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News - Feb/March 2019

Wokingham Borough Council are currently preparing a new local plan for housing development throughout the
borough from 2026 onwards and are now seeking residents’ participation on what and where to build the 800 or
so new houses Central Government has determined they need to build every year from 2026.

Some 32 sites have been put forward by developers in Shinfield alone, which could if approved, accommodate
another 3000 new homes and on top of that the possibility of a complete mini town at Grazeley is still very much
under consideration. As usual, apart from other proposed large sites in Barkham and Twyford, Shinfield would
appear to take the brunt of this additional development from 2026.

Between 2001 and 2011 Shinfield Parish took over 70% of WBC’s new housing without any new infrastructure
apart from the Blackboy Roundabout.  Current planning approvals amount to an additional 3400 new homes up
to 2026, of which only around 25% have been constructed and occupied. There are a number of planning
applications in early stages or yet to be submitted that could add nearly another 1000 homes before 2026.

It is very evident that Shinfield and Arborfield/Barkham have been identified as having sufficient green fields to
accommodate the vast majority of WBC’s housing plans for the future, whereas Wargrave and Remenham will
have little or no new homes because they sit on Green Belt land. In our opinion new housing needs to be spread
throughout the borough, not simply dumped on existing locations, especially since we will not see the full impact
of current developments until they are completed, which may be 2026.

In Shinfield Parish, we have all suffered through lack of new infrastructure being delivered before new homes
have been built.  The absence of major road improvements, additional schools, doctors’ surgeries and
consideration of hospital services, constant road works, power & water cuts all add to the misery.  Infrastructure
needs to be in place before any homes can be built and despite Wokingham Borough promises, they have failed
to deliver structured development in Shinfield. With current sites very much still under development, how much
worse will it get when all the new homes are built and occupied and what happens if a further 4000 might be
built.

Enough is Enough, Shinfield, Grazeley and Arborfield/Barkham simply cannot take any more homes without a
highly developed and integrated infrastructure delivered in advance of any more building and we must look to
spread development across the Borough including the Green Belt.   It is important that you have your say now go
to www.wokingham.gov.uk search for consultations and submit your comments under Local Plan Update ‘Homes
for the future’

Sign up to S.O.S Save our Villages www.sossaveourvillages.org
and get the latest news from our dedicated group

Your chance to participate in WBC’s Housing proposals from 2026

DEADLINE 22ND FEBRUARY
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Shinfield After School Club
The parish council supported the provision of an after-school club provided by
Shinfield Child Care run by Ann Riley and Yvonne Lawrence, two experienced child
minders who set up this club last September. Aimed at supporting the over subscribed
club run by Shinfield St Mary’s and Shinfield Infant and Nursery School this new
facility is run daily, term time only from 3pm to 6pm Monday to Friday in the Parish
Hall. The facility operates on a flexible basis without the necessity to commit to long
term bookings. Ann and Yvonne also provide daytime care for under school age
children.  For more information contact Anne Riley 077664 68497

Our New Clerk

Since our Clerk, Sue Roberts, resigned last year we have undertaken a wide search for
a new clerk and are pleased to announce that Mike Balbini started with the parish on
2ⁿd January.

Whilst Mike has not been employed in local government before, he has been a parish
councillor where he lives in Bourne End for some eight years and brings to SPC a new
viewpoint on the workings of our council. Mike is an experienced businessman having
been involved in marketing pharmaceuticals throughout his career, based in Reading
and having lived in Wokingham for 11 years, he knows the area well.

As Shinfield expands and as we the parish council get involved in many more
commercial activities, such as building the new Community Centre at School Green,
the council felt that our new clerk needed to have a broader business experience than
before.

*Our Parish Hall is available for rental Saturday afternoons and evenings, and Sunday all day - Contact
9888220 for more information or visit www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Shinfield Parish Council – what’s on every week in the Parish Hall

Monday
Class/Activity Times Contact Telephone Email

Pilates 9.30-10.30am Christine Porter 07551276647 Cp.pilates@live.com
Child care 3-6pm Ann Riley 07766468497 annmalden@btinternet.com
Pilates 7-9pm Angela O’Brien 07752272603 angela@pilatesteacher.co.uk

Tuesday
Pilates 9.30-10.30am Christine Porter 07551276647 Cp.pilates@live.com
Child care 3-6pm Ann Riley 07766468497 annmalden@btinternet.com
Pilates 7.15-9.15pm Stephanie Davis 07754502594 steffaroma@hotmail.com

Wednesday
Pilates 9.30-10.30am Angela O’Brien 07752272603 angela@pilatesteacher.co.uk
Pilates 11-12noon Stephanie Davis 07754502594 steffaroma@hotmail.com
Child Care 3-6pm Ann Riley 07766468497 annmalden@btinternet.com
Pound Green W.I 3rd Weds of the month Sara Staker 0118 9883476
Welcome Club 1st & 3rd Weds of the month 12.45-

2.45pm
Sandra Jordan Sandra_jordan@icloud.com

Thursday
Pilates 9.30-10.30am Angela O’Brien 07752272603 Cp.pilates@live.com
Pilates 10.45-11.45am Christine Porter 07551276647 Cp.pilates@live.com
Child care 3-6pm Ann Riley 07766468497 annmalden@btinternet.com
Council Meetings Weekly 7.30 -10pm Clerk 01189 888220 clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Friday
Pilates 9.30-10.30am Angela O’Brien 07752272603 angela@pilatesteacher.co.uk
Ballet 10.30-11.30am
Diddidance 1.30-2.30pm Andrea Bickford 07719878789 andrea.bickford@diddidance.com
Child care 3-6pm Ann Riley 07766468497 annmalden@btinternet.com

John Jarvis Judo 6.30-8.30 07443334174 Kazoku_karatedo@hotmail.com
Saturday

GKR Karate 10-12noon 07774941150 Admin@ukgkrkarate.com



         3

The New Shinfield Parish Reception and Office

As we grow with all the new houses we have to expand our parish team. We
then decided last year to make some major office improvements in the Parish
Hall to provide better working conditions for our growing staff.

The old small office has now been turned into a reception area with a
partitioned small meeting room alongside for four to five people.

Our main meeting room now becomes our general office equipped for up to
six staff members. Which means all council meetings are now transferred to
the main hall and will generally take place on Thursday evenings.

We have installed a new telephone system that allows calls to be transferred
to any member of staff, updated all our computer equipment so that on
occasions staff could work from home accessing our system. With new
furniture and storage facilities to modernise the way we operate, these
changes will be beneficial to providing improved services to our residents.

The office is open daily Monday to Friday from 9am to 2.30pm and we now
request all visitors report to reception in the first instance, if you need to see a
particular member of staff then it would be helpful if you would make an
appointment by email or phone rather than simply turning up, as this makes
better use of staff time.

Following a number of consultation events our
architects have revised the plans to take account of
those comments that were felt worthwhile and we
then submitted a pre-application plan to WBC for
comment prior to submitting a full planning
application for the new centre.

The borough’s planners made a number of
comments and requests for additional information,
such as a bat survey and transport assessment
which we have now put in hand. We were aware
that one issue that is still outstanding is the
position of car parking for the new building and we
are currently working on a number of ideas to solve
this perennial issue at School Green.

This is not helped by a lack of decision by the
development consortium for Shinfield Meadows
who to date have not finalised plans for the
village centre along with indecision by both them
and Aldi over the provision of an Aldi store on
that site. Aldi being the only food store operator
prepared to open a store here. If this decision
had been resolved our parking issue would cease
to exist as Aldi planned a short-term car park for
over 100 vehicles.

The plan below shows the current plan for our
community centre when linked to the existing
parish hall, a larger copy can be viewed in the
parish office.  This might yet change as further
consultation takes places with potential users.

New Community Centre at School Green

Reception with the new
meeting room

Light & airy offices
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Shinfield Parish Council Office
Opening Hours

 9am to 2.30pm
Monday to Friday

Shinfield Parish Council
School Green

Shinfield
Reading
RG2 9EH

0118 988 8220

clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

www.shinfieldplan.org

Ryeish Green Sports Hub

The new sports hub at Ryeish Green has settled down since
opening last August and is well used.  The external sports
pitches are very busy every evening and weekend.

The 45-station gym is fully equipped for every level and the
dedicated trainers are there to help get you to the level of
fitness you want. This is a relative low-cost option with 3 and
12 month and per visit memberships available, along with
specialised classes in spinning and other organised activities.
The main sports hall is equipped for basketball and badminton
as well as other sports . There is a clubroom available for
meetings and all kinds of other activities, and can be rented by
anyone for individual or team play.

Membership can be based solely on Ryeish or for a small extra
cost extended to all WBC sports halls and gyms.  Get down
there today and take a look at this excellent new local facility.

 Pancake Day - 5th March
Join us on School Green for the big
pancake race!

Don’t forget to let us know your team
names prior to the event, it should be ‘pan’tastic …..

Annual Parish Meeting

Thursday 18th April at 7.30pm in the
Parish Hall

Find out what the parish has been up to over
the past year and what the plans are for

2019/2020

(Refreshments at 9pm)

Campaign for Disabled
People

Our new Community Services
Committee is planning to run a specific
campaign aimed at those in our
community who are disabled and find it
difficult to get around and whose needs
are not currently being met. Peyman
Jahromi, one of our new councillors who
is himself disabled, would like any
disabled person to get in touch if we can
be of any assistance in helping to solve
issues with Wokingham Borough Council
or any other service provider. We are
also keen to hear from you if you think
the parish council could help locally by
providing additional facilities.

Please contact Cllr Jahromi by e-mail
peyman.jahromi@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
or the parish office on 988 8220 and ask
one of the team to pass a message on.


