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Minutes of a meeting of
the Arts, Culture and Events Committee
Held on Thursday 6th July 2023
at School Green Centre commencing at 19.30


Present:	Cllrs P Jahromi, L James, M Jones, N Masseron, I Montgomery, D Peer & R Tatla
Attending:	B Winton (Clerk) 
		1 member of the public

	23/ACE/10
	
	Public Questions


	
	10.1
	There were no public questions.


	23/ACE/11
	
	Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest


	
	11.1
	There were apologies for absence from Cllr Clarke


	
	11.2
	There were no declarations of members’ interests


	23/ACE/12
	
	Minutes of the previous meeting


	
	12.1
	The minutes of the committee meeting of 8th June 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed as such by Cllr Tatla.

Proposed:	Cllr Jahromi
Seconded:	Cllr Masseron
Approved:	Unanimously


	
	12.2
	Actions and Matters Arising



	23/ACE/6.1
	Members to submit ideas for future events to the Clerk in advance of the next meeting

This was item 4 on the agenda


	23/ACE/7.1
	Clerk to invite Nicola Peacock from WBC to attend a future meeting

Nicola Peacock would be attending the meeting on 3rd August 2023


	23/ACE/8.1
	Clerk to accept Wokingham Arts & Culture Forum Networking invite (to include Cllr Masseron)

This had been done.



	
23/ACE/13
	
	Developing Arts & Culture in the parish


	
	13.1
	A list of additional ideas for events from Cllr Montgomery was shared with the committee. It was agreed that the objective of the discussion would be to identify specific activities that the committee would like to prioritise in coming months. The following items were agreed to be adopted.


	
	13.2
	Art Exhibition

The working concept would be to run activities during the week leading up to an exhibition over a weekend. This would most likely be over a half-term holiday period giving the opportunity for participation and taking advantage of more room availability (if the event is to be delivered at the School Green Centre). 

No decision on the exact nature of the exhibition was made with further research to be carried out on issues such as:
· Involving existing arts groups to tap into their experience and networks
· How to engage with local artists
· How might we incorporate opportunities for parish students working on art qualifications
· How to run mid-week sessions that would help drive interest and create hands-on opportunities
· Which media should be included in the exhibition (widespread support for painting, sculpture, photography
· Whether any exhibition was based in one location (i.e. School Green Centre) or involved elements across the parish

There was support for the general principle of starting small and expanding the event in future years on the basis of experience gained.

ACTION – Clerk to conduct research on art exhibitions for consideration at the next meeting





	
	13.3
	Community Choir

This envisages SPC providing support for the establishing of a community choir within the parish.

Support may include:
· Assistance in promoting the activity and calling for potential participants
· Provision of rooms to facilitate rehearsals for a set period moving to a more normal financial relationship with the choir as and when it became established
· Linking into existing networks and organisations such as Berkshire Maestros and U3A

ACTION - Clerk to conduct research in to establishing a community choir for consideration at the next meeting


	
	13.4
	Holiday Activities

This envisaged a working premise that on a set day during any school holidays there would be some form of provision for children. This would initially be in the School Green Centre but may be expanded elsewhere in future years.

Most likely this would be a Friday between set hours and at its most basic could offer a bouncy castle or similar equipment free for children to use under parental supervision (at this stage it was not felt that there was sufficient resource to run a more formal holiday club). It was hoped that by having a consistent presence word of mouth would help promote the activity to parents.

Proposed:	Cllr Jahromi
Seconded:	Cllr Peer
Approved:	Unanimously

ACTION – Clerk to look to implement for the 2023 summer holiday period or for October half-term if this is not practical

This could then become an activity for older age groups during term time e.g. bridge, chess, scrabble etc. 


	
	13.5
	The clerk was asked to prepare articles for the next newsletter on each of the above

ACTION – Clerk to include articles on the above for the next newsletter





	23/ACE/14
	
	Marketing Events


	
	14.1
	Members considered a checklist of items to be considered when promoting events. 


	

	14.2
	There was a discussion on how best to encourage take up of the e-newsletter as this would help create awareness of our plans and the events themselves in due course. The Clerk was asked to provide information on website and newsletter usage to the next meeting.

ACTION – Clerk to provide usage information 


	
	14.3
	There was also a discussion of the “Made in Shinfield” for promoting arts & culture events and activities within the parish either through a monthly poster distributed widely and or a separate website that could be linked to from the SPC website.

ACTION – Clerk to provide an initial mock-up of this for the next meeting 


	23/ACE/15
	
	Community Services


	
	15.1
	Spencers Wood Pavilion Youth Club and Flat at Shinfield Rise

Plans were in hand for a trip to Bournemouth for children from Shinfield North and their parents/guardians

	
	
	

	23/ACE/16
	
	Correspondence


	
	16.1
	It was noted that Nicola Peacock, Senior Cultural Development Officer at WBC will be attending the committee meeting on 3rd August


	
	16.2
	The Clerk was asked to invite BCllr Sarah Kerr to a future meeting of the committee

ACTION – Clerk to invite BCllr Sarah Kerr to a future meeting of the committee


	23/ACE/17
	
	Date of Next Meeting


	
	17.1
	The next meeting of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, 3rd August 2023 at 19:30




The meeting ended at 9.10


	List of Actions
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	Clerk to conduct research on art exhibitions for consideration at the next meeting 

	Clerk

	23/ACE/13.3
	Clerk to conduct research in to establishing a community choir for consideration at the next meeting

	Clerk

	23/ACE/13.4
	Clerk to look to implement basic children’s activity sessions for the 2023 summer holiday period or for October half-term if this is not practical

	Clerk

	23/ACE/13.5
	Clerk to include articles on the various planned activities for the next newsletter

	Clerk

	23/ACE/14.2
	Clerk to provide usage information on the website and newsletter

	Clerk

	23/ACE/14.3
	Clerk to provide an initial mock-up of “Made in Shinfield” for the next meeting

	Clerk

	23/ACE/16.2
	Clerk to invite BCllr Sarah Kerr to a future meeting of the committee

	Clerk
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