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Full Council Minutes - 23-08-2023

Minutes of a meeting of Full Council
Held on Wednesday, 23rd August 2023
At School Green Centre commencing at 19:00

Present:	Cllrs Boyer, Grimes, Hoyle (23/101), Jahromi, Jones*, Lias, Masseron, Peer and Tatla
	 
Attending:	BCllrs Bray, Glover & Johnson
B Winton (Clerk), S Herring (Deputy Clerk)
32 members of the public

	
23/100
	
	Public Questions


	
	100.1
	BCllr Bray addressed the meeting outlining the following points:-
· There was a misapprehension that Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) had cut the buses, this was not the case and the reason for the current problem was the increase in the number of children.
· It was unlikely that the E3 bus could start in Three Mile Cross and Spencers Wood.
· Bus operators had confirmed that there are no 72 seater buses available to increase capacity.
· E3 Bus would stop on the south bound bus stop on Hollow Lane, at the junction with Arborfield Road
· Regarding the E3 Bus, BCllr Bray had not received an update on who had been allocated seats on this bus.
· No 3 Leopard Bus – Reading buses had confirmed that they cannot alter the timings; the 7:40 bus should have enough room to accommodate everyone.
· Emmbrook Secondary School have confirmed that they would make a note to explain the lateness on the children’s records if necessary.
· 600 bus – changing the timings of the bus is not something that can be done quickly.
· F2 bus to the Forest School does not have any vacant farepayer seats available.
· WBC are going to review their criteria for adding operators to the list of potential contractors.  This will take time but should provide a wider range of options in the future.
· SPC confirmed that the streetlighting would be on from 05:30.
· WBC traffic team would look at the streetlights owned by them.
· Speed limit reductions are to be implemented on Hyde End Road from the Basingstoke Road to Dobbies from 40mph to 30mph.  Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) are discussing further speed reductions and improvements to key crossing points
· 244 bus operated by Horsemans Coaches is a private bus and WBC do not know who has taken this option.  Horsemans were not able to share the information due to GDPR.
· Oakbank School is run by an academy, therefore, legislation does not allow WBC to have the power to intervene, only ‘soft power’.  As with other schools, WBC can work with schools by negotiation only.
· It was recognized that year on year there would be more children than spaces in the parish and this was on the agenda for WBC for planning school places.
· Initially there were 49 children without a bus place and this has now reduced to 16.
· Oakbank School currently had 35 spaces available for those who were not able to transport their children to another school in the Borough.
· To secure free bus transport, parents should request a place at their nearest four schools, if there was no space and they were allocated to a different school the transport would then be offered free of charge.


	
	*19:24
	Cllr Jones joined the meeting


	

	100.2
	Members of the public made the following observations:-
· Swallowfield, Shinfield, Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood and Riseley have no secondary school provision.  Bohunt School is oversubscribed and there is little transport to alternative schools in the Borough.  Oakbank School is considered as undesirable due to historical reputation.  There is no post 16 provision in the parish.  There is a duty on WBC to provide education provision for children in the Borough.
· BCllr Bray explained that the current administration had inherited the problem and were reviewing what could be done to make improvements.  It was not always WBC that determined the catchment area of schools as the Department for Education (DFE) also influenced these decisions.  Originally Bohunt School was planned to be for 11-18 year olds but the school trust changed this to 11-16 year olds.  BCllr Bray empathised with parents and recognized that changes needed to be made due to the vast amount of housing development in the area that were decided upon by the Secretary of State.  A decision to open a 6th from at Bohunt School had not been finalized.


	
	100.3
	Other points raised included:-
· If parents had to transport their child to school by car this goes against WBC’s policy for climate change.
· Allocation of transport is not clear or consistent to parents.
· WBC appears to have a procedural problem in allocating school transport places.
· Parents were concerned that a record of late arrival at school will travel with the child, and they were being disadvantaged by missing out on important information at the start of the school day.
· A proposal was made that if SPC bought a community mini bus, could this be utilized for the remaining children that were not allocated a bus space.




	
	100.4
	Additional primary school in Shinfield

A new primary school had been planned in the parish, but it was unclear as to whether this would proceed due to a number of issues, for example, the land was within the DEPZ, (however, it was understood that AWE did not object to a school being built); currently there was a lack of numbers for a new school.  


	
	20:15
	Members of the public left the meeting, three remained
BCllrs Bray and Johnson left the meeting


	23/101
	
	Councillor Co-option


	
	101.1
	It was proposed that Richard Hoyle be co-opted as a member of Shinfield Parish Council for Spencers Wood & Three Mile Cross

Proposed:	Cllr Grimes
Seconded:	Cllr Jahromi
Approved:	Unanimously


	
	101.2
	Richard Hoyle accepted the office of Councillor for Spencers Wood & Three Mile Cross Ward and duly signed an acceptance of office.


	

23/102
	
	Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest


	
	102.1
	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Clarke, James & Montgomery
Apologies had been received from Borough Cllrs Gray, Rance and Munro 


	
	102.2
	There were no declarations of members’ interests


	
	103.3
	There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests


	
23/103
	
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th July 2023


	
	103.1
	The minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman.

Proposed:	Cllr Jahromi
Seconded:	Cllr Lias
Approved:	Unanimously


	

	103.2
	The following matters arising were discussed:


	23/71.2
	Clerk to complete mapping of bin locations

This was ongoing with the hope of having this completed by the end of the week. Wokingham Borough Council had recently announced a list of potential bins to be removed and listed 26 under consideration within Shinfield Parish. A few are proposed due to lack of use but the remainder are proposed because there are “other bins in the area”. Sometimes these are WBC bins, for example, there are four around the School Green with two marked for possible removal. However, others are Shinfield Parish Council or even businesses (for example, the BP garage at Three Mile Cross).



	23/71.2
	Clerk to arrange an awareness campaign to encourage litter to be taken home

This will be included in the next edition of the newsletter to go out in early September.


	23/71.2
	Clerk to investigate how full bins were when emptied

A request for information was out with Select who empty SPC bins.


	23/75.2
	Clerk to chase for the lease on Manor Ground

This was still with the University of Reading’s lawyers.  The Clerk confirmed that SPC was insured.


	23/86.2
	Clerk to write to the Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) and invite him to attend a meeting with councillors

The Clerk had written to the PCC and his office had advised that he would be prepared to attend an evening meeting with the council. The Clerk suggested one of the forthcoming Full Council meetings and had been advised that the PCC was available on 27th September. This was on hold for 19.00 to 20.00 that evening subject to the agreement of this meeting.  Members were in agreement for the PCC to be invited to the start of the meeting at 19:00.

ACTION – Clerk to confirm the meeting


	23/86.5
	Clerk to include reporting of flora and fauna in the newsletter

This would also be included in the next edition of the newsletter.


	23/87.1
	Clerk to arrange the first meeting of the Engagement Working Party

The first meeting of the Engagement Working Party would be held on 
5th September at 11:00 via TEAMS


	23/88.2
	Clerk to arrange the first meeting of the Education Working Party

The first meeting of the Education Working Party would be held on 
12th September at 11:00 via TEAMS

ACTION –
· Clerk to ask BCllr Bray, WBC to join the Education Working Party
· Clerk to ask a representative of Swallowfield Parish Council to join the Education Working Party


	23/89.3
	Clerk to continue to pursue the location of land at Mereoak as an option for a 3g pitch

The Clerk had met with Trevor Saunders, Assistant Director Planning (Interim) and Connor Corrigan, Head of Strategic Development for Wokingham Borough Council on 23rd August and included the proposal of Mereoak as a possible location for a 3g pitch. Although there was some support for the concept from the sports side of WBC there was less enthusiasm from the planning side. They repeated the concern about being within the DEPZ but also suggested that WBC have it as an asset that could be realized in the future.  Members were curious as to what WBC could use the land for as they had stated it was within the DEPZ.


	23/91.1
	Clerk to arrange a discussion with Cllr Grimes and James regarding how to take this forward with Mr Hoggeth.

This was on the agenda


	
23/94.2
	Clerk to include terms of reference for community fund on agenda for August Full Council Meeting.

This was on the Agenda


	
	103.3
	Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Meeting held on 2nd August 2023


	
	
	The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd August 2023 were approved as a correct record, subject to the amendment below, and would be signed as such by the Chairman after the correction had been made.

23/98.1 should read “Apologies had been received from Borough Cllrs Gray and Munro”

Proposed:	Cllr Lias
Seconded:	Cllr Tatla
Approved:	Unanimously


	
23/104
	
	Reports


	
	104.1
	Reports from Borough Councillors

Members NOTED the written reports from Borough Councillors Glover, Munro and Rance


	
	104.2
	Questions for Borough Councillors

a) A query was raised in relation to BCllr Rance’s report regarding 
	“23.7.23 .  .    . At the time of writing there is to be no provision of bus 	service to Emmbrook in September.  .  .  .  .”

ACTION – Clerk to write to BCllr Rance to correct this statement as it was deemed to be inaccurate.  The buses were still operating but the current situation was due to demand exceeding capacity.
b) BCllr Glover reported that she was still trying to find out whether Thames Valley Police were taking any action on the car racing on the A33.  The Clerk reported that SPC were maintaining a log of ASB in the parish.

c) The speed camera on Hyde End Road had still not been repositioned.  A contractor was being sourced to rectify the damage.  In view of the imminent reduction in speed limit from 40mph to 30mph this would help to act as a deterrent for speeding vehicles.


	

	104.3
	Minutes of Facilities Committee 2nd August 2023

Members NOTED the minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting held on 
2nd August 2023.


	


	104.4
	Minutes of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee 3rd August 2023

Cllr Tatla reported on the following:-
· Nicola Peacock, WBC had attended the meeting to highlight the range of activities WBC were involved with.
· BCllr Sarah Kerr, WBC would be attending a meeting on 5th September to explore how the Committee could work with WBC on activities and events they were planning.
· ‘Friday Fundays’ at the School Green Centre had been a huge success and the staff were praised for their work in organising these events throughout the school summer holidays.  The committee would investigate activities for adults on a Friday during school term time.

Members NOTED the minutes of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee meeting held on 3rd August 2023.


	

	104.5

	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee 9th August 2023

Members NOTED the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee meeting held on 9th August 2023


	


	104.6
	Working Parties

Traffic Working Party: 

The Clerk reported that at the meeting held on 26th July, Matthew Gould, WBC,  had advised that all the items discussed at the meeting should be formally logged as requests with WBC through their online system. The Clerk advised that he had formally logged all the requests for traffic improvements with WBC and was awaiting a formal update from WBC.


	

	104.7
	Sports Working Party: 

Millworth Lane was on the agenda, however, following the last Full Council meeting the two main football clubs had been invited to the Sports Working Party meeting on 1st August resulting in a very productive meeting.

	[bookmark: _Hlk143681829]

	104.8
	School Green Working Party:

The School Green Working party met on 3rd August 2023 and the following was discussed:-

The work on the school green would be carried out in phases with the priority being replacement of the 91 bollards as the existing wooden posts were rotting.  These would be of a plastic construction with a metal rod inside, textured in dark oak and approximately the same height as the existing bollards.  It was recognised that the green needed protecting and it would be good to have the work completed before Remembrance Sunday.  

To improve the aesthetics of the car park it was proposed to install some black decorative fencing panels, between the car park and the green, that would be offset to allow access points from the car park to the green.  The fencing would be in keeping with the war memorial and comes in sections approximately 90cm high by 1.80m wide with low maintenance.

The Facilities Manager was obtaining quotes for the above work and this would be discussed at the next Facilities Committee meeting.

Other work identified:-
· War Memorial cleaned
· Moving the recycling bins off the car park to a hardstanding next to the car park, this would include a potential electrical bin provided by WBC and would free up car parking spaces
· Dropped kerb for the kebab van 
· History panels


	
	104.9
	Chairman’s Report

Cllr Grimes reported that his main focus this month had been dealing with school transport issues.


	

	104.10
	Reports from Outside Bodies 

There were no reports from outside bodies.


	

23/105
	
	Engagement Working Party


	
	105.1
	Engagement Working Party

The first meeting of the Engagement Working Party was scheduled for 
5th September at 11:00 as a TEAMS meeting.




	23/106
	
	Education Provision in the parish


	
	106.1
	Education Working Party

The first meeting of the Education Working Party was scheduled for 
12th September at 11:00 as a TEAMS meeting.





	

23/107
	
	Sports and Recreation Items


	
	107.1
	Plan for Millworth Lane

At the last Full Council meeting agreement had been given in principle for the general principles and order of magnitude of costs. Note was also taken of the suggestion to use solar panels and proposed community garden at High Copse.

The Clerk had met with Tony Grover, building surveyor, on 23rd August to discuss the proposals discussed at the last meeting to expedite getting formal costings which would then form the basis of the detailed business case to be put before Full Council.


	

	107.2
	3G Pitch

This was covered earlier in the meeting.


	

23/108
	
	Ryeish Green Pavilion


	
	108.1
	The Clerk reported that the Ryeish Green Pavilion was on the market and to date there had been no additional expressions of interest.


	
23/109
	
	Land Issues


	
	109.1
	Land Issues

Cllr Grimes, the Clerk and Mr Hoggeth, WBC, met on the 1st August to discuss alternative approaches to the land issues.  

The Clerk had since advised Mr Hoggeth that he wished to take the option of a land swap off the table as Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) and Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) had fundamentally different views on the value of the land. Mr Hoggeth was now prepared to work towards separate lease agreements for Ryeish Green playing fields (from SPC to WBC) and Deardon Orchard (already in place from WBC to SPC).

Mr Hoggeth had asked the Clerk if he would put forward some heads of terms for the lease.

The Clerk had strongly pushed the option of the School Green Car Park being transferred to SPC ownership.  However, Mr Hoggeth has been advised that “its not surplus to the Council’s requirements and therefore unable to consider a transfer of the asset to the Parish Council.” As a minimum, SPC should look for some reassurances over the future use of the car park and especially regarding the potential introduction of car parking charges.

ACTION – Clerk to draw up heads of terms for a lease for the Ryeish Green playing fields





	

	109.2
	Community Space in the north of the parish

There had been no further update since the previous meeting with the working party; consisting of Cllrs James, Tatla and Montgomery, Paul Gudge, Facilities Manager and the Clerk meeting with the Director of the Education Trust and Headmaster of Whiteknights School on Wednesday 13th September; to discuss the proposals in more detail. The outcome of this meeting would be reported back at the Full Council meeting in September.


	


23/110
	
	School Green Centre


	
	110.1

	Update from Cllr Grimes

Cllr Grimes reported that:-
· He was still working with the architects to close off the snagging issues
· The building had been shortlisted for an architects award and the judges had visited the building on the 18th and 21st August


	
	110.2
	Provision of film screening facilities

The Clerk advised that an initial site visit had been held on 23rd August with the appointed contacts acting on behalf of Shinfield Studios. This was to introduce the building to them. Requirements were for a minimum capacity of 80 and accessible for cinema use for 30 hours per month. From the initial discussion it did seem to them that a viable solution could be found centred around the Pound Green or Ryeish Green rooms. The discussions included the need for operational flexibility, seating provision, storage, positioning of equipment, blackout curtains and lighting needs. Having taken photos and measurements they will go and work up some potential options and share them with SPC in due course.

Requirement would be to achieve this by March 2025. The Clerk indicated that school holiday periods were likely to be the best time to accommodate any necessary works.


	23/111
	
	Correspondence


	
	111.1
	Terms of reference for community fund

Members did not object but agreed to leave signing the Deed until planning approval had been granted.


	
	21:31
	Three members of the public left the meeting


	
	111.2
	Name of Parliamentary Constituency

Cllr Jahromi raised the suggestion of organising a petition to have Shinfield included in the name of the new parliamentary constituency which was currently designated as “Earley and Woodley”.

The Clerk advised that his research had established that the Boundary Commission “are open to considering alternative names that have support locally but will avoid long lists that attempt to describe every population centre in a seat”. The guidance also suggested that the constituency name “should reflect the main population centre and if there are two main towns both can be included, like Truro and Falmouth”

The Clerk had identified only one English constituency which had three place names (Ruislip, Northwood & Pinner). The Scottish Boundary Commission seem more relaxed about this as there are 8 with three or more

Using the information issued by the Boundary Commission the composition of the new constituency is as follows:
          Earley 38.4% (26,904 of a total electorate of 70,083)
          Woodley 26.3% (18,402)
          Whitley & Church (the 2 South Reading wards included) 21.5% (15,060)
          Shinfield 13.9% (9,717)

Members felt that in light of the above information, it was unlikely that the constituency name could include ‘Shinfield’.  

ACTION – Clerk to inform and reassure residents via the SPC website and newsletter that SPC was still within Wokingham Borough Council despite the change of constituency name.  A map should also be included to outline the boundary.


	
	111.3
	Grant Applications

Cllr Masseron enquired as to whether the grants had been allocated.  The Clerk reported that an Annual Grants Working Party would be meeting on 30th August to consider the applications, however, the amount of grants requested had far exceeded the allocation of money.  The working party would report to the next Finance and General Purposes Committee for approval.

ACTION – Clerk to circulate list of grant applications to members of SPC


	
23/112
	
	Invoices for Payment


	
	112.1
	Members NOTED the following payments: -
· Payments made within the Clerk’s financial delegation
· Payments made on Barclaycard within the Clerk’s financial delegation

Members APPROVED the following payments: -
· Payments due to be made that were outside the Clerk’s financial delegation

Proposed:	Cllr Lias
Seconded:	Cllr Tatla
Approved:	Unanimously


	23/113
	
	Date of Next Meeting


	
	113.1
	The date of the next meeting is Wednesday, 27th September 2023



The meeting ended at 21:51
List of Actions

	[bookmark: _Hlk138168012]23/103
23.86.2
	Clerk to confirm the meeting of the next Full Council meeting with the Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC)

	Clerk

	23/103
23/88.2

	(i) Clerk to ask Cllr Bray, WBC to join the Education Working Party
	Clerk

	23/103
23/88.2

	(ii) Clerk to ask a representative of Swallowfield Parish Council to join the Education Working Party
	Clerk

	23/104.2
	Clerk to write to BCllr Rance to correct the statement in her report as it was deemed to be inaccurate.  The buses were still operating but the current situation was due to demand exceeding capacity

	Clerk

	23/109.1
	Clerk to draw up heads of terms for a lease for the Ryeish Green playing fields

	Clerk

	23/111.2
	Clerk to inform and reassure residents via the SPC website and newsletter that SPC was still within Wokingham Borough Council despite the change of constituency name.  A map should also be included to outline the boundary

	Clerk

	23/111.3
	Clerk to circulate list of grant applications to members of SPC

	Clerk
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