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Introduction 
Locality was commissioned by Shinfield Parish Council in January 2018 to conduct a 

mapping exercise of community assets in the Spencers Wood area of the parish. Locality 

is the national network of ambitious and enterprising community-led organisations, working 

together to help neighbourhoods thrive. 

The purpose of the exercise was to identify existing assets and highlight gaps in 

community infrastructure. There is an opportunity over the next few years for the parish 

council to fill those gaps using Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. 

To develop the asset map and needs analysis, Locality undertook the following tasks: 

 A desk review of data and documents to provide a baseline picture of extant 

infrastructure and provision; and 

 Interviews with 24 local stakeholders to add detail to the baseline and explore 

different perspectives on community needs and investment opportunities;  

Through the desk research and stakeholder interviews, we developed a long list of 

infrastructure gaps and needs. We then consulted the wider community in Spencers Wood 

to test our findings, prioritise the needs we had identified and further develop ideas for 

meetings those needs. 

We then undertook: 

 An online survey that was promoted primarily to local volunteers and users of local 

facilities but was also open to the public; and 

 Organisation and facilitation of a consultation day to test our findings and the 

emerging proposals for filling the identified gaps in community infrastructure. 

The final mapping analysis was completed in June 2018. 

Context and background 
Shinfield Parish Council1 covers 1813 hectares in central Berkshire and is one of seventeen 

town / parish councils in the unitary authority of Wokingham Borough Council (WBC). It 

contains approximately 4,500 households, with a population of nearly 11,000 and an 

electorate of around 8,000. 

The parish boundary extends from the predominantly urban community north of the M4 

motorway through Shinfield village south of the M4, to Spencers Wood in the south west; and 

from the banks of the River Loddon in the east, through Ryeish Green and Three Mile Cross 

to the rural communities of Grazeley, Mereoak Great Lea, Hartley Court and Pound Green in 

the west.  

                                                

 

1 NB: Shinfield parish refers to the administrative area that incorporates Shinfield village, Spencers Wood, Ryeish 
Green and Three Mile Corss. Shinfield village refers to the specific settlement in the north of the parish.  
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Future development and population growth  
The population of Shinfield parish, including Spencers Wood, is due to grow significantly over 

the next decade and beyond. 

In response to central government’s demands for more housing in the south east of England, 

WBC’s 2010 Core Strategy designated the villages of Shinfield, Spencers Wood and Three 

Mile Cross as a single “Strategic Development Location”. The Core Strategy sets out future 

growth plans to 2026.2 

These developments will increase the population of Shinfield parish from 11,000 today to 

19,000 by 2026 – a near doubling in less than a decade. 

In addition to new homes, the strategy makes provision for:  

 A district centre, with a supermarket and community centre;  

 Two new primary schools;  

 New playing fields and open spaces;  

 A new Eastern Relief Road with a bridge over the M4 to take pressure off the A327 

through Shinfield village.   

The area is already experiencing the impacts of this growth, including transport congestion, 

lack of sufficient affordable housing, and localised environmental degradation.  

These developments pose significant implications for Spencers Wood. The proposed 66-

dwelling Parklands development will effectively close the settlement gap between Spencers 

Wood and Three Mile Cross on the west side of the Basingstoke Road.   

The population of Spencers Wood is also likely to become younger, more family-oriented and 

more mixed in terms of income. 

Current assets  
Spencers Wood has a range of physical community assets. The most significant, identified by 

local stakeholders, are:  

 Village Hall 

 Pavilion and Recreation Ground  

 Youth Club at the pavilion 

 St. Michael’s & All Angels Church 

 Caf’Active at St. Michael’s Church  

 Library 

 Lambs Lane Primary School 

 Chapel Lane Pre-School 

 Farriers Arms pub  

                                                

 

2 http://www.planvu.co.uk/wbc/written/cptcs1.htm  

http://www.planvu.co.uk/wbc/written/cptcs1.htm
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In addition, local stakeholders and consultation participants were positive about the 

characteristics of Spencers Wood as a place to live, including:  

 Sense of community – Spencers Wood was felt to be a warm and friendly place, with 

committed individuals who created opportunities for the community to come together 

around different interests. 

 Annual carnival – one way in which the community came together was through the 

annual summer carnival. This was a chance for different parts of the community to 

have fun, make friends, and find out what is happening in the local community. 

 Valued meeting places like the Village Hall and Caf’Active. These were felt to be 

essential bases for people to come together, on a more regular basis than events, to 

take part in activities. They were particularly important for residents who might 

otherwise be isolated or, in the case of the café, be able to afford to eat out of the 

house 

 Local groups like the allotment society and history society. These groups acted as a 

glue for the local community, providing opportunities to get involved in local activities, 

and helping to maintain a sense of local identity. 

Overall, these assets contribute to and active, welcoming and lively community in Spencers 

Wood. 

Community infrastructure gaps and needs 
Nonetheless, through our desk research and stakeholder interviews we developed a long list 

of community infrastructure gaps and needs which might benefit from future investment 

and development.  

We describe the items on this long list below. In the next stage of our work, as detailed in the 

subsequent chapter, we consulted with the wider community to prioritise and explore how we 

might address these needs. 

Pre-school provision is unlikely to meet future demand  
The existing provision of preschool activity is unlikely to meet future demand because of two 

factors: the absolute population growth in and around Shinfield parish; and changes to 

families’ access to free pre-school provision. Many working families are now eligible for 30 

hours of free childcare, double the previous limit of 15 hours.  

Stakeholders described a situation in which the existing nurseries in and around Shinfield 

parish were already at or around full capacity. 

Out-of-school hours youth provision is currently insufficient  
There is insufficient out-of-school hour youth provision in Spencers Wood, before school starts 

and at the end of the day. The youth club run out of the pavilion is the only such out-of-school 

provision in the area (other than scouts, guides and church groups) for young people aged 

between 10 and 14. There is no provision for the young people over 14.   

No access to homework classes  
As well as the wider concern about the lack of structured youth provision, we also heard a 

concern about the absence of homework classes in Spencers Wood. While all children can 
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benefit from these types of classes, lower-income pupils would benefit in particular as they 

might otherwise lack the space, structure and support to complete to study at home. 

Access to the library is limited  
While the stakeholders we engaged spoke of the importance of retaining a library function in 

Spencers Wood, we also heard some concerns that the existing facility: is too small; has few 

parking spaces; and keeps opening hours that some resident found confusing.  

Access to IT and internet is limited  
Linked to the concern about the current library facility, stakeholders also expressed a concern 

that especially older residents and lower-incomes households in particular did not have easy 

access to IT facilities and high-speed internet access. This closed off many opportunities, 

including the ability to write CVs and apply for jobs and, more for older residents, keep in 

touch with friends and family online. 

Adult education  
Further linked to the concerns about library and IT access was a general concern that there 

was insufficient support for adults who wanted to improve their skills and continue their 

education, either for career purposes or more generally for personal development and 

wellbeing. 

There are few supported facilities for older residents 
Demographically, Shinfield parish has a higher than average proportion of older people. As in 

many other places loneliness is thought to be a problem and it seems likely that this may be a 

hidden problem in this area. According to the Neighbourhood Plan, many family dwellings in 

public ownership are occupied by elderly people who would prefer single accommodation or 

bungalow-style properties but do not wish to leave the estate. The provision of additional 

single dwellings here would release much-needed three - and four-bedroom homes.  

Poor quality walkways / pathways  
Some stakeholders highlighted the poor condition of footpaths in and out of Spencers Wood. 

They were concerned that pathways were: so narrow as to be unnavigable for people with 

prams or using wheelchairs; poorly signposted; poorly maintained. This was true in the 

summer months, when foliage grows more quickly, and in other months when they become 

wet and muddy. Overall, this discourages walking and makes residents more likely to use cars 

to get around.  

Insufficient space for community groups 
Local community groups are an important part of the Spencers Wood. We heard from some of 

those involved that the space available to these associations is a premium in the area. This 

limits the ability of groups to, for example, to host events to engage more residents and store 

its equipment in safety. 

Decreasing access to sports and recreation  
Some stakeholders were concerned that access to sports and recreation was becoming 

increasingly limited due to: the general growth of the population; and more specifically the 

fencing-off of some local green spaces to prevent dog fouling.  
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Need for exercise and keep fit activities  
Linked to the concern about access to sports and recreation, some stakeholders expressed a 

particular concern that residents need more access to a range of exercise and keep fit 

activities. This manifested itself in different ways for different residents. Young people might 

be kept at home by their parents, for example, leading to ill health and obesity. Whereas older 

people may suffer mental and physical side effects. These stakeholders often felt that more 

could be done to encourage use of the outdoor gym on the recreation ground. 

Prioritising investment in future  
Through the consultation process, we asked local residents to prioritise where they would like 

to see investment in future. The top five priorities for investment were:  

 Green spaces  

 Spaces for community groups  

 Walkways and pathways  

 Library facilities  

 Sports and recreation 

People in Spencers Wood values the existing green spaces in the village, including the 

recreation ground, and look forward to the opportunities created by the suitable alternative 

natural green spaces (SANGs) through new developments. They want the green spaces in the 

village to be well-maintained and open to the public to use at different times and for different 

purposes, from organised sports to casual strolling.  

Given the importance of local associations, local people want Spencers Wood societies to 

have access to high-quality and appropriate spaces. This includes office space, including 

space for the car service, storage for equipment, and provision for archive materials.  

Walkways and pathway are important for enabling local people to explore their village and 

enjoy the facilities and spaces on offer. People in Spencers Wood are proud of what the 

village has to offer and want everyone to be able to get around quickly and easily. High-quality 

walkways and pathways should also help deal with problems like social isolation and obesity, 

if people can more easily get out of the house. 

Library facilities are important to village life and provide important services to local people, 

such as access to the internet for older residents and job information for people looking for 

work. The current facility’s opening hours and limited parking create accessibility problems for 

some residents. There is scope in Spencers Wood for delivering an updated library offer. 

Finally, alongside quality green spaces, people in Spencers Wood also want access to 

sports and recreation for all parts of the community. Flexible, high-quality facilities should 

create opportunities for people to take part in organised sports and keep-fit and exercise 

programmes.  

Opportunities  
Considering all of the research and consultation undertaken, we identify eight opportunities for 

the use of CIL to further strengthen the community in Spencers Wood. 
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Re-developing the pavilion 
There is a huge opportunity to re-develop the pavilion as a hub for new and improved 

community facilities in Spencers Wood.  

There is agreement that the current building is approaching the end of its life, that a proportion 

of CIL could be used to develop a new pavilion; and that the new space could help address 

the gaps in community infrastructure identified above.  

Specifically, the new pavilion could house:  

 Continuation of pre-school provision at least as its current level;  

 Improved and dedicated office space for use by the car service and others;  

 A modernised library facility including an IT suite; and  

 A base for the youth service. 

A new pavilion could be built in two storeys to accommodate these services and preserve the 

amount of green space on the recreation ground. 

Future of the library service 
Residents want to maintain a library service in Spencers Wood, although there is range of 

views on the accessibility of the current library facility.  

The Parish should explore with Wokingham Borough Council how to deliver a modernised 

library service in light of new developments in Spencers Wood. 

New office space for local community groups 
Given the importance of local groups to the quality of life of sense of community in Spencers 

Wood, it is important that they have access to appropriate office space.  

The re-developed pavilion should include a dedicated space for local community groups, with 

appropriate facilities such as safe storage space, fast and reliable internet access and a 

meeting space. 

New outreach-based youth service  
There is support for more structured activities with young people in Spencers Wood. 

While the new pavilion can provide a base for provision in future, the new youth service should 

not be structured around a single space, especially one that tries to cater for different ages. 

Investment in a new youth service should be focused on: outreach to young people where 

they are; and working with local partners to link young people with existing and new facilities 

and services in and around Spencers Wood.  

Potential investment in the Village Hall  
The Village Hall is an important facility and focal point for many residents. There is an 

opportunity to further strengthen its role at the heart of the local community by improving and 

modernising the space through:  

 Installation of a new roof;  
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 Create a larger and more flexible multi-functional main hall space by removing the 

stage and installing dividers;  

 Updating basic facilities including heating and lighting; and  

 Refurbishing the rear extension of the building to create a separate entrance, allowing 

for different simultaneous uses without disturbance. 

The Village Hall is owned by the people of Spencers Wood and managed on a day-to-day 

basis by the management committee. This contrasts with the pavilion, for example, which is 

owned and managed directly by the Parish Council.  

To protect the value of its investment, it would be prudent for the Parish Council and Village 

Hall management committee to sign an agreement, specifying that, for example, improved 

facilities would continue to be used for the benefit of the whole community. 

Community enterprise  
The most effective way for the Parish Council to invest CIL money is through local community 

enterprises. This will keep investment in the area, further strengthen local voluntary and 

community infrastructure, and mean that investment is more likely to be sustainable. 

The Parish Council should explore how, for example, community enterprise can help run the 

youth and library services. 

“Activities and events are most robust and sustainable when the community sets them up, 

manages and supports them.” 

Maintaining the amount of quality green space 

Access to good quality, well-maintained open green space within Spencers Wood is a priority 

for many residents. They want places that are free and open to use, for organised activities 

and for generally using to play and relax.  

The recreation ground is a particularly important space for residents. 

The Parish should look to ensure that the same amount of green space is open to residents 

on and around the recreation ground following re-development of the pavilion. 

Sequencing of developments to minimise disruption  
Experience shows temporary disruption to a service can have negative impacts for users and 

the sustainability of the enterprise e.g. users might not return if they have found a venue or 

provider. 

The Parish Council should work closely with service providers to ensure that there is minimum 

disruption, during re-development of the pavilion in particular, support local providers to find 

alternatives locations. 

 

 


