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DRAFT 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on Thursday 25 July, Shinfield 
Parish Hall, commencing 17:30 hrs. 

 
Present: Cllrs E Brown, I Clarke (Ch), P Emment, L James, I Montgomery.  
Attending: Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary) 

 
19/RA/39 Public Questions 
 There were on public questions.  
  
19/RA/40 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 
 40.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs. Boyer, Lias and Jahromi  

 
 40.2 There were no declarations of members’ interest 
  
19/RA/41 41.1 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 
 

The minutes of the committee meeting of 20 June 2019 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by Cllr. Clarke subject to the following amendment:  

19.2 to read Additional ‘bins’ not ‘players’.  

Proposed: Cllr I Clarke    Seconded: Cllr P Emment   Approved unanimously 
 

 41.2 Actions  
 

 27.1 To review the fence at Glebe farm and report back to committee with findings 
   This item was noted as complete  
 

 30.2 To register our land in the parish 
See agenda item 42.2 below   
 

 30.4.2 To investigate the use of a drone to picture land owned by the SPC for reference 
 The Clerk confirmed that this item was in hand and that a couple of options were 

being investigated.    
 

 30.5 To procure allotment number signs   
This item was noted as complete. The signs had been purchased and would be installed 
in Winter.  

 
 30.6 To review the current allotment policy 

          This item was noted as in progress. 
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  30.9 To outsource the re painting of wooden bus shelters owned by the SPC 
This item was noted as in hand. The Facilities Manager would be clearing the bus 

shelters before the outsourced painting work commenced.  
 

  31.1 To discuss with Earley Town council the establishment of wildflowers in the parish and 
its ongoing maintenance 

This item was noted as ongoing.   
 

  31.2 To notify the office of the requirement of bins (no of) and location around Anson 
Crescent 
Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that this item was in hand.   
 

  34.2 Committee to review and propose a plan for future grounds maintenance   
          This item was noted as ongoing.  
 

     35.1 To make representations to WBC highways re the flooded road  
 This item was noted as complete.  

 
  35.2 To interview and appoint a youth worker 

Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that the vacancy would be advertised over the Summer 
with a view to recruiting a youth worker in the Autumn. It was noted that attendance 
figures at the club had increased significantly.  
 

 36.4 To send a letter to Shinfield Running Club re setting up as a club with a constitution to 
be eligible for a grant. 
This item was noted as in progress.  

  
 41.3 Matters Arising  

15.1.2 It was confirmed that the next Spencers Wood pavilion working group meeting would 
be taking place at 10am on Saturday 28th September.  

 
19/RA/42 Parish Wide Update  

 
 42.1 Verbal Update on Parish Land Registration  
 It was noted that the administrative assistant had located a number of deeds in the office 

relating to land in the parish. It was confirmed that the information would be sent 
electronically to the legal team at WBC for advice on their status. Once notorised, the land 
would be registered with land registry as appropriate. It was advised that the majority of 
the deeds related to allotments. The Clerk advised that the project was likely to take some 
time to complete.  
  

 
42.3 Verbal Update on Millworth Lane  

 
It was AGREED that the Clerk would send an electronic copy of the Millworth Lane lease to 
its solicitor, Hedleys, for scrutiny. 

Proposer: Cllr. Emment Seconder: Cllr Montgomery to send lease to solicitors 
 

42.4 Verbal Update on Deardon Way allotments  
 

It was confirmed that the official opening of the allotments was being organised by Nigel 
Frankland at Reading University and would take place in September. The press would be 
present and there would be a guest speaker from the university.  

It was noted that eleven people had expressed an interest in taking on an allotment.   
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19/RA/43 Pride in our Parish 
  
 Cllr. Clarke noted that six sites had been identified for planting bulbs and confirmed that he 

had written to Dee Maddox-Hinton, WBC to seek permission to go ahead as the land was 
owned by highways.  
 
The Clerk undertook to contact WBC to ask if SPC’s ‘license to cultivate’ covered the sites 
copying in Dee Maddox-Hinton.  

 
It was confirmed that the stump on Shinfield green had been removed and would be 
replaced with a mature Oak. It was confirmed that this would take place during National 
Tree Week in November.  

  
19/RA/44 Formation of the Spencers Wood Working Party    
  
 44.1 Cllr. Clarke confirmed that a party of approximately twelve people had been formed. It 

was noted that they had met a contact to discuss options for portakabins on site. Cllr. 
Clarke requested that the Clerk and his staff provided assistance in identifying 
additional suppliers to provide quotes to ensure compliance with procurement rules.  

 
A member of the working group and Cllr. Clarke had met with Ian Gough, Energy 
Officer, WBC to discuss solar panels to provide renewable energy for any new building 
put in place.  

 
Formation of the Spencers Wood working party was APPROVED.  
 
Proposer:  Cllr. Brown            Seconder: Cllr. Emment     Agreed Unanimously  

 
 44.2 It was noted that allotments were currently running at almost 100% occupancy  

 
44.3 It was confirmed that hall hire at Shinfield Parish Hall was now fully booked and noted 

that a group of people playing board games would be hiring Spencers Wood Pavillion 
over a Saturday evening.  

 
19/RA/45 Grants  
 45.1 Spencers Wood Community Luncheon Club 

 
Members noted the important role of the club in the community and suggested that 
advertising should be considered by the club to increase attendance and avoid closure.  
 
A grant of £300 for the Spencers Wood Community Luncheon Club was APPROVED.  
 
Proposed: Cllr. Emment    Seconder: Cllr. Montgomery    Unanimously Approved.  

  
 45.2 Shinfield Infant and Nursery School 

 
 A grant of £500 for Shinfield Infant and Nursery School was APPROVED 
 
 Proposer: Cllr. James      Seconder: Cllr Montgomery    Unanimously Approved 

 
 45.3 Spencers Wood Carnival 

 
The Clerk undertook to contact the organisers to understand more about how the 
carnival was run and to report back the committee in September. It was confirmed that 
SPC would host a stand at the event.   
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A grant of £2500 for the Spencers Wood Carnival was APPROVED 
 
Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery   Seconded: Cllr. Emment       Unanimously Approved  

 
19/RA/46 Correspondence 
 46.1 Cllr. Clarke gave an overview of a letter received from Trinity Legal Services by SPC on    

behalf of a resident asking us to remove a tree on our premises because, with others, 
which are on the owners property, are causing subsidence.   

 
It was confirmed that the issue related to a Pyrocanthus which a report supplied by JCA 
Ltd, arboricultural consultants had stated should be removed. It was noted that an 
advisor working on behalf of SPC had agreed with the recommendation.  

 
It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to Trinity stating that SPC would comply with 
the recommendation and seek confirmation that this would discharge it of any further 
responsibility in the claim.  

 
Proposer Cllr. Brown        Seconder Cllr. Montgomery   Unanimously agreed  

 
46.2 Cllr. James confirmed that he had received the accounts for the Loddon Reach 

magazine in connection with the grant application they had submitted in May 2019 and 
was satisfied.  

 
A grant of £2,800 for the Loddon Reach magazine was APPROVED and the Clerk was 
authorised to send a cheque with a letter of confirmation.  
 
Proposer Cllr. Brown        Seconder Cllr. James   Unanimously agreed  
 

46.3 It was AGREED that Angela King, Administrative Assistant, SPC would join the 
Allotments working party.  

 
Proposed: Cllr.  Clarke           Seconder: Cllr. Brown   Unanimously agreed 

  
46.4 It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact a resident at Shinfield Park to assess the 
provision of bins. The Clerk would see how many were operated by WBC and assess if 
additional bins were required through the SPC.  
 
46.5 It was NOTED that the Shinfield Community Centre Project Planning Group requested 
that the R&A committee instigate advertising of the services offered by the New Shinfield 
Community Centre so that it is fully utilized when it opens in December 2020.  
 

12/RA/47 Date of next meeting: 26 September 2019 at 7:30pm 
 

The meeting closed at 8:50pm 
 
Action items: 

Minute 
Ref 

Details Action by 

30.4.2 investigate the use of a drone to picture land owned by the SPC 
for reference – Ongoing  

Clerk  

30.6 review the current allotment policy 
 

Cllr. Montgomery  

31.1 Wildflower planting  - meet with Early Parish Council to discuss  Clerk  

31.2 Confirm location for placement of bins in Anson Crescent  Cllr. Montgomery  

34.2 Committee to review and propose a plan for future grounds Cllr. Clarke  
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maintenance   

35.2 Interview and appoint a youth worker – To take place over the 
Summer prior to Autumn  

Cllr. Montgomery and 
Clerk 

36.4 Clerk to write to Shinfield Running Club re setting up as a club 
with a constitution to be eligible for a grant. 

Clerk  

42.1 Administrative Assistant to undertake land registration project  Clerk/Admin Assistant 

42.3 Clerk to send an electronic copy of the Millworth Lane lease to 
its solicitor, Hedleys 

Clerk  

43.0 Clerk to contact WBC to ask if SPC’s ‘license to cultivate’ 
covered the 6 sites for planting copying in Dee Maddox-Hinton 

Clerk 

44.1 Clerk to provide alternative suppliers for portakabins on 
Spencers Wood Pavillion site  

Clerk  

45.3 Clerk to contact the organisers of Spencers Wood carnival to 
understand more about how the carnival was run and to report 
back the committee in September 

Clerk  

46.1 Clerk to write to Trinity stating that SPC would comply with the 
recommendation and seek confirmation that this would 
discharge it of any further responsibility in the claim. 

Clerk  

46.4  Clerk to contact resident in Shinfield Park to assess the 
provision of bins  

Clerk 

46.5  Instigate advertising of the new Shinfield Community Centre  R&A Committee  

 
 
 
     
   


