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A Brief History of Shinfield Parish and some places of note: 

Shinfield Parish is comprised of the settlements of Shinfield, Shifield North or Rise, Spencers 

Wood, Three Mile Cross, Ryeish Green and Grazeley.  

Shinfield 

Shinfield village lies to the south of the M4 motorway. To the east of the parish the land slopes down 

towards the flood plain of the River Loddon and the fields that flood regularly have led to the name 

Shinfield, a derivative of  “Shining Fields”. 

 

The earliest known settlement at Shinfield was in Anglo-Saxon times and is recorded in the 

Domesday Book. Shinfield had good farmland with a mill and fisheries on the River Loddon and was 

chosen as the site for St Mary’s Church, a Grade I listed church and the oldest building in the parish. 

It was built at the command of King William I in the eleventh century after the Norman conquest and 

in 2019 it celebrated 950 years since its foundation.  

 

St. Mary’s has been restored, but still retains a Norman doorway and a 17th century tower of 

patterned brickwork. The fine old timbered roofs of the nave and south aisle are of interest, as are two 

seventeenth-century wall monuments with sculptured figures kneeling in prayer.There is evidence that 

the original settlement of the village was around the church and remained there into medieval times. 

 

  
 

School Green Shinfield grew from the late Victorian period, around an old common where, in 1707, 

Richard Piggott, a local boy who had become a cutler of Westminster, founded the School (now 

Shinfield Infant School) 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId%3D415781&psig=AOvVaw04RMyk_NkRShM9QUayzvjt&ust=1582644637973000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOiHkPLA6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/&psig=AOvVaw1qBg9HSJD2SOvjKcWCKHdd&ust=1582640471641000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDBgK6x6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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Spencers Wood  

The earliest confirmed reference to the name 'Spencers Wood' dates from 1500, when a man named 

John Blunt left 3s 4d for the repair of a road through the wood called Spencers Wood, Spencers Wood 

stands on a ridge overlooking the Kennet and Loddon river valleys. A fine avenue of Wellingtonia 

conifers at Stanbury Park is also an attractive and listed feature of the landscape. 

 

The local pub is called The Farriers' Arms, 

although it was briefly called The Cygnet when 

it was purchased by the owner of The Swan (a 

pub in neighbouring Three Mile Cross). Before 

the Swallowfield Bypass was built, it was a 

popular place for coaches to stop on their way 

to the south coast, The village post office is on 

the Basingstoke Road. It has been a post office 

since 1885. 

 

Spencers Wood Village Hall was built in 1911 

and is run as a non-profit making registered 

charity. Our aim is to maintain and develop the 

use of the hall so that it provides a top class 

facility for people in the local area, to be able to 

enjoy a range of activities, and to enable private 

hire. 

 

 

 

Spencers Wood library is part of Wokingham 

Borough Council's Libraries. The building was 

originally an infants' school in 1890. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Mile_Cross
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://whatpub.com/pubs/REA/SPENCE010/farriers-arms-spencers-wood&psig=AOvVaw0cAuW7V-ugDaamccJEx1li&ust=1582642413004000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCFycu46ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.spencerswoodhall.co.uk/&psig=AOvVaw3pAXJaA0wIXQWNps58dBsj&ust=1582640648852000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDov4Ky6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/&psig=AOvVaw3pAXJaA0wIXQWNps58dBsj&ust=1582640648852000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDov4Ky6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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St. Michaels and All Angels church in 

Spencers Wood serves a large and growing 

community including the former parish of 

Grazeley. The church of St Michael and All 

Angels was built in 1908 on land given by 

Henry Lannoy Hunter of Beech Hill who also 

made a substantial contribution to the building 

costs. A stone inscribed to his memory can be 

found in the church. 

St Michael’s community café, known as Caf’Active, started in May 2010 and is run from the back of 

the church in Spencers Wood on the Basingstoke Road. It opens six days a week from 9.30 until 14.00 
(with slightly later openings on Tuesday and Saturday). The café serves hot and cold food, soft drinks 

as well as a range of cakes, sandwiches and hot food, all at very competitive prices. 

 

Lambs Lane Primary School is a Community school maintained by Wokingham Borough Council 

Local Authority. It caters for up to 210 children between the ages of four and eleven years. 

 

Spencers Wood pavilion (New building 

planned, photo to follow) 

The Pavilion houses Chapel Lane Preschool for 

children from the term after their third birthday 

until they are five years old. 

 

Spencers Wood Pavilion also houses the Shinfield Voluntary Car Service, the Youth Club and other 

community activity 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spencers_Wood&psig=AOvVaw02wqJvRsHA9FM6X2JXCXKT&ust=1582640944000000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCTwI-z6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://induced.info/?s%3DHome%2B%2BLambs%2BLane%2BPrimary%2BSchool&psig=AOvVaw0hKspMiBKA-L1hlGSXHR5I&ust=1582642899080000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDUu7O66ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


4 
 

Ryeish Green,  

Ryeish Green is a small hamlet located next to Spencers Wood and sometimes considered a part of 

that village. The only road in the hamlet is Hyde End Lane,  

 

Oakbank School in Ryeish Green is a secondary,  inclusive, non-faith school serving the local 

community. As a free school, Oakbank is funded directly by central government and run separately 

from the local authority. It broadly follows the national curriculum and, like any other school, is 

inspected by Ofsted. The school opened in September 2012 and has grown organically with a four 

form entry each year to over 400 students. 

 

Ryeish Green Sports hub has 45 gym stations, 

football pitches and healthy activity for all 

ages, 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.oakbank.education/contact.html&psig=AOvVaw2JEUO0WoELEOqvsmu_GJFF&ust=1582644224849000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMD6vLa_6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://news.wokingham.gov.uk/news/expansion-and-investment-in-leisure-facilities-continues-in-wokingham-borough/&psig=AOvVaw0ufHOd9eez2xB_j5Erj29G&ust=1582641078591000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiBpc-z6ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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Three Mile Cross  

 

The Swan Inn is a traditional 17th 

Century pub which started life as 

three timber-framed artisans 

cottages. Some 50 years later two of 

the dwellings became used as an 

alehouse known as The Globe Inn 

 

Three Mile Cross is best known as the home of the famous 19th-century author, Mary Russell Mitford 

who wrote a five-volume book of literary sketches entitled Our Village which is a series of stories and 

essays largely about the setting and people of Three Mile Cross. 

Three Mile Cross is also home to a successful 100 membership bowling club 

Shinfield North or Rise 

Shinfield North contains the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting at Shinfield 

Park, not far from the striking building that was formerly Shire Hall, the seat of the now defunct 

county council. 

  

 

Grazeley 

Grazeley is a small village to the east of Spencers Wood, to the west are Grazeley Green and 

Wokefield and to the south is Beech Hill. The name first appears as Grazeley around 1598 and is 

derived from the Anglo-Saxon Griesley meaning grazing land 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.facebook.com/Three-Mile-Cross-Hub-Berkshire-375587199661619/likes&psig=AOvVaw0iR7eu6CbkR7QaVNpmV7B1&ust=1582641447214000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_k_-06ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Centre_for_Medium-Range_Weather_Forecasts&psig=AOvVaw0QU6MC5FqOu1rGtVATEKzk&ust=1582641780042000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDD_Z226ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/ibrahim_d/3315035502/&psig=AOvVaw3MIiHphC_vR25Qwz3qFO-k&ust=1582641994153000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC1iIS36ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
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On the edge of Grazeley Green is the Ministry of Defence's Atomic Weapons Research Establishment 

 

Agriculture is the dominant feature of the village and the surrounding area. 

 

 

 
 

 

Grazeley Village Memorial Hall features a large hall which has an excellent woodblock floor, 

ideal for celebrations, dancing, yoga and other indoor activities and is capable of seating 100 

people. 

 

Grazeley Parochial Primary School was built in 1861 at a cost of £442 16s 9d, initially to 

accommodate 100 pupils. 

There is a controversial proposal to build a new 15,000 home eco-town in Grazeley as part of the 

Wokingham Borough Local Plan. It is hoped that that the new town will focus development within the 

Borough of Wokingham in one key area, defending other parts of the borough from overcrowding.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Defence_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_Weapons_Research_Establishment
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.facebook.com/grazeleyschool/&psig=AOvVaw0KrAnYFzG6iGPaOxw9B4Fo&ust=1582642111135000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCEybu36ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.hallshire.com/halls/view/3857/grazeley-village-memorial-hall&psig=AOvVaw3eP6pAqh5BhmZZ_CrraeOg&ust=1582642209860000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiy2-q36ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

