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 Draft 
Minutes of a meeting of Shinfield Parish Council held on Monday 18 January 2021 by Zoom videoconference, commencing 19.30 hrs.
Present:
Cllrs P Alexander, N Boyer, E Brown, I Clarke, A Grimes (Chair), P Jahromi, L James, D Lias, O’Brien, and D Peer
Attending:
Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary), Kuoy Young (Deputy Chair), B/Cllr J Frewin (to agenda item 4.6)
	
	

	21/1
	Public Questions 

There were no public questions. Even though the public were offered arrangements to attend the zoom meeting. 

	
	

	21/2
	Apologies and declarations of members’ interests

2.1 Apologies were received from Cllr’s McDowell and Narayanan and B/Cllrs Munro and Batth

	
	

	
	2.2 There were no declarations of interest.

	
	          

	
	2.3 There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests.

	
	

	21/3
	139.1 Council Minutes 21 December 2020

The minutes of the Council meeting held on 21 December 2020 that had been circulated prior to the meeting were APPROVED.
Proposed:   Cllr. Jahromi       Seconded:  Cllr. Boyer            Unanimously agreed

	
	

	
	3.2 Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 



	
	128.0 Clerk to write to Sarah Hollamby and Gary Howarth requesting an update on Ryeish pavilion and remediation of rates.

The Clerk confirmed that SPC’s solicitor was expressing caution about the land swop without a land value having been stated and that they would be discussing the matter further on Thursday 21 January. 
 

	
	71. Clerk awaiting Millworth Lane lease for signature  
The Clerk had previously been advised that the Shinfield Association had not submitted a surrender document for the land to the University of Reading.  This action had now been completed and it was anticipated that the lease would be finalised by mid-February 2021. 


	
	139.3.2 Cllr. Brown to respond to complaint about comms from SPC. 

Cllr. Brown confirmed that he had responded to the complaint. 


	
	145.2 Cllr. Grimes to write to the local Conservative office to request that they make it clear that SPC was responsible for the building of the Spencers Wood Pavilion and in respect of their article on School Green 
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that he had written to the Conservative office but that no response had been received to date. 


	
	145.3 Cllr. Grimes to draft letter for local paper on SPC’s building of Spencers Wood Pavilion for approval by members.
This item was noted as ongoing. 


	
	145.3 Clerk to publish letter once agreed on Website 

         This item was noted as ongoing. 


	
	145.3Clerk to set up register of external appointments 

        This item was noted as complete. 


	
	There were no further matters arising. 


	
	4. Reports 


	
	4.1 Minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee Meeting 7 January 2021
Cllr. Clarke noted issues raised by residents about the condition of footpath 20. The Clerk confirmed that there were no imminent plans by Taylor Wimpey to carry out repair work and that consideration was being given to alternative solutions.   

The minutes of the Planning and Highways committee were NOTED subject to the above amendment.


	
	4.2 Working Parties Reports 

There were no reports from working parties. 



	
	4.3 Chair’s Report

4.3.1 The Chair highlighted the following points: 
· An email had been sent by Cllr. Grimes to the owners of the One Stop Shop in respect of enforcement issues and discussions were under way on steps that could be taken to progress the situation.  

· Confirmation had been received that planning consent for housing developments in Three Mile Cross, Grazeley and Spencers Wood would no longer be approved due to the extension of the detailed emergency planning zone surrounding AWE. The decision was being challenged at the high court by developers.  Cllr. Grimes suggested that SPC look to purchase land in the Emergency Planning Zone (EPZ) on which assets could be built to help meet its strategic objectives on the basis that it had been indicated that planning for this purpose may be acceptable. 

· Development Board: The Board had convened during the previous week at which purchase of an asset in Three Mile Cross had been discussed. 
4.3.2 It was PROPOSED that the recommendation of the Development Board to withdraw from discussions on the purchase of the asset in Three Mile Cross be APPROVED. 
Proposed: Cllr Peyman              Seconded: Cllr. Boyer         Unanimously Agreed  

4.3.3 The Clerk confirmed that the resolution could not be overturned for 6 months without a further resolution giving authority to do so. 
4.3.4 The Three Mile Cross asset working party were asked to prepare a ‘lessons learnt’ document in response to the project. 

	
	 

	
	4.4 Clerks Report 

The Clerk highlighted the following from his report circulated prior to the meeting: 

· The Christmas period had been quiet and staff cover levels appropriate.
· The Deputy Clerk had taken up her post on 6 January with induction underway.
· Discussions with the internal auditor had been initiated regarding logistics of carrying out the audit during the pandemic.  

· Allianz playground inspections had been renewed. 

	
	

	
	4.5 Borough Councillor Reports 

	
	4.5.1 B/Cllr Frewin
B/Cllr Frewin highlighted the following points: 

· A facility to report travellers who had camped illegally had been added to the WBC website however it was not easy to locate. B/Cllr. Frewin had made a request for it to be searchable. 
· Working with the relevant directorate at WBC was continuing to improve customer service 

· A new Blue Badge process had been launched today making it less complicated.
· Additional signage clearly indicating the lanes at the Magpie and Parrot roundabout 
Had been requested. 

It was confirmed that reports had not been received from the other Borough Councillors. 

The report from the B/Cllr Frewin was NOTED. 



	
	

	
	4.6 Questions to WBC via Borough Councillors 
There were no questions raised by members. 

	
	

	
	4.7 Verbal reports from committees/meetings/outside bodies that have not convened/published minutes since the last Full Council meeting

 There were no reports from outside bodies or meetings. 

	
	

	21/5
	Neighbourhood CIL Report

5.1 Cllr. James confirmed that £1.1m had been received to date and that a further £1.73m had been invoiced but not yet paid. 
5.4 The neighbourhood CIL report received from WBC up to the end of November 2021 was NOTED.  

	
	

	21/6
	Invoices for Payment 

	
	6.1 Cllr. Clarke queried invoice 374 for ‘Letterbox distribution’. Cllr Boyer confirmed that this was in respect of the Cratus community centre newsletter; he was aware that there had been issues with distribution. Cllr. Boyer and Cllr. Grimes undertook to speak with Cratus to better understand their approach to marketing the community centre and SPC. 
6.2 It was PROPOSED that the report of invoices for payment up to 11 January 2021 was RESOLVED. 
Proposed: Cllr. James          Seconded: Cllr. Clarke          Unanimously Agreed  

	
	

	
	6.2 The Barclay card statement detailing expenditure by SPC up to 11 January 2021 was RESOLVED.

Proposed: Cllr. Peer           Seconded: Cllr. Lias         Unanimously Agreed  

	
	

	
	6.3 It was PROPOSED that the payment of Invoice No. 5 for the New Community Centre @ £133,950.00 ex VAT was APPROVED. 

Proposed: Cllr. Peer         Seconded: Cllr. James        Unanimously Agreed

	
	

	
	6.4 Contract Register

	
	The Contract Register, tracking the payments for Lifebuild and the New Community Centre was NOTED. 

	
	

	21/7
	Spencers Wood Pavilion  

	
	

	
	7.1 Cllr. Clarke confirmed that the pre-school was operational and that work on the new fence had commenced. Plans to improve the area surrounding the pavilion were currently on hold due to the pandemic. 

7.2 The Clerk confirmed that he had received an enquiry about holding a wedding reception at the pavilion.  

7.3 The verbal update on the Spencers Wood Pavilion was NOTED. 

	
	

	21/8
	New Community Centre 
8.1 Cllr. Grimes confirmed that the building contract was currently running about one week behind schedule but that the contractors were confident that this would be recovered. Conversations were taking place to ensure that material supplies were secure given the implementation of post Brexit regulations. The pandemic remained a risk to productivity and programme. 
8.2 Cllr Peer confirmed that she had held a meeting with the catering consultants at which discussions had been held on the aesthetics of the café. It was considered that an incoming operator may require input into the design and Cllr. Peer stated that she was keen to understand AOC’s vision for the café.  Details of interested parties and information about the Binfield community café had been forwarded to the consultant. 
8.3 The Clerk undertook to ensure that Cllr. Peer was invited to the Community Centre meeting on 9 February 2021. 

8.4 The verbal update on the new Community Centre was NOTED. 


	
	8.5 The Community Centre Construction Programme was NOTED. 

	
	

	
	8.6 Cllr. Grimes stated that a meeting with the consortium had taken place during the previous week. The consortium was working with AOC to find solutions to issues raised previously. Negotiations were underway with a supermarket chain regarding a site in the village centre however no commitment had been made to date. 
8.7 The verbal update on the village centre proposals was NOTED. 

	
	

	21/9
	Review of Standing Orders 
The Clerk updated members on the review of the standing orders. It was AGREED that they should be reviewed every four years in line with elections. 
It was PROPOSED that the amended standing orders were APPROVED. 
Proposed: Cllr.  Peer          Seconded: Cllr. Lias         Unanimously Agreed. 

	
	

	21/10
	Meeting Schedule 


	
	The Clerk confirmed that F&GP would be rescheduled to take place on 10 March and 12 May and that the Development Board meeting would be rescheduled for 11 March. 
It was PROPOSED that the 2021 SPC meeting schedule be APPROVED.  
Proposed: Cllr James       Seconded: Cllr Peer           Unanimously Agreed 

	
	

	21/11
	Correspondence

	
	The Clerk confirmed that there were no items of correspondence. 

	
	

	21/12
	 Date of Next Meeting: 18 February to be held virtually 

	
	


The meeting ended at 21:17
Action Items: 
	Minute Ref
	Details 
	Action By: 

	128
	Clerk to confirm when the land swop paperwork is completed (expected by calendar year end)
	Clerk

	71
	Clerk awaiting amended Millworth Lane lease for signature. 
	Clerk 

	145.3
	Cllr. Grimes to draft letter for local paper on SPC’s building of Spencers Wood Pavilion for approval by members.
	Cllr. Grimes 

	145.3
	Clerk to publish letter once agreed on Website 
	Clerk 

	4.3.4
	TMX working party to prepare lessons learnt document 
	Cllr. Lias 

	6.1
	Cllr. Grimes and Cllr Boyer to discuss marketing strategy with Cratus 
	Cllr. Boyer/Cllr Grimes 

	8.3
	Clerk to invite Cllr Peer to 9 Feb 21 Community Centre meeting 
	Clerk 

	10
	Clerk to reschedule F&GP to March and May and move Development Board meeting to 11 March. 
	Clerk 



[image: image1.jpg]



4

