workers'
Educational Association (WEA).

a. Early years and childcare

There are three early years education providers
in the Parish: the nursery class at Shinfield
Infant and Nursery School, the Chapel Lane
Pre-School in Spencers Wood and Crosfields
School in Shinfield North. There are two day
nurserlies, both In Spencers Wood, as well as a
variety of other providers in surrounding
villages. The Red Kite Children's Centre,
adjacent to Shinfield St Mary's Junior School,
provides advice, information and support to
families with children under five in response to
local needs.

Shinfield St Mary's Junior School provides a
breakfast club and both Shinfield St Mary's
Junior School and Lambs Lane Primary School
offer after school childcare for children up to the
age of 11, Shinfield St Mary's Junior School
currently offers a holiday club for children up to
the age of 11, and Lambs Lane Primary School
a holiday club for ages 5 to 13. At the time of
writing there were twelve registered
childminders in the Parish, with at least one in
each of the significant settlements. However,
childminder provision is subject to frequent
change and, because of their limited facllities,
childminders often have few vacancies and their
childcare offer may not be open to children of
all ages or needs.



b. Primary Education

Currently there are four infant, junior and
primary schools in the Parish?. Some of these
schools have increased their rolls substantially
since the 1980s and all serve the community
well, although their and r

vary from school to school as thelr Ofsted reports
illustrate, However, the designated schools for
some children In the Parish are in neighbouring
areas®. There are also two private schools in the
Parish, taking pupils from both within and
outside the Parish?,

c. Secondary Education

With the closure of Ryeish Green School in
August 2010, the designated schools for students
from the Parish are now Bulmershe School in
Woodley and School in

These are both farther away than Maiden Erlegh
School, in Earley. Some parents in the parish
have always opted to send their children to
non-designated schools outside the Borough,
including The Willink in Burghfield to the west,
Yateley in Hampshire to the south, schools in
Reading and privately run schools.

If the proposal for a new local secondary school
Is successful, the opportunity will be presented
for children to once again attend a local school
with a consequential benefit to social cohesion
in the Parish,

It is unfortunate that our young people's
secondary education is split between so many
schools, thus minimising the opportunities to
bond and socialise as a single group around a
common community school, before they move
further afield to higher education, skills training
or work.

Shinfield Infant and Nursery School (top) and Grazeley
Parochlal Primary School (middle and bottom).

~

Grazeley Parochial C.E. Aided Primary School (currently admitting 15 pupils per year), Lambs Lane

Community Primary School (30 puplls), Shinfield Infant and Nursery School (60 puplls) and Shinfleld St

Mary's C.E. Alded Junior School (63 pupils).

Whiteknights Community Primary School serves the community In Shinfield Rise; Hillside Primary serves

the Parish community that forms part of Lower Earley.

Crosfields School in Shinfield for children between the ages of 4 and 13 and The Vine Christian School,

a very small independent school In Three Mile Cross, caters for children between the ages of 5 and 13,

meets in Spencers Wood and consultation
indicates that provision Is needed in Shinfield
village and Shinfield North (see below, page 45).

With the loss of both our local secondary school
and University of Reading continuing education
provision, there Is a need for a Community
Education Forum comprising local primary
schools and other providers, community
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organisations such as churches, and committed
volunteers to co-ordinate provision locally and
to campaign for improvements. This group would
be the counterpart of the Shinfield Parish
Volunteer Group working to co-ordinate provision
for all ages from young people to the more
elderly residents as well as helping to organise
support and training for those wanting to return
to work, perhaps after raising young families.

Education and Childcare: Aspirations

a.  Early years and childcare

ED1. There should be sufficient, accessible
and high quality provision of nursery and
pre-school places available locally to meet the
growing need.

ED2. There should be sufficient, affordable
childcare conveniently available locally to
meet the needs of local families,

ED3. The Red Kite Children's Centre should
act as a focus for the effective co-ordination
of children's services in the Parish, c

c. Secondary Education

EDB. Provision should be made for a
secondary school within the Parish. Until this
aspiration is realised, all parts of the Parish
should be served by the same designated
school, which should be the closest one in
Wokingham Borough, currently Maiden Erlegh
School,

EDY. A range of extended opportunities, well
suited to the needs of children, families and
the should be

with parents and community groups to ensure
that services are well suited to the needs of
local children and families.

b.  Primary Education

ED4.There should be sufficient places in
infant, junior and primary schools in the
Parish to allow for parental choice and meet
the needs and aspirations of families.

ED5. The community should support schools
in their attempts to further raise standards
across all aspects (and therefore reduce the
pressure for children to attend schools outside
the Parish).

EDG6. The current primary schools should be
enhanced and expanded before any new
primary provision Is built.

ED7. A range of extended opportunities, well
suited to the needs of children, familles and
the community, should be available.

ED10. Youth provision should be well suited
to local needs to encourage attendance, 5o
helping to build a sense of community in
young people.

d. Lifelong Learning

ED11, The development of further lifelong
learning opp should be enc d

ED12. The provision of localised drop-in
centres for short hobby-type courses should
be supported, especially in relation to
Caf'Active in Spencers Wood and the proposed
Community Hall in Shinfield Rise (see below,
page 43).
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d. Lifelong Learning!®

Within the Parish, the Library is the only publicly
funded resource for informal lifelong learning
and is greatly valued by local residents. In
addition to the support provided to early years
and school-age children, it provides reference
and information resources as well as computer
access for adults, In addition, recreational
lifelong learning opportunities are provided by a
limited range of local clubs and associations,
some of which meet during the day.

Many varied resources are available in the Library

There are also opportunities for more formal
study outside the Parish's boundaries in Reading,
Burghfield, Earley and beyond. There are
currently no opportunities for accredited learning
in the Parish. While the need for short courses
has not been overwhelmingly demonstrated,
there are clear indications from consultation
feedback that further local provision, more varied
in time and topics, would be welcome. Study
around digital photography, computing,
gardening, family safety, art and natural history
would be well received during afternoons, early
evenings or at times convenient to parents with
school-aged children. Day courses could be
linked to a childcare facility.

The Future

The growth in new housing has attracted
younger couples and families with young
children. As a result there is already a need for
increased early years provision and it is
anticipated that these pressures will soon extend
to primary schools. With further housing
development planned there is every expectation
that this trend will continue. This Is recognised
In the Borough Council's Core Strategy and the
development proposals for the SDL Include
provision for two new primary schools.

All schools are now expected to
provide various services and
opportunities to meet the wider
needs of local children, their
parents and the community, often
outside the times of the traditional
school day. These may include
access to childcare; a more varied
range of before-school, after-school
and homewaork activities for children
of all ages; various types of support
for parents; and access to
specialists and professionals, for
those children who need extra
support. Schools are also intended
to be a community resource if there
is a need for their buildings or facilities to be
used by the community. Opportunities should
therefore be available to provide or facilitate
services locally to meet local needs.

The long journeys our young people will have to
travel to their secondary schools, including the
need to catch specified school buses, have a
definite negative impact on accessibility of the
schools' extended services. Activities such as
gifted and talented clubs, homework clubs,
sports, arts and craft activities are normally
scheduled before and after the school day. This
has implications both for school transport and
the possible need to make alternative provision
within the Parish. One way of addressing social
needs Is through youth provision — a youth club

10 Note that all consultations took place before the announcement of the closing of the University’s

Continuing Education Department
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Education and Childcare: Key Actions

Spencers Wood Local History Group using research facilities that existed at Ryeish Green School

a. General
Shinfield Parish Council:

* Establish a Community Education Forum to
co-ordinate and work for improvements in
provision locally.

b. Early Years and Childcare
Red Kite Children’s Centre:

* Work with early years providers to ensure
that appropriate local information, advice
and assistance is provided.

c. Primary Education

Services b F

Board:

* Work in partnership with primary phase
schools to ensure the most beneficial range
of childcare support and activitles is
available,

d. Secondary Educatlon
Community Education Forum:

* Work In partnership with Wokingham
Borough Council, parents, young people
and local businesses to improve secondary
education provision for the Parish;

Work in partnership with secondary schools
to ensure the most appropriate and
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beneficial range of extended services
opportunities is avallable, either In school
or in the local community.

e, Lifelong Learning
Community Education Forum:

* Work with Wokingham Borough Council and
the local community to further Investigate
the need for lifelong learning opportunities,
and the consequent strengthening and
development of local provision;

* Work in partnership with the Library, local
churches, associations and other bodles to
explore the possibility of local bases for
lifelong learning;

* Support, or facilitate access to support for,
local clubs and associations that wish to
develop their offer to local people;

Explore the possibility of establishing a
University of the Third Age (U3A) group in
the Parish;

Liaise with local groups regarding the
provision of short hobby-type courses;

Compile a register of people who would be
interested in participating in such courses.



7. The Economy
Overview

Until recently there have been few dramatic
changes in the local economy in the Parish, In
the later decades of the 20th Century there was
a gradual decline of local shopping facilities and
a number of small industrial units were built.
However, In recent years the pace of change has
quickened with the development of Green Park
in the north of the Parish, development of the
local transport infrastructure and the
improvements to the M4 Junction. The pace of
change will accelerate with the proposed SDL.
In addition to increasing the number of houses
in the Parish by more than 60%?!, there are plans
for light industrial and scientific sites and an
integrated transport scheme Including a Park and
Ride at Mereoak.

Foster Wheeler's European headquarters are in the
Parish at Shinfield Park.

Major international companies are based at Green
Park, a new office development in the north of the
Parish.

While there are some 200 small businesses, some
medium size and a few larger employers in the
Parish, the majority of residents work outside
the area, facilitated by a network of road and
nearby rail links. Unemployment is not markedly
evident In Shinfield Parish. From consultation
returns it would appear that the small businesses
in the Parish like being based here for various
reasons, and are satisfied with their level of
trade. The growing housing developments within
and adjacent to our Parish are likely to create
additional opportunities, and needs, for
employment — full-time, part-time and home-
based.

Background

Shinfield Parish has excellent road links with easy
access to the M4 motorway, the University of
Reading, the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading
town centre, nearby supermarkets and
towards A , Fleet and
Basingstoke. However, these advantages are
diminished by peak-hour congestion.

BLACK BOY ROUNDABOUT

Lower Earley
Woodley ©
Winnersh (A329)

Reading Aldershot
Earley
UoR

11 Wokingham Borough Core Strategy estimates the number of dwellings as 4,036 in 2008 and 6,536 in
2026.
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However, many of these businesses depend on
passing trade or attracting people from outside
the Parish to make them viable and thus remain
available to local residents.

Shinfield Rise and Shinfield village are less
advantaged in terms of the proportion of young
people not staying on in education and training
post-16 years of age (between 40 and 50%), the
proportion of adults having no or low-level
qualifications (around 40%), and in terms of
income. The areas of the Parish to the west and
the parts of the Parish closest to Lower Earley
are more advantaged and, on average, people
living in these areas have higher incomes,

At the time of writing, the current economic
downturn is having an effect on both local
employers and the opportunities they can offer.
Jacobs  Engineering, the international
construction and professional services company,
recently vacated its premises in School Green,
reducing employment opportunities in the
Parish. This situation is likely to be further
aggravated by cutbacks in public services
affecting both employment opportunities and
services locally.

Some of the local pubs. All serve food.

B i
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There are large, medium and small employers In
the Parish and some local people take advantage
of the employment opportunities offered. There
is some evidence that a small, but increasing,
number of people work from home. Their number
is not known, but anecdotally may be significant
in overall terms. However many residents have,
or seek, work outside the Parish in nearby towns,
villages or further afield.

The single biggest employer In the Parish Is
Foster Wheeler, a major chemical engineering
company at Shinfield Park. Many of the other
large employers in the Parish are located in
Green Park, almost 40% of which lies within
Shinfield Parish, and which houses offices for
significant international businesses such as Cisco
Systems. While these businesses do employ local
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Post offices in Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross.

Left: Pulleyn
Transport has a
large fleet and
occuplesa 1.6
hectare site near
Three Mile Cross.

Right: smaller
Industrial units in
Spencers Wood.

people, most employees come from outside the
Parish. Likewise, there are several large
employers just outside the Parish that employ
Shinfield residents.

There are a number of haulage and vehicle-based
businesses, the largest being Pulleyn Transport.
The Wellington and Heron industrial estates in
Spencers Wood have small, modern industrial
units. There are currently a number of vacancles
on these estates, There Is a range of smaller
office-based and light industrial employers
throughout the Parish. As might be expected in
a semi-rural area, agriculture and related land
usesstill between the main

There is a variety of local services, crafts, shops,
restaurants, hotels, pubs, garages and so on
throughout the Parish. These
provide useful local services and
largely employ local people.

There is a good variety of local
services throughout the Parish (here
and top of next page). They are an
important part of village life.

There Is also a post office in School Green. These are

greatly valued by local people, who would not want to see them closed.

The Future

Between 2001 and 2008 a total of 1,151 houses
were completed in the Parish!? and a further
2,500 are proposed as part of the Core Strategy.
Other proposed developments include:

« Business uses on University land adjacent to
the A327 in Shinfield;

A Science and Innovation Park on land owned
by the University between the M4 motorway
and Cutbush Lane;

The designation of Hyde End Farm as a
possible Preferred Area site for mineral
extraction by the Borough Council;

The nomination of an area east of Shinfield
village as a possible Preferred Area site for
mineral extraction;

A number of road improvements that are
discussed In the Transport and Access section
below.

As the building of the proposed 2,500 extra
houses goes ahead, some more local employment
will be desirable. Employment must be balanced

Rural development of small office units in Grazeley.

with development. Vacant premises should be
filled, and support and encouragement should
be provided to local businesses. Redundant farm
buildings should be utilised for commercial
purposes before new builds. The proposed
Science Park would provide some employment,
although it is anticipated that most higher-level
job appolintments will be filled from outside the
Parish. Proposed plans for the SDL include the

12 wokingham Borough Council Core Strategy.
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provision of new retall outlets. There Is no local
demand for a large supermarket and provision
should be sufficient to meet the needs of the
local community only. There is strong support

The Economy: Aspirations

The foll are based on

for maintaining the existing post offices in the
Parish. The Parish Council should therefore work
with post offices to ensure thelr future
sustainability.

with local and b and are

also consistent with emerging priorities from
Wokingham Borough Council.

EC13. The vitality and economic
sustainability of the Parish should be
improved while maintaining its rural character.

EC14, Advantage should be taken of
opportunities to develop the skills of the local
workforce to meet the future needs of local
businesses.

EC15. A partnership approach should be
adopted to deliver a strong, diverse economy
in Shinfield Parish, It is essential that the
Parish Council forges and malntains strong

The Economy: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

* Prioritise the occupancy of the empty
business units and the conversion of
farm for c ial
purposes before granting permission for
new builds in order to achieve greater
sustalnabllity as well as a more prosperous
appearance, (In /ine with LPF CP1, CP6 and
CP11)

Shinfield Parish Council

* Adopt as one of its stated Aims, and
support, the development of the local
economy, so that this aim Is reflected in its
various decisions and comments on local
Issues;

Information about the Parish, its services and
those of local commerce, voluntary groups and
clubs is provided through the Parish
noticeboards, the Parish Council website, and
the Loddon Reach magazine (now distributed
throughout the Parish). However, more could be
done to support clubs and groups to make full
use of these facilities and to promote their
activities and widen their membership.

Access by public transport to local facilities
across the Parish and beyond is restricted and
so there Is great reliance on car journeys, and

the Berkshire Economic Strategy Board and

links with the Borough Council, other
agencies, businesses and other partners.

EC16. Existing Library, local shops and post
offices should be retained and sufficient,
accessible local shops, post offices and other
services provided to meet lacal needs.

EC17. Parking facilities near local shops, post
offices and businesses should be improved to
promote trade and therefore the sustainability
of services provided.

Consider whether it has a role to play in
leading a partnership approach to support
the delivery of a strong, diverse economy
in Shinfield. If so, develop these themes
and agree a more detailed action plan;

+ Conslder Its role in understanding local
skills, how skill gaps might be filled and
develop an action plan to address identified
issues;

Work to ensure there is no reduction in post
office services locally.
Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

* Establish contact with local small
and h rkers and blish
whether any additional support s required.
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people without cars can feel trapped at home.
This is discussed further in the chapter on
Transport and Access.

Information is provided on the Parish noticeboards, on the Parish Council's website and in Loddon Reach magazine.

The Future

As a result of proposed development up to 2026,
the population may increase by approximately
50% again. The integration of so many new
families will place even greater strains on social
structures and community cohesion. To preserve
the identity of each settlement, careful location
of the new homes and the retention of green
gaps between communities is strongly urged.

There is no community building at all in Shinfield
North. There is a strong local need here with
requirements made clear by residents, and the
support of the Parish Council has already been
pledged. However, through lack of action on the
part of the Borough Council, one opportunity to
redress this need has been lost.

In Spencers Wood the lack of a meeting place
for adults, which was emphasised during the
consultation process, has been met by the
opening of Caf'Active at St Michael's Church.

This community café and meeting place is open
for elderly people, young mothers and their
children and the wider community throughout
the week as well as for people attending church
services. The transport scheme run by the
Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group and a computer
club are centred here. Caf'Active could provide
after-school clubs, careers counselling, help with
redundancy (Next Step) and other needs.
Potential also exists for expanding the use of
Spencers Wood Pavilion.

The balance of housing types is not meeting
requirements In Shinfield Rise. Many family
dwellings in public ownership are occupied by
elderly people who would prefer single
accommodation or bungalow-style properties but
do not wish to leave the estate. The provision of
additional single dwellings here would release
much-needed three- and four-bedroom homes.
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8. Social and Community Development

Overview

The rapid pace of development has put great
pressure on the soclal fabric and institutions of
the Parish and these pressures will continue with
further development. A healthy, thriving
community Is based on three interlinked
foundations. Once these are fully established,
then Individuals have an opportunity to find
personal fulfilment.

First, a community needs to have an identity of
its own. Without an identity, a community Is only
a very loose collection of people and dwellings.
Newcomers need to be able to recognise and
identify an existing community and must feel
able to become part of it, if they wish to do so.
The first section of this chapter therefore deals
with Identity and Integration.

Secondly, the basic needs of the people living in
a community must be met. Hence the physical
care of all people must be provided for, and a
healthy lifestyle be promoted in a safe and
pleasant environment, The second section of this
chapter examines Healthy and Secure Lifestyle.
(Other aspects of lifestyle such as education and
employment are discussed in other chapters of
this document.)

Thirdly, the need to belong, self-esteem,
aspirations and motivation must also be
addressed so that people can truly thrive in the
environment where they live, The third section,
Community Well-Being, considers what Is
required to ensure that people feel part of a
caring and supportive community to which they
can positively contribute and in which they can
develop their own feelings of self-worth.
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Identity and Integration
Background

The separate Village Character Statements
lllustrate the separation of Shinfield Parish's
settlements. The diversity of the communities
that this separation creates is a strong and
valued characteristic of the Parish. The ever
growing urban sprawl of Reading is seen as a
threat and there Is a strong will to resist
becoming part of 'Greater Reading’.

Shinfield Parish has long suffered from the
threats of new housing development and
anticipated major change. As a result of recent
development, the community has seen a 25%
increase in population since 2001, Integration
and community cohesion are assisted by the
generally good facilities providing informal,
low-cost meeting places, except in Shinfield
North, but the recent rapid expansion has placed
new pressures on community organisations and
facilities.

There are several community halls in the southern part
of the Parish including Spencers Wood Village Hall
(top), Spencers Wood Pavilion (above) and the Parish
Hall in Shinfield (left).

Identity and Integration: Aspirations

SC1. Ensure that each c has an

identity which people can recognise and
value, and into which they can integrate as
they wish,

SC2, Ensure that new and established
residents have access to accurate and up-to-
date information about services and activities
throughout the area.

SC3. Ensure that when any new development
takes place adequate infrastructure and

are p in that
or that neighbouring infrastructure and
amenities are enhanced.

SC4. Ensure that new developments continue
to have a mix of social and private housing,
which Is well Integrated to promote social
cohesion and tolerance.

Identity and Integration: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

* Provide a new community hall in Shinfield
Rise (subject to the outcome of review of
community facilities);

« Provide suitable accommodation for elderly

¢ Extend distribution of Loddon Reach to
cover the whole of the Parish (Achieved
with the help of Shinfield Parish
Council).

Shinfield Parish Council

+ Promote the full use of existing community
b to help ensure their future;

residents in Rise.
strategy for Older People).

Dlocese of Oxford/Parochlal Church
Councils

+ Construct a café/meeting place in
St Michael's Church, Spencers Wood.
(Achleved);

Healthy and Secure Lifestyle

Background

The of the Parish enjoy a
good level of health which reflects in part the
mostly good housing and employment prospects,
and healthy lifestyles. Historically the Parish has
been served by the medical practice in the
adjacent parish of Swallowfield, with its outlier
consulting room in Shinfield village. In 2008 the
increase In led to the

of a new medical practice at the newly built
health centre in Shinfield village which also
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« Further Improve communications with
including p g of

bus routes and timetables, facilities, events
and the activities of local groups and clubs,

includes a pharmacy and a dental service.
Mothers with young children and elderly people
in particular have requested some more
accessible medical provision in Three Mile Cross,
with a linked pharmacy service.

Services to support health, diet and well-being,
for example chiropody or exercise classes, are
available locally, There are numerous
opportunities within the Parish and nearby for



keeping fit by following Indoor and outdoor sport,
leisure and recreational activities. Other ways in
which people keep active Include participating in
the parish walks, joining sports clubs and by
having allotments, and there is a range of
outdoor gym equipment at Spencers Wood
recreation ground.

The new health centre In Shinfield village provides a
range of services

The range of shops and other services spread
throughout the Parish means that most people
can walk to a post office or general store.
However, the focus of facilities along the main
roads means that people living west of the A33
do not have local shops or pubs.

Outdoor gym equipment has recently been installed in
Spencers Wood Recreation Ground by the Parish Council.

SHINRIELD |

t}Al BRITISH LEG1oN

The British Legion supports events throughout the
Parish.

amateur dramatics groups in Shinfield North and
in Swallowfield. Venues for society and club
meetings, and for indoor leisure and recreation,
are available in village and church halls in the

Clubs and groups meet in Wood
Library, including a book club, children’s club
and storytime. The Library also has a
comprehensive local information display and a
computer for after-school use, There is also a
wide range of clubs and groups such as scouts
and guides groups, the Women's Institute, the
British Legion and sports clubs. There are also

as well as the Parish Hall
at School Green. A youth club meets in the
Pavilion at Spencers Wood but there Is a need
for youth clubs in Shinfield village and Shinfield
North., The success of such ventures relies
heavily on the commitment of adults to oversee
activities for young people and there Is a
constant demand for volunteers.
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The Future

The planned growth in population will necessitate
increased provision for leisure and recreation as
well as the development of new and existing
clubs and community organisations. The two
Anglican and the other churches already play a
significant role In the villages and recognise that
there Is an opportunity to do more to reach out
to the community as a whole to promote
community well-being (see below). For example
they could assist in setting up some of the
volunteer groups to complement other existing
activities by volunteers. One such effort could
be supporting the Adopt a Garden scheme
whereby people on the allotments waiting list
use part, or all, of the garden of another resident
who does not want to garden themselves,

The existing plans for the SDL include two
hood centres in village which
are toactas hubs provid
community, health, recreation and education
facilities, as well as schools and local retail
provision. In the west of the SDL the buildings
of the former Ryeish Green School and Leisure
Centre could be used not only for village
residents but for the Parish as a whole.

As well as improvement to the pitches at the
Ryeish Green School site there is a requirement
for a cricket pitch and further tennis courts.
These facilities could be concentrated at the
Ryelsh Green School site, and should include an
all weather multi-use games area (MUGA). The
existing sports pavilion should be enlarged and
upgraded, providing facilities to act as a social
club as well as offering adequate parking to
accommodate both home and visiting clubs.

There are several small playgrounds for children of all
ages, including in Shinfield village, Spencers Wood and
Three Mile Cross.

Fishing rights along some lengths of banks of
the River Loddon could perhaps be assigned for
public fishing after negotiations with landowners,
provided that this was properly managed and did
not result in the degradation of vegetation and
structure of the banks.

Itis imperative that the necessary infrastructure
of amenities and green space is well thought out
and forms part of the agreed plans. Developers
should be held accountable for providing them
at a very early stage of the site works. Strong
planning and accountability would help to ensure
community benefits from future developments.
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Village and church halls and churches are able to host
a variety of activities.

There are limited public facilities for sport and
recreation in the Parish — a situation made worse
by the recent decision by Wokingham Borough
Council to close the indoor sports and leisure
facilities at Ryeish Green. The nearest facilities
are now at the major Loddon Valley Leisure
Centre, including swimming pools, just outside
the Parish In Lower Earley. Although facilities at
Spencers Wood Recreation Ground have been
Improved, there is scope for improvement at
others and there are few places outdoors that
are particularly appealing for adults to sit and
converse, There are several small playgrounds
for young children, some of which are being
upgraded, but there is a shortage of play spaces
and equipment for older children. There are
playing fields at Millworth Lane in Shinfield and
at the Ryeish Green School site, as well as
pltches attached to local schools. It is intended
to retain the pitches and the existing sports
pavilion at Ryeish Green, but these are In need
of further improvement. There are also tennis
clubs in Shinfield and just outside the Parish in
Riseley.

There are a wide variety of churches, including Shinfield Baptist Church, St Mary’s Church of England, Shinfield,
and St Michael and All Angels Church of England, Spencers Wood.
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Healthy and Secure Lifestyle: Aspirations

SC5. Enable all Parish residents to live In a
safe and healthy environment, with a varied
choice of enjoyable, safe and healthy
activities for their spare time.

SC6. Provide elderly and disabled residents
with access to the services they require and
assist them to lead full and happy lives.

SC7. Retain and enhance community facilitles
on the site of the former Ryeish Green School
as a focal point for the communities south of
the M4, with particular provision for youth.

Healthy and Secure Lifestyle:

Wokingham Borough Council
Policy and Strategic Issues

« Retain and enhance community facilities on
the Ryeish Green School site (/n accordance
with the LDF / Core Strategy);

« Improve existing sports facilities at the
Ryeish Green School site to include an
all-weather pitch, a cricket square, and a
larger pavilion (/n accordance with the LDF
/ Core Strategy);

« Provide more indoor and outdoor sport and
recreational facilities including places for
young people to meet (as part of the
strategy for sport and leisure facilities and
open spaces currently under development);

« Create new pleasant green areas for people
to sit and converse (as part of the strategy
for sport and leisure facilities and open
spaces currently under development);

« Plan for additional allotments assoclated
with all major housing developments (as
part of development approval process in
accordance with the appropriate LDF
policles).

Berkshire West PCT/Local Medical
Practices

* Provide outreach medical services In Three
Mile Cross.
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SCB. Provide more playgrounds with better
provision for older children, activity items and
all-weather areas for ball games and so on.

SC9. Develop or support developments of
small parks or green spaces with a pleasant
outlook and well-designed seating areas.

§C10. Provide sufficient allotments to meet
demand as communities grow.

Key Actions

Shinfield Parish Community Partnership

+ Negotiate with landowners to provide public
fishing spaces on the banks of the River
Loddon.

More pleasant green areas for people to sit and
converse could be created.



Community Well-Being

Background

The well-being of the community is best achieved
if all members — whatever their age, race, gender
or creed - have the opportunity for personal
fulfilment and creativity. A community that acts
together, grows together. It is for these reasons
that people's mental, emotional and cultural
well-being should be nurtured so that everyone
can feel part of a caring and supportive
community to which they can contribute,
Extending and encouraging the growth of existing
groups, societies, clubs and voluntary
organisations, and making the best use of
existing b will ensure and
limit costs.

People have the opportunity to become Involved
with organisations such as amateur theatre,
church and school choirs, and the carnivals and
fetes held each year In Spencers Wood and on
School Green. These events deserve greater
promotion, support and participation.

9. Transport and Access
Overview

Consultation demonstrated that transport — and
especially traffic and parking — are major
concerns for local residents In all parts of the
Parish. The effects are felt on the quality of life,
on the ability to access different facilities around
the Parish and on community cohesion,

Levels of car ownership are amongst the highest
in the country, and the through routes (the M4
in the north, the A33 linking Reading to
Basingstoke, and the A327, linking Reading to
Aldershot) with the two routes (the B3270 and
B3349) which run east-west across the Parish,
offer good communications for drivers but are
subject to congestion during peak periods.

Much of Shinfield Parish is characterised by small
settlements In rural settings, with busy through
roads and narrow lanes. The M4 Junction 11 on
the boundary with Reading Borough is the major
traffic hub in the area. The B3270 and B3349 act
as feeders to the villages of the Parish linking
them to the main through routes, but the M4 and
the parallel B3270 effectively separate Shinfield
North from the rest of the Parish, and similarly
the A33 dual carriageway separates Grazeley and
Great Lea from the major part of the Parish to
the east.

Public transport varies greatly across the Parish.
Those living north of the M4 benefit from good

Joining a choir, such as the one in St Michael's Church,
Spencers Wood, Is one opportunity for fulfilment and
enjoyment.

Spencers Wood Carnival in September has quickly
become established as a popular event.
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bus services. East of the A33 levels of service
were reduced in 2009 and improvements are
required if Increased use of public transport is
to be enc Services to c west
of the A33 are very restricted. A network of
footpaths and a limited number of cycle routes
provide alternative means of transport and
access both within and through the Parish,

The to ¢ the
need to reduce traffic congestion and to improve
pedestrian access. The section on Highways and
Parking focuses on the amount of congestion on
the main routes, which has Implications for air
quality, noise, and pedestrian safety, and the
impact of parking, often seen as an impediment
to the full use of village facilities and activities.
The rest of the sections In this chapter — Public
and Community Transport, Cycle Routes and
Footways — have a dual focus on reducing
C and imp g C cohesion
and healthy lifestyles, and there is special
consideration of Routes to School.

Proposed future development within the Parish
will require careful consideration of transport
and access to ensure that development is
sustainable — that it has sufficient capacity while
minimising environmental impact. It should
ensure that alternatives to private vehicles are
encouraged through improvement to public

Despite recent road imp there is still
Black Boy roundabout at such a time.

especially at peak periods. These pictures show the
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The Future

Volunteers can have a major role in developing
community  spirit. Most gain

volunteers scheme that can help match

momentum quickly if just a small group can be
energised to get started and keep a programme
up and running. One outcome of community
involvement in producing this Plan has been the
decision to establish a local community

| to needs. Finding these
people, and giving them the encouragement and
support that they need and recognising their
achlevement, is one way the Parish Council can
assist the community.

Community Well-Being: Aspirations

SC11. Establish a cultural and artistic festival
across the Parish to promote and celebrate
the cultural life of the community and the
contribution of local clubs, groups, societies
and associations.

SC12. Encourage social interaction among
local residents, particularly those with
restricted transport or income (e.g. elderly,
disabled, young mothers, young people).

SC13, Promote a sense of community and
social responsibility among children and
young people.

SC14, Establish a culture of volunteering and
celebrate the contribution that volunteers
make to the community.

Community Well-Being: Key Actions

Shinfield Parish Council

* Promote and facilitate the recruitment and
training of volunteers to further assist with
the running of activities.

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

« Form a Friends group of volunteers to visit
and befriend people In need;

* Organise an annual festival and associated
activities to promote and celebrate the
cultural life of the community and promote
local clubs, groups, societies and
associations;

* Promote the development and use of the
proposed community woodland to foster

community engagement, social
responsibility and healthy lifestyles.
hinfield Parish C hij

* Contact groups and organisers to discover
what help they need to grow and widen
their membership;
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transport, cycle routes and footpaths. However,
it should also acknowledge the reliance of many
residents on private transport and therefore a
continued need for appropriate highway and
parking Infrastructure.

Highways and Parking
Background

The principal issues relate to congestion,
especially at peak periods. This is mainly caused
by through traffic but is also affected by local
traffic within the Parish, especially that
assoclated with school transport (see below).
Contributing factors are the existing road
network, particularly the B3349 and A327, which
are inadequate for current levels of traffic, and
the high levels of car ownership and
inadequacies of public transport (see below).
Some narrow lanes are used as rat runs at peak
times. The Introduction of a one-way system
along Hyde End Lane and Ryeish Lane to the
north of Hyde End Road has reduced the number
of vehicles using this route and makes these
roads much more pleasant and safer to walk
along. Outside peak periods speed of traffic Is
an issue, especially on the rural roads through
the communities west of the A33.

A consequence of congestion Is air and noise
pollution. Away from the main roads the air
quality south of the M4 seems satisfactory.
However, recordings on the A327 and on Whitley
Wood Lane, both in Shinfield North, show levels
of pollution well above targets quoted by
Wokingham Borough Council. There are no
available figures for Spencers Wood and Three
Mile Cross or beside the motorway junction.
Small aircraft performing aerobatics are another
cause of noise pollution.

Parking Is a cause for concern. Four main issues
were Identified:

Parking for local shops and amenities;

* Match-day parking for the Madejski Stadium;
« Parking provision in estates;

« Parking on pavements and its effects on
pedestrians and drivers of disabled vehicles.

52

¢ Support local clubs, groups and
assoclations to develop and promote their
services and activities;

Support local youth clubs to encourage
young people to participate in challenging
and enjoyable educational and cultural
activities.

One of the volunteer drivers from the Shinfleld
Voluntary Car Service with a client.

There is a public car park on the edge of the
Green at School Green and off-road parking
along the Basingstoke Road in Spencers Wood.
Elsewhere, busy through roads and narrow lanes
mean that parking on pavements and grass
verges can be a major problem, especially
around local shops and other amenities. This is
even more pronounced when there are special
occasions In the villages and on match days at
the Madejski Stadium, when cars are parked
along the roadsides in Three Mile Cross and
Great Lea.

Even in new housing developments high levels
of car ownership mean that parking provision
(which is laid down by the Borough Council in
accordance with planning guidance) s
inadequate and parked cars encroach on open
spaces and can dominate the appearance of
areas. When cars park on pavements it is often
difficult for pedestrians with pushchalrs, people
in wheelchairs or with sight impairment, and
drivers of disabled vehicles to get past, forcing
them Into the road.




The Future
Despite concerns that the rec ation of

Junction 11 might result in even heavier traffic
on the approach roads through the Parish, It has,
so far, reduced peak-hour congestion. However,
concern still remains that the planned SDL and
the major Park-and-Ride facllity on the A33 at
Mereoak may undo the benefits obtained. Other
major schemes that will affect roads and traffic
that are currently planned in and near to the
Parish Include:

+ Construction of Eastern Relief Road (ERR)
and bridge over M4;

* Improvements to the A327 and A33 and
routes to the station at Winnersh Triangle
and the planned station at Green Park;

« Measures to improve accessibllity by non-car
transport, including a new route connecting
Shinfield to Spencers Wood and the Mereoak
Park-and-Ride.

While y supp g the of
an improved public transport network and new
public rights of way, there is strong community
objection to the proposed construction of a
'public transport only' route across the area
originally set aside for the SANG and proposed
for the site of a community woodland In the
Community Plan. While a bridleway or footpaths
would enhance such provision, the construction
of a roadway is entirely inappropriate and would
detract from the achievement of the objectives
of a SANG and would potentially open up green
fields for future development. There are also
concerns that although the planned relief road
may ease traffic on the current A327, it will
increase congestion at the Black Boy roundabout,
where it is proposed that it would rejoin the
existing route.

It is important that the network of narrow lanes
and the two cross-routes are retained if the
Individual character and identities of the villages
are to be sustained. The improvements to the
A33 and Junction 11 (already completed) and
the planned Eastern Relief Road will help to
reduce pressure from new developments, but
given high levels of car ownership, may not be
sufficient to avoid Increased congestion. Should
the proposed Arborfield SDL proceed, the

Public and Community Transport

Background

There Is no rail service within the Parish.
There is, however, a station on the
Basingstoke-Reading branch line in Mortimer,
which Is well used by local commuters. A new
station is planned on the same line north of
the M4 beyond the Parish boundary, serving
the Green Park Business Park and the
Madejski Football Stadium complex.

Bus services are tabulated below. Services
west of the A33 are very restricted; otherwise
the main services are generally reasonable
but some routes could be Iimproved by
extending the times at which they operate.

Improved bus shelters with seating, detailed
timetables and raised paving for access are being
Installed across the Parish.

prop new cross-route south of the Parish to
the A33 will be important to avoid more traffic
from outside the Parish using the exIsting cross-
routes.

The improved management of parking could also
make a significant contribution to reducing
congestion. It is important that the new
development should include, as part of the
integral planning process, provision for good and
Imaginative off-road parking schemes.

No \
articulated
vehicles

Except for

access

With a few modifications it Is possible to segregate
most through traffic from local traffic.
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Bus |Route

Desirable improvements

6 Reading to Shinfield Park

9 Reading to Shinfield Rise, Shinfield Park

20, 21 |Reading to Lower Earley

2009

72 Reading to Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood, Swallowfield |Run early bus on Saturday
and Aldershot. Improved service was introduced from July [mornings for those working

and Farnborough

82 Reading to Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood (then) Yateley

82A |Reading to Spencers Wood (a small number of services|Run buses later into the
continue to Riseley). Withdrawn from July 2009, apart from |evening from Mondays to
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings and Sunday services | Wednesdays and Sundays

Green. Withdrawn from July 2009

112 [Reading to Spencers Wood via Shinfield North and School [Reinstate service and provide

services In afternoons and
evenings

144 |Reading to Wokingham via Shinfield and Arborfield

journey each way

145 |Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood to Wokingham (including |Increase frequency
Tesco) and Winnersh (Salnsbury’s). Tuesdays only, one

154 |Reading to Stratfield Saye via Beech Hill, Loddon Court Farm |Increase frequency
and Grazeley (Thursdays and Saturdays only)
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Highways and Parking: Aspirations

TA1. To reduce excessive speeding and 'rat
running',

TA2, To ensure that new main roads have a
minimum number of stopping polnts in order
to reduce noise and air pollution,

TA3. To Improve the flow of traffic through
the villages with junctions and pedestrian
crossing lights and lay-bys at bus stops.

TA4.To use 'silent' road surfaces in
residential areas, as well as on through roads.

TAS. To allow for increased off-road parking
in all future developments.

TAG6. To make provision for adequate parking
at local shops, churches and other amenities.

TA7. To improve safety by restricting parking
at junctions and pedestrian crossings.

Highways and Parking: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council

Service Issues

* Monitor the progress of existing
developments to ensure that they are

completed in accordance with the planning
conditions;

Reduce speed limits throughout the Parish
in line with Government guidance;

Retain the one-way system north of Hyde
End Road at the end of the trial period
(Achieved);

Provide frequent public transport from all
parts of the Parish to the proposed Mereoak
Park-and-Ride facility, if it goes ahead, and
mitigate the effects of any Increased
journeys through the Parish to the facility;

Curtail parking around the road junction at
School Green;

P S N
@ ira
7 7 p870 608 2 608
+names Travel
| G1491 837988k
‘www.busboou
BOR :
K AM

The lack of services for residents of Grazeley,
Poundgreen and Hartley Court means that they
are almost entirely d di on private

* Provide additional car parking for local
shops throughout the Parish;

Create a bus lay-by parking area on
Basingstoke Road opposite Warings Bakery;

« Improve parking facilities at Millworth Lane
for Shinfield Recreation Ground;

* Provide clearly defined parking places for
St Mary's Church, Shinfield;

* Promote (with Reading Borough Council)
the provision of adequate parking places
for the proposed improved shopping centre
at Shinfield Rise, (Achleved).

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

+ Organise a campaign In conjunction with
Thames Valley Police to discourage parking
on pavements.

Some services are provided for people who find
it difficult to get out and about, both by
and by official bodies. Volunteers for

transport (or taxis). The withdrawal of the
service between Spencers Wood and School
Green further affects access to local facilities
within the Parish, The limitations of bus services
outside school and working hours affects those
without cars or those unable to drive, especially
disabled and young people wanting to take part
in leisure activities at any distance, or to travel
to Reading and beyond. They are generally
forced to rely on parents and friends to use cars,
or to take taxis, which increases congestion and
carbon output.
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example take elderly people to and from Spring
Gardens sheltered housing for lunch and other
special occasions and Swallowfleld Medical
Practice organises transport to hospital. The
Library runs a Home Library Service that relies
on volunteers to help people to get the books of
their choice. 'Readibus' provides a limited service
for people who cannot travel on ordinary buses
and it will take people by prior arrangement
to and from Reading or to local centres, such
as a surgery or the Asda shopping complex.
A similar service Is operated by 'Keep Mobile',



a Wokingham-based charity. Such provision has

there Is not to be a significant Increase in

been significantly Imp by the

of a community transport scheme by the
Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group In response to
the I of the draft C ity Plan.

The Future

The draft Community Plan has influenced the
plans for the SDL,*? resulting in a strong
commitment to sustainability and recognition of
the Impi e of impi public port, if

C The prop Mereoak Park-and-
Ride and the new station at Green Park have the
potential to significantly improve the public
transport network and the draft planning
guldance also recognises the Importance of good
public transport links to both facilities from all
parts of the Parish if the Borough Council's
aspirations are to be realised. This should
Include provision for those using Class 3 road
vehicles (e.g. mobility scooters) and provision
of other mobility alds for those that need them.

Public and Community Transport: Aspirations

TA8. To provide a more comprehensive bus
service by extending the operating times of
some services.

TA9. To provide an affordable shuttle bus
service linking communities and providing
access to facilities,

TA10. To integrate bus services with rail
services and the proposed Mereoak Park-and-
Ride, if this goes ahead.

TA11. To ensure that safety, security and
access (camber, ramps, dropped kerbs, path

width) for etc is fully c
in existing and future development schemes.

Public and Community Transport: Key Actions

‘Wokingham Borough Council:
Policy and Strategic Issues

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group:

« Establish a volunteer driver scheme linking
C and g access to

« Impose imp to public por
p as part of prop
south of M4 and ensure these are enforced

(in with the appropriate LPF

policy CP20);

+ Negotiate extension of operating times with
bus operating companies.

p
facilities (Achleved);

« Establish and maintain a list of people who
would use the above scheme. (Achieved).

document (draft for consultation) October 2010

‘Wokingham Borough Council, South of the M4 Strategic Location: y planning

http:// gov. P

The Future

The Borough Council's Core Strategy and the
proposals of individual developers all Include
increased provision for cyclists on proposed new
estates. However, by itself this is insufficient.
Cycle routes throughout the Parish need to be
improved and there needs to be more
encouragement for people to use cycles and
leave cars at home especially as the population
and traffic congestion increase.

Cycle Routes: Aspirations

TA12.To provide a network of safe and
attractive cycle routes that encourage leisure
use.

TA13.To provide quick and more direct
routes for commuters and other users.

TA14. To provide safe cycle routes to schools
and safe-cycle tralning to encourage children
to cycle to school.

Cycle Routes: Key Actions

Wokingham Borough Council
Service Issues

« Implement the cycle routes proposed in the
Wokingham Cycling Strategy 2007;

+ Widen shared paths for improved safety of
cyclists and pedestrians;

« Link cycle routes with those beyond the
Borough.

Council, i
Parish Council, Employers

+ Provide places for cycles to be left securely.
Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

« Organise a campalgn to encourage cycling
to include:

o Establishing a local cycling club,
possibly in association with a local
cycle shop;

e Organising a programme of Sunday
cycle rides;

9/ or http://tiny.cc/vhvxs)

For this to happen, it is necessary to have more
than just cycle tracks alongside existing roads.
The tracks must be separated from road traffic,
and be attractive, welcoming and, above all,
safe. They need to meet the needs of different
groups of cycle users — commuters and school
pupils, as well as leisure cyclists and casual riders.

TA15. To ensure provision for new cycle
routes and connections to existing routes as
part of the planning conditions for residential
and commercial development,

TA16. To link existing and new cycle routes
not just within the Parish and Wokingham
Borough but also to surrounding authorities
and the national cycle network,

= Encouraging employers to provide
showers/changing facilities and to join
the 'Tax-free bike for work' campaign;

= Offering basic cycle maintenance
classes etc., possibly in association
with a local cycle shop;

Encouraging schools to offer cycling
proficlency tralning for pupils (and
parents).
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Cycle Routes

Background

The encouragement of cycling is seen as an
important contribution to reducing traffic and
Improving health and lifestyles. However,
provision for cyclists is currently poor: National
Cycle Route 23, between Reading and
Basingstoke, passes through Green Park and
Grazeley while a short section of the ’round
Berkshire' cycle route passes through the
southern part of Spencers Wood. Only one route
links the communities within the Parish (a shared
footpath/cycleway linking Ryeish Green to
Shinfield village and Shinfield Park). With the
exception of the reconstructed Junction 11, no
routes linking to the national cycle network or
to existing routes Into Reading, which in a
number of cases start at the Parish boundary.

Wokingham Borough Council’s Cycling Strategy
2007 Is currently under review and so far there
has been little or no investment in the Parish.
With the mix of main routes and minor narrow
roads and lanes used by an ever-increasing
number of motor vehicles there are serious safety
issues which deter cyclists and potential cyclists.

At present a further disincentive for cyclists Is
the lack of provision for cycles to be left securely
at shops, leisure facilities, etc.

Reading
d:b Lower Earley
Three Mile
Cross

Cycling should be encouraged for leisure and as a
means of transport to and from school and work.
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Footways

Note: The term 'footways' is used here to define pedestrian paths. These may be (i) at the side of
roads (‘pavements'), (i) tarmac paths away from roads and (ili) paths or tracks, including public
rights of way, that may not at present be surfaced but which perform a significant role in the
provision of daily access from home to schools, work, shops etc.

Footways would be more heavily used but are considered unsafe because of inadequate lighting, overhanging

vegetation or just being too narrow.

Background

During consultations a number of difficulties
have been identified which discourage use of
footways In most parts of the Parish, including:

+ Footways that would be more heavily used
but which are considered unsafe for a range
of reasons;

Use of pavements by cyclists due to
inadequate provision of cycle routes;
Insufficient pedestrian crossings especially
on routes to schools and at shopping areas;
Parking on pavements and double parking
around schools, especially Whiteknights
School, are particular problems.
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The Future

Requirement CP6 of the Borough Council's Core
Strategy recognises the need to enhance
facilities for pedestrians as part of improvements
to the existing Infrastructure network. As with
provision for cyclists, restricting improvements
to new developments will not of itself encourage
people to walk more. A holistic view needs to be
adopted requiring developers to improve existing
facilities in order to have a major impact on
people's habits. The network should be planned
on the 'wish routes' principle: the route that
people would take if they could.



Footways: Aspirations

TA17. To improve the condition of
pavements and ensure that footways are
malntained in good condition.

TA18. To Install all-weather surfaces on
unsurfaced footpaths (public rights of way)
that perform a significant role in daily access
from home to school, work and shops etc.

TA19. To separate footways from road traffic
to make them attractive, welcoming and safe.

TA20. To ensure that the network of
footways is reviewed with regard to access to
shaps, schools and other facilities.

Footways: Key Actions

10. Action Plan

Wokingham Borough Council

Service Issues

Improve pavements on all approaches to
Lambs Lane School;

Install all-weather surfacing on public rights
of way serving as routes to school, work
and shops;

Provide crossings on Hollow Lane;

Establish a walking and cycling route to
Grazeley School, including a footbridge over
the A33 linking with the proposed Park-and-
Ride facility, if constructed;

Ensure that new developments include
[ for p routes
and that this is enforced;

Surface Footpath 11 from School Green to
Church Lane to enhance its use for
residents in the new housing to the north
of School Green,
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The varlous actions identified in the previous five chapters have been brought together in a single

list, ighting the

to lead their implementation and identifying other key

partners. A target date for each action has already been or will be identified to try to ensure that
progress is made towards achieving targets within a reasonable timescale. A second list arranged
by the lead partner will be made avallable on the Parish Plans section of the website
(wwiw.shinfieldparish.gov.uk) for ease of reference. To co-ordinate and oversee the implementation
of the Action Plan, a Community Partnership Is to be established, comprising representatives of all
the lead organisations as well as other key local organisations and employers. It is anticipated that
the Community Partnership will meet three or four times a year to monitor progress and to agree
further action if required. It may also act as the lead partner on certain actions.

Section Coding
Green The Environment
Blue Education and Childcare
Peach The Economy
Lavender Social and Community Development

Yellow Transport and Access
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Routes to School
Background

The Parish suffers from a great deal of through
traffic, Including traffic using Junction 11 of the
M4 motorway. The amount of traffic is greatly
increased by cars carrying children to and from

generated by students travelling to secondary
schools outside the Parish. Many children of the
Parish could walk or cycle to Ryeish Green
School, but are very unlikely to walk or cycle to

E k or schools.

school In the mornings and during
term times. This increases air pollution and the
parking causes nuisance to both residents and
other vehicle users, Reducing school traffic is
seen as an Important objective and has the
added benefit of

One of the main aims of this Community Plan is
to encourage walking and cycling to school, both
of which would benefit healthy living as well as

and promoting community engagement.

There are seven schools in the area as well as
nurseries and play groups, and approximately
fifty per cent of the children are transported by
car. Some children travel considerable distances,
but many live near enough to their schools to
walk.

The Future

Increased p as a result of

including two new primary schools, is likely to
increase school traffic. This situation will be
further exacerbated by the additional journeys

Routes to School: Aspirations

TA21, Parents of children too young to
travel to school by themselves should be
encouraged to walk or cycle with their
children to school where feasible and to
share car journeys where not,

TA22, Children old enough to travel to
school by themselves should be
encouraged to walk or cycle,

TA22. All schools should have defined
drop-off and collect points within their
premises, i.e. off the public roads.

TA23, The number of local authority
school bus services for secondary school
children in the Parish should be increased
with special provision to allow them to
participate In before- and after-school
activities.
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The Environment

reducing c and polls

Routes to School: Key Actions

Schools

« Regularly revise school travel plans to
take account of development;

+ Draw up plans to encourage parents and
pupils to travel to school by walking, or
to share lifts when travelling by car, or
to use dedicated bus services.

Wokingham Borough Council

Service Issues

Define and provide safe and secure
walking routes to schools;

Provide Improved bus services for
schools, Including services that allow
secondary age students to attend before-
school and after-school activities.

Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group

+ Organise a campalgn to encourage parents
and children to walk or cydle to school.

Action

Lead Partner Other Partners

1

Ensure that the green spaces In between the Individual vilages are
retalned to preserve the character of each

Woklngham Borosgh Council | Shifield Parish Coundll, On-golng
Cevelopers

‘outside the parade ef shops In School Green

2 new meet or exceed the Weldogham Developers On-golng
erergy-effidency requrements

3. Provide recydling faciities In Spencers Wood, Three Mie Cross and Woldngham Borovgh Councll | Shirfield Parish Coundil 2012
Grazeley

4. Install distinctive pedestrian paved aress 2t key locatiens such as Woklngham Boroush Coundll | Shirfleld Parish Council 2016

w

‘Work with local residents to Ienlify ‘black spots’ where overhead wiring
Is urs'ghtly and press for Its remaval whenever 29 opportunty arises.

Wokdogham Borough Couscl | Shinfield Parish Vekuteer | 2012
Group

3

Plant 2ppropriate trees In each settlement across the Parish

Wolngham Borough Councll | Shifield Parish Ceundll, On-gelng
Shiafield Parish Volunteer
Group

Establish Gateways Into the Parlsh at mata access pobits

‘Shinfleld Parish Coancil Wekiagham Borough Coundl | 2016

. Ensure seating Is provided In places where the public congregate such as

bus stops, parks 2ad recreation grourds

Shinfleld Parish Councl 2016

. Replace other worn or damaged street furriture 2nd provide oa-golag

malsterance

Stirfield Parish Councl On-golrg

. Assist with regular dearing of Iter from readside verge ditches

Skinfield Parish Volunteer ‘Shirfield Parish Counil On-geing
Group

. Support the ennual [tter pick

Shiefield Parish Volunteer
Group

Wokiagham Borough Counl | Annwal

Target Date




Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
12. Co-ordnate the malnterasce and long-term monltoring of o'd and new | Wekinghem Borough Council On-going
drakage systems and ensure that provisions are In place 5o that they
2re properly managed
13, Exercise powers cevelo; Woldnghara On-going
does rat Increase the risk of flooding
14. Ensure watercourses are nireise the risk of g Counal | Emironment Agency, On-galng
flooding from natural dratnage ard surface water landowrers
15, Exercise developrent | Wekingham Borough Coundl | Thames Water, landomrers | On-going
oes eat Increase the risk of flooding
16. Monitor the state of ¢itches and mairtaln a database recording their | Shinfield Parish Voluateer Wekingham Barcugh Counct | On-going
condition Group
17. Assist riparizn owrers with cutting back growth of vegetation In rosdside | Shinfield Partsh Volusteer Landawrers Aavual
ditches at the e~d of sumer each year so that the flow of water s pet | Group
blocked
18. Consut: ¢ the crestion of a commanity woodiand In the area between | Wokingham Barough Coundl 2011
Ryelsh Gr
other rew Local Widife Sries or local rature reserves a3 part of the
develspment of the SOL
19. Prozote and publicise Shirfield's wiktife heritage Shisfleld Parish Counail Shinflel Parish Volunteer | 2011/
oa-going
20. List 224 pobicise local environmental organisations and thelr partiolar | Shisfield Parich Voluateer Shinfield Parish Couadil 2011/
Interests Group ongaing
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Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
29. Require the enhancement of existing rights of way In Rushy Mead, Wold=ghan Barough Cosndl [ Landewners, developers To be agreed In
Inclatleg the cosstruction of a route 2loagsiZe the River Lodden, 25 3 Planring
cordtion of any plasaing permission that may be grasted for the condition
propased construction of wind turbises in Rusky Mead
30, Notify lasdonners ta ma'ntala, re-instate of repalr foctpaths as required | Wolsghan Barcugh Coundl | Landowners On-gatag
31, Impose restrictons a use of byways to discourage thelr abuse by Wekisghan Barough Coandl 012
mator-Cycles, quad bikes and cther moterised vehicles
32. Ensure that all rew fostpath foutes are a mini=um of three metres wide | Woldsghan Boroush Coundl | Landowners, developers Ongoing
1o allaw for verses at each side for widife
33. Replace stifes oa footpaths with Kiss'ng gates and Inprove the adfscent | Woklnghan Barough Cosndll | Snfield Parksh Velunteer | 2013
footing within the ceatral area of the Parish (between Ryeish Green, Growp
Spencers Wood and Shinfield village) asd within settlements
34. Establish 2 set of fostpath neticeboards at strateglc poiats In the Parish | Shiafield Parish Coundl SHafield Parish Velnteer | Achiered
Growp
35. Undertake dearance of routes to enhrce access to public fights of way | Shinfie!d Parish Volunteer | Wokinghem Boroush Councl, | On-getng
Growp lasdommers
35. Mon'tor the conéton of footpaths Informiag Wokingha= Borough Wekiegham Boroush Cowmel [ On-golag

Council when mantenance of repairs are required so that they ca take.
2ppropriate actions with landawners

Shiafleld Parish Volunteer
Growp.

Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
21, Participate In the mas2gement of habitats ard the developmant of other | Shiafield Parish Volunteer Wokingham Borough Coundl, | On-golng
wid areas Growp. Shinfield Parish Coundl,
landgwmers, alotment
helders erganisations
22. Undestake further cetalied surveys of the local ecology aad record sites | Shiafleld Parish Volunteer Weldngham Borough Coundll | On-golng
of wildife interest Growp.
23. Draw up habit: for sites of value ty Shlafie'd Parish Volunteer Wokdngham Barough Coundl | 2012
Growp.
24. Moniter the progress of existing habitat maragement plaas for Local Shiafield Parish Commurity | Shinfield Parish Voluateer Or-galng
Wildife Stes Partrership Group, Wekingham Borough
Ceural
25. Negotiate with landowners to establish a public right of way aleng the Wolingham Barough Councl | Landowrers, developers 2021
length of the River Loddon from the Ml House on the Basingstoke Road
o the Arborfield Road (A327) crossing near Parrot Farm
26. Negotiate to extend the path cn the east of Shinfleld Recreation Ground Weldnghan Borough Councl | Landewrers, developers 2021
(Footpath 15) to the River Leddon
27. Negotiate to establish a bricteway from Shinfield to Arborfield Cross, ‘Wokingham Borough Councl | Landowners, developers 2021
2voiding the need to walk either I the road or 01 grass verges
28. Create a new footpath in Shiafield North to provide a dircutar rovte Wokinghan Borough Coancl | Landowrers, developers 2021
through Nores Hil Wood across the Shisfield Road 2nd via existing
footpaths to Pearmans Copse
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Education and Childcare
Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
37. Establish a Community Education Forum to co-créinate and to work for | Shiafield Parish Courcll Wokirgham Barcugh Councll, 2011
Impovements In provision locally. local sehools, Shinfie'd Parish
Community Partrershlp,
Shiafie!d Parish Volusteer Group,
Red Xite Chilren's Ceatre
38. Work to easure that appropriate local information, advice and Red Kite Children’s Centre. Early years providers Oa-going
assistance Is provided
39. Work to ensure the mast benaficial range of ch®dcare support and. Exterded Services Lecal primary schoo's On-golng
activities Is avallatle Nelghbourbood Partrership.
Board
40. Work to improve secondary education provisien for the Parish Com=en'ty Education Forum | Wekingham Borough Councl, 2016
pareats, young people and local
businesses
41. Work to ensure the most appropriate asd benefdal range of extended Community Education Forum | Secondary schools 201
services opportunities Is avalable, ether in schoel or In the kocal engeing
oty
42 estiy) need for Ifelang and the Aty Forum | Wollngham Bereugh Councll aed | 2012
corsequent strengthening and development of local provision the local camaunty
41. Explore the possibilty of local bases for Ifelorg learning Communty Education Forum | Local churches, asseclatioes and | 2012
cther bodes.
44, Support, or faciitate access to support for, local clubs and associations Commuaty Education Forum | Local dubs and assodiations, 2012
that wish to develop their offer to local people Shinfield Parish Coundll




Growp

Actlon Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
45, Explore the possbiity of establishing a Ualversity of the Third Age Community E¢ucation Forum | Reading U3A, Weldngham U3A 012
(U3A) group in the Parish
45. Lialse with bocal the provision of Y-typ Community Edueation Ferun | Loczl groups 2012
enrses
47. Compile a register of pecple who would be Interested In participatieg In | Community Education Ferum | Shisfield Parish Volenteer Grovp, | 2012
sch coursas local churches
The Economy
Action Lead Partner Other Partners TargetDate
48, Prieritise the ocoupancy of the empty business units and the coavession | Woldagham Borough Councl | Developers, landowners. On-golng
of ngs for commercial before granting
permission for new builds
43. Adopt as one of ts stated Alms 2ad Dutfes the support and Shinfield Parish Coundl 2011
of the local ecoro=y
50. Coasider whether It has a rcle to play In leading a partrership 2pprozch | Shinfield Parish Coundll ‘Woldagham Borovgh Coundl, 2011
o sapport the delivery of a stroag, diverse economy In Shinfield. If so, local businesses
Cevelop these themes and agree a more detaled action plan
51, Coasider ts role In understaadiag local s\dTs, how skl gaps might be Shinfield Parish Coundl Local bustaesses and education 2011
fiied and develop an action plan to address identified issues 2nd tralning providers
52. Work to ersure there Is no reduction In post office services localy Shinfield Parish Council Post Office owners/postmasters Ongoing
53, with local small Shinfleld Parish Volunteer 2012
establish whether any additional support Is required Grevp
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Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
64, Plaa for addtiona] aliotments associated with al major housing ‘Wokingham Borough Coundl Shinfiedd Parish Councll To be agreed
s part of development approval process I accordance 1a planning
with the appropriate LDF palides. condition
65. Provide outreach medical services In Three Mile Cross Barkshire West PCT/
local medical practices
66. Negotiate with lancowners to provide public fishing spaces on the banks | Shinfleld Parish Comrunity Landowners, developers 2016
of the River Loddon Partrership
67, Promote asd faciftate the recruitment and tralnlng of volunteers to Shinfleld Parish Council Shinfield Parish Voluntesr 012
further assist the ruaning of activities Group, youth orgenlsations
€3, Form a Friends group of volunteers to vist and befrlend people In need | Shinfleld Parish Volunteer Shinfield Parish Councdl, 2012
Group local churches
69. Organise an annwal festival and 2ssodiated activities to promste and Shinfield Parish Volunteer Local clubs, groups, societies | 2016
celebeate the attural Ife of the communty and promote local dubs, Growp. 2rd assodations, Shia
groups, soc'eties and assoclations Parish Couscl, Shinfield
Parish Community
Par
70. Promote the development and use of the proposed commanty woodland | Shinfle'd Parish Volunteer Shinfleld Parish Council When
foster Y sodal heathy Group. established
Ifestyles
71. Contact groups and organisers to dlscover what he'p they need to grom | Shiafleld Parish Community. Shinfleld Parish Volunteer 2012
2nd widen thelr membershlp Partrershlp Group.
72. Support local dubs, groups and assodations to develep and promote Shinfleld Parish Communty Shinfield Parish Councll 2012
their services and activitles Partnarshly
73. Support local youth dlubs to encourage yourg pecple to participate i Shinfield Parish Commanty Shinfield Parish Councd, 2012/
challenging and enjoyable education2] 274 cvitural activities Partrership Shinfield Parish Volunteer

Social and Community Development

Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
54. Provide a new commurity ha'l In Shinfle!d Rise Wokingham Barough Councll 2021
55, for by Shinfield Rise Woldngham Borough Councl 2021
56. Coastruct a café/meeting place In St Michsel's Church, Spesce’s Wood Diocese of Oxford/ Achleved
parochial church counclls.
57, Exterd distribution of Loddon Reach to cover the whole of the Parish. Diocese of Oxford/ Shinfie'd Parish Coundl, Achieved
parochial church counclls. Shinfeld Parish Volunteer
Group.
58, Promote the ful use of existing community buildings to help ensure thelr | Swinfie!d Parish Counal Management groups, 2011/
future. Shinfield Parish Volunteer oagolng
Group.
59, Further Improve communications with residests Indudiag prometing Sainfield Parish Councll Shinfield Parish Volunteer 2011
awareness of bus roctes 2nd timetables, facit'es, events and the Grosp.
activities of Jocal groups and dubs
€0, Reta'n and eahance community facifties oa the Ryeish Green School site | Wokingham Borough Councll Shinfield Parish Council 2011/
oagolrg
61, Improve existing sports faciities at the Ryeish Green School site to ‘Wokingham Borough Councl Shinfie!d Parish Coundil 2011
Inchude 2n ali-weather pitch, 2 cricket square, and a larger pavilicn
2. Indoor 2nd outdoor sport and toral ‘Wokingham Borough Councll 2011
Inctuging places for young people to mest
63, Create pew pleasant green areas for people to sit and converse Wekingham Borough Couscl Shinfield Parish Coundl, On-going
Shinfle!d Parish Community
Partnershlp, Shinfleld Parish
Velunteer Group.
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Transport and Access
Action Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date
74. Menitor the progress of existing developmeats to ensure that they are Woldngham Borough Coundl | Shinfield Parish Cound! On-going
completed In 2ccordance with the plaaning conditions
75. Reduce speed I'mits throughout the Parish In line with Government gutdance | Woldagham Borough Coundl 2013
76. Retaln the one-way system north of Hyde End Road at the end of the trial ‘Woldagham Borough Counal Achleved
perkod
77. Provide frequent public transpart from 2l parts of the Parish to the Woldaghan Borough Ceundl ¥ it goes
proposed Mereoak Park-3ad-Ride facility and mitigate the effects of any ahead
Increased Journeys through the Parish to the facility
78. Curtail parking 2round the road junction at School Green: ‘Wollaghan Borough Coundl 2016
73. Provide addit'enal car parking for local shops throughout the Parish ‘Woldngham Barough Ceundl 2016
89, Create a bus lay-by parkirg 2rea on Basingstoke Read oppos'te Warlags ‘Woldngham Borough Cewndl 2016
Bakery
81. Improve parking faciities at Miltworth Lare for Shinfield Recreation Ground | Wokingham Borough Ceunal 2016
82. Provide clearly defined parking places for St Mary's Church, Shiafield Wokingham Barough Couwnal 2016
83, Promote the provision of adequate parkiag places for the proposed Wokingham Borough Coundl | Reading Barough Councll Achleved
I=proved shopping centre at Shinfield Rise
B4. Organise a campalsn to discourage parking on pavements Shinfeld Parish Volunteer | Nelghbourhood Action Group | 2012
Greup (NAG), Thames Valley Police.
85. Impose improvemeats to public transport provision 235 part of proposed Welingham Barough Councl | Shinfield Parish Counol, To be agreed
developmert south of M4 2nd ensure these are enforced In 2ccordance with developers n planning
the appropriate LPF palicy CP20 condition




Action Lead Partner Other Partners TargetDate
98, Surface Footpath 11 from Schocl Green to Church Lare to enbance s | Wokinghan Boreagh Councd | Shinfield Parish Councll, 2012
use for residents In the new housing to the north of School Greea. landonners
3. Regularly revise school travel plans to take accourt of development Local schools Wokdaghan Borough Counl | On-going
100. Draw up placs to encourage pareats and pupils to travel to schools by | Local schosls PTAS, Siefield Parish 2013
walking, or to share Ifts when traveling by car, or to use dedicated bus Volunteer Greup
services
101, Define and provice safe 22d secure walking rowtes to schools ‘Wokinghan Borough Councl | Local schoo's 2013
102, Provide lmproved bus services for schodls, Indluding services that aliow | Wekingham Borough Councl | Loeal schools 2013
secondery 2ge students to attend before-school ard 2Rer-school
activites
103, Organise a campaign to ercourage parents and chidren to walk or cycle | Shifleld Parish Volunteer Local schooks; Webdngham | 2012
to schosl Growp Baroagh Council

Actlon Lead Partner Other Partners Target Date

86. Negotiate extension of operating times with bus operating compan'es Wokinghan Borough Council | Bus comparies 2013

87. Establish a volunteer ¢river scheme Inking communities and providieg ‘SkinMeld Parish Volunteer Achieved
2ccess to facitties Growp

€3, Establish and malntain a Est of people who would use the above scheme | Shinfleld Parish Volusteer Achleved

Grovp

89. Implement the cycle routes proposed in the Welngham Cycking Strategy | Wokingham Borough Counail 2018
2007

50. Wiiden shared paths for improved safety of cyckists axd pecestrizas Wokinghs = Barough Covndl 2016

91, Liak cycle routes with those beyond the Barough Wokingha= Borough Covodl 2016

92. Provide places for cycies to be lef securely Shinfied Parish Councd | Wekdngham Boreugh 2013

Couacl, schocls, employers
93, Orgarise a campelg to encourage cyding Shinfle!d Parish Volunteer | Local cycle shops, schools | 2012
Growp

$4. Improve pavements on 3l 2pprosches to Lambs Lane School Wokingha = Barough Covndll 2013

$5. Install all-weather surfecing on peblc rights of way serving 28 routesto | Wokingham Borough Councll | Shinfled Parish Counct | 2013
school, work ard shops Shinfield Parish Volunteer

Growp

95. Provide crossings on Hollow Lare Wokingham Breogh Counal 2013

97, Establish 3 waiking and cycling route to Grazeley School, Inchuding 2 Wokingham Barough Councll | Grazeley Parcchial Primary [ 2013/
fostiridge over the A33 Faking with the proposed Park-and-Ride faciity schocl f constructed

$8. Ensure that new developments Iaude adequate provision for pedestrian | Wokingham Beroegh Council | Develzpers Ongong

routes and that these are enforced

Appendix: How the Plan was Developed

It is Government policy that local communities
should have more control over their own lives.
Parish or Community Plans are seen as one way
in which this can be achieved and parish councils
are encouraged to facilitate the process as part
of the scheme for Quality Parish Councils, which
is Intended to improve both the effectiveness of
parish councils and the quality of life of local
residents.

The government department responsible for the
initiative is Defra'* but responsibility for
providing advice and support is delegated to the
Rural Community Action Network; In Berkshire
this is the Community Council for Berkshire
(CCB). Shinfield Parish Council is keen to achieve
Quality Council Status and therefore decided to
support the parish planning process locally.

In December 2005 a steering group was set up
to co-ordinate this work. Although sponsored by
the Parish Council, and including some members
of the Council, the steering group was, from the
beginning, independent of the Parish Council
with  an Independent chairperson and
membership drawn from interested individuals
and organisations In the Parish as well as a
rep ive from the C Council for
Berkshire,

At its first meeting, faced with the pressures for
further development, the Steering Group decided
that the first priority was the production of
Village Character Statements, a form of planning
guidance for developers and local authorities,
setting out the views of local people on the type
of development that they wish to see. So far,

4 The Department for the Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs.
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Village Character Statements have been
produced for School Green and for Spencers
Wood, Ryeish Green and Three Mile Cross
(collectively 'Our Villages' after the book by Mary

emerged from the groups set up in
the spring. This Included the
establishment of a group of
footpath volunteers and the start of
bi-monthly parish walks. This
process  continued with  the
of the

Parish Volunteer Group during early
summer 2009.

Throughout this period consul-
tations have taken place with local
communities — sometimes at events
specially organised by the Steering
Group and at other times as part of
other events such as village fetes
and carnivals. Every month there
has been a report on progress in the parish
magazines and more information was made
avallable through our website. They all brought
in more comments and suggestions from local

Mitford) and a draft Village Character
for the Grazeley area.

Having completed the first two Village Character
Statements, the Steering Group turned to the
task of producing the Community Plan itself. As
this had always been the intention, consultation
undertaken when working on the Village
Character Statements had also gathered
information for the Community Plan and much
evidence was already avallable!s, Based on this
evidence, four working groups were established
to focus on the four key areas of community
concern: the Environment, Education and the
Economy, Social and Community and Transport
and Access.

The groups were set up during the spring and
autumn of 2008 from people who had already
expressed an Interest in these subjects during
the consultation. The work became more intense
so that those groups established in the autumn
only had three or four months in which to carry
out their work before the first drafts of their
reports were produced. At the same time work
began on some of the recommendations that had

— and new A full list of
consultations undertaken is included on page 78.

15 This and all the other evidence gathered through consultation, as well as the Healthcheck and various
working papers produced by the Working Groups that make up the Evidence Base for the Community
Plan will be made avallable on the Parish Plan area of Shinfield Parish Council's website.
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Planning Policy compliance

In developing policies for the Shinfield Parish Neighbourhood Plan it is necessary to take account of
existing national and local policies (those adopted by Wokingham Borough Council). Our plan may
add to these national and local policies them to make them more robust or to deal with specific local

Issues.

The following policy documents have been reviewed as part of the development of the policies in

this plan.

European Union planning documents:
EU legislation on Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and current pending UK law

National planning documents:

The National Planning Policy Framework 2012
Wokingham Borough Council Planning documents:
Core Strategy 2010- Local Development Framework
Managing Development Delivery Local Plan 2014

Borough Design Guide 2012
South of the M4 — Strategic Devel

Location il y Planning D«

Biodiversity Action Plan for Wokingham District 2003-2013 (currently being updated)

Local Transport Plan 2011-2026

Parking Standards Study Report (Adopted 2012)

Bus Stop Policy (Adopted 2012)
ffordable Housing

Community Plan 2011

y Planning D 2013
Shinfield Parish advisory documents:

Shinfield School Green Village Character Statement 2009
Ryeish Green, Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross Village Character Statement 2009

Poundgreen

oo (o

RS/ Tt M, O L, Sl el ]

Bullding | Dating from | Grading
Poundgreen Farmhouse | Early C16th [
Shinfield Village
Building Dating from Grading
St Mary’s Church, Shinfield Late C12th, rebuilt C14th, 1
altered and extended C15th,
tower added C17th
Shinfield Infant and Nursery School 1707, extended C19th and n
altered C20th
Church Farmhouse, Church lane, Shinfield Early C15th, rebuilt late 1}
C16th and altered C20th
Granary building In the garden of Church Late C17th [}
Farmhouse, Church Lane, Shinfield
L'Ortolan Church Lane, Shinfield C1840 I
Cutbush, Cutbush Lane, Shinfield C16th, altered C17th and I
early C20th
Barn Adjoining Cutbush, Cutbush Lane C16th, altered early C20th 1}

Oldhouse Farmhouse, Off Cutbush Lane,
Shinfield

Early C17th, rebuilt C18th, I
altered C19th and C20th

Shinfield Neighbourhood Plan

Appendix Y - Listed buildings within Shinfield Parish

In Spencers Wood:

Common

Bullding Dating from Grading

Library and School House 1890 1l

The d’, 264 Hyde End Road C16th + C17th and C19th ]

‘Fullbrooks’, 202 Hyde End Road C16th + C17th and C19th ]

Hyde End F Hyde End Road Early C19th ]

‘Sussex Lodge’, Hyde End Road Early C19th 1}

‘Walnut Tree Cottage’, 9 Clares Green Road Late C17th and C1Sth 1]

Nullis F off Clares Green Road Mid C16th ]

Hill House, Road Early C18th and C19th 1}

In Three Mile Cross:

Bullding Dating from Grading

‘The L 's Cottage’, Basil ke Road [ C18th 1}

‘The Thatch’, Church lane Late C18th [0

‘Wisteria Cottage’, Church Lane C18th, altered C20th I

‘Highway Cottage’, Basingstoke Road C18th, altered C20th ]

(formerly ‘The George and Dragon’ PH)

Post Office and Newsagent, Basingstoke Road | C18th, altered C19th and I

(formerly a house) C20th

The Swann Inn, Basingstoke Road Early C16th cottage/s, I
altered C18th and C19th

The Mitford, Road C18th, extended C19th ]

Great Lea Common

Building Dating from Grading

Hartley Court, Hartley Court Road Early C16th I

The Old F Hartley Court Road Late C17th ]

Hopkiln Farmhouse, Kybes Lane C16th and C17th 1l

Great Lea Farmh Great Lea Early C17th 1}

Grazeley

Building Dating from Grading

‘The Elms’, Lambwood Hill €1840 1

(Former) Wheatsheaf Inn, Lambwood Hill C17thand early C19th ]

Common

(Former) Holy Trinity Church, Lambwood Hill | 1850 Il

PARXING DEMAND CALCULATION SHEET

TR RERRETF

& lo fe le fo fo b lofo fo fo o fo

Barn near Oldhouse Farmhouse, Shinfield Early C19th I

Lane End Farmhouse, Shinfield Road C16th, altered and extended | Il
C18th, C19th and C20th

Shinfleld North

Building Dating from Grading

Lodge to Meteorological Office, Perigee,
Shinfield

Late C18th, extended C19th, | Il

altered C20th




Another Important part of the
parish planning process was the
completion of the Market Town
Healthcheck. Although there Is no
way in which Shinfield could be
described as a market town, the
population of the Parish Is larger
than towns like Hungerford and
as a result, the Parish is eligible
to apply for project funding which
could be used to part-fund one
of the major projects in the
Action Plan, such as the provision
of community facilities in
Shinfield North or at St. Michael's
in Spencers Wood. With this
incentive the Steering Group
decided to complete the
Healthcheck, which has
subsequently proved useful in
giving shape to our plan.

Throughout this process Shinfield
Parish  Council has given
generous  support including
funding the post of a part-time
project officer. Grants have also
been received from Wokingham
Borough  Council for the
publication of the Village
Character Statements and from
the Community Council for
Berkshire,
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In addition, presentations were made to and consultations held with the following groups:

Chapel Lane Pre-School

Cricket Club

Guides and Brownles

Jacobs

Nortons

Pound Green Women's Institute

Riseley and Swallowfield Women's Institute

Ryeish Green School

Scouts and Cubs

Senior Citizens' Club

Shinfield Allotment Holders and Gardeners
Association

Shinfield and District Local History Society

Shinfield Association

Acknowledgements

Shinfield Rangers Football Club

Shinfield Rise Residents' Association

Shinfield Tennis Club

Spencers Wood Allotment Group

Spencers Woad Baby and Toddler Group

Spencers Wood Badminton Club

Spencers Wood Football Club

Spencers Wood Local History Group

Spencers Wood Youth Club

Spring Gardens Home

St Mary's Mothers Union

St Michael and All Angels Church,
Spencers Wood

Varlous local shops and businesses

This Parish Plan was produced by a voluntary group of local residents with funding and support
from Shinfield Parish Council, the Community Council for Berkshire and Wokingham Borough Council.

The Steering Group was chaired by Jeremy
Saunders. Other members were:

Jacqui Barnes, Elaine Butler, Patricia Green, Colin
Green, Tessa Hall, John Heggadon, Jeff Hunt,
John Lilly, Tim Palmer, Béatrice Pearson, Graham
Symonds, Alanzo Seville, Carl Waite, Chris Young.

Education and Economy Working Group
Carl Waite — Chairman, Elaine Butler, Jill Grindal,
Andy Nicholls, Ann Nolan, Ann Young.

Environment Working Group

Patricia Green — Chairman, Elaine Butler, Diane
Edwards, Carole Edwards, Joan Hancock, Richard
Hatton, Rosalie Ponsford, Gia Screen, Chris
Young.

Social and Community Working Group
Béatrice Pearson — Chairman, June Atkinson,
Jacqui Barnes, Marjory Bisset, Elaine Butler,
Sonia Burt, Sue Butler, Helene Finnlayson, Chris
Leslie, Val Mackintosh, Jo Mason, Margaret Nunn,
Kevin Scott, Elsie Spencer, Pauline White,
Heather Woods, Nick Wooldridge.

Transport and Accessibility Working Group
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Butler, Stella Cooke, Norman Gould, Colin Green,
Patricia Scouse.
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part-time project officer, who has put in far more
time than she was ever paid for and without
whose diligence and enthusiasm none of this
would have been possible.
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plan, and to all who contributed photographs.

Our thanks to Gillian Steedman at Business
Pluspoint for layout and typesetting, and for
arranging printing with Newman Thomson.
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Further Information

Shinfield Parish Community Partnership,
c/o Shinfield Parish Council

Shinfield Parish Hall

School Green

Shinfield

Reading

Berkshire

RG2 9EH.

Telephone: 0118 988 8220
Website: www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk
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Public Consultations

Date

Place/Event

March 2006-Sept 2009

Consultations for Our Villages, Shinfield School Green and the Grazeley
Area VCSs (detailed In VCSs)

Sth June 2007

Special public launch event at St Barnabas Hall (for Shinfield North)

26th-27th August 2007

Display, [ and c at
Show

15th September 2007

Display and consultation at Spencers Wood Carnival

17th October 2007

Display and consultation at Shinfield Infant School parents evening

October and 2007

Q ~ delivery to houses in Shinfield North

1st December 2007

Display, and at
School Christmas Fair

18th December 2007

Prize draw competition

29th March 2008

Display and consultation at Spencers Wood Easter Parade

12th April 2008

Environment Day — six walks around the Parish followed by lunch and
displays and consultations In the Parish Hall

30th April 2008

Display and short report at Annual Parish Meeting

5th May 2008

Display and consultation at May Day Fair and Fun Run, School Green

24th-25th August 2008

Display and consultation at Swallowfield Show, Spencers Wood

13th September 2008

Display and consultation at Spencers Wood Carnival

13th-14th December 2008

Display and consultation at Shinfield Winter Carnival, School Green

26th March 2009

Final feedback display and consultation in the Parish Hall, School Green

28th March 2009

Final feedback display and consultation at Three Mile Cross

9th March 2009

Final feedback display and consultation at Shinfleld Rise Resldents
Association meeting

23rd April 2009

Display and short report at Annual Parish Meeting

2010

Ce with partles key actlons.
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Lloyds Bank Payment of Invoices Within the Clerk's Financial Delegation

Item 10.1

Ref

001
002
003
004
005
006
007
008
009
010
011
012
013
014
015
016
017
018
019
020
021
022
023
024
025
026
027
028
029
030
031

032

033
034
035
036
037
038
039
040
041
042
043
044
045
046
047
048
049

Date Paid

16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
16/06/2025
17/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025
19/06/2025

19/06/2025

24/06/2025
24/06/2025
24/06/2025
25/06/2025
26/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
27/06/2025
30/06/2025
01/07/2025
01/07/2025
01/07/2025

SGC School Green Centre

Name of Supplier/Payee

BP Pulse

Alphabet (GB) Ltd

Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
British Gas Lite

Councillor

Adcock Refridgeration

Select Environmental Services
Filmbankmedia

Thames Valley Signs (Berkshire)
A & E Fire & Security

Window Flowers Limited

SAS Land Services

Absolute Brilliance Cleaning Ltd
Absolute Brilliance Cleaning Ltd
Absolute Brilliance Cleaning Ltd
Absolute Brilliance Cleaning Ltd
Castle Water Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Air It Limited

Larkstel Ltd

Peninsula Business Services
Telefonika UK Ltd

Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Employees

Spencers Wood Carnival
TotalEnergies Gas & Power Limi
Definitive AV Solutions
HAGS-SMP Ltd

Kreatif Design Ltd

Air It Limited

Nigel Jeffries Landscaping Ltd
ProServicing Limited

Office Boffins

Cinema Attendees

Wokingham Borough Council
Wokingham Borough Council
Wokingham Borough Council

Amount
Paid
(inc VAT)
£

7.85 Fee for Chargecard - June
397.65 Van Rental - June
492.53 SGC (North) - Electricity - May
375.47 SGC (South) - Electricity - May
18.02 Ext SGC - Electricity - May
214.56 The Manor - Electricity - May
248.43 SWP - Electricity - May
45.16 Millworth Lane - Electricity - June
29.60 Ryeish Pavilion - Electricity - May
-3.14 SGC - Electricity - Credit Note Final 14/5/2025
18.00 Mileage Claim
451.20 SGC - Service Air Conditioning - May
9.97 Feminine Units - April
327.60 Film Licences - 3 Showings
19.44 Tree Stake Sign
434.82 High Copse - Dualcom Set Up Alarms
2,901.88 SGC - Maintenance Exterior Planting
8,700.00 Clearance of Allotments - May
228.00 Manor Ground - Cleaning - May
1,784.80 SWP - Cleaning - May
281.04 High Copse - Cleaning - May
5,091.70 SGC - Cleaning - May
677.28 Manor - Water - Apr - Sept 2025
1,438.42 Car Scheme - June
1,385.70 Microsoft 365 - June
79.20 Web Protection - June
56.27 SGC - Internet - June
424,92 Datto Cloud Back - Up - June
56.27 SWP - Internet - June
31.82 Car Scheme - Phones - June
31.82 Pre School - Phones - June
The Manor - Maintenance of Outfield & Open
Space - May
475.42 HR & H&S Services - June
337.98 Mobile Phones - June
167.41 SGC (North) Electricity - 8 days June
24,816.69 Net Pay June
1,500.00 Contribution to the Carnival - Sepember 2025
316.71 High Copse Pavilion - Gas - May
499.78 SGC - Additional CCTV Camera
2,314.20 SGC - Deposit for Café Kitchen Shutter
81.60 Web Hosting - June
337.75 SGC - Telephone - June
1,966.80 Grounds Grass Cutting - May
834.00 SWP - Annual Service Accoustic Wall - May
155.94 Storage for Spare It Equipt
0.22 Sum Up Fees - 30th June
1,223.00 SGC - Business Rates - July
195.00 The Manor - Business Rates - July
157.00 SWP - Business Rates - July

Description

1,821.98

SWP Spencers Wood Pavilion



Lloyds Bank Payment of Invoices Within the Clerk's Financial Delegation

Item 10.1

Ref

050
051
052
053
054
055
056
057
058
059
060
061
062

Date Paid

01/07/2025
02/07/2025
03/07/2025
07/07/2025
08/07/2025
08/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025
14/07/2025

SGC
SWP

SGC School Green Centre

Name of Supplier/Payee

Wokingham Borough Council
Lloyds Bank plc

IRIS Software Limited
FibreNest

SumUp

Nest Pension Contributions
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited
Corona Energy Retail 4 Limited

School Green Centre
Spencers Wood Pavilion

Amount
Paid
(inc VAT)
£
42.00 Millworth Pavilion - Business Rates - July
14.96 Fee £8.50 & Charges £6.46 - May/June

57.60 Payroll Service - May 25
37.00 The Manor - Broadband - June
3.41 Payment Fees - 8th July
2,402.96 Pension Contributions (Ee's and Er's) - June

26.78 The Manor -Electricity - June

388.24 SWP - Electricity - June
71.98 Millworth Lane - Electricity - June
47.28 Ryeish Pavilion - Electricity - June
28.88 School Green - Electricity - June

467.61 SGC (North) - Electricity - June

Description

586.48 SGC (South)- Electricity - June

67,632.94

SWP Spencers Wood Pavilion



Barclaycard Payment of Invoices within the Clerk's Financial Delegation Item 10.2

Ref

001
002
003

004
005
006
007
008
009
010
011
012
013
014

Date Paid

02/06/2025
02/06/2025
04/06/2025

04/06/2025

05/06/2025
06/06/2025
06/06/2025
10/06/2025
17/06/2025
17/06/2025
18/06/2025
24/06/2025
25/06/2025
26/06/2025

Supplier

Amazon EU
Amazon EU
Revival BooksLltd

Amazon EU

Amazon EU

Adobe Systems Ltd

Mailchimp

Viro Branding Ltd

Love Shopping Direct Ltd
GoCustom

123 Reg Art Domain

Beyke Home Appliances Ltd
Essex Plumbing & Bathrooms Ltd
Textmagic

Total

Amount
Paid
(inc VAT)
£
9.99 Cinema - Purchase of Film - Strange World
7.99 Cinema - Purchase of Film - Interstellar
20.46 Cinema - Purchase of Film - Dances With Wolves

Description

16.83 Cinema - Purchase of Films - Mary Poppins & Finding Dory

24.50 Cinema - Purchase of Film - Fremont

56.98 Monthly Licence - June

40.19 Mailing Newsletter Software - June

13.15 School Green Centre - Sliding Door Sign
119.97 Tower Fans for Offices x 3
289.99 Customer Care Team - Shirts

46.76 Register of the Art Domain

29.95 Detergent Dispenser Dishwasher - The Manor

18.95 Stop Cock Water Meter

60.00 Top Up Texts for Allotments Messages

755.71



Full Council
July 2025
Item 10.3

Payments Due to be Made Outside of the Clerk’s Financial Delegation

There are currently no payments due to be made under this heading.
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