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DRAFT 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on Tuesday 25 August 2020, by 
Zoom videoconference, commencing 19:00 hrs. 

 
Present: Cllrs N Boyer, I Clarke (Chair), E Brown, P Emment, L James, P Jahromi (from item 4.5), 

Montgomery   
Attending: Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Clerk) 

 
20/RA/21 Public Questions 
 There were no public questions.  

  
20/RA/22 Apologies and declarations of members’ interests 
  
 22.1 Apologies were received from Cllr. Jahromi 

 
 22.2 There were no declarations of members’ interest. 
  
20/RA/23 23.1 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 
The minutes of the committee meeting of 27 February 2020 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by Cllr. Clarke:  

Proposed: Cllr. James        Seconded: Cllr. Montgomery      Approved Unanimously 

 
 23.2 Actions  

 
 56.0 Cllr. Lias to document issues with bus stops in the parish to enable joined up approach 

to action required. 
This item was noted as ongoing.  
 

 65.2 Clerk to seek approval for expenditure on maintenance of Millworth Lane at the next 
Council meeting once a quote has been provided. 
The Clerk confirmed that there would be no expenditure on Millworth Lane until it was 
in vacant possession. 
 

 65.4 UoR to confirm Walk/cycle system on SANGs and grant permission before signs can be 
erected 
Cllr. Brown confirmed that a sign for Langley Mead had not yet been erected. The Clerk 
undertook arrange for a sign to be made and sited.    
 
Cllr. Brown reminded the committee that he had previously put together a proposal to 
upgrade existing six key routes to provide traffic free off-road cycle paths within the 
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parish. The proposals included the installation of signposts and production of maps to 
encourage people to use the routes.  Having been postponed due to the pandemic it 
was confirmed that the Planning and Highways committee had now granted permission 
for the project to be progressed in consultation with WBC and the University of 
Reading. WBC were currently reviewing the proposal. As yet no response had been 
received from the University of Reading.  
 

 72.1 Clerk to write to Nigel Frankland UoR to procure letter of guarantee for 4 to 5 years on 
the Deardon Way allotments 
The Clerk confirmed that the 5-year guarantee had been confirmed in writing and the 
item is now complete.  

          
 72.1 Clerk to seek clarification on the easement clause on page 9 of the lease as it seemed to 

allow access to several parties 
          This item was noted as complete.  
 

 3.2 Clerk to write to Cherish Risi-Elford thanking her for her work.  
Cllr. Montgomery confirmed that Cherish Risi-Elford had moved to a community 
engagement role outside of the parish and agreed that the Clerk would write her a 
letter of thanks for her hard work and support.  Mark Tompkinson had been appointed 
as her replacement and Cllr. Montgomery had made contact with him.   

 
 4.1.2 Cllr. Clarke to speak with Raymond Barclay to discuss funding from the FA for the 

maintenance of the Millworth Lane pitches 
It was confirmed that the FA were funding maintenance of the Millworth Lane pitches.  

 
 6.2 Clerk to obtain further information from Berkshire Vision requesting the number of 

service users from the parish  
No information had been received and it was agreed that this item would be closed.  

 
 7.3 Cllr. Brown to consult local history group on the location of the old pound in Shinfield to 

confirm whether it was at the Hollow Lane roundabout and bring request back to the 
committee 
Cllr. Brown confirmed that despite carrying out research he had not been able to 
establish the location of the old pound in Shinfield. The item was therefore closed.  

 
 14.2 Clerk to ask UoR to ensure that post restored that had been knocked down during 

maintenance work.  
      This item was noted as complete. 

  
 23.3 Matters Arising  

There were no further matters arising.  
  
20/RA/24 Parish Wide Update  
  
 24.1 Millworth Lane  

Cllr. James confirmed that the caravan remained on site and that legal action was underway 
by the Shinfield Association to ensure its removal. SPC would not take on the site until this 
had happened.  

  
 24.2 Deardon Allotments Lease 

Cllr. Clarke confirmed that all of the allotments at Deardon were let.     
 

 
 
 

24.3 Pride in Our Parish  
The committee acknowledged the excellent work carried out by the facilities manager 
noting the improvement in the standard of maintenance in the parish.  
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24.4 Spencers Wood Pavilion Replacement    
  
 24.4.1 Cllr. Clarke noted that despite a tree survey being carried out on the site of the 

pavilion a structural engineer had since identified a tree that would need to be removed as 
it was at risk of falling. Due to the urgency of the matter, in the absence of the Clerk who 
was on annual leave, Cllr. Clarke contracted a company to remove the tree which was found 
to be hollow and dispose of the stump. 
 
The decision to hire contractors to remove the diseased tree and hire a grinder to dispose of 
the stump on emergency basis was ratified by the committee.   
 
Proposed: Cllr. Clarke                      Seconded: Cllr. Boyer                   Unanimously Agreed  
 
24.4.2 Steels had been put in place and the site was ready for delivery of the pavilion on 
Thursday 28 August.  
 
24.4.3 A request to run a community café from the pavilion had been received from a 
resident who would present her proposal at Full Council following on from this meeting.  
 
24.4.4 It was AGREED that the pavilion working party would discuss options for running the 
building and a recommendation bought back to the committee.  
 
24.4.5 It was requested that the parish hall hire costs were shared with Cllr. Clarke to assist 
with setting prices for the hire of rooms in the Spencers Wood pavilion.   

  
 24.5 Allotment Rent Increase  
  
 Cllr Clarke gave an overview of the paper circulated prior to the meeting setting out 

proposed cost increases for allotment rental noting that costs had not increased since 2016. 
 
It was PROPOSED that the suggested rental costs were adopted.   
 
Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery      Seconder: Cllr. Boyer     Agreed by majority  

  
20/RA/25 Community Service Update  
  

 25.1 Cllr. Brown noted that production of the St Mary’s Church walk leaflet had been 
delayed but is in progress. A leaflet for a walk around Three Mile Cross was almost complete 
and a history walk produced by the local historian group was now available on the SPC 
website.  
 
25.2 A representative from the Wokingham Health Primary Care Trust had requested details 
of community groups within the parish with a particular interest in those involving children. 
A list had been sent and an agreement made to keep each other informed about the 
existence of groups to increase awareness.  

20/RA/26 Grant Applications  
  

16.1 Lambs Lane Primary School  
 

A grant of £3000.00 for playground equipment was APPROVED. 
 

Proposed: Cllr. Boyer    Seconder: Cllr. James   Unanimously Approved  
  
20/RA/27 Website Development  
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 The Clerk confirmed that the website working party was working with Kreatif to create the 

new website. Some difficulties had arisen connected with the current website but progress 
was being made and to date no additional costs had been incurred.  Improvements were 
also being made to the booking system.  

  
20/RA/28 Correspondence 
 28.1 Millworth Lane Parking  

A request had been received from a resident asking if there was scope to use St Mary’s CE 
Junior School for additional parking for Millworth Lane as 50% of parking at the Milworth 
Lane site had been lost to containers sited there in respect of the construction of the new 
Shinfield Community Centre.  
 
It was acknowledged that parking was an issue and that the situation would be reviewed 
once the caravan had been removed from the site.  

  
 28.2 Fitness Classes in Open Spaces  
 The Clerk highlighted a letter received from a resident seeking advice on whether SPC land 

could be used to run outdoor fitness classes.  
 
It was PROPOSED that SPC land could be used on the following basis:  

• There must be no damage caused and no litter left on site.   

• No attempt should be made to use a site exclusively as spaces were available for 
use by the whole community 

• Those running classes must have appropriate insurance.  
 
Proposed: Cllr Boyer            Seconder: Cllr. Clarke        Unanimously Agreed 

  
 28.3 Glass Disposal in Spencers Wood  

The Clerk highlighted a letter received from a resident following up from a previous request 
to place a glass recycling unit in Spencers Wood.  
 
The committee identified the recreation ground as the only available location and discussed 
whether this was a suitable option.  
 
It was RESOLVED that SPC were not able to fulfil the request as locating it on the recreation 
ground would cause a potential danger to those using it and create unacceptable noise 
levels for local residents.   
  
Proposed: Cllr. Clerk           Seconder: Cllr Jahromi                Unanimously Agreed  

  
19/RA/29 Date of next meeting: TBD 
  
 PART 2 
19/RA/30 It was RESOLVED that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 

in relation to personal and business information, that the public and press were 
temporarily excluded and asked to withdraw from the next item on the agenda.   
 
Proposed: Cllr. Clarke            Seconded: Cllr. Jahromi           Unanimously Agreed  

  
 

 30.1 Refurbishment of Water System at Millworth Lane Allotments and Realigment of Water 
System at Deardon Allotments.  
 

 Cllr. Clarke noted that water usage on both allotment sites needed to be reduced and that 
this could be achieved through work being carried out to the water systems. It was 
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confirmed that three quotes would be obtained and brought back to the committee.  
  
 30.2 Security at Spencers Wood Pavilion Site  
  
 Cllr. Clarke noted that issues had arisen on the Spencers Wood pavilion site with heras 

fencing being removed on a nightly basis. Concerns were raised about security of the 
building once on site and the threat of vandalism.   
 
It was PROPOSED that the Clerk arrange for security on site up to a budget of £4k for the 
next 5 weeks until additional measures were in place.  
 
Proposed. Cllr. Boyer    Seconded Cllr. James    Unanimously Agreed  

  
 The meeting closed at 8pm  

 
Action items: 
 

Minute 
Ref 

Details Action by 

56.0 Cllr. Lias to document issues with bus stops in the parish to 
enable joined up approach to action required. Awaiting 
confirmation of bus routes from Wokingham and Reading.  

Cllr. Lias  

63.2 Clerk to seek approval for expenditure on maintenance of 
Millworth Lane at the next Council meeting once a quote has 
been provided.  

Clerk  

65.4 Clerk to arrange for signs to made and sited.   Clerk 

75 Website working party to continue discussions with a chosen 
provider to discuss the incorporation of further requirements 
into a possible new website.  

Website working party  

3.2 Clerk to write to Cherish to thank her for her support and hard 
work.   

Clerk   

24.4.4 Working party to discuss options for running building and bring 
proposals to the committee.  

Cllr. Clarke  

24.4.5 Clerk to arrange for hall hire costs to be sent to Cllr Clarke  Clerk  

28.1 Milworth Lane parking to be reviewed after removal of the 
caravan from the site  

All 

30.1 Cllr. Clarke to obtain 3 quotes to improve water systems on 
Deardon and Millworth Lane allotments  

Cllr Clarke  

30.2 Clerk to arrange security on Spencers Wood Pavilion site for 5 
weeks  

Clerk  

   

 
 
 
 
     
   


