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News - Winter 2018

Christmas Greetings
On behalf of your councillors and the staff of the Parish Council, may we wish you a very
Happy Christmas. We look forward to making Shinfield Parish an even better place to live in
the coming years.  We have exciting plans for 2019, this will see the start of construction of
the new community centre on the British Legion site in Shinfield. A purpose-built facility
providing more space and opportunities for additional activities for everyone, including a new
meeting place café.  Over the next year or so, our facilities team will be working hard to tidy
up all those scruffy parts of the parish that have simply been left by the borough council and
others for years. We will be developing plans to make improvements to all community
facilities throughout the parish.

Luke Bridcutt - our new
facilities person and the start of
our plans to improve facilities

throughout the parish. We have
equipped Luke with a council
van and equipment so that he

can start to tidy up some of
those annoying things that we
would all like to see improved.

See inside for news of
more development

Sue Roberts, Our Clerk

After 4 and a half years as our clerk, Sue has decided to pursue opportunities outside the parish
council, and will be leaving us just before Christmas.  Sue has been instrumental in helping us to
develop our strategic vision for the future as the parish continues to grow.  She has worked
tirelessly to support the council in taking forward a number of initiatives across the parish,
including a total review of all our extensive statutory requirements, helping to negotiate
development of our new Shinfield Parish Community Centre, and major improvements for the
parish hall and of the Millworth Lane playground.  On behalf of the council,
we would like to thank Sue for all her endeavours for the community and
wish her every success in the future.

Staff Changes at the Parish Council
Times move on and things are changing at the Parish Council

Lynda Hope - joined us as an admin
assistant and she will work late

morning through to mid-afternoon,
one of her prime responsibilities will
be to look after our web. sites and

news distribution.

Jo Skidmore - joined as meetings
secretary and will help prepare agendas

for all our council and committee
meetings and produce minutes of the
meetings. Jo will primarily work in the
evenings as most council meetings are

held then.

Jane Mason - joined as financial
manager to the council, she is
well known locally and brings

additional skills to us.

                     Christmas Carols on School Green Saturday 15th December
    Once again, we will be holding our Carols on the Green Service around the Christmas tree, this is

a traditional event for children with live music and a manger organised in conjunction with
Shinfield Baptist Church, starting at 4pm. Afterwards,  Shinfield View Care home, opposite the

green, invites those attending to visit them for mulled wine and mince pies
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New Wokingham Borough Council Local Plan Update from
2026 - more homes for the future in our Parish..

We urge you to get involved by attending the local authorities public consultation, and completing the
detailed questionnaire available on Wokingham Borough Councils's website, to help plan future proposed
development in our Parish.  The new Local Plan will build upon the existing development strategy for our
Strategic Development Location (SDL) South of M4.

Driven by Central Government assumed housing requirements, there is little choice given to the Local
Authority in regard to housing numbers, but we can try and influence how many and where they are built in
our Parish and elsewhere in the Wokingham Borough. Over recent years development in Shinfield has taken
the largest percentage of new homes in the borough. The consultation will also address infrastructure and
location of employment land needed to accompany this growth.   The consultation asks you where you
think development should go and whether there are locations suitable for higher densities and taller
buildings. There are also questions about land for new employment centres. You will be able to see all of
the land being put forward locally in our parish for development as part of this process and provide
comments on its suitability.

We hope to be informed of the conclusions surrounding this process by the autumn of 2022 - this lengthy
delay is of concern to Shinfield Parish Council, as the 'bringing forward of land' by land owners and or
developers is an open ended and on-going process during this period.  Recently we have experienced
developers winning planning appeals to build even more houses when many of those already approved
have yet to be built. The possibility of a huge new garden village Grazeley with some 15000 homes has not
gone away.   Help us and yourselves by responding to this consultation.  The vast proportion of 3500 new
homes within our Parish to be built under the 2016 - 2026  plan remain as yet un-built, our existing
infrastructure is already visibly at breaking point, and many supporting services and schools are over-
subscribed.

We believe 'enough is enough' as far as our Parish is concerned, and that a time for pause, thought and
reflection must be given, in order for other communities within WBC, who so far have escaped mass over-
development, be considered as suitable locations for future development.  In addition to which we have yet
to experience the impact of all these new homes once built are occupied.  If its bad now it can only get
worse, fewer than 900 out of 3500 approved homes have been completed. Our local opposition to future
development is being coordinated by SOS Save our Villages, who will be holding a number of public
meetings, publishing information and distributing this to local residents. A new web site is under
preparation at the moment SOS Save our Villages or contact James Reid at JPRBN1@yahoo.co.uk if you
would like more information and are able to get involved.

Remember:  It is no good simply saying YES/NO to the proposals.
Please support the consultation by getting involved. Your feedback is essential.

The borough consultation runs until 4.00pm on Friday 15th February 2019
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      Millworth Lane Recreation Ground
The sun finally shone on a damp and windy November afternoon to
light up happy, smiling faces as the new children’s playground at
Millworth Lane was officially opened.  After months of planning,
followed by 4 weeks of hard work by selected contractors Proludic,
on Thursday 29th November Cllr Ian Clarke, Chair of our Recreation
and Amenities Committee, cut the ribbon to mark the opening of
this popular play area.  The parish council has invested almost
£100k in upgrading the playground, including brand new surfacing
and seating, and a whole new range of exciting multi-play
equipment for children of all ages. Further improvements to
Millworth Lane recreation ground are planned for 2019 taking the
whole area to a new level after years of
hand to mouth maintenance.

Planners continue to ‘Dump’ even more development on us
Minerals & Waste Extraction and Cement Plant in Shinfield & Aborfield

Wokingham Borough is also a Minerals and Waste Planning Authority.  The site being proposed and
currently consulted on is referred to as Arborfield.  The reality is the majority of this site is in the Parish of
Shinfield.  We will be very heavily affected by not only pollution and other environmental factors such as
loss of wildlife and landscape, but also by over two hundred eight-wheel lorries every day, entering and
exiting the proposed access on Arborfield Road.  Our local roads, mostly totally unsuitable for heavy
vehicles, are visibly showing the strains of too much traffic already.

Shinfield Parish Council has rejected the Draft Joint Central and East Berkshire Minerals and Waste Plan,
published for consultation earlier this year.  Additionally, the public consultations held for the benefit of
our residents, were held in obscure, difficult to find venues well away from the parish, or very poorly
attended due to poor local publicity and advertising by WBC held in the midst of the major summer
holiday season!   The Parish Council has heavily lobbied our Borough Councillors and WBC in regard to
having additional timely meetings at well publicised local venues, but to date the response has been NO!
Frankly, they have little regard for resident options.

Of concern is the fact that our Local Authority (WBC) has passed the work to review this process to
Hampshire County Council (Hampshire Services), rather than to an independent consultant, as there are
major conflicts of interest involved.

Along with this plan WBC are now beginning consultations on future development of housing within
Shinfield Parish and the wider borough from 2026, this new local plan threatens even more building,
people and cars to our already overdeveloped area. We have yet to experience the full impact of the 3500
homes currently approved, when only around twenty-five percent have been built and occupied. The
question we should be asking is.

'How much can one community take'?

Stand up and help us fight these plans, together we can beat the planners!
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Shinfield Parish Christmas
 Opening Hours

21st December close midday
27/28/29th 9.30am-12.30pm

(limited services only)

From January 2ⁿd 2019 new office
hours 9am to 2.30pm

Monday to Friday

Shinfield Parish Council
School Green

Shinfield
Reading
RG2 9EH

0118 9888220

clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Allotments
2018 ‘Best’ Allotment Winner

Once again Henry Plowden takes
the trophy for the best allotment in
the parish, Henry is an old hand
now, but won the trophy in his very
first year as a novice allotment
holder. Henry has one of the most
developed and productive
allotments and spends time there
most days tending his site. We
currently have vacancies on most of
our allotment sites and have started
to take names for the new
allotments that will be coming on
the Shinfield Meadows
development close to Deardon
field. These new allotments are
expected to be available early in
2019 but no date has been
confirmed yet when they will be
handed to the parish council.

Allotment Vacancies

● Millworth Lane, Shinfield
● Recreation Lane, Spencers Wood
● Church Lane,Three Mile Cross
● Clares Green Road, Spencers Wood

Please contact Shinfield Parish
Council for more information

Remembrance Day
This year Remembrance Sunday
fell on the eleventh day of the
eleventh month and signalled one
hundred years since the end of
the first world war. A significant
event celebrated with our usual
outdoor service on School Green
by the war memorial. Approx. 400
local residents were in attendance
for the service lead jointly by Rev
Paul Willis and Pastor Nathan
Hunt. The service started with a
march from close by St Mary’s
Church lead by both ministers and
a Scottish Piper down to the war
memorial. Wreaths were laid by
many local organisations and
relatives of those servicemen and
women who never returned.

A wreath was also laid this year
on the original site of war
memorial in St Mary’s graveyard
off Deardon Way. After the
service the congregation enjoyed
refreshments in the parish hall
with cakes provided by Shinfield
St. Mary’s Junior school and
Shinfield View Care home. The
choir from the school provided a
welcome lightening of the
occasion.

Campaign for Disabled
People

Our new community services
committee is planning to run a
specific campaign aimed at those
in our community are disabled
and find it difficult to get around
and whose needs are not being
met. Peyman Jahromi one of our
new councillors, who is himself
disabled, would like any disabled
person to get in touch if we can
be of any assistance in helping to
solve issues with Wokingham
Borough Council or any other
service provider. We would also
be keen to hear from you if you
think the parish council could
locally help by providing
additional facilities.

Please contact Cllr Jahromi
peyman.jahromi@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
or the parish office on 988 8220
and ask one of the team to pass a
message on.

Christmas Waste and Rubbish Collections

For more information please visit our website or

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/collections/find-
rubbish-and-recycling-collection-days/

(And enter your post code, as collections differ throughout the Parish)


