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 DRAFT 

Minutes of a meeting of Shinfield Parish Council held on Thursday 16 
May 2019 at Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs. 
 

Present: Cllr’s E Brown, I Clarke, A Grimes, P Jahromi, D Lias, I Montgomery, D Peer 
 
Attending: Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary) and two residents 
 
 
19/46 Public Questions  

 
46.1 A resident noted the recent minutes of the Development Board. He expressed concern that changes 

were being made by SPC to a document produced by an independent body and the time that had 
lapsed since the summary report was published (November 2018). He added his disappointment 
that he perceived that SPC had not yet considered the implications of the report as no action had 
been taken.  

 
46.2 Cllr. Clarke and Cllr. Lias confirmed that the changes made were grammatical as the latest version 

had contained several errors. Cllr. Grimes confirmed that the version being noted by Council this 
evening would be made available for residents to view on the SPC website.  

 
46.3 Cllr. Clarke offered assurance that SPC was aware of the issues faced by Spencers Wood in respect 

of services. Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that a full copy of the report would be sent to those 
residents that had requested a copy at the Annual Parish meeting in April.  

 
46.4 Cllr. Grimes confirmed that it was the intention of SPC to be transparent about plans for the area 

and to bring people on board with developments as demonstrated by the creation of the Spencers 
Wood working group.  

  
  
19/47 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 

 
47.1 Apologies were received from Cllr. Hughes, James, Boyer and Emment 
 

 47.2 There were no declarations of interest. 
            
 47.3 There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests  
  
19/48 48.1 Minutes  

  
         The minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 April 2019 were APPROVED 
 

Proposed:   Cllr. Peer          Seconded:  Cllr. Lias           Approved Unanimously 
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 48.2 Matters Arising from Previous Meeting  
  

19.31 Shinfield Cricket Club 
 This item was noted as closed.   
 

 23.3.2.3 Spencers Wood Pavilion Business Case 
This item was noted as ongoing.   
 

 34.1.3 Meeting venue  
The Clerk confirmed that the meeting room at the Three Mile Cross church was available for hire 
on a Monday evening and had the facilities required. It was AGREED that subject to confirmation 
of costs the venue would be booked for 6 months at which point the situation would be 
reviewed. Cllr. Grimes asked the Clerk to check with him regarding costs if he believed they were 
significant and to publish the revised meeting dates as soon as possible.  
 
A discussion was held about the cost of Council administration. The Finance Manager noted that 
she had calculated an estimated sum but that more clarity was needed on what was required in 
order to be more precise. It was AGREED that the matter would be discussed at F&GP. 

.  
 34.3.2 War Memorial text   

            The Clerk confirmed that the Facilities Manager was progressing this matter.  
 

 34.5.3 Crime Police Leaflets relating to gangs 
The Clerk confirmed that the police would be supplying leaflets to go in with the next edition of 
the SPC newsletter.   
 

 34.5.6 Clerk to write to B/Cllr Pollock regarding the inclusion of reference to a political party in the in- 
sight publication and to express dismay regarding taking credit for the Hyde End Lane footpath. 

 
The Clerk confirmed that this matter was outstanding. It was agreed that Cllr. Lias would draft a 
response for sign off by Cllr. Grimes and that the Clerk would then send it to Charlotte Haitham-
Taylor as Cllr. Pollock was no longer in post.  

 
 19/35 Grazeley Village Hall refurbishment to be discussed at F&GP 

  
It was confirmed that this item had been added to the agenda of the next F&GP meeting.  

 
 19/37 Annual Parish Meeting  

 
 This item was noted as completed.  

  
19/38 Clerk to arrange for minutes to be published as draft within 2 weeks of meeting having been   

approved by the Chair and circulated to Council/committee members 
 

It was confirmed that a process was now in place to ensure that this happened.  
 

 39.1 Supporting information to be circulated to Council by the Clerk regarding the payment to MFG 
 
This item was noted as complete.  
 

 39.2 Clerk to confirm pitch at Shinfield Fete on 6 May 2019 
 
   This item was noted as complete and Cllr. Grimes confirmed his attendance at the event.  
 

 42.5.8 Costing differential on design the roof in the tower of the new community hall to be obtained. 
 
It was noted that this information had been requested.  
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 43.2 Millworth Lane lease to be secured. 

 
See agenda item 49.4 
 

 43.2 Budget to be set aside for remedial works to be carried out  
 
See agenda item 49.4 
 

 43.2 Framework and policy for management and financing of recreation grounds to ensure a consistent   
approach on decision making to be put in place.  

 
See agenda item 49.3.3.3 

  
 48.3 Matters Arising from the Minutes  

 
 There were no matters arising from the minutes.   
 
19/49 
 

 
Reports  

 49.1 Chair’s Report  
 
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that in the absence of Cllr. Hughes there was no Chair’s report but noted 
that he had met with Daphne, Spencers Wood village hall committee and Mark Redfearn, WBC, on 
behalf of Cllr. Hughes to discuss how they might work together going forward. Mark Redfearn had 
agreed to support in developing an engagement process.  

 
 49.2 Borough Councillors Report  

          
There were no borough councillors present and therefore there was no report.  

 
 49.3 Committee Reports  

 49.3.1 Planning and Highways Committee 4 April 2019  
 

49.3.1 Cllr. Peer reported that the developers of Cut Bush Lane had withdrawn their application 
from the WBC planning meeting but that she was not aware of the reasons behind the 
decision. The Clerk confirmed that the minutes of the May planning meeting would be 
available at the next Council meeting.  

 
49.3.1.2 The minutes of 4 April were APPROVED as follows:  

 
Proposed:    Cllr.  Montgomery           Seconded: Cllr.  Jahromi    Approved Unanimously 

 
 

 49.3.2 Community Services Committee 15 April 2019 
 

49.3.2.1 Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that a planting of an apple tree would take place on 4 June 
at the local junior school and that he hoped a second tree would be planted at the infant 
school on the same day.  

 
49.3.2.2 Cllr. Brown referred to minute 6.4 referring to the development of the SPC website and 

raised concerns about the lack of progress in that area. The Clerk confirmed that there 
were limitations with the current website. Council AGREED that a review of the website 
was needed. Cllr. Lias undertook to evaluate the content of the website and provide 
feedback to Cllr. Grimes. A proposal would then be submitted to F&GP.  

.  
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49.3.2.3 Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that due to Cllr Gray standing down the volunteer week 
celebration and community cycle ride were on hold. It was also noted that due to the 
950th anniversary of the church the parish roadshows were also on hold.  

 
49.3.2.4 Cllr. Montgomery sought the views of Council on a grant application from the Loddon 

Reach Magazine. It was agreed that this item should be put on the agenda of the next 
Council meeting.   

 
49.3.2.5 It was confirmed that Mark Sandringham had been appointed as the Senior Youth 

Worker and reported that attendance numbers had risen since his appointment.  
 

49.3.2.6 The minutes of 15 April were APPROVED as follows:  
 

Proposed:    Cllr. Peer         Seconded: Cllr.Clarke           Approved Unanimously 
   

49.3.3 Development Board 25 April 2019  
 
49.3.3.1 Cllr. Grimes noted that going forward he would ensure a more joined up approach to 

communications on the community center development and would provide a briefing for 
Council to note on key developments.  

 
 49.3.3.2 It was noted that SPC was waiting to hear from Taylor Wimpey as to whether they maybe able 

to support some of the playground costs at Church Road.  
 
49.3.3.3 Cllr Grimes expressed his intention to develop a policy to bring to Council on developing assets 

in the parish explaining that this would be a public document which would help address some of 
the concerns of the community and provide clarity on decisions made by SPC.   

 

 49.4 Verbal update from other committees not convened 
 
        49.4.1 Cllr. Grimes confirmed that F&GP has not convened and that there were no significant issues 

to note.  
 

49.4.2 Cllr. Clarke confirmed that actions from the last Recreation and Amenities meeting had been 
progress to include power-washing of the hall patio area, planting of flowers and the 
removal of the stump on the village green and planting of a new oak in a protective cage.   

 
49.4.3 Cllr. Clarke noted that he had met with Nigel Frankland, Reading University regarding 

Deardon Field. Outcomes from the meeting included:  

• A new grasscrete car park to be provided   

• A large piece of land that may be used for a school extension in the future would be 
granted to SPC on a peppercorn rent on lease until 2026.  

• 35 allotments to be put in. 

• Footpath 16 has been refurbished 

• Deardon Field - land that had been set aside for further allotments would be leased to SPC 
and a grant of 70k made.  

• The lease on Millworth lane would be given to SPC with the mobile home issue to be 
considered by the Council.  

• CCTV would be considered at Millworth Lane due to the recent vandalism on two 
occasions of the new playground.   
 
Cllr. Clarke confirmed that the area between Dobbies and the new footpath may become a 
community park. It was also noted that a new pavilion, cricket pitch and some football 
pitches might be installed.  The potential to extend the pavilion to make it big enough for 
hire was possible at an extra cost to SPC. This would be considered at the relevant 
committee.  
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49.4.4 A discussion took place on the ‘option to tax’ note circulated prior to the meeting. 

Concerns were raised regarding the timing of this as it inferred that work had already 
begun at Millworth Lane even though SPC had not yet taken the lease on. This was 
contrary to what had been agreed by Council at the previous meeting.  Cllr. Clarke 
expressed the view that it was not practical to wait until the lease had been signed over to 
start some aspects of the remedial work required.  The recommendation that an option to 
tax be taken before any expenditure is incurred on refurbishment costs was referred to the 
Finance and General Purposes committee. 

 
 49.6 Clerks Report  

 
49.6.1 The Clerk noted that his work had focused on the Annual Parish Meeting and councilor 

election in April and that May he would be focusing on the annual governance and 
accountability return which needed to be submitted to the appointed external Auditors (PFK 
Littlejohn) by 1 July. The return had been reviewed by our accountant and would then go the 
internal auditor before being submitted to F&GP and Council for approval.  

 
49.6.2 The Spencers Wood Pavilion (central room) was due to be redecorated and additional 

electric sockets installed on 24 May.  
  
49.6.3 A picnic table was due to be installed on the patio area to the rear of the hall.  
 
49.6.4 Information had been sent to three potential new councilors detailing meetings that they 

would need to attend.  
 

19/50 APM Feedback 
 
50.1 The Clerk sought feedback on the Annual Parish meeting. This was as follows:  
 

• Cllr. Clarke requested that the meeting not be held before a bank holiday in future 
years as he believed this had affected the turnout.  

• The presentation was informative and well received  

• More advertising of the event was required 

• Food was not necessary 

• Cllr. Grimes noted the strength of feeling regarding Spencers Wood and confirmed that 
Cllr. Montgomery would be organising a working party involving residents.  

 
19/51 SPC Project Listing 

 51.1 The project list detailing proposed timescales was noted by the Council. 
 
51.2 Cllr. Clarke suggested that the matter of a new pavilion at Spencers Wood should be dealt with 

more urgently than the project list indicated and that residents should be consulted on their needs 
for the building.   

 
51.3 Cllr. Grimes suggested that a framework be put in place before consultation with the public to help 

inform decision making and ensure a consistent approach across all projects.   
 
51.4 After further discussion it was AGREED that for the matter to progress Cllr. Clarke would organise a 

meeting for residents on a Saturday morning soon to gather information about the issue. 
  

19/52 Locality Report re Spencers Wood    
  

The Spencers Wood locality report was received by Council with a view to being published.  
19/53 Full council meetings on a Monday evening   
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It was AGREED that subject to confirmation from Cllr. Peer on dates of the Borough Liaison forum full 
council meetings would be moved to Monday nights.  
 

19/54 Invoices for Payment  
  

54.1 The report of invoices for payment circulated prior to the meeting was NOTED.   
 
54.2 Cllr. Grimes undertook to circulate the Mereoak feasibility study to members of Council. 
 
54.3 Cllr Clarke raised concerns about the lack of progress on development behind Shinfield View and 

the possibility of a supermarket. It was agreed that the Clerk would set up a meeting between SPC 
and the consortium to discuss progress on planned development of the land.  

 
  19/55 Correspondence  

 
 55.1 There were no items of correspondence.  

 
 55.2 Cllr. Grimes requested that all expense returns were completed by Monday 20 May. The Clerk 

confirmed that he was available to take completed returns to WBC on behalf of the Council if 
required.  

 
19/56 Next Meeting: Monday 17 June South Reading Churches (Clerk to confirm and write to B/Cllrs to inform 

them as well as advising on website) 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10:10 pm 
 
Action Items:  

Minute 
Ref 

Details  Action By:  

46.2 Clerk to ensure locality report added to website Clerk  

46.3 Cllr. Montgomery to send copy of the Spencers Wood locality report to 
those that had requested it at the Annual Parish meeting.  

Cllr Montgomery  

23.3.2.3 Spencers Wood Pavilion business case to be developed Cllr. Clarke/Cllr. James  

34.1.3 Meeting Venue – Clerk to book Three Mile Cross Church consulting on 
costs if considered significant.  

Clerk 

34.1.3 Council administration costs to be added to the agenda of F&GP Clerk  

34.3.2 Facilities Manager to organize War memorial text refurbishment Clerk  

34.5.3 Police leaflets to be distributed with the next newsletter  Clerk 

34.5.6 Clerk to write to B/Cllr Pollock regarding the inclusion of reference to a 
political party in the in- sight publication and to express dismay 
regarding taking credit for the Hyde End Lane footpath. 
 
Update: Cllr. Lias to draft a response for sign off by Cllr. Grimes to send 
to Charlotte Haitham-Taylor   
 

Cllr. Lias/Cllr. Grimes/Clerk 

42.5.8 Costing differential on design the roof in the tower of the new 
community hall to be obtained – Cllr. Grimes to bring back to meeting 
once in receipt.   

Cllr. Grimes  

49.3.1 May planning minutes to be circulated at June Council meeting  Clerk 

49.3.2.2 Cllr. Lias to evaluate the content of the SPC website and provide 
feedback to Cllr. Grimes. A proposal would then be submitted to F&GP. 

Cllr. Lias  

49.3.2.4 Loddon Reach grant application to be added to next Council agenda  Clerk 

49.3.3.3 Decision making policy and framework to be developed.  Cllr. Grimes  

49.4.4 Option to tax to be considered at F&GP. Clerk to add to agenda.  Clerk  
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51.4 Meeting of residents in Spencers Wood to be organised for a Saturday 
morning to discuss the pavilion.  

Cllr. Clarke  

54.2 Cllr. Grimes to circulate the Mereoak feasibility study to Council 
members.  

Cllr. Grimes  

54.3 Meeting to be organised between consortium and SPC on development 
of land  

Clerk  

54.4 Expense claims to be returned by all Council members by Monday 20th 
May  

All  

 
 
 
  
 


