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Minutes of a meeting of
Full Council
Held on Monday 18th July 2022
At School Green Centre commencing at 19.30


Present:	N Boyer, E Brown, P Emment, A Grimes (Chair), P Jahromi, L James, I Montgomery, 
D Peer, R Tatla

BCllr J Frewin
				
Attending:	B Winton (Clerk)
		
	22/60
	
	Public Questions


	
	60.1
	There were no public questions.

	
	
	

	22/61
	
	Apologies and declarations of Members’ Interest


	
	61.1
	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Clarke, Jones & Lias. Apologies had also been received from Borough Cllr Rance.


	
	61.2
	There were no declarations of members’ interests.


	
	61.3
	There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interest.


	
	61.4
	The Clerk advised that Cllr Narayanan has failed to attend any meeting of the council since the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting on 27th January. She has been personally reminded of her need to attend meetings when she met the Clerk in April but has failed to respond to any correspondence or acknowledge any summons to meetings since. The papers for this meeting were hand delivered to her home on Wednesday 13th July along with a letter explaining the significance of failing to attend tonight. Therefore, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s85, Cllr Narayanan would be disqualified as a councillor for Shinfield Parish Council.





	22/62
	
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting


	
	62.1
	The minutes of the committee meeting of 20th June 2022 were approved as a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman.

	
	
	


Proposed:	Cllr Montgomery
			Seconded:	Cllr Brown
			Approved:	Unanimously
			
	
	62.2
	The following matters arising were covered:


	
	
	47.1 Cllr Grimes to investigate putting forward a claim for incurred costs due to no sound proofing installed when the School Green Centre was built.

Cllr Grimes advised that AOC were not charging for any additional design work on the installation of sound proofing for the Tower Room. The costs of the actual work would have been incurred in any case. Therefore, there was no cost to recover. 


	
	
	47.1.1 Cllr Grimes was asked to write to both Lidl and Aldi regarding what, if any, plans they had for a shop in Shinfield.

Cllr Grimes had written to Lidl following the previous Full Council meeting. He had not received a response and had chased. Depending on the nature of that response he may need to write similarly to Aldi.

ACTION – Cllr Grimes to advise on response from Lidl when received


	
	
	47.1.2 Robyn’s Nest 

The Clerk advised that there was no provision in the licence with Robyn’s Nest to stipulate which items were offered for sale or the prices at which items were offered. Robyn’s Nest did offer options such as a breakfast roll but there was no demand from customers for a full cooked breakfast. The Clerk was asked to suggest to Robyn’s Nest to trial the offer of a full cooked breakfast to see what the take up would be.

ACTION – Clerk to suggest to Robyn’s Nest to trial the offer of a full cooked breakfast





	
	
	53.1 The Clerk to write to BCllr Batth regarding the pelican crossing at Crossfield School.

Clerk has written to BCllr Batth but was late in doing so. As a result, no answer has yet been received.

ACTION – Clerk to follow up with BCllr Batth


	
	
	53.1 Clerk to investigate taking on WBC playgrounds.

This was in response to a comment from BCllr Rance in her update regarding the state of Croft Gardens Play Park. The Clerk has advised that no action has been taken on this yet. He will work with the new Facilities Manager on this. The Clerk suggest that it may be prudent to wait until WBC had completed their planned refurbishment of their playgrounds in the parish.

ACTION – Clerk to keep under review


	
	
	53.4 Land Swap

This item is on the agenda


	
	
	53.5 Clerk to write to Motion regarding the proposed traffic measures for Three Mile Cross

The Clerk had been chasing John Russell at Motion on this issue with no response. Most recently Mr Russell had been on holiday and had been scheduled to return to his office on Monday 18th July.

ACTION – Clerk to get response from Motion


	

	
	54.4 Clerk to correct Section 1 of the AGAR return and Chairman to sign the amended copy.

This has been carried out and the AGAR returned submitted by the due deadline.

54.5 Clerk to correct Section 2 of the AGAR return and Chairman to sign the amended copy.

This has been carried out and the AGAR returned submitted by the due deadline.





	
	
	56.1 Clerk to establish the whereabouts of the sound system and archives

The Clerk advised that the sound system in the old Parish Hall had been removed to Spencers’ Wood Pavilion for safe keeping while the work on the School Green Centre had been carried out. It would be possible to install the sound system at the pavilion if required.

The Clerk advised that there were some old photographs in the store cupboard in the Grazeley Room but was still unclear as to the extent of the archives and their whereabouts.

ACTION – Clerk to confirm whereabouts of SPC archives


	
	
	56.2 Facilities Manager to maintain an up-to-date asbestos register

The Clerk had met the Facilities Manager for an introductory session on Tuesday 12th July and discussed a range of items with him including the need for an asbestos register

Cllr Grimes stated that no intrusive works should be carried out anywhere within the SPC estate unless the absence of asbestos had been confirmed or where an appropriate contractor was engaged for its removal if present.

ACTION – Clerk and Facilities Manager to ensure that asbestos is recorded and dealt with appropriately


	22/63
	
	Reports


	
	63.1
	Reports from Borough Councillors

Members NOTED the contents of the report from BCllr Rance.

BCllr Frewin provided a verbal update. Most issues he was dealing with were related to planning and enforcement including work traffic at Cutbush Lane, one contractor continuously working outside of approved hours (fine has been threatened if this continues) and another contractor failing to take appropriate measures to avoid causing nuisance to neighbours (e.g. damping down ground to prevent dust). WBC had been conducting an exercise on how to improve the clarity of communication with residents and now had a user forum helping to identify how they can use clearer language. BCllr Frewin was still investigating options for the provision of a free first aid course to charities in the parish.

Cllr Grimes advised that he had written to all Shinfield Parish Borough Councillors inviting them to attend SPC Full Council and he will reissue that invitation.

ACTION – Cllr Grimes to reinvite BCllrs to attend Full Council


	
	63.2
	Questions to Wokingham Borough Council via Borough Councillors 

There were no questions from Councillors for Wokingham Borough Council via Borough Councillors.


	
	63.3
	Minutes of Recreation & Amenities Committee 30th June 2022

Cllr Clarke had specifically asked the Clerk to draw members attention to the discussion at R&A regarding Ryeish Pavilion which will be continued in September. Cllr Brown advised that the MUGA application for Spencers’ Wood was ongoing, and he had submitted additional information on the reasons why SPC was responding to what residents had said they wanted and the consultation that had taken place leading up to the plans for the MUGA. 

Members NOTED the minutes of the R&A Committee meeting on 30th June 2022.


	
	63.4
	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee 7th July 2022 

There was a discussion on the SSE site in Church Lane which had temporary planning permission and now appeared to be being cleared away.

Members NOTED the minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meeting on 7th July 2022.


	
	63.5
	Working Parties

Cllr Brown advised that we were awaiting provisional costings from the surveyor for the initial plan for Millworth Lane.

Cllr Montgomery referred to his report on the AWE Local Liaison Committee meeting on 5th July 2022. A key element was that the DEPZ planning is on a three-year cycle and so coming due for review. Consideration was also being given to a planning proposal for a new primary school near the Dobbie’s Garden Centre in Spencers’ Wood.

Members NOTED the content of both reports




	
	63.6
	Chairman’s Report

Cllr Grimes advised that a meeting on the future of the Number 7 bus service was scheduled for later this week. Further discussion had been held with the owner of the Swan Public House regarding SPC taking on the garden, but the owner was looking to sell at a figure far more than SPC’s valuation of the land. 

Cllr Grimes gave an update on some changes in WBC officers with Chris Easton taking on all of Highways & Transport while Andy Glencross would be moving to Green & Blue infrastructure (blue is water elements such as canals and wetlands etc, while green is trees, parks etc.).

There had been a meeting on traffic in Hyde End Lane with residents and WBC officers present but there was no clear resolution to the concerns of residents and the only practical action was the intended School Zone. Cllr James proposed that SPC should press on with an overall traffic plan that fully reflected SPC’s aspirations for the parish on the subject and engage the support of parish Borough Councillors to effectively communicate this to WBC officers. BCllr Frewin suggested that a starting point would be to talk to Paul Fishwick who is on the transport executive for WBC. Cllr Grimes was in the same meeting with him later in the week and would discuss the subject with him. 

ACTION – Cllr Grimes to speak to Paul Fishwick at WBC

Cllr Bowyer asked if there was any development on the footpath to the Shinfield Infants School from Shinfield Meadows. Cllr grimes advised that the issue was identifying sufficient space for a path of the required dimensions. The Clerk has previously had a discussion with the Head Teacher at the school and they may be open to repositioning their security gates to help accommodate a solution.

ACTION – Clerk to arrange a meeting with the school


	

	63.7
	Reports from Outside Bodies 

There were no reports from outside bodies.





	22/64
	
	Proposals for a New Meeting Schedule


	
	64.1
	The Clerk proposed that a new meeting schedule to take effect from 1st September 2022. The proposal would see all council meetings move to a Thursday evening as per the pattern set out. It was intended to move meetings to the Grazeley Room in the School Green Centre to make council meetings more visible and easier to attend. While there was full agreement to the proposed switch, it was pointed out that the 4th Thursday of the month was typically when WBC Full Council meetings were held. Cllr Bowyer proposed that the intended meeting schedule was adopted but with SPC Full Council being the 3rd Thursday of the month and Finance & General Purpose/Staffing alternating on the 4th Thursday of the month

	
	
	


Proposed:	Cllr Jahromi
			Seconded:	Cllr Emment
			Approved:	Unanimously

	
	64.2
	The Clerk advised all members to delete any existing meetings in their diaries scheduled for after 1st September 2022 and he would send a series of electronic invites with the new meeting dates.

ACTION – Clerk to issue new electronic diary invites


	22/65
	
	Proposal for Village Green Working Party


	
	65.1
	The Clerk set out the background to the discussions on bollards for the Village Green and other issues. He proposed that a working party was formed to take a holistic approach to the Village Green. It was felt that the car park should also be included in the scope of the working party and also how overflow car parking at Millworth Lane for the School Green Centre was considered. Cllrs Jahromi, James and Tatla offered to be part of the working party and it was suggested that Cllr Tatla chair the meetings supported by the Clerk. 



Proposed:	Cllr Montgomery
			Seconded:	Cllr Jahromi
			Approved:	Unanimously

ACTION – Clerk to invite other interested parties and to convene an initial meeting


	22/66
	
	Land Swaps


	
	66.1
	Cllr Grimes and the Clerk provided an update from Craig Goppeth who was dealing with the land swap for WBC. Mr Goppeth had obtained the necessary permissions required within WBC for the land swaps however the proposed areas included Ryeish Pavilion and not just the playing fields as had been previously discussed. As it stood this would increase the imbalance between SPC and WBC. Cllr James suggested that other land could then be included in the arrangement.

It was proving difficult to obtain a current list of WBC assets in the parish as this might assist in the identification of viable items for consideration as part of the land swap.

ACTION – Cllr Grimes and the Clerk to continue to work with WBC to get a satisfactory arrangement that was in balance for both parties


	22/67
	
	School Green Centre


	
	67.1
	Cllr Grimes provided an update following a recent visit from AOC and contractors. The doors into the main meeting rooms were being worked on and the builders had until early November to resolve the outstanding issues.


	
	67.2
	It was proposed to provide bollards in the car park at the School Green Centre to protect pedestrians and prevent vehicles crashing into the building (either on purpose or by accident). The cost of the bollards would be £5,669 + VAT

Proposed:	Cllr Bowyer
Seconded:          Cllr Emment
Approved:          Unanimously

ACTION – Clerk to arrange with AOC for the work to be carried out


	22/68
	
	Invoices for Payment


	
	68.1
	Payment of the Lloyds Bank invoices was APPROVED.



Proposed:	Cllr Montgomery
			Seconded:	Cllr Bowyer
			Approved:	Unanimously



	
	68.2
	Payment of the Barclaycard invoices was APPROVED.



Proposed:	Cllr Peer
			Seconded:	Cllr Jahromi
			Approved:	Unanimously

	
22/69
	
	Correspondence


	
	69.1
	BCllr Frewin explained that developers tend to carry out a survey within one month of residents moving in which suggested strongly positive views. However, this did not tally with the comments BCllr Frewin was receiving in his in-box from residents who had been in their homes longer than a few months. BCllr Frewin wished to undertake a survey of how content new residents were with their properties to see if there was objective data to support such a view. He asked if SPC could assist in the carrying out of the survey. The wording of the survey would have to be careful to avoid being seen to lead respondents or to suggest that SPC were able to assist any resident who required assistance with housing issues. It was agreed that the Clerk and BCllr Frewin would develop a first draft questionnaire for consideration at the next Full Council meeting, with a view to promoting it via the newsletter and SPC website.

ACTION – Clerk and BCllr Frewin to develop a draft questionnaire for the next Full Council Meeting.


	
	69.2
	Matthew Gould, Lead Specialist, Highways and Transport had provided background on the reason the bus gate proposed for Beke Avenue had been deleted from the plans approved by Wokingham Borough Council on 13th October 2021. Members felt that it was clear that the email was focused purely on vehicle traffic in the area and had lost the fact that the development as originally intended was to have a village where walking and cycling were promoted ahead of other forms of transport. It was suggested that the Village Green Working Party may wish to include this as part of their remit. In the meantime, the matter was referred to Planning & Highways so that they could agree a response to Mr Gould.

ACTION - Clerk to include on the agenda for next Planning & Highways meeting


	22/70
	
	Dates of Future Meetings


	
	70.1
	The next Full Council Meeting is on Monday the 22nd of August 2022 at 7.30 p.m. (and not 15th August as had been originally scheduled)




The meeting ended at 21.10

List of Actions

	47.1.1
	Cllr Grimes to advise on response from Lidl when received

	Cllr Grimes

	47.1.2
	Clerk to suggest to Robyn’s Nest to conduct a trial offer of full English breakfast to gauge take-up

	Clerk

	53.1
	Clerk to follow up provision of pelican crossing at Crosfields School with BCllr Batth

	Clerk

	53.1
	Clerk to investigate taking on WBC Playgrounds 

	Clerk

	53.5
	Clerk to get response from Motion regarding proposed traffic measures for Three Mile Cross

	Clerk

	56.1
	Clerk to confirm the whereabouts of SPC archives

	Clerk

	56.2
	Clerk and Facilities Manager to ensure that asbestos is handled and managed correctly 

	Clerk
Facilities Mgr 

	63.1
	Cllr Grimes to reinvite Borough Councillors to attend Full Council

	Cllr Grimes

	63.6
	Cllr Grimes to speak to Paul Fishwick at WBC

	Cllr Grimes

	63.6
	Clerk to arrange a meeting with Shinfield Infants School regarding footpath provision

	Clerk

	64.2
	Clerk to issue new electronic diary invites

	Clerk

	65.1
	Clerk to initiate first meeting of Village Green Working Party

	Clerk

	66.1
	Cllr Grimes and Clerk to continue to work with WBC on land swaps


	Cllr Grimes
Clerk

	67.2
	Clerk to arrange with AOC for the installation of bollards at School Green Centre

	Clerk

	69.1
	Clerk and BCllr Frewin to develop draft questionnaire for next Full Council meeting

	Clerk

	69.2
	Clerk to include discussion of email from Matthew Gould on next Planning & Highways Agenda
	Clerk
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