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DRAFT    

Minutes of a meeting of the Development Board held on Thursday 12 September 2019, Shinfield Parish 
Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs. 

 
Present: Cllrs N Boyer, I Clarke, A Grimes (Ch), P Jahromi, D Peer, and D Lias  
 
Attending: M Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary) 
 

19/DB/25 Public Questions  
There were no public questions  
 

19/DB/26 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 
 

26.1 There were no apologies received.  

  
26.2 There were no declarations of members’ interests 

 
19/DB/27 

 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

  
27.1 The minutes of the Development Board Meeting held on 10 July 2019 were 

APPROVED as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by Cllr. Grimes.  
 

 27.2 Actions from previous minutes: 
 

 21.1 Clerk to make suggested amendments to the Business Case template then send out 
with instructions. 

 
The Clerk confirmed that the amendments had been made to the template and that it 
had been circulated with instructions. 

 

 22.2 Clerk to filter and circulate the Major Project List to each relevant committee to 
update and return for inclusion in the next Development Board meeting 

 
       The Clerk confirmed that he would circulate the project list to committees for 

updating after this meeting.  
 

 22.6 Clerk to add setting up of Spencers Wood Pavilion WP to next R&A meeting.  
 

This item was noted as complete.   
 
Cllr. Clarke requested that his concerns about a potential delay until 2021 of the 
Spencers Wood Pavilion project to be put on record.  
 
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that the start date would depend on cash flow.  
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 22.3 Cllr Grimes to ensure the dual fuel and flat roof vs “peg” be included as options in the 
tenders received for the Shinfield Community Centre. 

 
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that there was a Community Hall project meeting taking place 
next week at which this item would be picked up.   

 

 27.3 Matters Arising 
 
         Cllr. Lias noted that he had not yet seen a schedule for steering group meetings.  

Cllr. Grimes confirmed that the next steering group meeting date would be agreed at 
the next Project meeting noting that it was convened when a corporate level decision 
was required.  

 
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that he had met with John Halsall and Wayne Smith, WBC who 
had indicated that a decision on the Community Hall planning application could be 
expected next week.    

  

19/DB/28 Major Projects  

 28.1 Consider the list of projects 
 
The list of projects was reviewed and the following updates given:  
 
1a Community Centre Construction:  

It was noted that nine expressions of interest had been received in respect of 
construction of the site and that out of these ideally five would go out to tender. It was 
confirmed that four weeks would be given to prepare bids with a view to contract sign 
off in November. The projected end date for the project was noted as December 
2020/Jan2021. 

 
2a External Storage at Parish Hall: 

This would be picked up with item 1a. 
 

3a Community Centre Management: 
Cllr. Grimes and Cllr. Peer are to meet with a local marketing consultant to consider a 
strategy for generating interest in the community about the new centre.  It was 
AGREED that banners should be placed outside the current hall and an exhibition held 
within the hall on Remembrance Sunday giving residents an opportunity to see the 
progress of the project.   
 
No decision had been taken on management and ownership of the café.  

 
Cllr. Lias reconfirmed his commitment to feedback to the Recreation and Amenities 
committee on outcomes of the project meeting given that the committee was 
technically responsible for the community centre interior.  
 
Members discussed the issue of resource within SPC in relation to the number of large 
projects planned. It was noted that work was underway to understand resourcing 
needs in relation to Millworth Lane and the new Community Centre.    

 
1b Spencers Wood Village Hall Refurbishment: 

Cllr. Grimes confirmed that there was nothing further to report.  
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1c Development of Deardon Field: 
  Cllr. Grimes confirmed that he and Cllr Clarke had met with representatives of WBC on 

16 August and was waiting for a further response regarding the exchange of freehold 
land at Deardon Field and Ryeish Pitches.  

 
2c Deardon Field extension from university: 

Cllr. Clarke confirmed that Heads of terms had been submitted to the solicitor for 
Deardon Field. It was noted that Reading University was gifting 70k to SPC to cover the 
cost of creating allotments on the land in the future should it wish to do so. SPC was 
taking on 40 allotments and approximately five acres of land attached to the new 
school on a peppercorn rent basis until 2026 to use as open space.  

 
3c Village Centre Development:  

Cllr. Grimes noted that he had written to Simon Bloor requesting a meeting with the 
Developer consortium but no progress had been made. Cllr. Peer undertook to e-mail 
Chris Howard, WBC, to request a report on the WBC/Consortium meeting that had 
recently taken place.  
 

5c Millworth Lane: 
Cllr. Clarke noted that approval to sign the lease for Millworth Lane would be sought at 
the extraordinary meeting of Council taking place on Monday 16 September. Cllr. 
Grimes and Cllr. Lias sought to understand more about how the facility would be 
managed.  

 
1e Three Mile Cross playground and the future green space at Taylor Wimpey’s South of 

Church Lane development:  
Cllr. Boyer shared with members a plan a plan for traffic lights at the junction of the 
development but noted that this was work in progress.  

        
The Clerk undertook to check with land registry ownership of the allotment and 
playground space outlined in the plan.  

 
1f Pre and After school clubs 

  It was agreed that no further action was required.   
 
1g Three Mile Cross playground 

It was agreed that this item should be deleted as it was a duplication of item 1e.   
 
2g Village speed limits 

Cllr. Lias confirmed that he had met with Martin Heath and a colleague from WBC on 
15 August to go through the priorities identified in the Neighbourhood Plan and 
discussed the traffic calming measures already in place. Support had been shown for 
the placement of village gates funded by SPC and it had been agreed that regular 
meetings should take place to ensure a joined-up approach on this issue.  
 
The issue of speeding on Hyde End Road was discussed. It was AGREED that the Clerk 
would lodge a request via the WBC website for a consultation on speed limit reduction 
to 30mph on Hyde End Road from Appleton Way to just before the new pedestrian exit 
from Shinfield Meadows and then 20mph to just beyond the school.  
 
1h Newsletter – Toddler and OAP groups  
2h Community activity page on SPC website 
3h Publicise activities on Facebook groups  
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These items were noted as complete. Members wished to record a note of thanks to 
Cllr. Brown for his excellent work on these projects.  

 
4h Create walking maps of SANGS: 

It was confirmed that this item was in progress. Members requested that Cllr. Brown 
reviewed whether the walking route and SANG maps showed all exit routes, 
destinations and local facilities and that he reviewed physical signage within the SANGS 
and on public paths. Cllr. Clarke noted that funding may be available for signage within 
the Recreation and Amenities budget.  

 
6h Pre School Facilities:  

This item was noted as ongoing. 
 
7h Disabled facilities:  

This item was noted as ongoing. 
 

It was requested that the Clerk ascertain from Reading Buses who owned the 
eastbound Black Boy bus stop at Brookers Hill which had no bus stop flag/sign on it.  

 
Cllr. Grimes undertook to write to Reading Buses about boundaries in respect of fares.  

 
1i Takeover management of WBC land: 

Cllr. Clerk noted that he was awaiting the issue of licenses to enable SPC to plant bulbs 
on verges in the parish as part of the Pride in our Parish initiative.   
 

3i Development of parish brand: 
     There was no update on this item.  
 
5i Community integration roadshow: 

Members noted that the roadshows had been postponed and questioned SPCs capacity 
to be involved with them at this time.  

 
2j School Green Upgrade:  

The Clerk confirmed that plans were underway for an oak to be planted on School 
Green during National Tree Week in November 2019.  

 
2k Property Ownership:  

This item was noted as ongoing. The Clerk was asked to provide details of land 
ownership details confirmed to date.  

 
1l Parish footpaths: 
     This item was noted as ongoing 
 
1m Air pollution equipment: 

It was confirmed that a consultant was being sought to help interpret the data 
obtained from the air pollution monitoring equipment.  

 
4c Empty Bungalows at Ryeish Green  
     It was AGREED that this item should be removed from the project list.  
 

19/DB/29 Correspondence  

 29.1 There were no correspondence items received. 

  

19/DB/30 Next meeting Date: 13 November 2019 
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The meeting ended at 9:35pm 
 

Ref Action Action by 

22.3 Cllr Grimes to ensure the dual fuel and flat roof vs “peg” be included as 
options in the tenders received for the Shinfield Community Centre.  

Cllr Grimes  

28.1 3a Banners and exhibition about new community centre to be in place outside 
the current hall for remembrance Sunday.  

Clerk  

28.1 1e Clerk to check with land registry ownership of the allotment and playground 
space in the Three Mile Cross development plan.  

Clerk  

28.1 4h Cllr. Brown to review whether the walking route and SANG maps showed all 
exit routes, destinations and local facilities and also reviewed physical 
signage within the SANGS and on public paths.  

Cllr. Brown 

28.1 7h Clerk to ascertain from Reading Buses who owned the Black Boy bus stop at 
Brookers Hill which had no bus stop sign on it 

Clerk 

28.1 7h Cllr. Grimes to write to Reading Buses regarding fares and boundaries Cllr. Grimes  

28.1 2k  Clerk to provide details of land ownership details identified to date  Clerk  

 


