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 DRAFT

Minutes of a meeting of Shinfield Parish Council held on Monday 14 February 2018 in the John Heggadon meeting room at Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs.
Present:
Cllr’s E Brown, I Clarke, A Grimes (Ch), P Jahromi, L James, D Lias, I Montgomery, D Peer, J Reid and 
Attending:
Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary), 3 members of the public. 
	19/11
	Public Questions 

11.1 A member of the public asked if copies of the parish newsletter could be left at the Spencers Wood library as it was not delivered to her home.  

The Chair requested that the Clerk researched public outlets willing to stock the newsletter and spoke with the distributor to understand why the newsletter was not reaching all residents. 

11.2 A member of the public asked why minutes for the Recreation and Amenities committee for 26 November and minutes for the Development Board meeting on 13 December did not appear on the SPC website. 

The Clerk undertook to rectify the situation. 

11.3 A member of the public asked, with reference to the Planning Committee minutes of 10 December 2018, what decision WBC had made regarding the library in Spencers Wood and whether SPC would support it being moved from its current location. 
The Chair confirmed that SPC had not been informed of an outcome by WBC and was not positioned to consider solutions until this was known. Interest in the issue was noted and it was agreed that SPC would keep the resident informed. 

	
	

	19/12
	Apologies and declarations of members’ interests

12.1 Apologies were received from Cllr. P Hughes, N Boyer and P Emment.


	
	12.2   There were no declarations of interest.

	
	

	
	12.3 There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests 

	
	

	19/13
	13.1 Minutes 

         The minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 January 2019 were APPROVED as below: 

Proposed: Cllr. Clarke             Seconded: Cllr. Brown                        Approved Unanimously



	
	13.2 Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

	
	

	
	          3.2.2 CCTV 
The recommendation by the Recreation and Amenities Committee to contract DSC to provide CCTV at a cost of £6.5k was APPROVED as below:
Proposed: Cllr. Clarke              Seconded: Cllr. Lias.                     Approved Unanimously 

	
	

	
	3.2.13 Spencers Wood Village Hall Meeting 
This item was deferred.


	
	3.2.15 Review list of projects for consideration by Development Board 
             It was confirmed that funding for projects for consideration were not restricted to CIL. The Clerk requested that any further project ideas were submitted to him prior to the Development Board meeting on Thursday 21 February. 



	
	3.2.16 NHS Bungalow Ryeish Green 
This item was deferred.



	
	13.3 Actions Arising from previous minutes 

	
	All items were noted as complete or on the agenda except for: 
79.2.11 Provision of Cricket Facilities 

              This issue was noted as ongoing. 


	
	80.2.1 List of postcodes where consultation leaflets not delivered
The Clerk undertook to compile the list and resolve the issue of non-delivery.



	
	80.3.1.3 Ryeish Football Pitches and Deardon Field Land Swop Request for copy of S106
This issue was noted as ongoing. 



	
	80.3.2 Developer Contribution Expenditure 
The Clerk confirmed that a request for this information had been submitted to WBC under the FOI Act.

	
	    84.0 IT Proposal from MFG 
It was confirmed that MFG had been awarded a contract for the provision of IT.  

	
	

	19/14
	Reports 

	
	14.1 Chair’s Report 
In the absence of Cllr. Hughes there was no report from the Chair. 


	
	14.2 Borough Councillors Report 
14.2.1 There were no Borough Councillors present and therefore no report was presented.
14.2.2 A robust discussion took place on the decision previously taken to hold meetings on a Thursday evening, due to the restricted availability of meeting space, and the implications of this. It was noted that the Council meetings now conflicted with other priorities in the borough which prevented B/Cllrs. from attending.

14.2.3 It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to the B/Cllrs to check their availability on the 2nd Wednesday evening of each month. Subject to their response the Clerk was asked to move the meetings accordingly. 



	
	14.3 Committee Reports 

	
	14.3.1 Planning and Highways Committee 10 January 2019

14.3.1.1 Cllr. Reid gave an overview of the extraordinary council meeting held by WBC that he had attended on 24 January, at which a petition raised by over 10,000 residents against over development in Shinfield was discussed. He noted the depth of feeling of attendees and levels of frustration at the perceived lack of support by WBC. A motion had been passed at the meeting endorsing the continuation of the current strategy on development which had been supported by the local Parish B/Cllrs. 
14.3.1.2 Cllr. Peer confirmed her attendance at the WBC planning meeting held on 13 February. It was noted that an application for the development of a SANG at Langley Mead was refused. As a result, an application for 249 houses at Cutbush Lane South had been withdrawn. 
14.3.1.3 Cllr. Brown confirmed that he was in the process of obtaining maps for 6 parish walks which complimented the map work that Ian Young was carrying out. 
14.3.1.4 The minutes for the January and February Planning and Highways committee were APPROVED as follows: 
Proposed: Cllr. James               Seconded: Cllr. Reid                     Approved Unanimously

	
	14.3.2 Recreation and Amenities Committee 31 January 2019

14.3.2.1 Cllr. Clarke gave an overview of the minutes of the Recreation and Amenities meeting that took place on 31 January 2019. 

14.3.2.2 It was requested that minute 4.1.4 was amended to ensure it was clear that land for potential development was owned by SPC. 

14.3.2.3 The minutes were APPROVED as follows: 

Proposed: Cllr. James               Seconded: Cllr. Montgomery           Approved Unanimously


	
	14.3.3 Verbal update from other committees not convened
14.3.3.1 Cllr. Montgomery gave an overview of the report circulated prior to the meeting on Youth Club Management on behalf of the Community Services committee, noting that the Youth Leader had handed in her notice and that the vacancy was currently being advertised. It was confirmed that the trial of a second youth club evening had ceased due to low attendance. 
Thanks was given to Cllr. Brown for his work on reviewing the provision of facilities for the elderly and toddlers in the parish. 


	
	14.4 Committee Minutes

14.4.1 A discussion was held about the decision taken outside of Council to stop the use of coloured paper to represent different committee meeting agendas and minutes, which had led to some confusion.  

14.4.2 A recommendation to resume the use of coloured paper in this way was APPROVED as follows: 

  Proposed: Cllr. Clarke            Seconded: Cllr. Brown        Approved Unanimously
14.5 Chairs 
Cllr. Jahromi queried the recent decision, taken outside of Council, to sell chairs from the hall. The Clerk was asked to develop a disposals policy for the approval of Council.  



	
	14.6 External Bodies 

14.6.1 HALC/BALC

Cllr. Peer gave an update on the collaboration of BALC and HALC noting that BALC will continue to have its own Executive but HALC will carry out BALCS administration. The changes were not expected to impact SPC. Cllr. Peer asked the Clerk to ensure that updates received from HALC, BALC, and NALC were forwarded to all Cllrs.
14.6.1 Borough Parish liaison forum 
   Cllr. Peer gave an overview of the forum noting that a free food waste disposal service would be introduced from 1st April with bin liners provided at no cost. WBC had acknowledged issues with the planning portal though these were unlikely to be addressed due to budget constraints. 
14.6.2 Shinfield Association 
Cllrs. James and Clarke confirmed their attendance at the Shinfield Association meeting and noted their weakening financial position. Cllr. James confirmed that he was formulating a plan to take them forward. The Association had raised the lack of sports facilities in the parish as an issue. 
14.6.3 Local Plan Update Conference 
The date of the conference was not yet known. Cllr. Peer made a request that a second Council member volunteer accompany her to the conference if Cllr. Hughes had not returned from leave when it took place. 



	
	14.7 Clerks Report 
The Clerk noted the following: 

· That an audit had been taking place at SPC and no substantial issues had been identified. 

· Wi-fi access points had been installed and new laptops were due to be delivered on Monday 18 February. 
· PAT testing had been recently been carried out and fire extinguisher checks completed. 
· The toilets were continuing to block. The issue had been identified but was not easily rectifiable. Dyno-rod had informed the Clerk of a discount available for regular call outs. Sanitary bags would be available in the ladies toilets going forward. 

· The source of an unpleasant smell in the kitchen had been identified and dealt with.

The Council AGREED that a local lighting supplier could advertise his service on the website. 


	19/15
	Shinfield Community Centre

	
	 Cllr. Grimes identified three issues that would need to be resolved to enable the project to progress. 

1. Ground surveys would need to be carried out.  
2. The building would need to be ‘BREEAM’ excellent – an environmental standard ensuring that an environmental performance building would be delivered. Cllr. Grimes was working with the Designers to ensure it was compliant. 

3. Car parking remained a major concern and Cllr. Grimes would be speaking with WBC to try and break the deadlock. 


	19/16
	Invoices for Payment

	
	The report of invoices for payment circulated prior to the meeting was NOTED. 


	19/17
	Precept request 2019/20

	
	The report circulated to Council prior to the meeting was NOTED. 


	19/18
	Correspondence 

	
	18.1 CIL Report 
 The CIL report from December 2018 was NOTED.   

	
	18.2 Production of Maps 

        The Clerk was noted that Ian Young had approached Duncan Fisher at WBC to produce layered maps which would illustrate the parish footprint, SANGs, footpaths and planning applications. 
A request to authorise production of the maps at a cost of £1.5k was APPROVED as follows: 

Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery            Seconded: Cllr. Brown        Approved Unanimously



	
	18.3 Election year and Timetable reminder
The Clerk gave an overview of the paper circulated to the Council prior to the meeting, signposting them to the election commission website. 
It was requested that the Clerk print off the election pack for each Councillor. Cllr. Grimes noted that the Clerk, Cllr. Hughes and himself would be available to assist with the completion of forms. 

The deadline for applications was noted as 3 April at 4pm. 

Cllr. Grimes reminded councilors of the need to make declaration on expenses afterwards even if it was a nil return. 


	
	18.4 Shinfield United Charities 
  It was AGREED that Cllr. Grimes and Cllr. Lias would act as signatories in the absence of Cllr. Hughes. 



	
	18.5 Air Quality Monitors 
The Planning and Highways committee sought approval for the purchase of two air quality    monitoring devices from Casella (having obtained three quotes) to be sited, subject to approval, at two local schools. 

The request was APPROVED as follows: 
Proposed: Cllr. Lias            Seconded: Cllr. Jahromi       Approved Unanimously


	
	18.6 Invitation to Wokingham Mayor’s Gala Ball 
An invitation to the Mayor’s Gala Ball was noted

	
	

	19/19
	Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 14 March 2019 at 19:30 to be confirmed 


The meeting closed at 10:05pm
Action Items: 
	Minute Ref
	Details 
	Action By: 

	11.1
	Clerk to research public outlets willing to stock the parish newsletter and speak with the distributor to understand why the newsletter is not reaching all residents.
	Clerk

	11.2
	Recreation and Amenities Minutes from 26.11.18 and Development board minutes from 13.12.18 to be added to website. 
	Clerk 

	11.3
	Resident to be kept informed of the outcome regarding the library in Spencers Wood. 
	Clerk 

	79.2.11
	Provision of cricket facilities  - this issue remains outstanding. 
	Cllr. Hughes

	80.2.1
	Clerk to compile list of postcodes where non-delivery occurred for consultation leaflets and resolve the issue. 
	Clerk 

	80.3.1.3
	Ryeish Football Pitches and Deardon Field Land Swop remained outstanding .
	Cllr. Hughes 

	80.3.2
	Result of FOI submitted on Developer Contribution expenditure to be shared. 
	Cllr. Peer 

	14.2.3
	Clerk to contact B/Cllrs. regarding attendance at SPC meetings. 
	Clerk 

	14.5
	Clerk to develop a disposals policy 
	Clerk 

	14.6.1
	Clerk to ensure HALC/BALC/NALC updates are circulated to Council 
	Clerk
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