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Introduction 
Locality was commissioned by Shinfield Parish Council in January 2018 to conduct a 

mapping exercise of community assets in the Spencers Wood area of the parish. Locality 

is the national network of ambitious and enterprising community-led organisations, working 

together to help neighbourhoods thrive. 

The purpose of the exercise was to identify existing assets and highlight gaps in 

community infrastructure. There is an opportunity over the next few years for the parish 

council to fill those gaps using Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. 

To develop the asset map and needs analysis, Locality undertook the following tasks: 

• A desk review of data and documents to provide a baseline picture of extant 

infrastructure and provision; and 

• Interviews with 24 local stakeholders to add detail to the baseline and explore 

different perspectives on community needs and investment opportunities;  

Through the desk research and stakeholder interviews, we developed a long list of 

infrastructure gaps and needs. We then consulted the wider community in Spencers Wood 

to test our findings, prioritise the needs we had identified and further develop ideas for 

meetings those needs. 

We then undertook: 

• An online survey that was promoted primarily to local volunteers and users of local 

facilities but was also open to the public; and 

• Organisation and facilitation of a consultation day to test our findings and the 

emerging proposals for filling the identified gaps in community infrastructure. 

The final mapping analysis was completed in June 2018. 

Annex 1 provides a description of community facilities around Spencers Wood. Annex 2 lists 

the stakeholders we interviewed. Annex 3 sets out the research tools we used for the 

interviews, survey and consultation day. 

All quotes, which are italicised and centre-justified, are taken from stakeholders with a direct 

involvement and interest in the facility or activity in question.  

Locality would like to put on record our gratitude to all those who contributed their ideas and 

insights into this project.  
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Context and background 
Shinfield Parish Council1 covers 1813 hectares in central Berkshire and is one of seventeen 

town / parish councils in the unitary authority of Wokingham Borough Council (WBC). It 

contains approximately 4,500 households, with a population of nearly 11,000 and an 

electorate of around 8,000. 

The parish boundary extends from the predominantly urban community north of the M4 

motorway through Shinfield village south of the M4, to Spencers Wood in the south west; and 

from the banks of the River Loddon in the east, through Ryeish Green and Three Mile Cross 

to the rural communities of Grazeley, Mereoak Great Lea, Hartley Court and Pound Green in 

the west. 2  

                                                

 

1 NB: Shinfield parish refers to the administrative area that incorporates Shinfield village, Spencers Wood, Ryeish 
Green and Three Mile Corss. Shinfield village refers to the specific settlement in the north of the parish.  
2 For this section we have drawn on the data in the Shinfield Neighbourhood Plan: 
http://www.shinfieldplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Made-Version-NDP.pdf p 

http://www.shinfieldplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Made-Version-NDP.pdf


5 
 

Neighbourhood plan map 
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Current demography  

In demographic terms, the population of Shinfield parish is older, better educated and more 

affluent than the national average. 

In relation to average earning and benefit take-up, the rate of claiming any benefit (which 

includes in-work benefits) is 10% lower in Shinfield parish than the national average, 

suggesting higher salaries than the average in the area. 

Shinfield parish has a higher rate of home ownership, either outright or via a mortgage than 

the national average. 

With regard to skills and employment, Shinfield parish has 20% more higher and -

intermediate managerial, administrative or professional households than the national average. 

The parish also has a high level of residents with a higher education qualification (level 4) 

than the national average, suggesting that the residents are better educated than the English 

average. 

The percentage of residents in Shinfield parish rating their health as 'very good' is higher than 

the national average. 

Spencers Wood is an expanding rural village located between the villages of Three Mile 

Cross and our neighbouring parish of Swallowfield. It has a library, post office and school 

amongst its diverse range of amenities. 

Future development and population growth  

The population of Shinfield parish, including Spencers Wood, is due to grow significantly over 

the next decade and beyond. 

In response to central government’s demands for more housing in the south east of England, 

WBC’s 2010 Core Strategy designated the villages of Shinfield, Spencers Wood and Three 

Mile Cross as a single “Strategic Development Location”. The Core Strategy sets out future 

growth plans to 2026.3 

These developments will increase the population of Shinfield parish from 11,000 today to 

19,000 by 2026 – a near doubling in less than a decade. 

In addition to new homes, the strategy makes provision for:  

• A district centre, with a supermarket and community centre;  

• Two new primary schools;  

• New playing fields and open spaces;  

• A new Eastern Relief Road with a bridge over the M4 to take pressure off the A327 

through Shinfield village.   

                                                

 

3 http://www.planvu.co.uk/wbc/written/cptcs1.htm  

http://www.planvu.co.uk/wbc/written/cptcs1.htm
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The area is already experiencing the impacts of this growth, including transport congestion, 

lack of sufficient affordable housing, and localised environmental degradation.  

These developments pose significant implications for Spencers Wood. The proposed 66-

dwelling Parklands development will effectively close the settlement gap between Spencers 

Wood and Three Mile Cross on the west side of the Basingstoke Road.   

The population of Spencers Wood is also likely to become younger, more family-oriented and 

more mixed in terms of income. 

Neighbourhood Plan  
The Shinfield Neighbourhood Plan was made in February 2017, covers the whole parish 

and is now part of the planning regulations for the parish area.   

The Plan aims to address the significant increase in population anticipated to 2026 across the 

parish. Its stated vision is one of “people working together, respecting our local history, 

building a vibrant community now and for the future”.  

The Plan makes provision for infrastructure improvements that are needed to:  

• Accommodate the additional housing;  

• Develop a strong and vibrant community within national and local planning policies; 

and   

• Maintain the parish as a desirable place to live and work.  

The Neighbourhood Plan means that as well as being a statutory consultee on future 

development, the parish council secures 25% of CIL developer contributions.  

CIL  

According to government guidance4, CIL can be used to facilitate “a very broad range of 

facilities such as play areas, parks and green spaces, cultural and sports facilities, academies 

and free schools, district heating schemes and police stations and other community safety 

facilities.”5 

CIL is “intended to focus on the provision of new infrastructure and should not be used to 

remedy pre-existing deficiencies in infrastructure provision unless those deficiencies will be 

made more severe by new development.”6 

The additional pressure on existing community facilities that will be created by the scale 

development in and around Shinfield parish meets these criteria for investing to tackle pre-

existing deficiencies.  

                                                

 

4 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy 
5 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy 
6 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy
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In these circumstances, CIL money can be used to “increase the capacity of existing 

infrastructure or to repair failing existing infrastructure, if that is necessary to support 

development.”7 

                                                

 

7 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#spending-the-levy
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Location of development 

 



10 
 

Asset mapping 
Locality have been at the heart of community asset mapping since the introduction of 

legislation to support communities who are seeking to evaluate all the available buildings 

parks, open spaces and underused buildings within their communities.  

Asset mapping is about involving residents in identifying the available assets in their 

neighbourhood. Every community has assets and potential within it, whether land and 

buildings, or people, skills and networks. These assets exist even in the most deprived 

communities, but communities don’t always recognise that they have them in their midst. 

Involving the community can encourage people to become powerful advocates for the 

transformation of the spaces in which they live. Asset mapping can also foster a sense of 

environmental and community responsibility and cohesion amongst residents. 

Our approach  

For this exercise, we have focused on:  

• Buildings and associated physical infrastructure, such as playing fields;  

• The amenities and services delivered via these spaces; and  

• The levels of current and future demand for these services.  

Our needs analysis highlights those areas where the quality of amenity and / or level of 

services does not meet current or future demand. 

For each asset we provide as detailed a picture as possible of: 

• Location  

• Relevant history  

• Governance and organisation 

• Physical condition, layout and facilities  

• Current uses  

• Finance  

• Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

• Investment / development needs  

• Future development opportunities 

• Additional considerations 

As set out above, we provide as detailed a picture as possible, but it should be noted 

community facilities often run by volunteers have not undertaken detailed analysis of e.g. 

capacity and potential future use. We have sought to fill gaps by visiting facilities, analysing 

existing data (e.g. business cases) and conducting follow-up interviews where possible. 
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Community assets in Spencers Wood 
This section details the following community assets in Spencers Wood: 

• Village Hall 

• Pavilion and Recreation Ground  

• Youth Club at the pavilion 

• St. Michael’s & All Angels Church 

• Caf’Active at St. Michael’s Church  

• Library 

• Lambs Lane Primary School 

• Chapel Lane Pre-School 

• Farriers Arms pub  

Spencers Wood Village Hall  
  

  
 
 
Location  

Spencers Wood Village Hall is a single-storey building situated at the centre of the village. 
Around half of hall users walk to the venue, reflecting its centrality 

 
Relevant history  

St. Michael’s Hall was originally constructed in 1911 by the widowed Mrs Henry Lannoy 

Hunter of Beech Hill, as a memorial to her late husband, for the use and enjoyment of the 

inhabitants of the Parish of Spencers Wood.   

In 1948 their daughter, Mary Charlotte Hunter, then made this intention more permanent by 

officially donating the Hall and land to a group of trustees to manage on behalf of the residents 

of the Parish.   

In 1984 an extension to the Hall was undertaken resulting in the Wellington Room, disabled 

toilet and extended kitchen. 
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In 1991 the Charity Commission approved and sealed a revision to the original Trust 

Schedule, which acknowledged the name of the Hall as the more familiar “Spencers Wood 

Village Hall” and recognised the new representatives of the Governing Committee. 

The building is regarded with pride by many locals as an historic focal point. 

Governance and organisation 

The hall is run by a management committee on which the parish council is represented. The 

committee meets on a quarterly basis. The Committee consists of up to 13 members in total, 

some of whom are nominated by organisations in the village regularly using the hall.  

Day-to-day running of the venue is the responsibility of a paid part-time coordinator who works 

20 hours per week. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The hall consists of: the main hall; the smaller Wellington function room; a kitchen; a stage 

(see below); men’s, women’s and accessible toilets; and an enclosed garden. Disabled 

access is facilitated by ramps on the front and rear doors. 

The main hall can accommodate up to 100 people and the smaller Wellington Room up to 40.  

There are parking spaces for eight cars at the front of the building, although parking is also 

possible to the rear of the building and in near laybys.  

Current uses  

The hall is currently very well used by the Spencers Wood community. Many different groups 

use the space for a wide range of activities, as reflected in the typical booking schedule set 

out below.  

 

M T W T F S S 

AM Toddlers   Pilates Toddlers Pilates     

 

              

PM     Badminton 
Dance 

sensation 

  Parties   

 

            

EVE Berserk 

Line 

Dancing 

Rainbows 

Badminton Rainbows     

 

Martial 

Art   Brownies     

 

          

 

The hall is used for parties. Its alcoholic function license is limited to 12 events per year. 
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According to analysis by the Chair of the management committee, the average number of 

adults and children who attend user groups in a week is just under 500. Weekend bookings 

can attract over 300 people. Many of the users walk to the venue as they live in the village. 

Finance  

The hall’s two main sources of income are: hiring charges; and fundraising. The annual 

turnover has been stable in recent at around £20k per year. 

The high level of utilisation generates a small surplus. This means the hall does not require 

subsidy. However, the modest level of surplus does not allow for anything other than 

superficial improvements. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

The demand for events at the hall is likely to grow as the population expands. In fact, in recent 

years, demand for certain activities including parties has already seen an increase.  

Investment / development needs  

One stakeholder described recent improvement to the hall as “sticking plasters”. 

A survey commissioned by the parish council in 2017 identified the need for a new roof 

costing £40,000 as the most urgent item on a repair bill that could go beyond £250,000. 

A significant barrier to further and more diverse use is the stage. This is very rarely used and 

means a significant proportion of the space within the hall is permanently under-utilised. 

There is a consensus amongst stakeholders that the stage should be replaced by a more 

flexible space. This would require the provision of alternative storage space. 

Future development opportunities 

The Committee aspires to make several improvements to the hall: 

• Replacing the roof; 

• Removing the stage and replacing it with a more flexible, multi-purpose space 
including room dividers;  

• Extending the rear part of the building to create a separate access route, allowing for 
additional usage of a second hall, following removal of the stage; and  

• Updating heating and lighting systems. 
 
Additional considerations 

Shinfield Parish Council is keen to invest in the hall for the benefit of the Spencers Wood and 
wider community.  
 
Given that the council currently has no control over the asset, it would be prudent for the 
council to attach a condition(s) relating to future use to protect the value of its investment.  
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Pavilion and recreation ground  

  

 
Location  

The Spencers Wood pavilion and recreation ground are located around the corner from the 

village hall and church, behind the Farriers Arms pub. 

Relevant history  

The building was originally designed to replace a cricket pavilion on the land and contained 
rooms to reflect this purpose, such as changing facilities and showers.  

 
Governance and organisation 

The building and land are both owned by the Parish Council. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The pavilion is a factory-built unit and is generally considered to be “showing its age”. 

Stakeholders familiar with the facility estimated its remaining useful life at 5 – 10 years. At or 

before this point, it will need to be re-developed. A full survey was carried out in 2017. This 

identified some necessary remedial work should be pavilion be used for longer than a few 

more years. 

The recreation ground has a fenced-off children’s play area, outdoor gym and a skate ramp. 
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Current uses  

The parish council converted the building at the start if this decade to cater for a range of 
purposes beyond the original sporting uses. The building currently hosts:  
  

• Chapel Lane pre-school;  

• A small youth facility, which is professionally staffed by Parish Council employees; and  

• An office and meeting rooms for the Shinfield volunteer car service.  

 
When not being used by these regular tenants, the pavilion also has a room that can hold up 

to10 people for meetings or small events. 

The car service is well-used (carrying out 1,800 journeys a year or 5 per day). As the office 

space is used for other purposes, the car service team must clear everything away after each 

session. 

The recreation ground is used by local football clubs for regular training sessions and matches 

and is used for the annual Spencers Wood carnival and other outside events. 

Finance  

The pre-school is the main tenant and has exclusive use of the area it hires. The group pays 
the Parish Council a rent of over £10,000 per year.  

 
Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

Chapel Lane pre-school rents spaces between 8:45am and 3pm Monday to Friday during term 

times.  

The youth facility is run out of the Pavilion on Wednesday evenings.  
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The volunteer car service leases the office space four mornings per week. The car service has 

already expanded from three to four days per week, and those involved believe there is 

sufficient latent demand to grow to five mornings and beyond. 

Demand for all these services are likely to grow in future. 

Investment / development needs  

Re-development of the pavilion is the most significant opportunity to improve community 

facilities in Spencers Wood. As set out above, there is a general recognition that the pavilion is 

coming to the end of its current life.  

Future development opportunities 

The parish council is committed, through this asset mapping and needs analysis process, to 
exploring the opportunities to replace / re-develop the pavilion. 
 
Additional considerations 

None.  
 

Youth Club at the pavilion 

Location  

The youth club is run out of the pavilion. 

Relevant history  

N/A. 

Governance and organisation 

The service is funded and managed by the parish council. It is delivered by paid sessional 

workers plus some volunteers / work experience workers.  

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The facility offers:  

• Flood-lit Basketball Court 

• Skate Park 

• Playing Field 

• Pool Table 

• Table Tennis 

• Computers with Internet Access 

• Tuck Shop 

• Coffee Bar / Kitchen 

 

Current uses  
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The youth facility is open for 2 – 3 hours, one evening per week. 55 young people were 

registered as time of writing, with 20 to 30 attendees at an average session.  

The club is open to young people between the ages of 10 and 14. Otherwise, session is not 

targeted at any particular groups.  

The facility can also signpost users to other services e.g. careers advice, mental health 

support. 

The activities on offer are varied and include 

practical aspects like cooking and arts and 

crafts. 

According to stakeholders, there is no youth 

provision in Whitley or Shinfield village, so the 

club also attracts young people from those 

areas. This adds further pressure to the 

service. 

Finance  

Users pay £1 per session, which gives them 

access to all the facilities listed above. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

It is not advertised as the current provision could not cope with greater demand. Many 

stakeholders identified additional youth provision as a priority for investment. 

“There are not enough [youth] workers.” 

Investment / development needs  

See above re. the pavilion. 

Future development opportunities 

See above re. the pavilion. 

Additional considerations 

None. 
 

Chapel Lane preschool 

Location  

The Chapel Lane Pre-School operates from the pavilion on the recreation ground.  

Relevant history  

The preschool was established in 1984.  

Governance and organisation 
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The pre-school is registered as a charity, and employs paid, professional workers, led by a 

qualified teacher. Governance and strategy is overseen by a six-person committee. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

A stakeholder at the preschool described the pavilion as “basically fine” for Chapel Lane’s 

current needs. 

Current uses  

The pre-school is open between 8:45am and 3pm Monday to Friday during term times. Chapel 

Lane has 26 children, aged between 3 and 5, per session. For reasons of space, security and 

safeguarding, the pre-school does not run community events and does not offer use of its 

space for other purposes. 

Finance  

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

Pressure will increase on preschool places in Spencers Wood because of two changes: 

• The growth of the population as noted throughout this report; and  

• Recent legislative changes mean that many families with three and four-year olds are 

now entitled to 30 hours of free childcare per week instead of fifteen hours per week – 

in these cases, one child will take up what were two places. 

A new primary school, with an attached pre-school for 24 children, may be built. However, 

plans for the new school have already been delayed due to a lack of applications.  

Investment / development needs  

The pavilion serves the preschool’s current needs, but any improvement would enable it to 

offer more and improved activities to local children. 

Future development opportunities 

Development opportunities for the preschool is inseparable from questions about the future of 

the pavilion. 

Additional considerations 

Discussion of Chapel Lane must be put in the context of the need for year-round pre-school 
provision. 
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St Michael’s & All Angels Church 

   

Location  

St Michael’s CofE Church is next to the village hall. It covers Spencers Wood and the former 

parish of Grazeley and is part of the Loddon Reach Benefice.  

Relevant history  

The church of St Michael and All Angels was built in 1908 on 

land given by Henry Lannoy-Hunter of Beech Hill who also 

made a substantial contribution to the building costs. It was 

Lannoy-Hunters’ widow who commissioned the construction 

of the village hall.  

The church was dedicated by Francis, Bishop of Oxford on 

Michaelmas Day 1908. In 1913 the ecclesiastical parish of 

Spencers Wood was formed and St Michael's became a 

parish church in its own right. St Michael’s celebrated its 

centenary in 2008.  

Governance and organisation 

The church is run by a ministry team of eight (including a 

churchwarden, assistant churchwarden, events coordinator 

and treasurer), supported by a pool of volunteers. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The physical condition of the church is generally sound. The main physical barrier to further 

use the presence of fixed pews. This limited the potential to use the main space in the church 

for e.g. concerts. The church is currently in the process of seeking funding and permission to 

remove the pews. 

Current uses  
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The church is used for a range of regular church and non-church-related activities, including: 

bring-and-share lunches; the Junction social club; arts and crafts exhibitions and sales; a 

toddlers’ group; and the children's ‘Sunbeams’ Group 

Finance  

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

As with other community facilities, stakeholders expect demand for community-based services 

in the church to increase, especially if the pews can be removed. Expansion of the café, as set 

below, would further increase potential demand. Church officials are also involved in proactive 

activities to increase attendance at services and participation in church-based activities. 

Investment / development needs  

As set out above, the church plans to remove all the pews to allow more flexible use of the 

space, including larger concerts and expansion of the café (see below). This change is subject 

to the Diocesan Advisory Committee which must approve any re-ordering of church space. 

Future development opportunities 

Expansion of the café within the church is the most significant development opportunities. It is 

difficult to make significant physical changes to an historic church. 

Additional considerations 

The church is working on its own Robust Community Plan in parallel with this consultation. A 

clear and compelling plan could release funding from the sale of other churches to be invested 

in Spencer’s Wood.  

Shinfield Parish Council should consider how to align this asset mapping and needs analysis 

can be aligned with the church’s plan. 

As a public body, the parish council cannot fund the practice of religion, or activities that 

actively promote religion. This would preclude investment in Caf’Active as its profits go to the 

church. 

 

Caf’Active at St. Michael’s & All Angels Church  

 
“The community cafe in St Michael’s Church in Spencers Wood has provided a welcome 

meeting point for many people and shows that further developments of this kind would 

enhance the parish.” 

Shinfield Neighbourhood Plan 

Location  

Caf’Active is run from the back of St. Michael’s & All Angels Church. 

Relevant history  
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The café opened in May 2010. As well as providing affordable and healthy food to the local 

community, the café was designed to put the church back at the heart of the community, make 

use of under-utilised space in the church, and raise funds for the maintenance and 

improvement of the building. 

Governance and organisation 

The café is run by a paid manager, supported by a team of volunteers who typically work for a 

morning or afternoon shift of two to three hours per week. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The café includes a mezzanine level, the gallery, which has a 

modular conference table seating up to 24 people and Wi-Fi. 

The gallery is available during café hours and outside café 

hours by arrangement. 

Current uses  

The café is open six days a week, from 9:30am to 2pm, with 

slightly later opening hours on Tuesdays and Saturdays.  

The café serves hot and cold soft drinks alongside cakes, 

sandwiches and hot food dishes, at prices set to be affordable 

for the local community.  

Finance  

The café makes a small profit which it donates to the church to fund building improvements, 

as outlined above. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

To date, the café has been a success. It attracts a clientele beyond the congregation, 

including young parents and pensioners who, in different ways, are looking to ‘get out of the 

house’ and meet over a hot drink and affordable food. This is likely to increase as more 

families and younger households move to the area.  

“It’s the new people who are using the café”. 

Local stakeholder 

Investment / development needs  

The café does not have pressing development needs, as it is a relatively new facility. Instead, 

there are opportunities to expand the use of the café for general use and for events by 

expanding the physical space, after removal pf the pews, and increasing opening hours. 

Future development opportunities 

As set out above, the church is actively looking to expand the café 

Additional considerations 
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Library  

Location  

Spencers Wood library is located 

toward the southern end of the 

settlement.  

Relevant history  

The building was originally opened as 

an infants’ school in 1890 and was 

converted into a library last century. 

Governance and organisation 

The library is owned and run by 

Wokingham Borough Council. 

Physical condition, layout and 

facilities  

The library is accessible to wheelchairs, has an accessible toilet, and offers free wi-fi and 

parking. 

However, a few stakeholders stated that the library was poorly located and would ideally be 

more central to the Spencers Wood. 

“A library in Spencers Wood is a necessity, but the current one is in the wrong place. It’s on 

the edge of the settlement.” 

Current uses  

The library is currently open four days per week, for its core function of loaning books: 

• Monday: 2.30pm - 7pm 

• Tuesday: 2.30pm - 5pm 

• Wednesday: Closed 

• Thursday: 10am - 12.30pm and 2.30pm - 5pm 

• Friday: Closed 

• Saturday: 10am - 12.30pm 

• Sunday: Closed 

The table below sets out the Spencers Wood library activity schedule for January to March 

2018. 

What’s on for Adults 

Crafts and Laughs – Drop in with your crafts and have a laugh.  

Third Thursday in each month 3pm to 4pm  

Knit and Natter - Drop in for knitting and a chat.  
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First Thursday in each month 3pm to 4pm  

Litwits Book Group  

Second Monday in each month, 6pm to 7pm  

Pages in the Wood* - Book Group  

Fourth Monday in each month 6pm to 7pm  

What’s on for Children and Families 

Rhymetime - Rhymes for under 5’s and their parents, Just drop in! Free Event.  

Thursday January 4, February 1, March 1 10.15am to 10.45am  

Storytime - Stories and rhymes for children aged 5 and under. Free  

Monday February 5, March 5 4pm to 4.30pm  

Winnie the Pooh Storytime - Come and celebrate Winnie the Pooh Day with this special 

story and colouring session. For children aged 8 and under.  

Monday January 15 4pm to 4.30pm  

Twisted Fairytales - Come and Celebrate National Storytelling Week and hear some 

twisted fairytales. For children aged 8 and under.  

Monday January 29 4pm to 4.30pm 

 

Finance  

Use of the library is free. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

Unlike many other areas, the use of libraries in Wokingham is growing. This is attributed to a 

deliberate strategy of ensuring that library facilities are flexible and multi-purpose, going 

beyond the traditional library offer. There may be scope to apply to this approach more fully in 

Spencers Wood with a new library facility that is closer to the heart of the community. 

Investment / development needs  

The current building does not have pressing development needs. It is the location of the 

building which some stakeholders feel is limiting its usefulness to the community. 

Future development opportunities 

Additional considerations 

Lambs Lane primary school 
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Location  

Lambs Lane primary, a state school for boys and girls aged 4 – 11 is located on Back Lane in 

Spencers Wood.  

Relevant history  

The school was built in 1908. 

Governance and organisation 

A board of thirteen school governors oversees the administration and strategic direction of the 

school. The school employs paid staff and uses no volunteers. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

While the building is sound, the parking around the school was described as “awful” while 

nearby pavements “don’t exist”. 

Current uses  

The school typically has 225 pupils. It is open between 7:45 to 6m during the week, 

accommodating breakfast and after-schools clubs. 

The advertises hire of its school hall and sports field. The hall currently used for get-fit classes 

on Mondays and Thursdays. The hall is also occasionally used for private parties. 

One limitation is that use of the hall does not include to the kitchen; this must be negotiated 

directly with contract caterers. 

The school also runs a summer holiday club. 

Finance  

Both the school hall and sports field are available for hire. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided  

The school does not currently seek further as it currently “booked out most of the times”. 

Investment / development needs  

The priority for investment would be the surrounding roads and pavements. 

Future development opportunities 

Stakeholders at the school are unclear about the impact that new houses and schools would 

have on their intake. 

Additional considerations 

None. 
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Spring Gardens retirement / supported housing 

 
Location  

The retirement / supported housing development is on the Basingstoke Road in Spencers 

Wood, on the edge of Wokingham district.  

Relevant history  

It was built in 1985. 

Governance and organisation 

The housing is managed by Wokingham Borough Council. 

There are 24-hour resident management staff and a Careline alarm service. The resident 

Scheme Manager visits all tenants daily, Monday to Friday. The tenants and Scheme 

Manager organise regular social events and outings. A professional hairdresser and NHS 

chiropodist visit the scheme weekly.  

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The building has a range of facilities for residents, including: a lounge; dining area; kitchen; 

laundry room; hairdressing salon; guest bedroom; assisted shower room; guest facilities; a 

garden; and a hobbies / meeting room. 

Current uses  

New residents are accepted from 60 years of age. Rooms are rented. 

Weekly social activities include: lunches; dinners; quizzes; and outings organised by warden. 

The scheme also holds a lunch club once a week for tenants and older people from the local 

community. 

Finance  

Finances are the responsibility of Wokingham Borough Council. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided  

Demand for such housing will continue to be high as the overall population lives longer. 

Investment / development needs  

Stakeholders reported no pressing investment needs.  

Future development opportunities 

N/A. 

Additional considerations 

None. 
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Farriers Arms pub 

Location  

The Farriers Arms, which is described on its website as a “traditional village” pub is on the Old 

Basingstoke Road at the northern end of Spencers Wood. 

Relevant history  

The 1881 census records the Farriers Arms as a ‘beer house’ which used to be a blacksmith’s 

(hence the name). A full license was granted in 1918. The pub expanded in the 1970s, after 

taking over two cottages next door, significantly expanding the size of the pub.  

Governance and organisation 

The pub is owned and managed by the brewery. The landlady is on the committee for the 

village hall. 

Physical condition, layout and facilities  

The pub is in good condition – any investment would be a matter for the business. 

Current uses  

The Farriers is the only pub in Spencers Wood and is well used by locals. It is open seven 

days per week.  

The pub staff help to organise and run the Spencers Wood carnival and run charity night for 

local causes. 

Finance  

The landlady described the pub as “pretty busy” at all times, and the arrival of new residents 

should be “good for business”. 

Current and future demand for the services / activities provided   

See above. 

Investment / development needs  

As above, any investment would be a matter for the business. 

Future development opportunities 

As above, any investment would be a matter for the business 

Additional considerations 

None. 
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Community infrastructure gaps and needs 
Through the desk research and stakeholder interviews we developed a long list of 

community infrastructure gaps and needs which might benefit from future investment and 

development.  

We describe the items on this long list below. In the next stage of our work, as detailed in the 

subsequent chapter, we consulted with the wider community to prioritise and explore how we 

might address these needs. 

Pre-school provision is unlikely to meet future demand  

The existing provision of preschool activity is unlikely to meet future demand because of two 

factors: the absolute population growth in and around Shinfield parish; and changes to 

families’ access to free pre-school provision. Many working families are now eligible for 30 

hours of free childcare, double the previous limit of 15 hours.  

Stakeholders described a situation in which the existing nurseries in and around Shinfield 

parish were already at or around full capacity. 

“Gaps? After-school, pre-school. The nurseries are full”. 

Out-of-school hours youth provision is currently insufficient  
There is insufficient out-of-school hour youth provision in Spencers Wood, before school starts 

and at the end of the day. The youth club run out of the pavilion is the only such out-of-school 

provision in the area (other than scouts, guides and church groups) for young people aged 

between 10 and 14. There is no provision for the young people over 14.   

“You need to meet the needs of older people and younger people, the people at both ends.” 

No access to homework classes  

As well as the wider concern about the lack of structured youth provision, we also heard a 

concern about the absence of homework classes in Spencers Wood. While all children can 

benefit from these types of classes, lower-income pupils would benefit in particular as they 

might otherwise lack the space, structure and support to complete to study at home. 

Access to the library is limited  

While the stakeholders we engaged spoke of the importance of retaining a library function in 

Spencers Wood, we also heard some concerns that the existing facility: is too small; has few 

parking spaces; and keeps opening hours that some resident found confusing.  

“Spencers Wood needs a better library. The current one is too small”. 

Access to IT and internet is limited  

Linked to the concern about the current library facility, stakeholders also expressed a concern 

that especially older residents and lower-incomes households in particular did not have easy 

access to IT facilities and high-speed internet access. This closed off many opportunities, 

including the ability to write CVs and apply for jobs and, more for older residents, keep in 

touch with friends and family online. 
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“Spencers Wood needs places where people can sit quietly and do computer work, for people 

who can’t get their own laptops.” 

Adult education  

Further linked to the concerns about library and IT access was a general concern that there 

was insufficient support for adults who wanted to improve their skills and continue their 

education, either for career purposes or more generally for personal development and 

wellbeing. 

“There is no provision for adult education locally.” 

There are few supported facilities for older residents 

Demographically, Shinfield parish has a higher than average proportion of older people. As in 

many other places loneliness is thought to be a problem and it seems likely that this may be a 

hidden problem in this area. According to the Neighbourhood Plan, many family dwellings in 

public ownership are occupied by elderly people who would prefer single accommodation or 

bungalow-style properties but do not wish to leave the estate. The provision of additional 

single dwellings here would release much-needed three - and four-bedroom homes.  

“Loneliness amongst older people is an issue.” 

Poor quality walkways / pathways  

Some stakeholders highlighted the poor condition of footpaths in and out of Spencers Wood. 

They were concerned that pathways were: so narrow as to be unnavigable for people with 

prams or using wheelchairs; poorly signposted; poorly maintained. This was true in the 

summer months, when foliage grows more quickly, and in other months when they become 

wet and muddy. Overall, this discourages walking and makes residents more likely to use cars 

to get around.  

“I like to keep the family active and spend time outdoors, but pathways are too narrow if you 

have a pram or are walking with children, so people end up driving instead of walking”. 

Insufficient space for community groups 
Local community groups are an important part of the Spencers Wood. We heard from some of 

those involved that the space available to these associations is a premium in the area. This 

limits the ability of groups to, for example, to host events to engage more residents and store 

its equipment in safety. 

“[The area] needs a community room or space, to store records, with computer access”. 

Decreasing access to sports and recreation  

Some stakeholders were concerned that access to sports and recreation was becoming 

increasingly limited due to: the general growth of the population; and more specifically the 

fencing-off of some local green spaces to prevent dog fouling.  

“We need informal spaces, places where teenagers can play football.” 

“There is no flat green space where families can just go and play, other than the rec ground, 

but that suffers from over use.” 
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Need for exercise and keep fit activities  

Linked to the concern about access to sports and recreation, some stakeholders expressed a 

particular concern that residents need more access to a range of exercise and keep fit 

activities. This manifested itself in different ways for different residents. Young people might 

be kept at home by their parents, for example, leading to ill health and obesity. Whereas older 

people may suffer mental and physical side effects. These stakeholders often felt that more 

could be done to encourage use of the outdoor gym on the recreation ground. 
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Consultation findings 
On completion of the desk review and interviews, we were able to take a long list of 

community needs to community consultation. 

We did this through an online survey and a consultation day. 

Online survey  
The Parish Council invited residents to express their views via an online survey. The survey 

was put on the council website on 3rd May. 

The survey, which was designed and managed by Locality, covered the respondents’ view on 

the following seven areas: 

1. Use of community facilities.  

2. Current involvement in groups and activities. 

3. Potential involvement in groups and activities. 

4. How far current community facilities meet the needs of the respondent. 

5. How far current community facilities meet the needs of the wider community now. 

6. How far current community facilities will meet the needs of the community in future. 

7. Priority infrastructure improvements. 

These were followed by a few demographic questions covering age, whether the respondent 

had dependent children and, if so, the age of the youngest / oldest child(ren). 

The full script is set out at Annex 2. 

Who responded  

As of midday 4th June, there were 72 responses. 

The responses were spread across the age ranges, with 35 – 44 and 45 – 54 jointly 

registering the most response.  
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Just under 4 in 10 respondents (38.9%) of respondents had dependent children.  

 

  

 

The most common age of the oldest child was 13. The most common age of the youngest 

child was 7.  

Which of the following community facilities in Spencers Wood do you currently use? 

In response to question 1, we offered a list of eight community facilities on a scale of use 

(daily; weekly; monthly; a few times per year; never) and an optional ‘Other’ text box. 

The facilities that were most likely to be used daily were: 

• Lambs Lane school (8.3%)  

• Recreation ground (6.9%)  

The facilities that were most likely to be used weekly were: 

• Library (15.2%)  

• Village Hall (12.5%)  

• Recreation ground (11.1%)  

The facilities that were most likely to be used monthly were:  

• Recreation ground (25.0%) 

• Library (13.8%) 

The facilities that were most likely to be used a few times per year were:  

• Village Hall (31.9%) 

• Caf’Active (30.6%) 
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The facilities that were most likely to be never used were:  

• Chapel Lane pre-school (73.6%) 

• Lambs Lane primary school (65.3%) 

• Pavilion (58.3%)  

• St Michael’s & All Angels Church (44.4%) 

Which community groups and activities in Spencers Wood are you actively involved in 

now? 
There were 32 responses to this question. Of those respondents, the most commonly used 

groups and activities were:  

• Sports and recreation facilities (37.5%)  

• Caf’Active / Keeping the area clean and green (= 31.3%) 

• Local church (18.8%)  

• Local history (6.3%) 

The rest received <5% responses.  

Which community groups and activities in Spencers Wood are you interested in being 

involved in? 
There were 48 responses to this question, with one answer generating significantly more than 

the rest: 

• Keeping the area clean and green (66.7%) 

• Sports and recreation (27.1%) 

• Adult education (22.9%) 

• Caf’Active (20.8%) 

The rest received <10% responses. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in 

Spencers Wood meet my needs". 1 = Agree completely. 5 = Disagree completely.  

There were 71 responses to this question.  

There was a spread of responses, with more respondents choosing to neither agree nor 

disagree. Slightly more responses disagreed than agreed overall that existing facilities meet 

their individual needs.  
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To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in 

Spencers Wood meet the general needs of the community". 1 = Agree completely. 5 = 

Disagree completely. 

There were 71 responses to this question. 

Respondents were more likely to disagree with this statement. Almost half (43.4%) either 

disagreed or disagreed completely. Just over a fifth (21.7%) agree or agreed completely. 
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To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in 

Spencers Wood will meet the needs of the community in future." 

There were 71 responses to this question. 

71.9% of respondents disagreed with this statement. The option with the greatest number 

of responses was strongly disagree (43.7% of the total). 

 

Please select from the list below the services and infrastructure in Spencers Wood which 

you would like to see improved over the next few years. 

All 72 respondents answered this question. Respondents were able to select their top three 

priorities from the long list of 11 needs, as identified though the desk research and stakeholder 

interviews. Taking all the votes into account shows the following order of priorities: 

• Walkways and pathways (77.8%)  

• Sports and recreation (56.9%) 

• Keep fit (48.6%) 

• Older people support (45.8) 

• Library access / facilities (43.1%) 

• Youth work (38.9%) 

• Better spaces for voluntary and community groups (36.1%) 

• Access to IT / the Internet (31.9%) 

• Pre-school provision / nurseries (27.8%) 

• Adult education (23.6%) 

• Homework classes (8.3%)  
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Community consultation day  

Locality organised and facilitated a community consultation on Wednesday 23rd May. The 

venue was Caf’Active at the centre of Spencers Wood. The day involved:  

• A drop-in between 9:30am and 2pm.  

• Two facilitated session between 4pm and 6pm and then again between 7pm and 9pm.  

For the drop-in session, one member of the Locality team invited residents to complete post-it 

notes to record their overall views on community facilities in Spencers Wood. 

The purpose of the facilitated sessions, which were co-facilitated by two members of the 

Locality team, was to:  

• Gather residents’ views on community assets; 

• Prioritise the long list of needs; and 

• Develop ideas and opportunities to address those needs.  

15 people contributed their views at the drop-in. 19 people attended the first session. 5 people 

dropped in between sessions. 32 attended all of part of the second session. Some people also 

visited the drop-in and came to one of the sessions.  

Overall, around 70 residents took part on the day in some form. 

Assets  

During the drop-in and through the first part of facilitated sessions, we gathered views on what 

made Spencers Wood a special place to live. 

Overall, people were very positive about the many things that made Spencers Wood a 

friendly, pleasant and enjoyable place to live. Common reflections were: 

• Sense of community – Spencers Wood was felt to be a warm and friendly place, with 

committed individuals who created opportunities for the community to come together 

around different interests. 

• Annual carnival – one way in which the community came together was through the 

annual summer carnival. This was a chance for different parts of the community to 

have fun, make friends, and find out what is happening in the local community. 

• Valued meeting places like the Village Hall and Caf’Active. These were felt to be 

essential bases for people to come together, on a more regular basis than events, to 

take part in activities. They were particularly important for residents who might 

otherwise be isolated or, in the case of the café, be able to afford to eat out of the 

house 

• Local groups like the allotment society and history society. These groups acted as a 

glue for the local community, providing opportunities to get involved in local activities, 

and helping to maintain a sense of local identity. 

Prioritising investment in future  

For the main part of each session, we gave each participant nine sticky stars and invited them 

to distribute their stars against their priorities for investment in future.  
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Participants could distribute the stars as they saw fit. For example, they could place all nine 

stars against one need, if that was their over-riding priority. Or they could distribute one star 

each to a range of nine issues. 

Each of the 11 long-list of needs (the same as listed in the survey) were attached to the 

walls. Participants could also add their own themes to some blank sheets. Suggestions from 

participants are shown below in [square brackets], as are additions to existing themes. 

In total, participants were able to place their stars against 19 needs. The allocation of stars 

is set out in the table below. 

Issue Number of stars 

[Green spaces] 74 

Spaces for community groups  57 

Walkways / pathways / [cycleways]  47 

Library facilities  43 

Sports and recreation [and swimming pool] 40 

Older people support  36  

Youth work  30 

[Accessible public transport] 21 

[Mental health support] 17 

IT and internet  16 

Keep fit  12 

Pre-school / nurseries  10  

Adult education  9 

[Doctor’s surgery] 9 

[Shops and cafes]  8 

[Art facilities]  6  

[Annual carnival] 5 

[Structured parking]  4  

Homework classes / [after-school clubs] 4 
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The allocation of stars to the highest priorities reflected the generally shared ambition for 

Spencers Wood that emerged from the consultation. 

People in Spencers Wood values the existing green spaces in the village, including the 

recreation ground, and look forward to the opportunities created by the suitable alternative 

natural green spaces (SANGs) through new developments. They want the green spaces in the 

village to be well-maintained and open to the public to use at different times and for different 

purposes, from organised sports to casual strolling.  

Given the importance of local associations, local people want Spencers Wood societies to 

have access to high-quality and appropriate spaces. This includes office space, including 

space for the car service, storage for equipment, and provision for archive materials.  

Walkways and pathway are important for enabling local people to explore their village and 

enjoy the facilities and spaces on offer. People in Spencers Wood are proud of what the 

village has to offer and want everyone to be able to get around quickly and easily. High-quality 

walkways and pathways should also help deal with problems like social isolation and obesity, 

if people can more easily get out of the house. 

Library facilities are important to village life and provide important services to local people, 

such as access to the internet for older residents and job information for people looking for 

work. The current facility’s opening hours and limited parking create accessibility problems for 

some residents. There is scope in Spencers Wood for delivering an updated library offer. 

Finally, alongside quality green spaces, people in Spencers Wood also want access to 

sports and recreation for all parts of the community. Flexible, high-quality facilities should 

create opportunities for people to take part in organised sports and keep-fit and exercise 

programmes.  

Opportunities  
Re-developing the pavilion 

There is a huge opportunity to re-develop the pavilion as a hub for new and improved 

community facilities in Spencers Wood.  

There is agreement that the current building is approaching the end of its life, that a proportion 

of CIL could be used to develop a new pavilion; and that the new space could help address 

the gaps in community infrastructure identified above.  

Specifically, the new pavilion could house:  

• Continuation of pre-school provision at least as its current level;  

• Improved and dedicated office space for use by the car service and others;  

• A modernised library facility including an IT suite; and  

• A base for the youth service. 

A new pavilion could be built in two storeys to accommodate these services and preserve the 

amount of green space on the recreation ground. 
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Future of the library service 

Residents want to maintain a library service in Spencers Wood, although there is range of 

views on the accessibility of the current library facility.  

The Parish should explore with Wokingham Borough Council how to deliver a modernised 

library service in light of new developments in Spencers Wood. 

New office space for local community groups 

Given the importance of local groups to the quality of life of sense of community in Spencers 

Wood, it is important that they have access to appropriate office space.  

The re-developed pavilion should include a dedicated space for local community groups, with 

appropriate facilities such as safe storage space, fast and reliable internet access and a 

meeting space. 

New outreach-based youth service  

There is support for more structured activities with young people in Spencers Wood. 

While the new pavilion can provide a base for provision in future, the new youth service should 

not be structured around a single space, especially one that tries to cater for different ages. 

Investment in a new youth service should be focused on: outreach to young people where 

they are; and working with local partners to link young people with existing and new facilities 

and services in and around Spencers Wood.  

Potential investment in the Village Hall  
The Village Hall is an important facility and focal point for many residents. There is an 

opportunity to further strengthen its role at the heart of the local community by improving and 

modernising the space through:  

• Installation of a new roof;  

• Create a larger and more flexible multi-functional main hall space by removing the 

stage and installing dividers;  

• Updating basic facilities including heating and lighting; and  

• Refurbishing the rear extension of the building to create a separate entrance, allowing 

for different simultaneous uses without disturbance. 

The Village Hall is owned by the people of Spencers Wood and managed on a day-to-day 

basis by the management committee. This contrasts with the pavilion, for example, which is 

owned and managed directly by the Parish Council.  

To protect the value of its investment, it would be prudent for the Parish Council and Village 

Hall management committee to sign an agreement, specifying that, for example, improved 

facilities would continue to be used for the benefit of the whole community. 

Community enterprise  

The most effective way for the Parish Council to invest CIL money is through local community 

enterprises. This will keep investment in the area, further strengthen local voluntary and 

community infrastructure, and mean that investment is more likely to be sustainable. 
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The Parish Council should explore how, for example, community enterprise can help run the 

youth and library services. 

“Activities and events are most robust and sustainable when the community sets them up, 

manages and supports them.” 

Maintaining the amount of quality green space 

Access to good quality, well-maintained open green space within Spencers Wood is a priority 

for many residents. They want places that are free and open to use, for organised activities 

and for generally using to play and relax.  

The recreation ground is a particularly important space for residents. 

The Parish should look to ensure that the same amount of green space is open to residents 

on and around the recreation ground following re-development of the pavilion. 

Sequencing of developments to minimise disruption  
Experience shows temporary disruption to a service can have negative impacts for users and 

the sustainability of the enterprise e.g. users might not return if they have found a venue or 

provider. 

The Parish Council should work closely with service providers to ensure that there is minimum 

disruption, during re-development of the pavilion in particular, support local providers to find 

alternatives locations. 
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Annex 1: Community assets around Spencers Wood  
This asset mapping is focused on Spencers Wood. However, to place the analysis in context, 

we also provide a summary of community facilities in the four nearest significant settlements: 

• Shinfield village  

o St Mary’s Church Hall 

o Shinfield View Care Home 

o Shinfield Parish Hall 

o New Shinfield Community Centre 

o Honeysuckle day nursery 

o Shinfield Infant School 

o St. Mary’s Junior School 

o Scout hut 

 

• Ryeish Green  

o Sports hall and pitches 

o Oakbank Free Secondary School  

 

• Three Mile Cross  

o Bowls Club  

o South Reading Church Centre  

o Swan Inn 

 

• Grazeley 

o Grazeley Village Hall 

It should be noted that facilities which may appear geographically close to Spencers Wood 

may not be accessible to many residents of the area due to poor transport infrastructure and 

other factors e.g. limited mobility of individuals.  

Shinfield village  
  
Shinfield village is two miles from Spencers Wood. There is currently no public transport 

connecting the two villages, but this will change by 2022.  

St Mary’s Church Hall  

St Mary’s Church is in Church Lane, slightly to the west of the centre of Shinfield village. 

There has been a church on the site since the 11th century. In 2005 Shinfield became part of 

the United Benefice of Loddon Reach, covering the parishes of Beech Hill, Shinfield, Spencers 

Wood with Grazeley, and Swallowfield with Farley Hill and Riseley. 

The church pays for a cleaner but general maintenance and development is the responsibility 
of volunteers. The hall is big enough for 70 at a sit-down meal or 90 for a buffet, with access to 
fully-fitted kitchen including a fridge, double oven and sink. There is a secure outside area and 
three toilets. 
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The church hall is available for regular hire or for one-off use. The venue is popular for 

children’s events, because it is not too big, so children can be kept an eye on, and it has a 

secure green outside space.  

The hall is in use every day, for a wide range uses and activities including:  
 

• Ballet- tap- and Morris-dancing classes  

• Elderly exercise classes  

• Rainbows, guides and brownies  

• Toddler groups  

• Kids’ sing-along  

• Children’s parties, including post-baptism parties  

• Some parties for adults  
 
In relation to the church, the space is also used for: 

 

• Post-services coffee and church gatherings  

• The benefice office  

• Receipt of the benefice newsletter – 5,000 copies, ten time per year 
 

A key stakeholder at this facility described it as being currently at capacity. Demand is already 

out-stripping the venue’s ability to offer space at certain times. This is likely to increase further 

in future. 

The church has several plans / ambitions for the next 5 – 10 years: 
 

• Widening the pathway to make it more accessible  

• Changing one of the toilets to make it fully accessible  

• Addressing the leaks in the roof  

• Updating and upgrading the kitchen  
 

The church is actively considering ways to deliver the improvements described above. 

Shinfield View Care Home  

This is a 66-bed care home is adjacent to the Parish Council offices. The service was first 

registered with the Care Quality Commission in 2016. The care home is run by Shinfield 

Lodge Care Limited.  

Shinfield View Care Home is a care home without nursing that provides a service to up to 66 

people, some of whom may be living with dementia. They are also able to provide a service to 

people with physical disabilities and/or a sensory impairment. The accommodation is arranged 

over two floors, with lift access to each floor.  

In line with the aim of becoming “as much a part of the community as the local school, shop 

and pub”, the home has organised residents’ visits to Shinfield Rangers Football Club and 

Three Miles Bowling Club. Residents’ fees vary, depending on the chosen package of support. 

Demand for care home spaces will continue to be high as the overall population lives longer. 

Future development would be a decision for the Shinfield Lodge Care Ltd. There may be 

scope to use space and facilities within Shinfield View for community events – but this would 

have limited impact on / relevance to residents of Spencers Wood.  
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Shinfield Parish Hall  

The Parish Hall is on School Green in Shinfield village. It was significantly refurbished in 2017 
and is now the most up-to-date facility in the area. The hall is owned and managed by the 
Parish Council. 
 
As well as council offices, the hall contains a room which can hold up to 100 people. The 

building is accessible; there is disabled access via a ramp at the front of the entrance, no 

stairs inside the building, and an accessible toilet. The building also contains baby-changing 

facilities and a fully equipped kitchen. There is free local car parking adjacent to the hall. 

As well as the offices of the parish council, the building hosts regular community activities 
such as yoga classes and community consultation events. 
 
As a result of the closure, some regular users found alternative premises for their activities 
and have not returned. The Parish Council is trying to rectify this by finding new users.  

Non-local residents and business are charged different rates, depending on what is required 
and the regularity of booking. 

Current use has been affected by the temporary closure of the building. Future use of the 

building will be determined to a great extent by the scale of re-development and intended 

future use of the new Shinfield Community Centre. This is detailed below. 

New Shinfield Community Centre  

The new Shinfield Community Centre will be built on the old British Legion site, next to the  
current Parish Hall. The British Legion closed in September 2013. The new facility will be 

owned by the parish council. 

This will be a 560m2 building, most likely with two storeys, with two separate but joinable halls, 

meetings rooms, a café and other facilities. The new building is expected to open in spring 

2020.  

The Parish Council has already secured £2.3m funding for the re-development expects to 

proceed with planning applications late summer. The centre is likely to incorporate a large hall, 

meeting rooms and new offices for the parish council. 

There may be scope for further expansion of the site “if demand for further space was deemed 

necessary by way of demolishing and rebuilding the existing parish hall to make way for an 

extension to the new building.”8  

Honeysuckle day nursery  

The nursery is on Church Lane in Shinfield village, on the edge of Reading and with access to 

major commuter routes. Honeysuckle Day Nursery Limited registered as provider in 2013. 

                                                

 

8 https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/competitions-landing-page/shinfield-
community-centre  

https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/competitions-landing-page/shinfield-community-centre
https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/competitions-landing-page/shinfield-community-centre
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The nursery is managed by a team of four people (Manager; Deputy Manager and Senco; 

Deputy Manager and Lead Safeguard Practitioner; and Third in Charge and Lead Language 

Practitioner). 

The service is owned privately by Honeysuckle Day Nursery Limited. As well as the nursery 

space, Honeysuckle has: an upstairs baby room with a sleep space and sensory area; a 

toddlers’ space; and a ground-floor preschool area with a garden and play room. 

The nursery has places for 48 children. The nursery is open 7.30am – 6.00pm from Monday to 

Friday throughout the year (excluding Christmas). 

The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education to children aged two, 

three and four years. The nursery is current well used. As a new facility, there are no pressing 

investment needs. 

Shinfield Infant & Nursery School  

Shinfield Infant & Nursery School is on School Green, Shinfield village. The school is linked 

with Shinfield St. Mary’s C.E. Junior School. 

The school was founded in 1707. It is managed by the Head and senior management team 

Strategic direction and governance is the responsibility of the Board of Governors. 

The school is a community primary school, with around 300 pupils aged between 3 and 7. It 

aims to be part of the Shinfield community through:  

• “Enrichment activities in and out of school hours” 

• After school and breakfast clubs. 

• A History Room that is used by pupils and is open to the public by appointment. 

• Participation in local activities such as the Shinfield May Day Run. 

The breakfast club is open runs every day from 7:30 until school starts. The Cool and Crazy 

after school club is run for school-aged children (not Nursery) and Shinfield St Mary’s CE 

Junior School. The club is run by a committee consisting of parents and staff from both 

Shinfield schools. They employ a supervisor, 2 deputies, play-workers employed to maintain 

ratio and 4 walkers, who are responsible for the day to day running of the club. 

Residential development across Shinfield means there will continue to be high demand for 

school places. 

St. Mary’s Junior School  

St Mary’s Church of England junior school is found on Chestnut Crescent, Shinfield village. 

It is a voluntary aided school and in a recent Ofsted inspection the school was rated as "good" 

The school had around 250 pupils, aged 7 to 11, boys and girls. St Mary’s is a voluntary-aided 

school. 

The school aims to “forge strong links with our families and the wider community and we 

endeavour to offer an educational experience which will prepare our children to thrive in the 

changing world in which we live.” 
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Scout hut  

The 1st Shinfield Scout Headquarters is on Hyde End Road in Shinfield village. It is the base 

for beavers, cubs, and scouts. The beavers and cubs meet for evenings per week at the hut 

and the scouts once per week. 

Ryeish Green  

Sports hub and pitches  

The sports hub and pitches are on Hyde End Road, next to Oakbank secondary school.  

 
In 2010, WBC closed Ryeish Green sports hall as it did not generate enough income to be 

viable. 

In 2012, Oakbank School opened on the site of the former Ryeish Green School. WBC 

retained ownership of the 1.5HA portion of land on which the former sports hall and music 

block stood and a further 4.83HA of playing pitches. The original plan was to use the land for 

housing. 

In 2013, WBC’s Executive decided to use all the former Ryeish Green School land to develop 

a sports hub instead of new housing. This was in line with WBC’s Open Spaces, Sport and 

Recreation Strategy which identified the need for outdoor sports facilities, and football pitches 

in that part of the borough. 

The site is owned by Wokingham Borough Council and Shinfield Parish Council. Discussions 

are currently taking place for the parish to pass their ownership of the site to WBC in return for 

an alternative site in Shinfield.  

The site is the process of being developed. A new sports hub will be opened in summer 2018. 

The pitches are home to Shinfield Rangers FC and Spencers Wood FC. Wokingham Borough 

Council have funded significant improvements in recent years, including the development of a 

new 3G pitch. The new grass and 3G pitches were opened in early 2018. The sports centre, 

changing rooms and club room are scheduled to open in late summer 2018. 

While the sports hub will offer high-quality facilities, the redevelopment of the site has led to 

the loss of open and free-to-use green space for the wider community. This loss was raised by 

several stakeholders. 

WBC are in the process of a significant programme of investment in the site. The new facilities 

should find sufficient demand from newer / younger households, looking for gym facilities for 

themselves and their children.  

WBC now plans to use £1.93m in funding to: upgrade the existing grass pitches through 

improved drainage; construct a new multi-sport artificial turf pitch with floodlights; refurbish the 

sports hall; and build a new gym, changing rooms and car parking.  

Oakbank Free Secondary School 

Oakbank secondary is on Hyde End Lane, close to the A33. The school’s catchment area 

covers Spencers Wood. 

The school opened in 2012 as a free school on the site of the former Ryeish Green School. It 

was founded by the West of Wokingham Parent Group whose “inspiration was to have a 
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community-based school providing a first-rate educational experience for not only their own 

children but for all children in the local community”. 

The school is non-faith based. As a free school, it is funded directly by central government, 

run separately from the local authority and inspected by Ofsted. The school is run by paid staff 

with not no volunteers. The school is new and has modern facilities for a secondary school.  

The schools “strives to provide excellent local secondary education as well as a centre for 

wider community activities”. However, according to a local stakeholder, the school must turn 

down requests to use its facilities because they do not meet users’ requirements. For 

example, the sports hall is not big enough for adult sports teams, the outside fields are not 

flood-lit and facilities like the kiln and drama studio are fit only for school purposes. 

Oakbank is relatively small for a secondary, with 480 students between the ages of 11 and 16, 

although it is expected to grow in future as it becomes more established. 

 

Three Mile Cross  

Three Mile Cross Bowls Club  

Three Mile Cross Bowls Club is a lawn green bowling club. The club was formed in 1938, 

making 2018 its 80th year in operation. It is run exclusively by volunteers.  

The club has a licensed bar and a small kitchen. The car park is large but was described by 

one stakeholder as “a bog”. The toilets are accessible only by leaving the main building and 

skirting the changing rooms. The hall can accommodate 60 people sitting down. 

The club is open most days between the middle of April to the end of September, subject to 

the number of games to be played. The green is high quality, so it is also used for regional 

competitions. The facility is very rarely used out of season – it is effectively “dormant for six 

months of the year”. 

The club has around 100 members and continues to grow steadily. Most members join to play, 

but the club also has a number of ‘social members’. In recent years, the club has bucked the 

national trend by recruiting new bowlers. 

The car park is often flooded / waterlogged, being described as a “bog”. This may have been 

the result of a nearby housing development. Hard footing is needed to resolve this, but this 

has not been costed. 

There is scope to use the hall for more activities, especially out of season. However, 

according to one stakeholder, “people don’t know it exists”. While the club could be used for a 

wider range of activities, especially out of seasons, its location means it is unlikely to be used 

heavily by Spencers Wood residents. 

 

South Reading Church Centre  

Located in Three Mile Cross next to the bowls club, this is an independent church that 

operates the Vine Christian school during the daytime. Most uses of the centre are for church 

activities (Christian youth groups; men’s breakfast and message; and ‘mothers and others’ 
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meetings). There are limited possibilities for community use, and some non-church groups 

meet in their hall.  

 

 

The Swan Inn 

The Swan Inn is on the Basingstoke Road. It is thought to have been built in the early 1600s 

as three timber-framed artisans cottages. Later that century, the dwellings were turned into 

“ale house” known as "The Globe Inn". It has been a public house, under various names, ever 

since. 

The pub is privately owned and in good condition – any investment would be a matter for the 

business. The pub has a beer garden, barbecue facilities, a heated patio and a large car park, 

with a portable wheelchair access ramp. The pub is home to a wide range of local groups and 

clubs, including:  

• Various car and motorcycle clubs 

• Balloonists / Clay Pigeon Shooting Association  

• Knitta Knatta group  

• Various community Dog Clubs 

The pub is open seven days per week and is generally well used, helped by its relatively 

close proximity to the Madjeski Stadium. 

Grazeley  

Grazeley Village Hall  

The hall is on Grazeley village green, adjacent to Grazeley parochial primary school. The hall, 

originally known as the ‘village memorial hall’, was opened in 1956.  

The main hall space is 1550 ft² / 140 m², with a 16ft / 4.9m ceiling. The floor is woodblock, with 

a full-size badminton court. Staging is available on request. A smaller side room is 265 ft² / 24 

m². The building also includes a fitted kitchen, cooker, fridge, hot/cold water, water urns, 

kettles and teapots. There is an access ramp at the north entrance and an accessible toilet.  

The hall is used by a range of clubs and societies. Regular users include:  

• “Aqua Doggies” dog obedience classes - Mondays, 10am - 12 noon. Fridays 6 - 9pm. 

• Grazeley Badminton Club - Monday evenings, 8 - 10pm. 

• Loddon Vale Model Railway Club - Tuesday evenings, 7 - 10pm. 

• TOP Dog Training Club - Thursdays from 7.00p 

The hall also hosts a monthly car boot sale.  
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Annex 2: List of interviewees  
Daphne Mullins Spencers Wood Village Hall 

Management Committee 

Dawn Walker Spencers Wood Village Hall 

Management Committee 

Jane Watkins St Marys Church Hall 

the Revd Paul Willis Loddon Reach Benefice 

Debbie Johnson-Waite Caf'Active  

Eddie Brown Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group 

Phil Green St Michael’s Church 

Elaine Butler Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group / 

Wokingham District Veteran Trees 

Association 

Katie Harber  Chapel Lane Pre-School 

Sharon Finn Lambs Lane Primary School 

Keith Mconaghy  Oakbank Secondary Free School 

Eileen Allen  Three Mile Cross Bowls Club 

Stevie Horton Shinfield Voluntary Car Service 

Jo Haskins Youth Support Team 

Mark Redfearn  Wokingham Borough Council 

Karen Polson Farriers Arms public house 

Ian Young  Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group 

Patricia Green Shinfield Parish Volunteer Group 

Nathan Hunt Shinfield Baptist Church 

Stephanie Woods / Richard 

Alexander 

Spencers Wood Library 

Chris Young St Michael's Church  
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Irene Tomkins Manager, Spring Garden lunch club 

Cllr Ian Clarke  Shinfield Parish Council 

Amanda Tanner Shinfield View Care Home 
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Annex 3: Interview script  
Name:  

Role:  

Date:  

Interviewer:  

Additional notes:  

Preamble  

Thanks for making time for this interview.  

The purpose of the call is to get your views on the existing community assets in and around 

Spencer’s Wood, and where there are gaps that could be addressed in future.  

It is part of a piece of research that Locality is delivering on behalf of Shinfield Parish Council. 

As per Councillor Peter Hughes’ email, the parish council is open-minded about what 

infrastructure might be needed to meet the needs of current and future residents in Spencer’s 

Wood. 

The parish council know who we are talking to, but we won’t be attributing views to individuals, 

or reporting back on what particular people have said – so feel free to be open. 

Do you have any questions before we get started? 

About you  

1. Can you tell me a bit more about your role and [name of the organisation]? 

 

2. How involved have you been so far in discussions about community provision in 

Spencer’s Wood?  

 

Your asset  

3. What kind of service does [your organisation] deliver?  

 

4. What is the level of demand – are you to meet that demand? 

 

5. How do you deliver the service? Volunteers or paid staff?  

 

6. What investment do you think is needed in your building / infrastructure? 
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Wider provision and need  

7. Thinking about Spencer’s Wood as a whole, what kind of gaps do you think there are 

in terms of community provision?  

 

8. What kind of investment or development would meet that need?  

 

9. How might that need be affected by the arrival of new residents in the area and the 

changing population?  

 

Further research  

 

10. Are there other people in your organisation who we might consider interviewing?  

 

11. Do you have any questions, or is there anything we haven’t covered that you wanted to 

raise?  

 

Next steps and close 

We will complete the remaining interviews, then go out to a wider group with a survey and 

hold a public consultation event in May. We will then finalise our findings.  

Thank you again for your time. 
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Annex 4: Survey script  
This survey is part of a research project commissioned by Shinfield Parish Council and 

delivered by Locality, the national membership network supporting local community 

organisations to be strong and successful. The research will consider what facilities will be 

required to meet the needs of the growing community in Spencers Wood. 

The survey should take a maximum 10 minutes to complete. You can skip questions if you do 

not have an opinion, but we urge you to answer as many as possible. 

Your responses will be used by Shinfield Parish Council and Locality for research purposes 

and will not be shared with anyone else. 

Which of the following community facilities in Spencers Wood do you currently use? 

Every day Every week Every month A few times per year Never 

Village hall      

Pavilion      

Recreation ground      

St Michael's & All Angels Church      

Caf'Active      

Spencers Wood library      

Lambs Lane primary school      

Chapel Lane pre-school      

Village hall      

Pavilion      

Recreation ground      

St Michael's & All Angels Church      

Caf'Active      

Spencers Wood library      

Lambs Lane primary school      

Chapel Lane pre-school      

Other (please specify) 

Which community groups and activities in Spencers Wood are you actively involved in now? 

Local church 
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Local history 

Volunteer car service 

Caf'Active 

Sports and recreation e.g. football club, cricket 

Keeping the area clean and green 

Adult education 

Other: 

Which community groups and activities in Spencers Wood are you interested in being involved 

in? 

Local church 

Local history 

Car service 

Caf'Active 

Sports and recreation e.g. football club, cricket 

Keeping the area clean and green 

Adult education 

Other: 

To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in Spencers 

Wood meet my needs". 

1 = Agree completely 

2 

3 

4 

5 = Disagree completely 

To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in Spencers 

Wood meet the general needs of the community". 

1 = Agree completely 

2 

3 

4 
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5 = Disagree completely 

To what extent do you agree or disagree that: "The existing community facilities in Spencers 

Wood will meet the needs of the community in future." 

1 = Agree completely 

2 

3 

4 

5 = Disagree completely 

Please select from the list below the services and infrastructure in Spencers Wood which you 

would like to see improved over the next few years. 

Pre-school provision / nurseries 

Youth work 

Library access / facilities 

Access to IT / the internet 

Sports and recreation 

Older people support 

Adult education 

Keep fit 

Homework classes 

Better space for voluntary and community groups 

Walkways and pathways 

Other: 

What is your age? 

15 - 25 

25 - 34 

35 - 44 

45 - 54 

55 - 64 

65 - 74 
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75+ 

Rather not say 

Do you have dependent children? 

Yes 

No 

Rather not say 

What age is your oldest child? 

What age is your youngest child? 
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Annex 5: Detailed agenda for the consultation day 
Locality is running two public consultation events in Spencers Wood on Wednesday 23rd May 

as part of the community asset mapping work it is delivering on behalf of Shinfield Parish 

Council. Each event will follow the same agenda and script set out in this document.  

Objectives 

The events have three connected objectives: 

• To give residents of Spencers Wood an opportunity to give their views on the emerging 

findings from the community asset mapping exercise being conducted by Locality. 

• To generate further insights into the identification of needs and opportunities. 

• To develop some specific opportunities with residents. 

To achieve these objectives, each event will be:  

• Interactive – with the emphasis of people having their say, not being talked at  

• Accessible – using visuals and short questions – not overloading people with text-

heavy slides  

• Clearly structured, but flexible – so people can engage in different ways 

• Lasting no more than two hours, with people able to leave at any point 

• Realistic – we want to hear people’s ideas, but we must clear about the amount of 

money and scale of development that is realistically possible 

Location and times  
The events will be held in Caf’Active, St Michaels Church, Basingstoke Road, Spencers 

Wood, Reading, RG7 1AP.  

http://www.loddonreach.org.uk/st-michael-and-all-angels-caf-active  

Each session will last two hours between:  

• 4pm and 6pm. 

• 7pm and 9pm.  

In addition, Locality will host an informal drop-in desk in a corner of the café between 9:30 and 

12:30. The period between the drop-in and afternoon session is also an opportunity to prep 

the room. 

Material  

We will need:  

• Laptop with slides loaded  

• Two large, colour maps of Shinfield – emailed Paragon printing  

• Multi-coloured sticky dots  

• Sticky stars 

• Four hard copies of the Neighbourhood Plan  

• Flipchart paper (at least 16 sheets) 

• White Tack 

http://www.loddonreach.org.uk/st-michael-and-all-angels-caf-active
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• Post-it notes - 

Agenda   
 

1. Part 1: Welcome, introduction and context 

2. 16:00 – 16:30  

 

The purpose of part 1 is to provide a practical context for today’s discussion – 

asking for people’s input and ideas but being realistic about what is possible. 

 

Chair of the Council, will provide a 10-minute summary of local growth plans, CIL, 

and the purpose of the mapping exercise.  

 

Followed by 20 minutes of open-floor Q&A. 

Part 2: Have your say 

16:30 – 17:45 

 

Part 2.0 – Intro (16:30 -16:35) – Locality  

 

The purpose of part 2 is to generate people’s reflections and insights into:  

 

• The asset map;  

• The identified gaps;  

• The potential solutions for filling those gaps. 

 

We would adopt a visual approach using boards for the first two discussion followed by 

small group discussion at the tables in the café. 

 

Part 2.1 – Assets and activities (16:35 – 16:55) 

 

At diagonal ends of the hall, stuck to the wall, there will be:  

• Two large maps of Spencers Wood with key assets highlighted (see notes below) – 

SPC are current working on a map and will send once it is ready  

• Multi-coloured sticky dots with key assets highlighted (see notes below) 

• Two flipchart papers on the wall next to the maps asking:  

o What else is happening in Spencers Wood? 

o What features of Spencers Wood will “maintain the parish as a desirable 

place to live and work”? 

 

Invite people to complete post-it notes and stick under the questions. The facilitators will 

also take notes. 
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Part 2.2 – Needs and gaps (16:55 – 17:15) 

Facilitators will then replace the two flip chart sheets above with four clean sheets, each 

with four quadrants setting out different activities:  

1. Pre-school provision / nurseries 

2. Youth work 

3. Library access / facilities 

4. Access to IT / the internet 

5. Sports and recreation 

6. Older people support 

7. Adult education 

8. Keep fit 

9. Homework classes 

10. Better space for voluntary and community groups 

11. Walkways and pathways 

12. Blank – for participants to complete  

13. Blank – for participants to complete  

14. Blank – for participants to complete  

15. Blank – for participants to complete  

16. Blank – for participants to complete  

 

Facilitators will give each participant a strip of six stars and invite participants to put their 

stars against their priorities. People can put all stars against one activity or distribute 

equally. 

Facilitators will also invite people to fill in the blanks – what other needs / gaps are there? 

Break / reflection  

17:20 – 17:25 

Time for comfort break and chance for facilitators to identify discussion topics for 

part 2.3 – see below. Lay out flip charts with questions on the tables. 

 

Part 2.3 – Solutions and next steps (17:25 – 17:50) 

We will the invite participants to take part in small group work around the tables in the café 

area, focusing on specific solutions.  

Facilitators to float between tables. Ask each table to produce a set of ideas and 

responses to each question – no pre-set format. The aim is to generate ideas to be 

explored in the next stage of the process. 

Part 3: What have we heard today? 

17:50 – 18:00  
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The purpose of part 3 is briefly summarise the main messages from the session. 

We do not propose lengthy feedback sessions. 

 

Board facilitators to summarise briefly the main messages from each board.  

 

Shinfield Parish Council to thank participants for their input, explain next steps and 

close. 

 

 


