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Meeting at Spencers Wood Pavilion  

15 June 2019 @ 10:00 am  

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendees:  

There were 9 residents and 7 councillors  

 

Agenda:  

1. To discuss the development of the Spencers Wood Pavilion  
2. To document the current and future needs of the pavilion  

 

Minutes:  

Cllr Ian Clarke opened the meeting by stating that the Shinfield Parish Council 

(SPC) had 40 projects on its list and the development of Spencers Wood Pavilion 

is one of them. The current pavilion was erected in 1998/99 with a 20 year 

lifespan and all agreed it was showing its age. A brick building could not be built 

on the current footprint as it would have to be sited outside the buffer zone of 

the mature trees behind the current pavilion. All agreed that they did not wish 

to build on the grassed area of the recreation ground and it should be preserved 

as grass as “once built on it will be lost forever”.  

All also agreed that the population is set to grow and the new pavilion must 

cater for the needs now and in the future.  

Modular buildings now have a life span of 60 years and with the correct 

specifications now and a budget put in place it is possible to design and build a 

pavilion to serve us now and in the future. We would also need to decide on a 

one or two storey replacement. It is also possible to build two storeys in modular 

design.  
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A councilor and a resident raised the issue of the library and all agreed that the 

development of the pavilion should proceed separately from the library since 

WBC have no plans to relocate the library. All thought that this separation would 

speed the development of the pavilion. 

Current usage and aspirations:  

The pre school could take more children with more space. They also wish a 

garden and more storage space. Due to the nature of their business they need a 

separate access, off a communal lobby is fine and that the space could not be 

used for other hirers  

The Volunteer Car Service has grown to 5 operators on 5 days a week but 

require more space and more storage 

Similarly the History Society wishes more space, more storage and display units.   

New pavilion considerations 

A bigger building might need more car parking. However, no one wished to 

increase the car parking space by reducing the grassed area of the recreation 

ground.  

Councillors and residents expressed views on the potential uses in the future ie 

U3A, chess club, bridge club, local organization club room. The youth club could 

be used when not a youth club as another rentable space. This brought a 

consensus that the new pavilion should be multi use and that we “sweat the 

asset”, that is to make the asset work as a variety of provision and not just as a 

single use provision space.  

It was stressed that there was still a place for both the Spencers Wood village 

hall and the pavilion as the hall catered for other functions such as the 

badmington club and parties where the pavilion was for other uses and both 

work in complement with each other.  

Output  

It was agreed that residents and councilors would work together on a working 

party set up by the SPC to create the design specifications for the new pavilion 

to be presented to the council to be progressed through procurement. Several 

enthusiastic residents expressed a wish to work on the working party and had 

building and modular design building experience.  
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At the end a statement was presented by the chair of the Finance and General 

Purpose Committee that whilst it was correct that by next year the SPC would 

have up to £4M (equal in the buying power to 5 new homes in Shinfield) there 

were drains on that figure of the following:  

• 750K for the Shinfield Community Centre 

• 4 to 600K for Spencers Wood Pavilion  

• 250K for Millworth lane  

• 10K towards a  pedestrian crossing to Mereoak Park and ride  

• Provision of grant awards within the parish  
 

So the value is correct but is already allocated. In the future the precept will rise 

due to the increase in population but the level per household might remain the 

same.  

 

Meeting closed 11:35  

 


