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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 July 2014 in the John Heggadon meeting room at Shinfield Parish Hall, commencing 19.30 hrs.
Present:

Cllrs I Clarke, H Czajka, M Gough (Ch), A Grimes, S Madigan, I Montgomery, D Peer, R Pike.  

Attending:
S Roberts (Clerk), K Hughes (Assistant Clerk), Mrs M Erdwin, Mr L Mendiz, Mrs J Greenway, Mrs N Frith, B/Cllr B Patman     
Cllr Gough thanked members for attending and for accommodating a change of date. 

14/30
Public questions 

30.1

Mr Mendiz asked the council to considering making an official complaint to Reading Borough Council regarding the removal of the roundabouts and the installation of traffic lights on the Shinfield Road. 



He reported that Reading Borough Council are breaching European Union regulations on air quality at the Maidens. 



He reported on surveys of local shops indicating a loss of trade since the installation of the traffic lights. 



Cllr Pike noted that Parry Batth, the Borough Councillor for the ward, is currently in discussion with Reading Borough Council regarding this matter, and that it is anticipated that he will report on this at the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) meeting scheduled for 8th July 2014. 



Mr Mendiz requested feedback on any response given at the NAG meeting. 



B/Cllr Patman noted the level of involvement from borough councillors regarding the issue over the past few years. 

Mr Mendiz and Mrs Erdwin left the meeting at 7:50pm
14/31
Co-option of new members


31.1
Mrs Nicola Frith introduced herself to members and spoke about her reasons for wishing to join the council. 



The Clerk advised that she had received another expression of interest in the vacancy.


Members requested a one page of information from each prospective member. The Clerk asked for these to be provided by Friday 11th July. 


31.2
Cllr Gough proposed and members resolved to co-opt Mrs Carole Hughes, in her absence, onto the council, to fill a vacancy in Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross ward. 


31.3
Cllr Gough proposed and members resolved to co-opt Mrs Jacqueline Greenway onto the council, to fill the vacancy in Grazeley ward. 

14/32
Apologies and declarations of members’ interests

32.1
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Atkins, N Gould, C Hughes, P Hughes, Moore and B/Cllrs Batth and Haitham-Taylor.  

32.2
There were no declarations of members’ interest.

32.3
There were no changes to the declaration of members’ interests.

14/33
Minutes

33.1
It was proposed and RESOLVED that the minutes of the council meeting held on 09 June 2014 were a correct record of the meeting and these were signed by the Chair. 

33.2
Matters arising

33.2.1
 Cllr Pike enquired regarding contact with Barton Wilmore to confirm the position of the University of Reading regarding the RBL building. Members noted this was on the agenda for further discussion. 


33.2.2
Cllr Madigan enquired regarding Mereoak grass cutting. Cllr Clarke reported that this should be carried out by 14th July. 


33.2.3
Cllr Clarke enquired regarding the Freedom of Information request submitted to determine the costs of clearing illegal traveler encampments. The Assistant Clerk confirmed the information received from Wokingham Borough Council was £295 in court fees for evicting the encampments and £10,550 for clearing up the sites, during the 2013/14 financial year. 

33.2.4
Cllr Gough reported on the Shinfield Infant and Nursery school planning application which is covered in the Planning and Highways committee written report. 


33.2.5
Cllr Madigan enquired regarding the auctioning of a strip of land adjacent to the A33 in Three Mile Cross. Cllr Clarke confirmed that the site sold for a sum in excess of £20,000 and was not bought by the parish council. 


33.2.6
Cllr Clarke enquired whether Quadron had been instructed to commence a more frequent litter clearance at Spencers Wood Recreation Ground. The Assistant Clerk was asked to follow up on this. 


33.2.7
Cllr Pike requested that the minutes of the previous meeting be amended to reflect the changed date of this meeting. Members noted that whilst the date was changed, that this change was not made at the previous meeting. 


33.2.8

Members reviewed the revised draft Financial Risk Assessment. Cllr Pike enquired whether insurance and engineering certificates for the fun fair were reviewed by the office. The Assistant Clerk confirmed that this was the case and that copies of the certificates were retained by the office. 



It was proposed and members RESOLVED to adopt the amended Financial Risk Assessment 


33.2.9
Members reviewed a revised grant application form. 



It was proposed and members RESOLVED to adopt the new grant form, subject to a number of typing corrections. 

14/34
Purchase of the Royal British Legion (RBL) site at Shinfield


Members reviewed the power point presentation given at the recent Community Forum meeting in Three Mile Cross. Cllr Clarke noted that he felt there would be insufficient parking within the village centre. 


Cllr Pike enquired whether current proposals for the use of Shinfield House as a care home may affect delivery of the 150 specialist care units indicated in the current village centre designs. 
14/35
Borrowing

35.1
Cllr Grimes discussed the borrowing consultation exercise carried out during June. Members noted that a small majority of those who responded were against the proposal. Members noted that less than one percent of residents had responded to the survey (a total of only 81 responses were received – significantly fewer than the responses received to either the supermarket survey or the 19 Questions survey) and it was felt that this was an insufficient quantity for the results to be a fair indication of public opinion on the matter. 



After discussion, it was felt that a further consultation exercise would be required to take this forward. Cllr Peer suggested the use of an experienced professional to assist with this. 



The Clerk noted that assistance may be available from the consultation services at Wokingham Borough Council to help with this. Members requested the Clerk to pursue this.
35.2
Cllr Pike thanked Cllr Grimes for the presentation and notes and requested copies of minutes of any Community Centre Project Board meetings going forward. 


35.3
Cllr Pike enquired regarding the ransom strip around the RBL building. Cllr Grimes noted that land searches to determine ownership were being undertaken but that the issue was still to be pursued. 

35.4
Cllr Pike enquired where the loan sum of £80,000 had been determined from. Cllr Grimes noted that a sum of £65,000 plus associated purchasing costs would be required. 


35.5
Cllr Pike enquired whether any discussions had been undertaken with the site developer. Members noted that, at this time, the developer is unknown, as the University of Reading is believed to still be in discussion regarding the sale of the West of Shinfield development land. 

35.6
Cllr Pike enquired which organisation would be running the community centre. Members noted that at this time, this is not known, but that if it were to be the parish council, a full business case would be brought before council for consideration. 

14/36
Reports


36.1
Chairman’s report
· Cllr Gough reported on his attendance at a recent Rural Crime Action Group meeting. He reported that a definition of rural crime has been agreed. This will be circulated to members. 
· He reported issues with the council’s CCTV cameras. Cllr Madigan requested information which she could pass on, if the issue is related to the British Telecom lines. Members discussed giving Thames Valley Police out-of-hours access to our CCTV cameras. Cllr Grimes enquired whether there is signage informing people of the CCTV. The Clerk was asked to investigate this. 

· Cllr Gough reported his recent attendance at the Spencers Wood Junior Football Club presentation evening in Swallowfield. 

36.2
Borough Councillors’ report
· B/Cllr Patman discussed CCTV matters and borrowing consultation. 
· He reported that a review of whether the borough council might assist with the funding of the RBL site will be revisited by the sustainable communities committee. 
· He reported that new executive posts were expected to be announced on 17th July. 
· He reported that the Thames Valley Economic Partnership had received a large sum of money from central government. He noted that It is expected that much of this will go towards development of the University Science Park. 
· He reported that he is focusing on obtaining improved facilities for Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross. 
· Cllr Grimes enquired whether all local children were now restricted to using school transport only, following the change to the operator of the bus services. B/Cllr Patman reported that he was unable to answer this question but that he would take this away and report back. 
Mrs Nicola Frith and B/Cllr Patman left the meeting at 21:30hrs

36.3
Committee reports:

Recreation and Amenities Committee 
· Cllr Clarke reported that Shinfield Rangers Football Club and Spencers Wood Football Club will merge as of 1st September 2014. 
· He reported that they have secured sponsorship from Nike as only one of 100 of 29,000 clubs in the country. 

36.4
Planning and Highways 
· Minutes of the recent meeting and a written report from Cllr Hughes were tabled at the meeting. 
· The Clerk requested that and questions or comments on these be sent to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk for follow up.
It was proposed and RESOLVED that the minutes of the 30 June 2014 meeting be adopted


36.5
Reports from Outside Bodies


Wokingham District Association of Local Councils (WDALC)
Cllr Peer reported on a meeting with Roger Loader to discuss restarting WDALC meetings. Cllr Montgomery enquired whether the borough parish partnership was likely to replace WDALC. Cllr Peer felt that this would not be the case. 


36.6
Clerk’s Report
· The Clerk reported that she was delighted to be appointed as new Clerk to the council. 
· She gave personal thanks to Jacqui, Angela and Katy for both the hand over and for working together to continue the business of the council. 

· She reported on her initial objectives:

· Making sure the council is fit for purpose 

· A desire to meet with all councillors individually as a priority

· Run a systems audit over the summer to ensure business continuity

· Maintaining the council’s quality status. 

· She reported that borough councillors’ surgeries were expected to start at the parish hall soon. 

· The Assistant Clerk reported on a recent meeting with representatives from the Royal British Legion to discuss the Remembrance Day parade, scheduled for 9th November. A written report with actions for the parish council was tabled at the meeting. 

· The Clerk noted that places were available on upcoming new councillor and Chairmanship training courses. 

· The Clerk reported on a change of date for the public consultation on Shinfield House to 31st July, from 16:00 to 19:00 hrs.  
14/37
Invoices for payment
37.1 
A list of payments for July 2014 was tabled and considered. 


The Clerk requested, and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk be given delegated authority for salary payments for July and August. 

37.2
Cllr Greenway enquired regarding invoice 145. Cllr Clarke reported that this was for work on the allotments. Members discussed whether an allotment deposit scheme was required. 

37.3
The Clerk reported on plans to meet with the accountant and discuss the council’s accounts and requirements. 

It was proposed and RESOLVED that invoices 115-131 for June salaries totaling £6,712.14  and invoices 132 – 161 for July expenditure totaling £10,927.12  (a total of £18,840.21) be approved and paid. 
Please see appendix 1.        

14/38
Bank mandate and bank signatories


38.1
The Clerk reported the need to add additional signatories to the Lloyds Bank account. Members RESOLVED to add Cllrs Gough and Montgomery. 


38.2
Members RESOLVED to add Mrs Sue Roberts as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer and Katy Hughes as Assistant Clerk as signatories on all the council’s accounts.

The Assistant Clerk noted that the addition of the Clerk and Assistant Clerk to the bank signatories was to facilitate the day to day running of the accounts, and that neither the Clerk nor the Assistant Clerk are permitted to sign cheques. 
Cllr Pike left the meeting at 22:00hrs

14/39
Spencers Wood Carnival

39.1
The Clerk reported that it was no longer necessary to consider this item as plans for the 19th September music event have been cancelled.  
14/40
Mitford Fields Residents Association

40.1
Cllr Peer reported on the desire locally to establish a residents’ association for the Mitford Fields development. 



Cllr Peer reported on animosity felt by newer residents from Mitford Fields. 



Cllr Madigan discussed the parking issue on Grazeley Road. 

14/41
WW1 Memorial Trail

41.1
The Assistant Clerk reported on the borough wide initiative to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the First World War with a heritage memorial trail across the borough.


Copies of the research work carried out for banners and a brochure were tabled for members’ review. 



It was proposed and RESOLVED that a sum of approximately £150 be spent on purchasing two banners, in addition to two provided from a lottery grant, for display alongside the memorials in the parish. 
14/42
Berkshire Pension Scheme 

42.1
The Clerk reported on a requirement to submit a statement on the Berkshire Pension Scheme. Cllrs Montgomery and Pike agreed to draft this. Members proposed and it was RESOLVED that delegated authority to complete this on behalf of the council be given to the Finance and Staffing Committee.  
14/43
Correspondence

43.1
The Clerk requested additional time to review correspondence received from Steve Shaw regarding the parish council’s right to sell electricity from local schemes. 


43.2
The Clerk reported plans for a flower festival at St Mary’s Church in September to mark the First World War commemorations. 


43.3
Cllr Gough reported on a letter from Keep Mobile and noted that he will respond to them. 


43.4
The Clerk reported receipt of the latest NALC bulletin. Copies are available from the Clerk on request. 

14/44
Closed session Minutes


44.1
It was proposed and RESOLVED that the minutes of the closed session of the council meeting held on 09 June 2014 were a correct record of the meeting and these were signed by the Chair. 

14/45
Date of next meeting


The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 8 September

The meeting closed at 22:20 hrs

LIST OF ACTIONS

	Ref
	Action
	By Whom

	33.2.6
	Determine whether Quadron have been instructed to make additional litter picks-up at Spencers Wood Pavilion
	Clerk / Assistant Clerk

	38.2
	Action addition of new bank signatories
	Clerk


Appendix 1:
Invoices July 2014

	 
	Payee
	Purchase
	net
	vat 
	total

	115-131
	staff salaries
	Paid in June
	    6,712.14 
	 
	    6,712.14 

	132
	G Steedman
	Design summer newsletter
	320.00
	 
	320.00

	133
	WBC
	Business rates - July 2014
	440.00
	 
	440.00

	134
	Abracadabra
	Newsletter distribution
	    1,064.45 
	212.85
	    1,277.30 

	135
	Spencers Wood Carnival
	stall
	25.00
	 
	         25.00 

	136
	Southern Electric
	Ryeish Green pavilion
	39.39
	 
	         39.39 

	137
	Laurels Plant Centre
	hanging baskets - parish hall
	76.00
	 
	         76.00 

	138
	Ricoh Capital Ltd
	lease - June to August
	77.51
	15.50
	         93.01 

	139
	Shinfield United Charities
	Ground Rent 2014
	    1,000.00 
	 
	    1,000.00 

	140
	Urban Planet
	Newsletter printing
	332.00
	 
	       332.00 

	141
	Valuation Office Agency
	Report September 2013
	303.58
	60.72
	364.30

	142
	Ricoh UK Ltd
	Copier charge
	248.08
	49.62
	297.70

	143
	Earley Town Council
	Line marking for Oakbank School
	330.00
	66.00
	396.00

	144
	Carrera UK Ltd
	Website admin
	80.00
	16.00
	96.00

	145
	C Blow
	Various works
	495.00
	 
	495.00

	146
	A.P Faulkner heating Ltd
	Boiler service
	68.00
	13.60
	81.60

	147
	Quadron Services Ltd
	Litter and dog bins- April to June
	185.12
	37.02
	222.14

	148
	A1 Locksmith Ltd
	Keys and locks for allotments
	42.00
	8.40
	50.40

	149
	WBC
	Community waste skips
	181.00
	36.20
	217.20

	150
	British Gas
	Halls supply
	285.57
	14.27
	299.84

	151
	BALC
	Training
	80.00
	16.00
	96.00

	152
	Post Office
	Stamps
	99.50
	 
	99.50

	153
	G King
	Replacement doors - Spencers Wood Pavilion
	    1,498.00 
	 
	    1,498.00 

	154
	Cash
	petty cash - various - see list
	90.55
	 
	90.55

	155
	Southern Electric
	street lighting energy - Q2
	    1,089.82 
	217.96
	    1,307.78 

	156
	S/Southern Electric Contracting 
	street lighting maintenance to June 
	    1,180.76 
	236.15
	    1,416.91 

	157
	Staples UK
	stationary supplies
	71.29
	14.26
	85.55

	158
	D Peer
	Mileage - NALC conference June 2014
	42.50
	 
	42.50

	159
	Nigel Jeffries Landscapes Ltd
	Grass cutting - June 2014
	932.00
	186.40
	    1,118.40 

	160
	CCB
	Membership renewal
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	161
	N Smith
	Gardening services
	220.00
	 
	220.00

	 
	 Total
	 
	  17,639.26 
	  1,200.95 
	  18,840.21 
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