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Report from Chair of Shinfield Parish Council - 2022

The year has been one of great changes with the Covid lock down coming to an end. During the year the Parish Council went from virtual (Zoom) meetings to face to face meetings at Spencer’s Wood Pavilion and then in November to meetings in the new School Green Centre. It was pleasing to see people return to these venues after the isolation of lockdown. Throughout this time our councillors and staff worked from home to deliver our services to residents.
The opening in November of the School Green Centre marked a major milestone with the building being open in time to host residents after the Remembrance Sunday service. The project had significant challenges during the pandemic with labour and materials shortages and getting it open was a huge effort for everybody involved at the council, the architects and the contractors. April marked the opening of the Robyn’s Nest café and the library service will open its automated service soon. The centre is already well used and I hope more residents and organisations will use it. I hope that residents will also come to more of our Council meetings now that the centre is open and we can hold large public meetings such as the one I chaired for a meeting between Hyde End Lane residents and the Wokingham Highways team.

The Parish Council took over the licence for Millworth Lane Recreation Ground during the year and the Recreation and Amenities Committee are progressing plans to improve the facilities at this important site. The committee is also progressing plans for improved outdoor facilities at the Spencer’s Wood Recreation Ground following on from opening of the new pavilion in 2020. 

Lockdown presented many of our new residents (over 360 new households in 2021) with opportunities to get to know the parish and their neighbours. The Parish Council together with the University of Reading and Wokingham Borough Council have mapped the walking and cycling routes throughout the parish on both rights of way and within the SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space) to enable residents to move around the area on this expanding network of off-road routes. It is great to see everybody out and about and making new friends. 

In April we held the Annual Litter Pick and this highlighted how much litter is deposited along our lanes and roads. Some residents have adopted their streets to keep them tidy and the Council will support initiatives that keeps our parish tidy and enjoyable. Finally we welcome the return of the Shinfield Fun Run.

It has been a challenging year but I believe we have achieved a great deal and will continue to do so into the future. 

Andrew Grimes

Chairman
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