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 DRAFT

Minutes of a meeting of Shinfield Parish Council held on Thursday 14 March 2019 at Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs.
Present:
Cllr’s N Boyer (from item 19/22), E Brown, I Clarke, P Emment, A Grimes, P Jahromi, L James, I Montgomery, D Peer, and G York (from item 19/22.2 80.2.1)
Attending:
Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary)
	19/20
	Public Questions 

20.1 There were no public questions.    

	
	

	19/21
	Apologies and declarations of members’ interests

21.1 Apologies were received from Cllr. Hughes and B/Cllrs Munro and Batth 


	
	21.2 There were no declarations of interest.

	
	

	
	21.3 There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests 

	
	

	19/22
	22.1 Minutes 

         The minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 February 2019 were APPROVED, subject to the following amendment, as below: 

14.3.1.3 Cllr. Brown confirmed that he was in the process of developing new walks suitable for the elderly and disabled in local SANGS and reviewing the 6 existing walks.
Proposed:   Cllr. Emment                Seconded:  Cllr. Peer                      Approved Unanimously



	
	22.2 Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 

	
	

	
	          11.1 Newsletter Distribution
The Clerk confirmed that he would seek public locations for the newsletters once in receipt of additional Perspex stands (currently on order) on which to display them. 
The Clerk updated the committee on his discussion with the distributor regarding non delivery of newsletters, who confirmed that they had never been in receipt of addresses for residents north off the M4. 

Following a discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk would undertake a competitive procurement process for distribution based on cost and reliability. 


	
	11.2 Minutes on Website 

This item was noted as complete 



	
	11.3 Spencers Wood Library 

The Clerk confirmed that no information has been received regarding a decision on the library. It was AGREED that the Clerk would request from Mark Redfearn, WBC a programme as to when each phase of the process would be undertaken and when SPC could be expected to be notified of the output.  


	
	79.2.11 Provision of Cricket Facilities 

  It was noted that Cllr. Clarke and Cllr. Hughes were scheduled to meet with Andy Glencross, Sarah Hollomby, Mark Cupit, Stuart Munro and Roger Taylor of Wellers Law Group. Cllr. Grimes requested that a written report of the meeting be submitted to Council.  
 Cllr. York arrived at 19:45


	
	80.2.1 Postcode compilation of newsletter non delivery 

This item was covered in item 11.1. 


	
	          80.3.1.3 Ryeish Football Pitches and Deardon Field Land Swop Request for copy of S106
                         It was noted that this item would be discussed at the meeting referred to in 79.2.11.
 

	
	80.3.2 Developer Contribution Expenditure 

The Clerk confirmed that he was awaiting responses to two FOI requests that he had submitted to WBC and undertook to follow them up.  Cllr. Boyer confirmed that he had received a response to an FOI that he had submitted which he would share with Council in due course.   


	
	3.2.13 Spencers Wood Village Hall Meeting 
A verbal report of the meeting that had taken place in February was given. Council requested that Cllr. Peer attend the next village hall meeting and report back. 
Following a discussion, members were reminded that all issues regarding external bodies should be communicated between the parish council and that organisation, through the nominated representative and that written reports should be presented by that person to Council. 



	
	3.2.16 NHS Bungalow Ryeish Green 
This item was noted as being part of the project list and as being for discussion by the Development Board. 


	
	14.2.3 B/Cllr attendance at Council Meetings 
This item was noted as complete 



	
	14.5 Disposals policy 

The Clerk confirmed that current policy stated that disposals valued at over £250.00 required sign off from Council.  
It was AGREED that all disposals should be managed by the Clerk. Those under £250.00 would be made at the Clerk’s discretion and those over £250.00 would be referred to the appropriate committee or full Council. 
Cllr York wished it to be noted that, in her view, the behaviour of the Chair in relation to disposals was untenable. 

Cllr. Boyer arrived at 19.52


	19/22
	22.3 Actions Arising from previous minutes 


	
	  14.6.1 Cllr Peer noted that plans to collaborate between HALC/BALC were ongoing but that limited progress had been made to date. 


	
	  14.6.1 The Clerk was asked to seek confirmation from WBC as to whether the free waste disposal provision applied to flats in the area and if not, what provision was being made for residents living in flats. 

	
	

	19/23
	Reports 

	
	23.1 Chair’s Report 
In the absence of Cllr. Hughes there was no report from the Chair. 


	
	23.2 Borough Councillors Report 
14.2.1 There were no Borough Councillors present and therefore no report was presented.


	
	23.3 Committee Reports 

	
	23.3.1 Planning and Highways Committee 7 February 2019

The minutes from the meeting were deferred until the April meeting. 


	
	23.3.2 Development Board Committee 21 February
23.3.2.1 Cllr. Grimes gave an overview of the minutes of the Development Board meeting that took place on 21 February 2019. 

 23.3.2.2 It was confirmed that the locality report would be bought back to Council once finalised. 
 23.3.2.3 A discussion took place about budget set aside by the Development Board for a feasibility study relating to the pavilion. It was agreed that work was required in the first instance to ascertain what activities might take place there. 
It was proposed that Cllr Clarke and Cllr James proceed with the development of a business case for replacing Spencers Wood Pavillion. 

Proposer: Cllr.  James                 Seconder Cllr. York                  Approved Unanimously

23.3.2.2 The minutes were APPROVED as follows: 

Proposed:    Cllr. Emment            Seconded: Cllr. Brown          Approved Unanimously


	
	23.3.3 Community Services Committee 28 February 2019
23.3.3.1 Cllr. Montgomery gave an overview of the minutes of the Recreation and Amenities meeting that took place on 28 February 2019.

23.3.3.2 19/CS/7 It was requested that the application for additional bins at Anson Crescent Bins be submitted to the R&A committee via the Clerk as part of a larger review of bins in the area.   
23.3.3.3 Plans for Cllr. Montgomery to approach WBC about the refurbishment of playgrounds located in Shinfield North were unanimously supported. 

23.3.3.4 Cllr. Montgomery recorded his thanks to Shinfield View for providing staff, fruit and pancakes for the pancake race and undertook to write to them. 
23.3.3.5 Cllr. Montgomery thanked the Council for their ideas on where to plant an oak tree in the area and said that he would pass them on to St Mary’s church for consideration. 
23.3.3.6 The minutes were APPROVED as follows: 

Proposed:  Cllr.  Clarke        Seconded:  Cllr. Jahromi               Approved Unanimously


	
	23.4 Verbal update from other committees not convened
        23.4.1 Cllr. Grimes confirmed that F&GP has not convened and that there were no significant issues to note. 
        23.4.2 Cllr. Clarke confirmed that the next R&A meeting was taking place on Wednesday 27th March in the small meeting room at 7:30pm. 



	
	23.5 External Bodies 

23.5.1 Cllr. Montgomery referred Council members to the community services minutes for an overview of his meeting with local church representatives and highlighted the welcome pack issued by churches to residents on new estates as a point of interest. 
23.5.2 It was noted that Cllr. James would be meeting with representatives of sports clubs in the area next week and that a meeting was taking place with Spacecare to learn more about their processes. 
23.5.3 Cllr. Montgomery gave an overview of his meeting with AWE noting their willingness for staff to do conservation work in the area as part of their CSR and the opportunity for engagement. 


	
	23.6 Clerks Report 
23.6.1 The Clerk highlighted the nomination packs given to Councillors that evening and gave an overview of their content. It was requested that the forms were completed as soon as possible to enable the Clerk to hand deliver them. Cllrs. were reminded that they needed a proposer and seconder to support their nominations. It was confirmed that forms 1a,b and c were to be completed. 
23.6.2 The Clerk undertook to find out the electoral number for each Cllr and to allocate Cllr’s to wards to avoid duplication. A full list of the wards covered by SPC would be circulated to Council. 
23.6.3 It was noted that SPC would not know of any additional applicants until informed by the returning officer at WBC. 
23.6.4 The following points were also noted: 

· An application to the land registry to be made to identify land owned by SPC. 
· SPC social media channels had seen a significant increase

· The new office was now fully kitted out and small meeting room available for 6-8 people. 
· The SPC van was now identifiable through signs and a beacon. 

· The air qualilty monitors had arrived and meetings were being set up with local primary schools regarding their installation

· Pier mapping training was taking place on 25 March. Cllr. Jahromi confirmed that he would attend. 

· Litter pick to take place on 25 March from 10am to 12 noon. All were welcome.

· The annual parish meeting would be taking place on 18 April. 

· Volunteer Week celebration – Cllr. York to liaise with the Clerk.  

23.6.5 It was AGREED that the medieval combat society would be given permission to camp on the village green and use SPC facilities on the night of 29 June as part of the St Mary’s celebration of 950 years since it was founded. A request had been made by the society to carry out activities on consortium land for which the Clerk would seek permission for. 


	19/24
	Community Services Committee: Review of Terms Of Reference    
24.1 It was proposed that the Community Services committee be delegated an expenditure limit of 3k for grants and other expenditure. Any requests above that limit would be referred to F&GP. 
         Proposed: Cllr. Emment              Seconded: Cllr. Clarke                      Unanimously Approved. 



	19/25
	Project List 
25.1 An overview of the methodology used to produce the project list was given. It was AGREED that each committee would determine whether to proceed with the projects listed in its remit and inform the Clerk if they were to be removed. 
25.2 The Clerk undertook to update the list to show first, the committee with responsibility for the project, and second, the individual to whom it had been delegated by the committee, leaving it blank if no person had yet been empowered to act on its behalf.   
 

	19/26
	Full council meetings on a Wednesday evening  

	
	26.1 A further discussion took place on the need to meet on a different night to enable attendance of the B/Cllrs.  
26.2 It was proposed that the Clerk source alternative meeting venues in the Shinfield Green area to run any or all meetings and establish associated costs.  
      Proposed: Cllr.  York             Seconded: Cllr. Peer            Unanimously approved 


	19/27
	Fireproof Filing cabinet  
27.1 It was proposed that the Clerk be authorised to purchase a fireproof filing cabinet for the protection of key SPC documents. 

    Proposed: Cllr. Peer             Seconded: Cllr. Emment            Unanimously approved


	19/28
	Invoices for Payment

	
	28.1 The report of invoices for payment circulated prior to the meeting was NOTED. 
28.2 It was proposed that: 

· delegated expenditure for the Clerk be increased from £500.00 to £2000.00 

· all purchases under £2000.00 be authorised by the Clerk and the Finance Manager 

· the standing orders be amended accordingly. 

  Proposed: Cllr. Peer             Seconded: Cllr. Montgomery           Unanimously approved 


	19/29
	Correspondence 

	
	29.1 Annual Parish Meeting 
        29.1.1 It was AGREED that the 2018 agenda would inform the 2019 agenda and that a presentation on the new community hall would be given. Committee Chairs were reminded to submit an activity up date for the year to the Clerk by 21 March. Cllr. York undertook to discuss arrangements for the event with the Clerk. 


	
	29.2 Shinfield Community Centre

29.2.1 Cllr. Grimes confirmed that he had met with AOC and the employer’s agent. Advice was being sought on how to manage a potentially large VAT liability as parish councils were not permitted to reclaim VAT on construction costs. 
29.2.2 Plans were being made to hold a joint stakeholder meeting with WBC to review the planning application and cost level and approve next steps. Council was reminded that under an agreement with Reading University an application for planning would need to be submitted by September 2019.
29.2.3 It was confirmed that possible solutions to the issue of car parking had been discussed with representatives of WBC and would be progressed. 

 29.2.4 Cllr. Grimes stated that once a cost review exercise was complete the proposal would be bought back to Council for approval. 


	
	29.3 Shinfield United Charities 

29.3.1 It was confirmed that contracts had been agreed for the land purchase and were with shared services at WBC for completion. 


	19/30
	Date of Next Meeting:   TBC 


The meeting closed at 10:05 pm
Action Items: 
	Minute Ref
	Details 
	Action By: 

	11.1
	Clerk to undertake procurement process for distribution services. 
	Clerk 

	80.3.2
	Clerk to follow up on outstanding FOI requests to WBC 
	Clerk 

	14.6.1
	Clerk to ascertain from WBC what provision for food waste is being made for residents in flats 
	Clerk 

	23.3.2.3
	Business case for replacing Spencers Wood Pavillion to be developed 
	Cllr. James/Cllr. Clarke

	23.6.2
	Clerk to allocate wards to cllrs and circulate a list to Council 
	Clerk

	23.6.4
	Clerk and Cllr. York to progress volunteer week celebrations
	Clerk/Cllr. York 

	25.2
	Clerk to update project list to show responsibility for project by committee first and delegated individual second. 
	Clerk 

	26.2
	Clerk to source alternative meeting venues in the Shinfield Green area. 
	Clerk

	28.2
	Standing orders to be amended to reflect increase in Clerks expenditure authority level from £500 to 2k 
	Clerk 

	29.1
	Committee chairs to submit report of annual activity to the Clerk by 21 March 
	All committee chairs 

	29.1
	Cllr. York and Clerk to discuss arrangements for the Annual Meeting 
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