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invited to submit detailed entries. The winning entry, selected from five very different designs by a joint panel representing the parish,
Wokingham Borough and led by a high-level consultant architect appointed by RIBA, will be shown to the community as the plans
continue to develop. It is anticipated that a planning application for the site will be submitted later this year, with construction starting
in 2019 and completion in 2020.

Alongside development of amenities at School Green, the parish council is currently looking at  community provision in Spencers Wood
and Three Mile Cross. The council has appointed Locality, an independent community organisation, to engage with local residents and
users to review the existing facilities and provide some proposals on how they can be improved. Funding for improvements could
come from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which the parish now receives following adoption of our Neighbourhood
Development Plan. Equally, we will be talking to Grazeley Village about how we might help improve the community facilities.

During the year we made some major improvements to the parish hall in Shinfield. Now completed, this venue has a new heating and
ventilation system, a new floor, an improved kitchen and refitted toilet facilities incorporating the latest environmental technology.
The hall is now a great facility for all kinds of events and activities.

The work that started back in 2013 to revitalise the sports facilities at Ryeish Green has now brought a number of benefits. Newly
drained grass pitches re-opened at the start of the football season in 2017, along with the new all-weather flood lit artificial pitch, and
these much improved pitches have proved very popular. This project has been delivered through the combined efforts of the parish
and borough councils, funded by developer contributions from the new housing developments. Work is now underway adjacent to
the pitches to deliver new changing facilities and re-open the Ryeish Green Sports Hall with a new 48 station Gym. This is expected to
open later in 2018. The site will be managed by the borough council’s new leisure contractor and will provide unrivalled facilities for
our residents and sports clubs. Arrangements are now underway to swap the parish’s interests in two grass football pitches at Ryeish
for land at Deardon Way, which the parish currently leases from the council. This will mean overall ownership and management at
Ryeish will sit with Wokingham Borough Council and similarly the parish will take control at Deardon Field.

We are working concurrently with the borough and the University of Reading to secure the adjoining land at Deardon Field currently
owned by the University , to extend this leisure area right through to the Ridge SANG. When these negotiations are completed we will
be looking at further improvements to Deardon Field, funded by cash provided by developers some years ago to maintain and improve
this area over the next 30 years. This will provide a recreation area accessed easily from both Ryeish Green and Shinfield Village and
will join up with the allotments that the parish council will manage, that will be constructed close to the new Silver Meadows Primary
School.

The parish council continues to support local community events such as Spencers Wood Carnival and the annual Remembrance Day
Service at School Green, as well as events such as the Pancake Day races and carol service at School Green, run in conjunction with
the local churches. For the first time last year, we promoted a successful arts event,  incorporating activities in Shinfield and Spencers
Wood, and we hope this will continue in future years. We have recently installed an outdoor power supply on School Green, allowing
us to provide electricity for the events that take place there.

In September, with great sadness, we learnt of the death of Roy Pike, one of our longest serving councillors. Roy was keen to ensure
the council managed its finances well and delivered value for money. We miss his input, but hope that we carry on his legacy. We also
said farewell to Akhtar Masood, who stood down due to other work commitments, and Carole Hughes, who has stepped down from
the council to focus on her position as Vice Chair of Governors at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School.  Our enormous thanks go to
Akhtar and Carole for their work for the council.

In the 2016/17 Annual Report we detailed some of the challenges that the council faced throughout
the year, and we finished that year feeling that a huge amount of effort had been made, with little to
show for it. This last year has been equally challenging, but our efforts over the previous years are now
starting to bear fruit.

By the time you read this report we will have appointed the architects to design the new Shinfield
Community Centre that will be provided as part of the new housing developments. This new facility will
be built on the site currently occupied by the Royal British Legion building at School Green. In order to
deliver a building that residents can be proud of, the parish council embraced an architectural
competition run by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) to seek the best possible design. The
competition attracted wide attention, with over ninety architect practices expressing an initial interest
in submitting designs. These were whittled down to twenty-six and from these, five practices were

Continued next page

Peter Hughes
Parish Council Chairman



2

During the year we welcomed three new members, Councillor Gillie Gray, Councillor Laurence James and Councillor James Reid who
are already playing an active role in the council.

None of the achievements I have mentioned could have been delivered without the help of my fellow councillors, who give up much
of their time to help improve the parish for everyone, and our local volunteers, who give their time throughout the parish in a wide
variety of roles, from running local sports clubs and associations, the voluntary car service and looking after our footpaths, to name
just a few. A huge Thank You for your work and dedication to your local community.

I also thank our staff team, Sue, Katy, and Angela in the parish office, along with our support staff  running the youth club and looking
after our facilities

The parish council has much to do in the coming year. We are an active and vibrant council but we have vacancies, so perhaps if you
feel inspired by this report, you might consider joining us?

About the Parish Council
Parish Councils are statutory bodies and the first tier of local government, at the heart of the community. Shinfield Parish Council is
non-political, and made up of 15 councillors, supported by the Clerk, Deputy Clerk, and a number of part-time staff. The councillors
are all volunteers.

The Parish Council receives income from a number of sources but the main one is our “precept”, which residents pay as part of their
Council Tax.   The Council’s activities fall into 3 main areas: representing the local community; working with partners to deliver services
to meet local needs and striving to improve the quality of life and community well-being across Shinfield Parish.

Our full Council meets monthly, and currently we have 5 main committees:  Planning and Highways, which meets every 3 weeks due
to volume of business; Communications and Policies; Development Board; Finance & General Purposes and Recreation and Amenities
which each meet at least 4 times a year. In addition, there is a Staffing Committee, and a number of Working Groups which meet as
required to review and take forward specific projects or activities.   The Council also has representatives on a whole range of outside
organisations, from the Spencers Wood and Grazeley Village Hall Management Committees to the AWRE Local Liaison Committee and
groups linked to the planning of the Shinfield area Strategic Development Location (SDL).

For details of the council’s work and council and committee meetings please see our website, www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk. or contact
the Parish Office. Members of the public are always welcome to attend council meetings.

As Shinfield Parish continues to grow the council has set out a vision for growth through to 2022. Over the next few years we will
increase our staff team as the total number of residents rises from 11,000 to some 19,000.

Many projects that we have been working on for a number of years are now coming to fruition. The new community centre in
Shinfield is under design and expected to be constructed and open in 2020. This will be a major project for us and will feature two
halls, meeting rooms, new council offices, a café, children’s facilities and a library. At the same time, we are negotiating with the
University of Reading to acquire land to provide additional recreation land within the parish.

We will continue to be very active to reduce the speed limit on all the residential parish roads to a maximum of 30mph and to get
the roads brought up to an acceptable standard.

As the borough council reduces it services through budget restrictions, we will be looking to see if there is a need for the parish to
support some of these services.

The prospect of more development, especially some 15,000 homes at Grazeley, will always be top of many residents’ priorities and
we will continue with professional assistance to fight any further house building locally until we see the real impact on our existing
community once all the 3,400 new homes currently planned are built and occupied.

Most importantly we are local, we live here and experience all the issues that everyone faces daily. We are non-political and
therefore do not support any political party, nor are we forced to follow any decisions made by a single party controlled borough
council. Our intentions are always in the best interests of our parish, we may not always get it right, but we do try!

2018 and beyond
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In September, we sponsored the annual Spencers Wood Carnival, which was, as always, a great
opportunity to showcase groups and activities within the parish. This event runs on the third
Saturday in September, and is one not to be missed!

We ran a very successful arts event in October 2017 at the Parish Hall in Shinfield and at Spencers
Wood Village Hall, including displays of quilting, spinning and weaving, crochet, basket making,
felt work and painting and drawing. The event also featured displays from Spencers Wood Local
History Group, a schools’ art competition and hands on craft activities for families.

In November the council organised the annual Remembrance Day Service, which again was well
supported by local schools and uniformed groups. This coming year marks the centenary of the
end of The Great War, and plans are underway for this commemoration.

In December, we supported another successful Community Carol Service on School Green,
organised in partnership with the Shinfield Baptist Church, and our thanks go to Shinfield View
Care Home for providing warm refreshments after the event.

The committee has sought to increase communication with residents, increasing the frequency
of the council’s printed newsletter to bi-monthly, and making greater use of local social media
channels to share information with residents.

We are always open to feedback and suggestions from residents, and our committee meetings,
which are held approximately every two months, are open to the public.

Development Board
The Development Board is responsible primarily for the development of the new Community
Centre located at School Green, on the site of the former Royal British Legion club. A budget of
some £2.3m, funded by developer contributions, has been agreed to build and equip this new
560m2 building.

A joint working party with Wokingham Borough Council has been established to oversee the
design and construction of the building. Significant progress has been made, including the
completion of a RIBA competition to identify a leading architectural practice who can take the
project forward. We hope that many local residents will become involved in helping us to make
this new centre a very successful enterprise.

The winning draft proposals will be shown to the local community soon. The work to finalise the
external design and detailed development of the interior will be based on feedback from the
community.  We are responsible for developing community facilities in Spencers Wood and
Three Mile Cross, and we are working with Locality to deliver a plan for this, later in 2018.

School art competition at
the Arts Event - October

2017

Basket making at the Arts
Event

Local artists displayed their
work at Spencers Wood

village Hall

Building on the sense of community has been a key theme of the work that the committee has
undertaken during the past year, seeking to integrate new residents into the existing communities
within the parish. Here is a taster of some of the activities that we have been involved in:

In recognition of the numbers of new dwellings being built, we published a ‘Welcome to Shinfield
Parish’ booklet in April 2017, giving an introduction to the parish to new and prospective residents.
Copies can be picked up from the parish office at School Green.

During the summer, we focused on updating the council’s website to give it a new, fresher look,
and to make it more compatible with mobile phones.

Communications and Policies Committee

Committee reports:

Sue Roberts, Clerk to the
Council, and Councillor

Andrew Grimes, Vice Chair,
thanked Liz Ratcliffe for her
dedication in organising the
Spencers Wood carnival for

the past 10 years.

Speaking with residents at
the annual Spencers Wood

Carnival
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Planning and Highways Committee
The Planning and Highways Committee is the busiest working group on the council, meeting around
16 times a year, or every 3 weeks, to review local planning applications and submit comments to
the Local Planning Authority.

During this civic year we have reviewed in excess of 120 planning applications, seeking to ensure
that planning proposals meet the requirements set out in the adopted Neighbourhood
Development Plan.

We have received seven presentations from local developers. These presentations include updates
on approved developments such as the Thames Valley Science Park and the specialist housing
associated with the Shinfield Meadows development, as well as proposed future development
within the parish. We are currently talking with the Shinfield Meadows developers to ensure we
secure an attractive village centre.

Over the last year, the committee has dedicated a budget to footpath maintenance. This has
allowed for the purchase of a new kissing gate for a parish footpath, as well as training, safety
equipment and cutting machinery for the Shinfield Volunteer Group to help maintain access to
local footpaths during the summer months. The committee continues to work closely with the
volunteer group to identify footpath problems and escalate them to the appropriate bodies for
resolution.

Working for safer roads and pedestrian routes with the volunteer group, Wokingham Borough
Council and the University of Reading, we have helped to identify a solution for a safer pedestrian
along a narrow section of Hyde End Road, between Dobbies Garden Centre and the Shinfield
Meadows development entrance. The funding for this has now been agreed by Wokingham
Borough Council, and we hope that work will commence later this year.

We spearheaded the campaign for reduced speed limits within the parish, running an online
petition, displaying road safety banners and collecting data using our new Speed Indicator
Devices (SIDS), purchased in the autumn of 2017. The data collected will be presented to WBC
and Thames Valley police to support our appeal to lower speed limits throughout our villages.
Interestingly, in most locations, the SIDS are delivering a three to five percent reduction in
average driver speed.

Recreation and Amenities Committee
The committee has had a busy and progressive year, but there is plenty more to do.

At the end of last year, we arranged the planting of spring bulbs at various sites and will progress
this project with summer wild flower seeds to follow. The Jubilee trees planted along the southern
section of Hollow Lane have been crowned and tidied up and the now exposed fencing will be
repaired or replaced in due course.

We have some new public benches to install across the parish, replacing some of those which
have reached the end of their lives. New waste bins are now on order, and should be cited at key
locations in the early summer.

Local Brownies help with the
community Litter Pick

Campaigning for safer roads
in our parish

Collecting speeding data to
support our campaign for

reduced speed limits

Cutting and safety
equipment provided to the

Volunteer Group to help
maintain access to local

footpaths

Finance and General Purpose Committee
The committee ensures that we operate as efficiently and effectively as possible and that we work
SMARTly through robust performance management. In February we adopted a “Vision 2022”
strategy to manage our population growth, changes to funding regimes and regulatory
environments so that we can make Shinfield parish a great place to live, work and play.

We are committed to ensuring we give real value for money in the services we provide and properly
manage our assets. We are introducing more detailed analysis of our income and expenditure,
and short, medium and long-term business planning.  We will continue to develop proper financial
modelling to allow effective forecasting to meet the council’s expanding responsibilities and
activities as they emerge.

Floreat Silver Meadows
primary school, now
scheduled to open in

September 2019
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Recreation and Amenities Committee continued……
The car park at Spencers Wood Recreation ground has been re-surfaced and repairs carried out
to the pavilion, which remains very busy, serving as the base for both the Chapel Lane Playgroup
and the Volunteer Car Service.  Our Wednesday Night Youth Club at the pavilion continues to
thrive, and in October, we spent time looking at the needs and aspirations of our young people
by running a workshop in partnership with Berkshire Youth.

We own and manage some 220 allotments on various sites which are generally full, but vacancies
do occur from time to time. We anticipate taking on the management of a new allotment site,
close to Deardon Field, in 2019.

All of our football teams continue to thrive, especially since the development of the new grass
and artificial pitches at Ryeish Green. Our Tennis and Cricket clubs continue to grow and play an
important part in coaching young people.

We have worked hard to keep our children’s playgrounds both exciting and safe, and the adventure
playground equipment continues to be well-used. We are currently looking at plans for the future
of Millworth Lane playground. Last summer we were very grateful to Bovis Homes for their
generous sponsorship of both our successful Annual Front Garden competition and Annual
Allotment Competition.  Even more gardens and baskets were nominated, and the allotment
holders’ annual general meeting, where we announced the best kept allotment for both seasoned
gardeners and newcomers, was as popular as ever.

Staffing Committee
As well as monitoring and reviewing the performance of our staff, we ensured the continued
professional development of our staff and councillors, who are actively encouraged to undertake
new and refresher training as required.  This includes understanding our new responsibilities under
the General Data Protection Regulations which come into force from May 2018. We continue to
review and implement our health and safety duties and responsibilities, and ensure we remain a
caring employer.

Budget report
Despite rising costs we do not wish to place any additional financial burdens upon our residents,
and have decided that for this year we can fund our budgeted spend with our current income
level and reserves.  We are therefore pleased to report there will be no increase in our charge for
2018-19, which will remain for a third year at £66.30 per annum for a Band D property.   Our
precept for 2018/2019 year will generate £356,144 against £341,000 in the previous year.  This
increase is due to the growth in housing numbers.

Your Parish Council tax charge 2018/19:

£

Precept 356,144

Annual charge Band D property 66

Change on previous year’s charge Nil

£

Expected annual expenditure 2018/19 824,236

Expected annual income 2018/19 £

Precept 356,144

Other sources of income 50,657

Met from reserves 417,435

Total 824,236

The Pavilion Youth Club, on
a Wednesday evening,
continues to flourish

Presentation of the prizes
for the Annual Front Garden

Competition 2017

Trees at the Community
Orchard in Deardon Field,

off Deardon Way, Shinfield

Tarmac works at the
recreation ground car park,

off Clares Green Road,
Spencers Wood

Parish Hall refurbishments
works, completed over the

summer and autumn of
2017
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Grants
The Parish Council is very proud of its local voluntary and community sector, and tries to support
local groups and activities where it sees real benefits to the parish and its residents.  Grants to
organisations serving the community as a whole take priority.  The purpose of the grant should
be in the interests of, and bring direct benefit to, the parish and its residents.  Funding may be
given to a charitable or not-for-profit body for the furtherance of its work in the local community.

Approximately £20,000 was paid in grant funding during the 2017/18 financial year.  Awards
were made to  the following organisations:

St Mary’s Infant and Nursery School;  St Mary’s Junior School; Whiteknights Primary School;
Lambs Lane Primary School; Oakbank Secondary Free School; Grazeley Parochial Primary
School; Shinfield Community Singers; Shinfield Players Theatre; Shinfield North Community
Group; Keep Mobile Country Tours; Reading Citizens Advise Bureau; Wokingham Citizens Advise
Bureau; Wokingham Job Support; Shinfield Cricket Club; Victim Support Thames Valley;
Homestart Wokingham District; 2ⁿd Shinfield Brownies; 3rd Shinfield Brownies; Me2 Club; The
Welcome Club  and Grazeley Village Hall.

Parish Councillors

Nigel Boyer
Grazeley

Ian Clarke
Spencers Wood
and Three Mile

Cross

Phil Emment
Spencers Wood
and Three Mile

Cross

Andrew Grimes
Spencers Wood
and Three Mile

Cross

Gordon Hewett
Shinfield Village

Laurence James
Shinfield Village

Peter Hughes
Shinfield Village

Darrell Lias
Grazeley

James Reid
Shinfield North

Ian Montgomery

Shinfield North

Dawn Peer
Spencers Wood

South

Shinfield Parish Council

Shinfield Parish Hall

School Green

Shinfield

RG2 9EH

Tel: 0118 9888 220

Email:
Clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Websites:

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

And

www.Shinfieldplan.org

The Annual Remembrance
Day Service at the war

memorial at School Green

Grants help support
activities and meetings for

local groups such as the
Welcome Club

Vacancy
Shinfield Village

Vacancy
Shinfield North

Vacancy
Shinfield Village

Gillie Gray
Spencers Wood

South
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