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Minutes of a meeting of
the Arts, Culture and Events Committee
Held on Thursday 7th September 2023
at School Green Centre commencing at 19.30


Present:	Cllrs James, Jones, Montgomery, Peer & Tatla (Chair)
Attending:	B Winton (Clerk) 
		 

	23/ACE/25
	
	Public Questions


	
	25.1
	There were no public questions.


	23/ACE/26
	
	Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest


	
	26.1
	There were apologies for absence from Cllr Jahromi & Masseron


	
	26.2
	There were no declarations of members’ interests


	23/ACE/27
	
	Minutes of the previous meeting


	
	27.1
	The minutes of the committee meeting of 3rd August 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed as such by Cllr Tatla.

Proposed:	Cllr Montgomery
Seconded:	Cllr James
Approved:	Unanimously


	
	27.2
	Actions and Matters Arising


	23/ACE/16.2
	Deputy Clerk to arrange the meeting with BCllr Sarah Kerr

The meeting took place on 5th September with Cllrs James, Jones & Tatla present along with the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. 

ACTION – Clerk to circulate notes of the meeting








	23/ACE/21.1
	Clerk to continue to research the issues around an art exhibition

This was item 4.1 on the agenda


	23/ACE/21.2
	Clerk to continue to follow up on possible leads for a community choir

This was item 4.2 on the agenda


	23/ACE/21.3
	Clerk to report on the overall Friday Funday event at the next meeting

This was item 4.3 on the agenda


	23/ACE/22.3
	Clerk to follow up the Coffee Trailer proposal 

This was item 6.2 on the agenda


	23/ACE/22.4
	Clerk to follow up the pizza vehicle proposal 

This was item 6.3 on the agenda


	23/ACE/22.6
	Clerk to investigate mobile catering units active in the parish to ensure that they are correctly registered and licenced

This was item 6.4 on the agenda


	
23/ACE/28
	
	Developing Arts & Culture in the parish

Art Exhibition


	
	28.1
	Questionnaire
Since the last meeting the clerk had arranged an online questionnaire on the council’s website. This had been divided into questions about attending and exhibition and participation in an exhibition. There had been 29 responses to date.

Attending an exhibition
Q1 - 86% would be interested in attending an exhibition
Q2 – It was evenly balanced on whether residents would pay to attend an exhibition. This was not unsurprising at this stage as there was no solid information on what the exhibition would look like
Q3 – Prices suggested ranged from £0 to £10. At this stage it is too soon to plan a price as it will depend on the overall quality of exhibits etc, but this indicates that we would probably be looking at no more than £5 for an adult 
Q4 – There were no strong opinions on what should be included in an exhibition 
Q5 – Of those who answered (3 out of 29 skipped this question) 85% were happy for anyone to exhibit. Of the 4 respondents who did not feel it should be open to all the view was only Shinfield residents (1) or Shinfield plus Wokingham Borough
Q6 – Easter seemed the preferred choice, but this would be too soon for us. The October half term which was the preferred date was the second most popular option 
Q7 – this was included to give a hint of what respondents liked to see and it generated a wide mix of responses. It did also suggest a possible option for the exhibition - in an “Off the Wall” gallery residents could be asked to loan a piece of art or print they had on display at home. This would be an interesting way of seeing the varying tastes of residents, getting them involved and introducing their favourite artists to a wider audience
Q8 – There was strong support for any art exhibition not just being a one off. Respondents also seemed open to the idea of street art and spreading the art around the parish

Possible Exhibitors
Q9 - Slightly more retained enthusiasm for participating in an exhibition but still had 10 people they would be interested in doing so.
Q10 – Potential artists seem slightly more inclined to pay to display than the general public would pay to attend.
Q11 – A couple of responses were prepared to pay £20 but most were zero or less than £20. A strong possibility is a very modest fee of say £5 and a percentage of any sales that are made at the exhibition.
Q12 – Media in line with the viewing responses. One interesting comment was to try and obtain a “headline” piece of art to act as an “anchor display”

During discussions it was agreed that consideration would be given to:
     Including art equipment suppliers
     Having competitions for the best displays including at various age 
          Groups
     Sales on a commission basis 

On the 23rd August the Clerk had met with Shinfield Studios representatives looking to see if the School Green Centre was a viable location for a cinema and during those conversations one option would be, were the cinema be implemented, to make use of those facilities for audio-visual installations either as standalone activities or part of an exhibition. 


	
	28.2
	Possible Dates for Diary
It was agreed that the October 2024 half-term should be the target date for the exhibition. This would be from Monday 28th October to Sunday 3rd November. The Clerks was asked to make provisional bookings in the School Green Centre diary accordingly.

ACTION – Clerk to make provisional bookings in the School Green Centre diary 





	
	28.3
	Involving existing arts groups
The Clerk wrote to Wokingham Arts Society at the start of August to see if they would be interested in meeting to discuss our initial proposals with them. He had received a response today from the Chairman to say he was happy in principle to have a discussion, but he wished to discuss it with his membership. As the Wokingham Art Trail takes place mid-September, he felt they would be more likely that any involvement from them would be earlier in the year.

The Clerk has not made any contact with Arts 4 Wokingham as their primary concern is public art rather than an exhibition, but he was happy to do so if members thought there was any merit in this. It was suggested that the Chair of Arts4Wokingham, Charlotte Haitham Taylor be invited to a meeting.

ACTION – Clerk to follow up with Wokingham Arts Society

ACTION – Clerk to invite Charlotte Haitham Taylor to a future meeting


	
	28.4
	More Arts
In the discussions with Sarah Kerr a group called More Arts who select artwork by A Level students and hires it out to local businesses with some of the proceeds going back to the schools involved. They may be a group that we could engage with as another source of artwork for the exhibition and in return they could promote their activities to a new audience. The group also run a “Hands On Art Programme” which attends many events across the borough to encourage youngsters to try creative activities. They may be a possible candidate for workshops leading up to the exhibition and they would be participating at the Spencers Wood Carnival on the 16th. 

ACTION – Clerk to make contact with More Arts at the Carnival


	
	
	Community Choir


	
	28.5
	The Clerk has written to Berkshire Maestros to see if they would be interested in helping in any way with the establishment of a choir or can at least suggest some possible candidates. The University of Reading were also suggested as possible source of information and Nicola Peacock has suggested a contact there who runs a group called Universal Voices which runs a school term choir for children in the Reading area using students studying music education. They are currently still on their summer break.

ACTION – Clerk to continue to follow up on possible leads and to recruit through social media
 




	
	28.6
	Cllr Tatla had also provided another contact  for someone who leads groups called SingforYourself. These are not formal choirs and participants turn up to learn a new song by ear, sing it and then sing other songs that they have learnt previously. The emphasis is very much on singing for the joy of it so this would not be the kind of formal choir that we are looking for but there may be those who also wish to sing in a more structured group. The Clerk has arranged for the group to have a regular booking on a Thursday between 1.00 and 2.30 with the last 30 minutes being for socialising (bringing a benefit to the café). 


	

	
	Friday Funday


	
	28.7
	The Clerk advised that these sessions had continued to be well attended over the summer holiday period and were much appreciated by the parents/guardians and much enjoyed by the children. There had been no need to employ restrictions on numbers, advance booking etc as the adults tended to self-regulate. The activities offered were felt to be just the right thing and there was as much interest in the craft activities as there was in the soft play provided. The children were mostly of a younger age group as parents had presumably made alternative for school age children for the summer period.

There had been a number of bookings for birthday parties made as a result of these sessions (two on the last Friday alone) with others expected to follow and word of mouth will act as a good promotional tool for the parish. 

The intention is to run again on the Friday of the October half-term (27th October)


	
	
	Spencers Wood Carnival


	
	28.8
	The Clerk advised that there would be the SPC gazebo with display panels with SHINE information and recent council achievements. There would be a game for children to try with prizes and sign-up sheets for the newsletter.


	23/ACE/29
	
	Made in Shinfield


	
	29.1
	The Clerk share the draft concept for the Made in Shinfield poster. The general layout was favourably received but the Clerk was asked to bring a range of options for the “Made in Shinfield” logo to the next meeting.

ACTION - Clerk to provide more options for a “Made in Shinfield” logo





	
	29.2
	Cllr Hoyle has suggested that there was an audit of artists and craftspeople who live or work in the parish. This might possibly lead to a craft show of locally made products. The Clerk advised that he would use the newsletter and website to gather such information to enable us to talk to them in the future regarding the exhibition and any other art related initiatives.

ACTION - Clerk to use Newsletter and website to create a database of local artists and craftspeople


	


23/ACE/30
	
	Community Services


	
	30.1
	Update on the Flat at Shinfield Rise
Cllr Montgomery provided an update on the activities at the Shinfield rise flat. The coach outing to the coast had been very well received by those taking part. There was a new mother and toddler group starting on a Thursday afternoon. The youth group was making use of St Barnabas Hall starting from the following Tuesday.


	

	30.2
	Update on the Youth Club
The Clerk advised the youth club had been in abeyance over the summer holidays.


	

	30.3
	Coffee Trailer 
The Clerk advised that a meeting had taken place on 31st August 2023 with the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Coffee Trailer provider.  After considering possible locations the proprietor preferred to proceed with their original location which was the Spencers Wood Recreation ground. The proposed start date would be around mid-October and the proprietor would liaise with the Clerk on days and times of operation. These may vary as the proprietor establishes the best hours of business. They would ensure no overlap with the Thursday coffee mornings.

ACTION – Clerk to follow up the Coffee Trailer proposal


	

	30.4
	Pizza Vehicle
The Clerk had arranged a meeting with the operator of the pizza vehicle for Friday 8th September.

ACTION – Clerk to follow up and report back to the committee





	
	30.5
	Mobile Catering Units
The Clerk had been asked to investigate other mobile catering units within the parish to verify that all due licensing, hygiene registration etc was in place.

The Clerk had only been able to establish the following units:

Kebab Van at School Green Centre – Registered with Reading Borough Council

Fish and Chip van in Spencers Wood – Howe and Co Fish and Chips run it would appear as a franchise operation. Overall company rates 5 stars on “Scores on the doors” from Buckinghamshire County Council.

As far as the Clerk could establish both had all relevant licenses and food hygiene registration

ACTION – Clerk to establish schedule for mobile caterers (including Coffee van and pizza vehicle and provide information in newsletter for residents information

	
	
	

	23/ACE/31
	
	Correspondence


	
	31.1
	Arts, Business and Culture Forum
Cllr Masseron and the Clerk attended an open day organised by the forum in Woodley. This was an offshoot from the ABC Forum which has also met in the School Green Centre. Nicola Peacock has asked if the Clerk or another representative would like to be part of the forum. They recognise that this part of the borough is not recognised on the forum. It was agreed that Cllr Tatla would be the council representative.

ACTION – Clerk to inform Nicola Peacock accordingly 


	
	31.2
	80th Anniversary of D-Day Normandy Landings
The Clerk had received information on events being organised for this event which would include a national beacon lighting (special beacons retailing at £549 + VAT + carriage)
· Bonfire
· Poems
· National Fish & Chip Day (in honour of the role fishermen and women and their trawlers played during the war)

It was agreed that the council’s focus should be on ensuring that Remembrance Sunday was marked appropriately.




	
	31.3
	“Rocking around the Christmas Tree”
The Clerk advised that his team had proposed an event in December which was provisionally being called “Rocking around the Christmas Tree”.  It would be (weather permitting) held at the tree on the School Green and be a mix of popular Christmas songs and Christmas carols. The offer would include non-alcoholic mulled wine, mince pie and a glow stick for the children with a suggested price of £1 a head. The start time would be early evening. It was agreed that the Clerk should proceed to firming up how the event would look for discussion at the next meeting. 

ACTION – Clerk to develop plans for this event


	
23/ACE/31
	
	Date of Next Meeting


	
	31.1
	The next meeting of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, 5th October 2023 at 19:30



The meeting ended at 21.00



	List of Actions
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	Clerk to circulate notes of the meeting with BCllr Sarah Kerr

	Clerk

	23/ACE/28.2
	Clerk to make provisional bookings for the Art Exhibition in the School Green Diary

	Clerk

	23/ACE/28.3
	Clerk to follow up involvement with the art exhibition with Wokingham Arts Society

	Clerk

	23/ACE/28.3
	Clerk to invite Charlotte Haitham Taylor to a future meeting of the committee

	Clerk

	28/ACE/28.4
	Clerk to make contact with More Arts at the Spencers Wood Carnival

	Clerk

	23/ACE/28.5
	Clerk to continue to follow up leads on a Community Choir and to recruit through social media

	Clerk

	23/ACE/29.1
	Clerk to provide a range of options for the “Made in Shinfield” logo

	Clerk

	23/ACE/29.2
	Clerk to use the newsletter and website to create a database of local artists and craftspeople

	Clerk

	23/ACE/30.3
	Clerk to follow up the Coffee Trailer proposal

	Clerk

	23/ACE/30.4
	Clerk to follow up and report back to the committee regarding the pizza vehicle enquiry

	Clerk

	23/ACE/30.5
	Clerk to establish schedule for mobile caterers (including Coffee van and pizza vehicle and provide information in newsletter for residents information 

	Clerk

	23/ACE/31.1
	Clerk to advise Nicola Peacock regarding Cllr Tatla representing SPC on the Arts Business and Culture Forum

	Clerk

	23/ACE/31.3
	Clerk to develop plans for the “Rocking Around the Christmas Tree” event
	Clerk

	
	
	



2

image1.jpeg
Shinfield

Parish Councll





