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DRAFT

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on Thursday 28 January 2021, by Zoom videoconference, commencing 19:30 hrs.
Present:
Cllrs. P Alexander, N Boyer, I Clarke (Chair), E Brown, P Emment, L James, D Lias, I Montgomery, A Narayanan.
Attending:
Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Clerk), Kouy Young (Deputy Clerk)
	21/RA/1
	Public Questions

	
	There were no public questions. 

	
	

	21/RA/2
	Apologies and declarations of members’ interests

	
	

	
	2.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Boyer. 


	
	2.2 There were no declarations of members’ interest.

	
	

	21/RA/3
	3.1 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

	
	The minutes of the committee meeting of 26 November 2020 were approved as a correct record and signed by Cllr Clarke.
Proposed: Cllr Jahromi         Seconded: Cllr Clarke        Unanimously Approved 


	
	3.2 Actions 


	
	24.4.4 Working party to discuss options for running the pavilion building and bring proposals to the committee. 

The Clerk confirmed that this action related to entry to the pavilion and room hire rates. The committee requested that the Clerk explore solutions for access and provide information on hall hire rates to help determine the rates chargeable. 


	
	43.0 Clerk to provide information on water usage at the allotments for the last few years

The Clerk confirmed that this item was ongoing. 



	
	47.5 Cllr Clarke to investigate planting bulbs on the bus lane verges between Spencers Wood and Shinfield 

Cllr. Clarke confirmed that this item was ongoing. 


	
	48.4 Cllr Brown to follow up with UoR on sign to be located at viewpoint on footpath 16. 

Cllr. Brown confirmed that this was ongoing.


	
	48.5 Clerk to obtain free standing rack for display of leaflets at Spencers Wood Pavilion 

This item was noted as complete.


	
	48.6 Cllr Brown to send Clerk details of request for Community Centre from Shinfield Baptist Church
This item was noted as complete. 


	
	48.7.1 Clerk to arrange for contractor to cut back hedges on Hyde End Road footpath and see what could be done in respect of lights on this path and footpath 16.
The Clerk confirmed that the hedges had been cut back and stated that it was unlikely that permission to put lighting on the path would be granted. It was agreed that this action should be closed. 


	
	51.2 Working party to consider play facilities at Spencers Wood rec for recommendation to Council
Cllr. Clarke stated that due to the pandemic progress had been slow on this matter however a meeting was scheduled with a representative of HAGS UK to discuss ideas for play facilities. 


	
	3.3 Matters Arising 
The Clerk confirmed that as the value of the grant application from Shinfield Players was in excess of the remit of this committee it would be presented to the February Finance & General Purpose Committee meeting for consideration. He undertook to write to the group to request appropriate documentation in support of the application prior to the meeting. 

	
	

	21/RA/4
	Parish Wide Update 

	
	

	
	4.1 Spencers Wood Pavilion 

Cllr Clarke highlighted the following: 

· the manager of the Chapel Lane pre-school remained content with the facilities at the pavilion.  
· The fence behind the pavilion was nearing completion and would be finished by end of next week. No further correspondence had been received from residents regarding the fence. 

	
	

	
	4.2 Deardon Allotments Lease

Cllr. Clarke confirmed that the Deardon allotments were operating successfully. 34 allotments would open at Orchard Rise in Spring 2021 and additional allotments would be sited at Cutbush Lane South on completion of the housing development. When completed SPC would be responsible for just under 350 allotments in total.  

	
	

	
	4.3 Deardon Field Land Swop 

The Clerk confirmed that despite numerous attempts he had not been able to contact the SPC solicitor for an update and therefore the matter remained ongoing. 


	
	

	
	4.4 Millworth Lane 

Cllr. Clarke confirmed that the electricity had been disconnected in the mobile home sited at Millworth Lane. The surrender document for the land was now with the University of Reading however the Charity Commission had confirmed that further action was required by the Shinfield Association to enable them to surrender the lease.  

It was PROPOSED that the Clerk consider options for removing the caravan whilst preserving the integrity of the land.   
Proposed: Cllr. Lias              Seconded: Cllr Jahromi               Agreed by Majority 

	
	

	
	4.7 Future Groundworks 

Cllr Clarke confirmed that work would commence in February 2021 on the new cricket ground at Brooker’s Hill with completion scheduled for May 2022 when responsibility for managing it would be handed over to SPC.  The pavilion and sports facilities at High Copse were scheduled for completion by 2024. 
Cllr. James confirmed that planning was underway to ensure that the sites coming under the control of SPC would be resourced appropriately. In addition, the website was being upgraded and booking systems being brought in to manage the associated administration. 

	
	

	21/RA/5
	Community Service Update 

	
	5.1 Cllr Brown highlighted the following: 

· Walking route planning had been suspended due to the pandemic. 
· A request to replace stiles with gates on specified footpaths had resulted in two landowners granting permission and one refusal. The responses had been passed to the Ramblers Association. An alternative gate had been offered to the landowner that had refused the proposal and a response was awaited. 

· Signposts produced for the SANGS had been produced but would not be installed until after lockdown. An image of the signs was shared with the committee.
· It was hoped that a representative of the Rambler’s Association would shortly be in a position to resume the provision of a regular report on the condition of footpaths in the parish for placement on the SPC website. 

	
	

	
	5.2 Cllr Brown confirmed that Taylor Wimpey would be carrying out remedial work on footpath 20 to resolve drainage issues. A hardwearing surface would be put in place though the nature of this was still under consideration. It was noted that a length of footpath 20 from Deer Leap Park was not covered by the contractor. The Clerk and Cllr Brown undertook to look into the matter. 


	
	5.3 It was PROPOSED that Cllr. Brown be appointed to the Committee of Spencers Village Hall as a representative of SPC. 

Proposed: Cllr Jahromi             Seconded: Cllr Emment           Unanimously Agreed 



	21RA/6
	Grant Applications 


	
	6.1 Loddon Valley Ramblers 

 A grant of £1000.00 for two gates to be placed on footpaths in the parish was APPROVED.

Proposed: Cllr Emment               Seconder: Cllr James         Unanimously Approved

	
	

	
	6.2 Shinfield Infant and Nursery 

A grant request confirming that £200.00 granted by SPC would be ringfenced for a special prize was APPROVED. 
Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery     Seconded: Cllr Brown    Unanimously Agreed 



	
	6.3 Grant Expenditure 2020/21
A report detailing grant expenditure for the year to date was NOTED.

	
	

	21/RA/7
	Website Development 

	
	The Clerk confirmed that the working party had met with Kreative, the Website designer and that overall they were satisfied with the look and functionality of the new website though some minor problems had been identified.  It was AGREED that priority would be given to resolving the issues followed by adherence to the timetable set out below: 

· March:  Kreative demonstrate site to Full Council and allow them to test it

· April: Approval sought from Full Council;

· End of April: Site goes live. 

	
	

	21/RA/8
	Correspondence

	
	8.1 Memorial Tree  

The Clerk confirmed that he had received an enquiry from a resident about the possibility of siting a memorial tree in the parish at some point in the future. 

Cllr. Clarke noted that in a previous conversation with Nigel Frankland (UoR) reference had been made to the possibility of siting an area for memorial trees at the end of the Deardon Fields orchard. The Clerk undertook to investigate the matter further.


	
	8.2 Planters 
The Clerk sought approval to obtain planters for the immediate area surrounding the community centre. The committee requested that further information about the finished look and size of the planters be bought to the next Recreation and Amenities meeting so that the request could be given further consideration. 


	
	8.3 Black Boy Pub 

A letter from Greene King seeking the view of SPC on a potential name change of the Black Boy pub was noted. 
It was PROPOSED that a response was sent to Greene King by the Clerk stating that SPC was against a name change but that if Greene King was minded to change the name it had to have historical ties to the community/location. 
Proposed: Cllr Lias               Seconded: Cllr. James                      Unanimously Agreed. 


	
	8.4 Thames Valley Air Ambulance Clothes Bank 
It was AGREED that at present no suitable site existed for a clothes bank and that the Clerk would respond to the request to place one in the parish accordingly. 



	
	8.5 Heartstart 
The Clerk noted a letter from Heartstart, a charity with responsibility for checking the condition of the defibrillators in the parish, noting that the battery in the AED on School Green needed replacing and requesting support with funding. 

It was PROPOSED that SPC would pay £160.00 for the replacement battery and offer to adopt the AED on School Green. 
Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery             Seconded:   Cllr. Emment                      Unanimously Agreed

The Clerk undertook to list the location of all AED’s in the parish to enable a discussion on adopting others. 

	
	

	21/RA/9 
	Date of next meeting:  25 March 2021



	
	The meeting closed at 21:25


Action items:
	Minute Ref
	Details
	Action by

	24.4.4
	Spencers wood pavilion: Clerk to obtain options for building entry and provide room hire rates to committee. 
	Cllr Clarke 

	43
	Clerk to provide information on water usage at the allotments for the last few years
	Clerk 

	47.5
	Cllr Clarke to investigate planting bulbs on the bus lane verges between Spencers Wood and Shinfield 
	Cllr Clarke 

	48.4
	Cllr Brown to follow up with UoR on sign to be located at viewpoint on footpath 16. 
	Cllr Brown 

	51.2
	Working party to consider play facilities at Spencers Wood rec for recommendation to Council. 
	Cllrs Boyer, Alexander and Clarke

	3.3
	Clerk to obtain supporting information from Shinfield Players in respect of their funding bid. 
	Clerk 

	4.4
	Clerk to look into ways of removing the caravan on the Millworth Lane site whilst preserving the integrity of the land. 
	Clerk 

	5.2
	Clerk and Cllr Brown to look into who has responsibility for footpath 20 beyond Deer Leap Park.
	Clerk/Cllr Brown

	8.1
	Clerk to research possible location for memorial garden in parish. 
	Clerk 

	8.2
	Clerk to provide additional information in respect of the potential purchase of planters for the parish. 
	Clerk 

	8.4
	Clerk to confirmed to Thames Valley Ambulance that no appropriate location existed in the parish currently for a clothes bank.
	Clerk 

	8.5
	Clerk to provide list of AED locations within the parish to committee with a view to adoption.
	Clerk 
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