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 (Vice-Chair 

 

Minutes of a meeting of 
Planning & Highways Committee 

Held on Thursday 3rd November 2022 
At School Green Centre commencing at 19.30 

 
Present: Cllrs P Emment, A Grimes, L James, D Lias (Vice-Chair), R Tatla 
  
     
Attending: Bruce Winton (Clerk), Sally Herring (Deputy Clerk) and one member of the  

public 
 

22/PC/103  Public Questions  
 

 103.1 No public questions had been received 
   
22/PC/104  Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest  

 
 104.1 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Boyer, Jahromi and Peer.  

 
 104.2 There were no declarations of members’ interests. 

 
22/PC/105  Minutes of the Previous Meeting   

 
 105.1 The minutes of the committee meeting of 6th October 2022 were 

approved as a correct record and signed as such by Cllr Lias. 
   

Proposed: Cllr Emment 
   Seconded: Cllr Grimes 
   Approved: Unanimously  
   

22/PC/106  Actions and Matters Arising  
 

 106.5 Clerk to continue to monitor the position regarding Footpath 17 with 
the University of Reading.  The Clerk was meeting Nigel Franklin next 
week to discuss a number of operational items and would include this 
item.  
 
Members expressed concern about the narrowing of the entrance at 
the bottom part of the field and Church Lane that was now becoming 
wet and boggy and there was fear that someone may slip and be 
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injured.  Additionally the path was enclosed by barbwire fences on 
either side that could cause safety issues if someone slipped. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to chase the University of Reading regarding the 
condition of Footpath 17  

   
 22/PC/75.3 

 
Clerk to advise when Loddon Valley Ramblers have installed the 
Kissing Gates of FP23. The Clerk confirmed that both gates had been 
installed and the Ramblers had publicly thanked the Parish Council for 
their financial support. 
 

 22/PC/75.3 Clerk to contact landowner regarding availability of land for potential 
retail development. The Clerk had drafted a letter and once reviewed 
by Cllr Grimes it would be sent to the landowner. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to send letter as discussed at previous meeting 
 

 22/PC/96.1 Cllr Lias to attend the opening of the Planning Inquiry relating to PA 
201002 (land west of Kingfisher Grove, Three Mile Cross) and report 
back. The opening of the public inquiry was scheduled for 15th 
November.  This was also on the Agenda as Item 5.2.  No application 
had been made for rights of representation – see Item 22/PC/108.2. 
 

 22/PC/99.1 Clerk to confirm the date of the first Traffic Working party meeting. 
This has been done and the meeting took place on 18th October. This 
item was on the agenda at Item 8.1 
 

 22/PC/99.2 Clerk to circulate the updated version of the terms of reference for 
the Traffic Working Party. This had been done. 
 

 22/PC/100.1 Shinfield Centre Food Store Planning Application (222656). Clerk to 
circulate draft comments to members of the committee and then 
post comments on planning portal. This had been done. 
 

 22/PC/101.3 Clerk to add the response of Borough Councillors regarding Houses of 
Multiple Occupation the agenda. Item on the agenda.  Item 
22/PC/112.  
 

 22/PC/101.4 Pre-consultation for proposed radio base station on Basingstoke 
Road, Three Mile Cross. The Clerk had responded to Clarke Telecom. 
The matter was also on the agenda. 
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 22/PC/101.5 Cllr Lias to write to the resident in Hayes Drive regarding double 
yellow lines.   
 
Cllr Lias provided a brief update of the current position and it was 
agreed that the Clerk would write to the resident.  
 
ACTION – Clerk to write to the resident in Hayes Drive 
 

 22/PC/102.1 Clerk to contact John Russell regarding the travel plan for Crosfields 
School. The Clerk has asked for an update and will chase further with 
John Russell who will be attending the next Traffic Working Party 
meeting. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to contact John Russell regarding the travel plan for 
Crosfields School 

   
22/PC/107  Schedule of Deposited Plans  

 
 107.1 Planning Application 222627 – Change of use from residential 

dwelling to childrens’ care home 
 
Members discussed the application due to different responses 
received by the Clerk. It was agreed that the parish council would not 
make a formal response to the application. 
 

 107.2 Planning Application 223257 – Playground Deer Leap Park 
 
Following objections to a 6ft hedge being planted to separate the 
park into two separate areas, one for 5-11 year olds and one for 11-
15 year olds, a revised plan to separate the areas with a path flanked 
with posts had been proposed.  Contractors were due to start 2-3 
weeks before Christmas with completion due at the end of January. 
 
It was NOTED that Shinfield Parish Council supported this application. 
 

 107.3 Croft Drive Playground 
 
It was reported that the playground was still awaiting RoSPA 
inspection.  Members expressed concerned that a handrail needed 
installing on the steep slope.  WBC is responsible for inspecting the 
area. 
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22/PC/108  Appeals 
 

 108.1 Planning Inspectorate Appeals 
 
It was NOTED that there were 6 planning inspectorate appeals in progress 
in the parish. 
 

 108.2  Attendance at Planning Inquiry in respect of Planning Application 
2001002 – Proposed 49 dwellings on land west of Kingfisher Drive 
 
A change to the original plan had been submitted, following an appeal, 
with a 100% affordable housing proposed. It was NOTED that the Parish 
Council already had a high percentage of low cost housing. It was felt that 
this case was been used to test the constraints of the DEPZ. 
 
Cllr Lias was intending to attend the opening day but it was agreed that 
SPC should apply for Rights of Representation at this appeal. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to apply for rights of representation 
 

 108.3 Email from Mark Croucher, Wokingham Borough Council regarding the 
above 
 
The Clerk confirmed that no contact from the agent had been received. 
 

22/PC/109  Enforcement Update 
 

 109.1 Closed Enforcement Notices 
 
Members NOTED the closed enforcement notices for the month. 
 

 109.2 Live Enforcement Notices  
 
Members NOTED the live enforcement notices for the month.  
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22/PC/110  Highways, Street Lighting and Footpath Matters  
 

 110.1 Footpath 20 
It was reported that this footpath backs onto parkland and concern was 
expressed that the road was the same level as the footpath. Cllr Emment 
reported seeing visible tyre tracks on the footpath that were a potential 
health and safety issue.   
 
ACTION – Clerk to write to the developers (Taylor Wimpey) to raise a 
Health and Safety concern 
 

 110.2 Street Lighting 
It was proposed that the street lighting be turned off from 00:00 to 05:00 
to reduce the electricity costs to the Parish Council as this item had far 
exceeded the planned budget.  It was noted that there specific steps to be 
taken before any changes were made. 
 
ACTION  –  Clerk to investigate potential savings to ascertain if this was a 
financially viable option 
 
ACTION – Clerk to check what would be required to make these changes 
 

22/PC/111  Road Traffic  
 

 111.1 Traffic Working Party 
 
It was reported that the second meeting had taken place with more 
meetings planned.  Motion had been invited to the next meeting and it 
was intended that future meetings would extend invitations to the police 
and then Wokingham Borough Council. It was suggested that the meeting 
with the police could also include discussions on anti-social behaviour. 
 
Engagement with the public was important and Motion could be asked to 
help with a public meeting and it was suggested that interaction was 
required with Swallowfield and Riseley, particularly in relation to 
controlling the traffic from Riseley to Spencers Wood. 
 
It was NOTED that the working party were making good progress. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to establish if there was any opportunity to co-ordinate 
with Swallowfield Parish Council  
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22/PC/112  Correspondence  
 

 112.1 Clarke Telecom Regarding proposed mast for Three Mile Cross 
 
CT have made a prior approval submission for this (PA 223189). This is as 
per the initial consultation document and does not reflect our request to 
see this pole moved further west.   
 
Members stated that it had previously been agreed that all new masts 
should be multiagency to reduce the number that would need to be 
erected in the future.  It was suggested that the mast be sited at the 
Mereoak Park and Ride site that was within the Borough boundary. 
 
Members NOTED the response from Clarke Telecom. 
  
ACTION – Clerk to write to Clarke Telecom proposing the relocation of the 
mast 
 
ACTION – Clerk to find out if Clarke Telecom had any statutory rights 

 
 112.2 To consider if any further action is required regarding Houses of Multiple 

Occupation 
 
The following information had been received from Cllr Rance: 

- WBC does not have a planning policy relating to HMO’s.  
- Planning permission is not required to change a house to an HMO 

for up to 5 people. 
- A licence IS required when an HMO is occupied by 5 or more 

persons. 
- Apparently HMO’s are increasingly popular. 
- Residents do get unhappy about the presence of HMO’s for various 

reasons. Often these premises are mismanaged. 
- Smaller HMO’s however should comply with national management 

regulations (and often do not) 
- Larger HMO’s 5 or more occupiers require a licence which imposes 

conditions on the landlord and should be inspected – often this 
becomes lax 

- If residents believe an HMO is not licensed they should report to 
environmental.health@wokingham.gov.uk 

 
It was NOTED that further action was required 
 
 

 

mailto:environmental.health@wokingham.gov.uk
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22/PC/113  Project Schedule   
 

 113.1 Cllr Lias provided an update on various matters arising from the meeting 
he had recently held with Taylor Wimpey. This included : 
 Deer Leap Park problems with drainage and sunken manholes. 

Tidying to be carried out by Southern Counties and Taylor 
Wimpey. 

 Footpath 20. Discussion was taking place between WBC and Taylor 
Wimpey regarding the proposal to continue this footpath up to 
the A33. 

 Coronation Garden at Three Mile Cross. The land had been 
churned up by Taylor Wimpey and needed to be returned to the 
original state.  Cllr Lias reminded members that the garden had 
been created for the coronation of HM Queen Elizabeth II 
(including the provision of a bench). He suggested that 
consideration could be given to providing a second bench in the 
area to mark the coronation of HM King Charles III.  To protect the 
area it could be surrounded by a fence with a gate. 

 
The meeting ended at 21:00 
 
The next meeting is Thursday 1st December 2022 
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List of Actions  
 

   
22/PC/106.5 Clerk to chase the University of Reading regarding the 

condition of  Footpath 17 in relation to the narrowing of 
the entrance at the bottom part of the field and the 
barbwire fences on either side 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/75.3 Clerk to send letter as discussed at previous meeting 
regarding availability of land for potential retail 
development 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/101.5 Clerk to write to the resident in Hayes Drive 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/102.1 Clerk to contact John Russell regarding the travel plan 
for Crosfields School 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/108.2 Clerk to apply for rights of representation in respect of 
Planning Application 2001022 – Proposal of 49 
dwellings on land west of Kingsfisher Drive 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/110.1 Clerk to write to the developers (Taylor Wimpey) to 
raise a Health and Safety issue in respect of Footpath 20 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/110.2 Clerk to investigate potential savings, for reducing the 
number of hours the street lights were switched on, to 
ascertain if this was a financially viable option 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/11.2 Clerk to check what would be required to make changes 
to the timing of the street lights 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/111.1 Clerk to establish if there was any opportunity to co-
ordinate with Swallowfield Parish Council in relation to 
controlling the traffic from Riseley to Spencers Wood 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/112.1 Clerk to write to Clarke Telecom (CT) proposing the 
relocation of the mast at the Mereoak Park and Ride 
site 
 

Clerk 

22/PC/112.1 Clerk to find out if CT had any statutory rights 
 

Clerk 

   
 


