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Minutes of a meeting of
the Arts, Culture and Events Committee
Held on Thursday 7th May 2026
at School Green Centre commencing at 19.30

Present:	Cllrs Bowler, Matic (Chair), Montgomery & Peer 

Attending:	B Winton (Clerk) 

	26/ACE/26
	
	Public Questions


	
	26.1
	There were no public questions.


	

26/ACE/27
	
	Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest


	
	27.1
	Approval of apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Jahromi, James & Rance.


	
	27.2
	Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests and Related Person Interests

There were no declarations of members’ interests.


	
26/ACE/28
	
	Minutes of the previous meeting


	
	28.1
	The minutes of the committee meeting of 5th March 2026 were approved as a correct record and signed as such by Cllr Matic.

Proposed:	Cllr Montgomery
Seconded:	Cllr Peer
Approved:	Unanimously


	

	28.2
	Actions from the meeting held on 5th March 2026



	25/ACE/51.3
	Clerk to arrange a meeting with WBC officers and the Chair of ACE to discuss collaborative working on events.

This has not yet been arranged. See Item 29.1



	11.2
	Clerk to report back to the May committee meeting regarding a potential book festival.

This on the agenda at Item 29.1

	17.1
	Clerk to obtain a quote for lighting for art panels.

The Clerk advised that hire cost for lights would be £20 per panel. After discussion it was agreed that these should be provided for the Ryeish Green room only as this room was noticeably darker than the others used.

Pricing for artists should be increased for 2027 as there was no increase for 2026 compared to 2025.

ACTION – Clerk to arrange lighting for panels in Ryeish Green room in 2027

	17.2
	Clerk to arrange to extend the Art Exhibition in 2027 to have the Gala on Tuesday 16th February 2027, with the exhibition open to the public Wednesday 17th to Sunday 21st February.

The extended dates are in the Bookings Diary and in the plans for the exhibition.


	18.2
	Clerk to include the “Beating of the Bounds” event in early discussions with the new Community Engagement and Events Officer.

This will be done when the Community Engagement and Events Officer starts with the council.


	18.3
	Clerk to develop plans for the School Green Centre 5th “Birthday” Party event and report back to the next meeting.

This is on the agenda at Item 30.1


	18.3
	Clerk to ask Andrew Grimes to hold the proposed date in his diary.

This has been done and the former Chair of the Council has accepted the invitation.


	18.4
	Clerk to confirm date for the Grazeley Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree event.

Grazeley Village Memorial Hall had suggested Saturday 28th November. This was also on the agenda at Item 30.2


	18.4
	Clerk to confirm singers for all three Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree events.

See Item 30.2


	20.2
	Clerk to follow up potential grant application further with UoR Film department.

The Clerk was not able to produce anything for the deadline in April.





	
20.2
	Clerk to investigate potential quiz night options.

The Clerk advised that a traditional quiz night was scheduled for Friday 19th June. It was agreed to run one or two quizzes a year for the time being (subject to demand).

ACTION – Clerk to deliver 19th June Quiz and review attendance


	20.2
	Clerk to investigate potential bingo night options.

The Clerk advised that it would be possible to run bingo events without a licence subject to specific criteria being complied with. Ideally a monthly event could be organised most likely on a Friday when there is room availability. 

The Clerk suggested that a small group of volunteers to run the events would be ideal with SPC providing the number calling equipment and game consumables. Cllr Bowler offered to help with such a team.

ACTION – Clerk to investigate potential support for operating bingo sessions.

	21.1
	Clerk to ensure that the Annual Parish Meeting is promoted heavily to increase attendance.

This is on the agenda at Item 33.1.


	23.1
	Clerk to add the terms of reference for the Engagement Working Party to the next Full Council agenda.

These were approved at the March Full Council meeting.


	
24.1
	Clerk to organise Easter egg decorating competition open to all ages.

The event was delivered albeit with a low participation level. It has however provided images of the eggs that can be used to promote the event again in 2027.


	
24.2
	Clerk to provide updates at future meetings for Poppy Splash.

The Deputy Clerk has arranged monthly workshop events alternating between daytime and evenings. There are now almost 400 poppies already completed and handed in.






	



 




26/ACE/29
	
	Developing Arts & Culture in the parish


	
	29.1
	Book Festival in conjunction with Wokingham Borough Council (WBC)

The Clerk and Deputy Clerk has held a meeting with Stephanie Woods, WBC libraries lead, and two of her colleagues. 
· Discussions are looking at a weekend long event in 2027 aimed at young adults and adults rather than the children’s event already run by WBC. 
· Provisional dates are Friday 28th to Sunday 30th May 2027. This is the start of the half-term week.
· The concept would be 2 speakers per day (expected cost based on WBC experience is £100 per speaker plus travel). Sessions in morning, afternoon or evening to fit in with our needs and author availability.
· Format
· 45 minutes talk
· 15 minutes Q&A
· Book signings in the cafe
· WBC have links with a company that can provide books on a sale or return basis. Normally 10% of any book sales as a commission
· Small entry charge to events (£3) as people are more likely to turn up and commit to the event – for many free equals no value. 
· We could provide a small number of tickets to WBC for free entry to those who are struggling financially. 

WBC event is in August and have asked if we could “host” on of their sessions at SGC in return we allow one session in Wokingham next May

ACTION – Clerk to send Cllr Matic link to the next meeting scheduled for 14th May at 12.30pm


	


26/ACE/30
	
	Community Outreach


	



	30.1
	School Green Centre 5th “Birthday” Party on Saturday 7th November

The Clerk advised that 9 regular hirers had already agreed to take part in the event with more expected which meant it would be possible to have a full and entertaining programme of demonstrations throughout the day.

Members requested that there be a cake in the shape of the School Green Centre as part of the celebrations.

The possibility of some additional music performances was discussed, and the Clerk was asked to investigate what may be possible taking into account the other activities planned. 

The Clerk was asked to issue formal invitations to a list including Vice-Chancellor of University of Reading, the local MP and Mayor of Wokingham.

The Youth Club should be invited to participate.

Initial Timetable
· 12.00 noon – Welcome, Speeches and cutting of cake.
· 12.30 to 5.30 – Activity every half hour including one or two music sessions.
· 6.00 – Close of daytime activities
· 7.30 – Community themed film (e.g. Local Hero) in cinema 

ACTION – 
a. Clerk to arrange suitable celebration cake for the event.
b. Clerk to investigate music options for the event.
c. Clerk to issue formal invitations.
d. Clerk to involve Youth Club in the event.



	
	30.2
	Christmas Events

The Clerk confirmed that the dates for Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree for 2026 would be 
· Saturday 28th November for Grazeley
· Friday 4th December 2026 for School Green
· Friday 11th December 2026 for Frensham Green

ACTION – Clerk to confirm singers for all three Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree events


	








26/ACE/31
	
	Public Art


	

	31.1
	The selection panel sat on 17th April to receive presentations from the three short-listed artists. The panel included Cllr Matic, the Clerk, Arts4Wokingham and members of the public including students from Oakbank Secondary school.

The panel had chosen Nicolas Moreton as the artist for the project but were undecided as to the final design to go for. The committee’s preference was for the circular design entitled Continuum.

The Clerk was asked to seek views from the public and then a formal recommendation could go to the Full Council meeting on 27th May 2026.

Members liked the concept of using the space for performances and this led to a discussion about whether it would be possible to provide some form of hostile vehicle mitigation (HVM) measures 

ACTION – 
a. Clerk to add to the agenda for the May Full Council meeting.
b. Clerk to discuss potential HVM measures with artist.





	
26/ACE/32

	
	Shinfield Cinema

	
	32.1
	Update regarding National Theatre Live

The Clerk provided an update on ticket sales for National Theatre Live screenings. 

	


 
	
32.2
	
Update on other potential screening partners

No further updates.


	









26/ACE/33
	
	Annual Parish Meeting  


	

	33.1
	Feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting

Attendance was significantly up from 2025
· 43 Members of the Public
· 10 Councillors
· 4 Staff

The event had been heavily promoted across physical sites, website and social media. There was good attendance from potential award winners.

The comedian set the tone well for the evening and the Chair’s presentation was well received.

It was agreed to have the same format for 2027. Cllr Matic asked if the Ryeish Room and cinema could be used for 2027.

ACTION – 
a. All to consider potential speakers for 2027.
b. Clerk to book Ryeish Green Room for Annual Parish Meeting on 
31st March 2027


	

	33.2
	Newsletters

Feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting was that we should consider more hard copy newsletters and the matter had been referred to ACE for consideration.

The Clerk recognised that there was a need to consider those who were unable to access digital content. 

Given in-house resource it would be possible to increase to two hard copy versions per annum, but the cost of each issue (including distribution) was £3.5k per copy. The next scheduled edition was January 2027 which would suggest an additional copy in the summer of each year (subject to budget approval).

The Clerk advised that a greater frequency would be difficult to achieve but suggested that the discussion was deferred until the new Community Engagement and Events Officer was in post to contribute to the discussion. 

ACTION – Clerk to add to the agenda when Community Engagement & Events Officer was in post.

	










26/ACE/34
	
	Budget Reporting 


	

	34.1
	The budget report for ACE committee had been included with the papers.

Members noted the report.


	


26/ACE/35

	
	Engagement Working Party

	

	35.1
	Any matters relating to the Engagement Working Party

This will not convene until new Community Engagement Officer is in place.


	








26/ACE/36
	
	Correspondence 


	
	36.1
	There was no correspondence to report. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk203571118]26/ACE/37
	
	Date of Next Meeting 


	

	37.1
	The next meeting of the Arts, Culture and Events Committee will be held on Thursday 2nd July 2026 at 19.30.



Meeting closed at 20.50


List of Actions
	Minute number
	Action
	Responsibility

	26/ACE/17.1
	Arrange lighting for panels in Ryeish Green Room in 2027 for the art exhibition
	Clerk

	26/ACE/20.2
	Deliver 19th June quiz and review attendance
	Clerk

	26/ACE/20.2
	Investigate support for operating bingo sessions
	Clerk

	26/ACE/29.1
	Send Cllr Matic link to meeting scheduled for 14 May at 12:30pm
	Clerk

	26/ACE/30.1
	Arrange suitable celebration cake for SGC 5th Birthday event
	Clerk

	26/ACE/30.1
	Investigate music options for the event
	Clerk

	26/ACE/30.1
	Issue formal invitations for the event
	Clerk

	26/ACE/30.1
	Involve Youth Club in the event
	Clerk

	26/ACE/30.2
	Confirm singers for all Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree events
	Clerk

	26/ACE/31.1
	Add item to May Full Council agenda (public art recommendation)
	Clerk

	26/ACE/31.1
	Discuss potential HVM measures with artist
	Clerk

	26/ACE/33.1
	Consider potential speakers for 2027 Annual Parish Meeting
	All

	26/ACE/33.1
	Book Ryeish Green Room for Annual Parish Meeting on 31 March 2027
	Clerk

	26/ACE/33.2
	Add newsletter item to agenda when Community Engagement & Events Officer is in post
	Clerk
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