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DRAFT 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on Monday 18 June 2018 in The 
John Heggadon meeting room, Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs. 

 
Present: Cllrs N Boyer, I Clarke, P Emment, G Hewett, P Hughes and I Montgomery   
Attending: Mrs. S Roberts (Clerk); K Hughes (Deputy Clerk) 
 
18/RA/01 Election of Chairman 
 Cllr Clarke was proposed, seconded and duly elected as Chairman of the committee.  
 
18/RA/02 Election of Vice-Chairman 
 Cllr Boyer was proposed, seconded and duly elected as Vice-Chairman of the committee.  
 
18/RA/03 Public Questions 
 There were none 

 
18/RA/04 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 

04.1 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr James.    
04.2 There were no declarations of members’ interest.   

  
18/RA/05 Terms of Reference  
 Members reviewed the draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for the committee. Cllr Hughes noted 

that some items currently on the TOR for this committee may eventually pass to the new 
Community Services Committee. Members noted the TOR could be updated, if required.  

 
 Following discussion, members RESOLVED to APPROVE the draft Terms of Reference.  
 
18/RA/06 Minutes  
 06.1 Minutes of 02 May 2018 meeting 

The minutes of the committee meeting of 02 May 2018 were approved as a correct 
record of the meeting and these were signed by Cllr Clarke.  
 

 06.2 Matters arising  
  06.2.1  Open Air Cinema 

The Clerk noted that she has not received any further communication 
regarding the Open Air Cinema proposal for Spencers Wood Recreation 
Ground.  
The Clerk reported that an email was received from a local resident regarding 
the proposed charging for this event.  

  06.2.2  Meeting with Shinfield Cricket Club  
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The Deputy Clerk reported that a date for a meeting was postponed by the 
representative from the cricket club due to a family illness, and a new date has 
not yet been set.  

  06.2.3  Bulb planting and wild flower seed beds 
Cllr Clarke reported on a meeting and site visit with the Deputy Clerk, Mrs 
Patricia Green and Mr Grahame Hawker, Ranger from Earley Town Council.  
He noted that three sites within the parish have been identified for initial beds, 
on Hollow Lane, Shinfield, on Brookers Hill, Shinfield and at the junction of 
Church Lane and Basingstoke Road, Three Mile Cross.  
Following discussion, the Deputy Clerk was asked to liaise with Earley Town 
Council to see if Shinfield Parish Council could contract Earley Town Council to 
carry out the seed bed preparation work for us.  

  06.2.4  Use of the parish hall for after school care  
The Clerk reported that she had followed up with the after-school care club at 
Shinfield Infant and Nursery School, who noted that they were not in a position 
to run a further after-school club.  
She reported that the council had received an approach from a local child 
minder, who would like to use the hall for after-school care, starting in 
September in school term time. The Clerk reported that a meeting has been 
scheduled for later this week, to obtain further information on the proposals, 
and further information will be circulated to the committee members 
following the meeting.  

  06.2.5  Litter on Church Lane 
The Deputy Clerk reported that she had followed up with Wokingham Borough 
Council regarding the litter picking on Church Lane.  
 
The Deputy Clerk reported that the new litter bins will be going out from 
Wednesday this week. Cllr Emment enquired whether the parish council 
should replace the smaller WBC managed pole mounted bins.  

  06.2.6  Future of the committee 
    The Clerk reported that no comments were received from members.  
  06.2.7  Parish Hall project 

The Clerk reported that there is still one issue outstanding with the length of 
the first set of oak doors in the corridor, which she is following up with 
Oakleaf. She noted that the final retention payment has not yet been made.  

  06.2.8  Deardon Way 
Cllr Hughes reported on feedback from the council’s solicitors regarding the 
Heads of Terms for the lease swap for Deardon Field.  

   
He reported that many of the fence posts at the eastern edge of the field are 
rotten, and will need to be replaced.  
 
Cllr Hughes gave an update on Deardon Field and the neighbouring site for 
future allotments, following a recent meeting with Nigel Frankland from the 
University of Reading. He reported that the university will grant a lease to the 
parish council for land beyond the existing Deardon Field area, including the 
area north of footpath 16 proposed for allotments, and the land down towards 
footpath 17.  
 
He reported on a planning application variation for the planning consent for 
the allotments south of footpath 16, behind Holder Close, Shinfield. He noted 
that the variation involves a change in access, and the re-siting of the gate, 
which will enclose all the grasscrete parking within the fenced allotment area.  
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He reported that the University is currently looking at options for 
improvements to the top section of footpath 11, which runs from School Green 
to Church Lane.  
 
 

18/RA/07 2018/19 priorities and potential CIL projects 
 7.1 Bulb planting and wild flower seed beds 
  Cllr Clarke noted that the bulb planting and seed beds project has already been 

discussed, and will by progressed over the coming months.  
 7.2 Spencers Wood Pavilion  
  Cllr Hughes reported that the Development Board will review the initial findings of the 

Locality report, into community facilities in Spencers Wood, which will encapsulate 
future plans for the pavilion.  

  
  He reported that costings have been requested for two possible projects for Spencers 

Wood Village Hall.  
 
  The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Montgomery had attended the Spencers Wood 

Pavilion Youth Club AGM, and reported that there is an appetite to run a youth club on 
another evening of the week, for year 10s. Cllr Montgomery noted that the current club 
caters for 11-14 years (to the end of School Year 9) and that a group of youths who 
currently attend will no longer be in the current age range in September.  

 
  Following discussion, a working group, consisting of Cllrs Boyer, Clarke, Hewett, Hughes 

and Lias will look at options for Spencers Wood Pavilion and Village Hall in more detail, 
and will report back to the 24 September meeting of this committee.  

  7.3 Shinfield Parish Hall Garden 
  Cllr Clarke reported on a proposal to renovate the rear garden at the parish hall, and 

make it more usable for hirers.  
  Following discussion, Cllr Hughes agreed to arrange an initial garden design, and 

circulate to members via email.  
 7.4 Parish Gateway Signage 
  Members discussed a proposal for parish gateway signage. Cllr Hewett noted that some 

work had been done on this around ten years’ ago, and he had further updated this with 
some examples of recent signage located around the borough.  

  Following discussion, the Clerk was asked to liaise with B/Cllr Pollock to establish the 
costs for three signs, stating ‘Welcome to Shinfield / Spencers Wood / Three Mile Cross’, 
‘part of Shinfield Parish’  

  Cllr Hewett agreed to circulate the updated work on the project to committee members.  
  
  Members noted that for CIL funding, the committee would put forward the newly 

purchased litter bins, work to the rear garden at the parish hall and the parish gateway 
signs.  

    
 
18/RA/08 Property and allotment reports 
 8.1 Shinfield Parish Hall 
  The Clerk reported on a quote for external emergency lighting, some additional external 

lobby lighting and replacement sensor lights for the front of the parish hall. Members 
RESOLVED to APPROVE the quote.   

 
  Members reviewed a report on hall bookings and enquiries, and noted that there are 

fewer party bookings for July and August due to the upcoming school holidays.  
 
  The Deputy Clerk reported on the damage to the hall sound system, and noted that the 

ceiling speakers will need to be replaced.  The Clerk reported that new speakers have 
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been ordered and are due for installation week commencing 9 July, but that at present, 
the sound system is out of action.   

 
 8.2 Allotments  
  Cllr Clarke reported on the allotment occupation rates, and reported that the new 

allotments on land rear of Holder Close and south of footpath 16, and due to be 
constructed in the autumn.  

  
  Cllr Clarke reported on a complaint received from a local resident regarding allotment 

bonfires. Following discussion, it was proposed and members RESOLVED to approve a 
ban on allotment site bonfires from 1st October 2018, with notification to allotment 
holders to be sent out with the allotment invoices for 2018/19.  

 
 8.3 Millworth Lane 
  Cllr Boyer updated members on the position regarding the Millworth Lane 

refurbishment project.  
 
  The Clerk identified four reputable suppliers of playground equipment, in consultation 

with Wokingham Borough Council and following discussion, it was proposed, and 
members RESOLVED to issue a request for proposal for the playground project, with two 
defined areas for proposal, with a deadline of noon on 6 July 2018.  

 
  Members noted a meeting scheduled for 12 July where the proposals will be opened, 

reviewed and scored against an agreed criteria.  
 
18/RA/09 Correspondence 
 There was none.  
 
18/RA/10 Date of next meeting 
 The date of the next committee meeting was confirmed as Monday 24 September 2018 at 

19.30 hrs 
   
 

The meeting ended at 21.15 pm. 
 
List of actions 
 

Ref Action Action by 

06.2.2 Agree new date for meeting with Shinfield Cricket Club Deputy Clerk 

06.2.3 Liaise with Earley Town Council regarding the wild flower seed beds Deputy Clerk 

06.2.4 Circulate information about potential use of the parish hall for after 
school care to committee members 

Clerk 

7.3 Circulate possible parish hall garden design to members Cllr Hughes 

7.4 Circulate work to date on parish gateway signage to members Cllr Hewett 

8.2 Subject to ratification by full council, update allotment agreements to  
include a ban on allotment bonfires from 1st October 2018 

Clerk / Allotment 
Officer 

 


