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Minutes of a meeting of Shinfield Parish Council held on Monday 16 September 2019 at Three Mile Cross church centre, commencing 19.30 hrs.
Present:
Cllr’s N Boyer, E Brown, P Emment, A Grimes (Ch), L James, P Jahromi, D Lias, I Montgomery, D Peer, 
Attending:
Mike Balbini (Clerk), Jo Skidmore (Committee Secretary), Marcus McDowell, Mark O’Brian, Heather Pillbrow, John Halsall (Leader of WBC), Ian Young and B/Cllr Frewin
	19/93
	Public Questions 

	
	93.1 There were no public questions. 


	19/94
	Apologies and declarations of members’ interests
94.1 Apologies were received from B/Cllr. Patman, B/Cllr. Munro and Cllr. Clarke  


	
	94.2 There were no declarations of interest.

	
	          

	
	94.3 There were no changes to members’ declarations of pecuniary interests.

	
	

	19/95
	95.1 Minutes 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 19 August 2019 that had been circulated were APPROVED. 
Proposed:   Cllr. Montgomery         Seconded:  Cllr. Lias           Approved Unanimously



	
	95.2 Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 


	
	23.3.2.3 Spencers Wood Pavilion Business Case
This item was noted as in progress.  


	
	49.2.2 Website development 
Cllr. Lias confirmed that he had withdrawn from the process to obtain three quotes for website development due to a conflict of interest and that Cllr. Brown was now overseeing it.  



	
	49.3.3.3 Decision making policy and framework to be developed. 

          This item was noted as ongoing. 


	
	54.3 Meeting to be organised between consortium and SPC on development of land
Cllr. Grimes confirmed that Nina Sharpe had contacted him with a view to setting up a meeting and that he had responded with possible dates. 

	
	60.3.3 Clerk to ascertain ownership of land referred to as Common Land  
This item was noted as ongoing. 


	
	73.14 Clerk to invite Susan Parsonage CEO, WBC the choice of three meeting dates to attend a parish council meeting and visit the ward
The Clerk confirmed that he had contacted Susan Parsonage but to date no response had been received. He undertook to follow up the request.


	
	78.1 Cllr. Brown to prepare a report on behalf of SPC for submission to the Clerk by 29 August to be presented at the Planning and Highways Committee meeting in September
This item was noted as in progress. 


	
	83.2.2 Clerk to acquire more information on footpath to the west of the new school is apparently missing.  

The Clerk confirmed that footpath will now have a hard surface and will take longer to install than the mown footpath originally planned. He confirmed that he would notify the resident. 



	
	 83.2.3 Clerk noted to obtain further information from resident about a missing children’s play area.

      The Clerk confirmed that the area had originally been designated as a play area by the developer but that a pond had been installed instead.  He confirmed that he would notify the resident.


	
	83.2.4 Cllr. Grimes to write to enforcements copying in B/Cllrs. and Wayne Smith regarding the storage of vehicles at a Carneys.
This item was noted as in progress



	
	83.2.5 Clerk to contact B/Cllrs to request more parish specific updates going forward.
         The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the B/Cllrs. B/Cllr Frewin had responded accordingly. No other updates had been received. 


	
	83.3.1 Clerk to invite the Head of Highways to meet with B/Cllrs and SPC to look at signage in the area covered by foliage. Members to get evidence of obscured signage in the parish.
The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Head of Highways but that no response had been received to date. John Halsall, leader of the Council requested that where no response was received, issues were escalated to him. 


	
	83.3.1.9 Clerk to obtain map of SPC and Aborfield boundaries and Cemex planned site.
This item was noted as complete. 



	
	83.1.1.12 Clerk to circulate a drawing of the access from Hyde End Road to Shinfield Meadows with clarity of the approval.
The Clerk confirmed that he had circulated the map to Cllr. Grimes and Cllr. Peer and undertook to circulate it to the whole committee. 

The access gate to Shinfield Meadows was discussed with SPC highlighting that the gate led straight on to Hyde End Road where there was no path, raising safety concerns. Cllr. Lias also highlighted speeding issues on that stretch of road. 

          B/Cllr noted that the gate had been installed as requested by SPC but agreed to raise the issue with WBC. 


	
	84.4.2 Clerk to arrange for NAG to write on behalf of SPC to Police HQ in Kidlington to express condolences on the loss of PC Andrew Harper
This item was noted as complete. 



	
	84.3.3 Clerk to arrange for expression of interest to be placed on contract finder within 72 hours

This item was noted as complete 



	
	89.2 Clerk to check whether a template would be acceptable to obtain ten signatures to trigger a by election and if so to prepare one within one week.

This item was noted as complete. It was noted that SPC would receive notification w/c 23 September if the election was uncontested. Cllr. Grimes confirmed that members would be asked to co-opt potential candidates to the remaining vacancies at the next meeting of Full Council subject to correct paperwork being in place.


	
	89.4 Clerk to confirm by-election costs
The Clerk confirmed that the costs involved would be £10k if the election was contested and that minimal admin costs would apply if it was uncontested. 


	
	90.1 Clerk to set up an evening meeting with COO of Farley Farms, Cllr. Peer and Cllr. Grimes.

This item was noted as complete.  



	
	92.3.1 Clerk to write to WBC to say that SPC did not consider that SPC should pay for the     footbridge over the Grazeley footpath.
This item was noted as in progress



	
	92.3.3 Clerk required to obtain costing and design of new village gateway signs from WBC 

This item was noted as in progress 



	
	95.3 Matters Arising
 There were no other matters arising. 

	19/96

	Reports 

	
	96.1 Chair’s Report 
Cllr. Grimes highlighted the following activities from the month:

· He had met with representatives of Reading University 

· The Cemex application had been rejected and it was hoped the basis of rejection was good enough to avoid appeal
· Cllr. Grimes and John Halsall would be walking the parish on Sunday 

· SPC was awaiting notification from WBC confirming the outcome of the planning application for the community centre. 



	
	96.2  Clerks Report 

      The Clerk highlighted the following points: 
· The Clerk, Committee Secretary, Facilities Manager and Administrative Assistant had passed their Probation. 

· A question in relation to the Annual Governance and Accountability Report had been dealt with and an unqualified audit report was due by 20 September
· The Option to Tax Shinfield Parish hall was now confirmed
· The new cleaning contract was progressing well with good feedback received. The Clerk would be recommending to the Recreation and Amenities committee to extend the contract
· Bins were now being collected by one supplier which had resulted in two weeks with no complaints for the first time during his tenure. 

· An integrated hall booking system was now in place as per an audit recommendation
· Insurance arrangements were under review and 3 quotes would be presented to the Finance and General Purposes committee for consideration. 
· The Clerk was making good progress with the CILCA qualification which was due to be completed by the end of the year

· Assistance was being sought on how to interpret the data received from the Air Quality monitoring devices. 

· Youth worker recruitment was urgently needed and underway to avoid closure of the youth club. 


	
	96.3   Borough Councilors’ Report 
96.3.1 B/Cllr Frewin highlighted the following: 
· B/Cllr. Frewin was awaiting evidence of anti-social behavior at Chestnut Crescent

· A meeting had taking place with the designers of the Black Boy roundabout. They had confirmed that it was working as designed but due to its complexities they would review it on an annual basis. They had also agreed to change white line markings on the road
· Feedback was awaited from highways on possible solutions for parking issue at the Black Boy pub
· The response to the Cemex Planning application had been a great example of parishes working together
· Collaboration between planners, residents and developers was helping to alleviate behavioral issues experienced previously

· A long-term solution was being sought to dealing with travelers in the area. Cllr. Frewin had written to John Redwood MP to ascertain when a proposed change in law might be implemented

B/Cllr. Frewin undertook to report the overgrown path on Hyde End Road to WBC and to feedback about the amount of developer’s signage left in the parish. 


	
	96.3.2 Presentation from John Halsall, Leader of the Council 

John Halsall introduced himself to members. He noted the nexus of issues affecting the parish brought about by exponential growth and stated that he hoped the receipt of large amounts of funding by the Parish would be used in a constructive way working with the borough. The following were noted as primary concerns for the borough:
· Traffic Congestion 
The Highways department at WBC was working on a new strategy focusing on electronic signal management such as that seen in cities like London. This was a long-term and costly project. Work was being done to identify which roads were most sensitive to the issues so that action could be prioritised and more roadworks were being carried out overnight and out of hours to alleviate issues. 
· Climate Emergency
WBC had been one of the first councils to declare a Climate Emergency and was considering its approach to air quality, use of energy, recycling and noise. It would be introducing a package of measures within few months to assist with its aim of reaching a climate neutral position. 
Support for the expansion of Heathrow was noted given its economic contribution to the area and citing Heathrow’s argument that it would assist in making a step change for the better in protecting the planet. 
· Local plan
The area had seen 4 large sites built out.  A consultation had seen responses from 47,000 residents stating that plans for a further 800 houses per year to be built was too many. 85% of land within WBC was unprotected exposing it to development. It was acknowledged that developers had not fulfilled their promises on estates in the parish. The provision of primary healthcare facilities was cited as an example along with the amount of additional traffic brought to the area. It was noted that the building of 10,000 in the Grazeley area had been proposed but that no planning application had been made so far. Should it go ahead the government would provide financial input for infrastructure. 
· Primary healthcare

It was confirmed that a team of health experts was being put together to look at ways of alleviating issues in the area such as the lack of available doctors, GP practices not being an attractive proposition and legislation restricting pension pots.  

Cllr. Grimes extended an open invitation to attend any SPC meeting and the Clerk undertook to send John Halsall meeting dates. Members requested that contact between SPC and WBC was increased to assist in improving relationships. 

Cllr. Grimes requested a senior planner attend a Planning and Highways committee meeting to assist SPC in understanding the technical reasons behind planning decisions. John Halsall supported the request. The Clerk undertook to forward the relevant meeting dates.  


	
	96.4 Questions to WBC via b/Cllrs 

	
	96.4.1 Spencers Wood Bottle Bank or curbside collection of glass
It was AGREED that SPC would consult with residents about the proposal to place an additional bottle bank in the area. John Halsall confirmed that a curbside collection would not be an option.  

	
	96.4.2 Great Lea – Use of Road for construction vehicles 

It was AGREED that Cllr. Grimes would include Great Lea on John Halsall’s walk of the Parish on Sunday 22 September to show how HGV’S were impacting the area. 


	
	96.5 Verbal reports from committees that had not convened since the last Full Council meeting



	
	96.5.1 It was confirmed that minutes from the Finance & General Purposes committee, Planning and Highways committee and the Development Board would be circulated shortly. 


	19/97
	SPC Project listing

	
	The SPC project listing was NOTED. 

	19/98
	Neighbourhood CIL proportion report from WBC  

	
	It was confirmed that no report had been received from WBC.  


	19/99
	Invoices for Payment 

	
	The report of invoices for payment were AGREED..  



	19/100
	Website Update 

See actions 49.2.2


	19/101
	Parking Issues in Spencers Wood 
It was acknowledged that improvements to parking at Hunters Way in Spencers Wood were being considered by WBC and that a decision could be expected by the end of September. 
Ian Young gave an overview of other parking issues in Spencers Wood based on evidence that he had collated and his proposed options for solutions that had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.

Members also raised concerns in relation to parking at the One Stop Shop. 

It was AGREED that Cllr. Peer and Ian Young would produce a report detailing concerns for submission to WBC. 

	19/102
	Consultation on PROW 

Cllr. Brown gave an overview of the report that he had prepared in response to the consultation on public rights of way. 
Cllr. Grimes requested that comments were submitted to Cllr. Brown by Friday 20 September prior to the report being submitted to WBC. 


	19/103
	Update on the possible by-election

See Actions 89.2 and 89.4


	19/104
	Events 

	
	104.1 Volunteer Evening 27 November 2019
            It was AGREED that the volunteer evening should go ahead. 


	
	104.2 Remembrance Service 

  It was AGREED that SPC should host and organise the Remembrance Sunday event as per the last   two years. 


	
	104.3 Spencers Wood Carnival 

It was confirmed that SPC would be holding a stall at Spencers Wood Carnival and that half of the stall would be available to B/Cllr. Frewin for fundraising should he require it.  
The Clerk confirmed that posters had been put up stating that the event was being sponsored by SPC. It was AGREED that a prize of £50 would be made available for the best charity stall. 



	
	104.4 Christmas Period – Office Hours 

It was AGREED that the office would be open between 10am and 2pm between Christmas and New Year with cover to be arranged by the Clerk. 

	
	

	
	104.5 Funfairs and open spaces 

Is was AGREED that permission would be given to Coneley’s fun fair to visit School Green twice a year. 


	19/105
	Correspondence 


	
	105.1 Food waste caddies for distribution to residents 
 It was AGREED that the Clerk would decline the request from Swallowfield Parish Council for Shinfield Parish Council to stock food caddies. 

	
	105.2 Process for photos of councillors for use on website 

           It was AGREED that the Clerk would make a camera available at committee meetings in order to obtain photos of councilors for the website if they consent to do so. 



	
	105.3 There were no further items of correspondence.  



	19/106
	Next Meeting: 21 October 2019



	19/107
	Exclusion of the Press and the Public  It was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business transacted in relation to personal and business information, public interest that the public and press were excluded and asked to withdraw from the next items on the agenda.
Proposed: Cllr. Montgomery        Seconded: Cllr. Brown        Unanimously Agreed
Cllr. Boyer gave an overview of the draft plan for the TMX junction between Basingstoke Road and Church Road.  

It was RESOLVED that members continue to support closure of the playground next to Church Road to facilitate highway improvements, on the basis that a replacement facility South of the Church road site is provided, ideally before closure of the old playground, that an extension of the playground be negotiated and that footpath 20 is resurfaced. 
Proposed: Cllr. Emment                              Seconded Cllr. James.   Unanimously Agreed 



The meeting closed at 21:47
Action Items: 
	Minute Ref
	Details 
	Action By: 

	23.3.2.3
	Spencers Wood Pavilion Business Case

Business Case to be presented for the provision of new facilities at Spencers Wood. 
	Cllr. Clarke 

	49.3.2.2
	Cllr. Lias to evaluate the content of the SPC website and provide feedback to Cllr. Grimes. A proposal would then be submitted to F&GP.

Cllr. Lias to seek three tenders for work on the website for consideration to F&GP. This item was noted as ongoing. 
	Cllr. Lias 

	49.3.3.3
	Decision making policy and framework to be developed. 

Cllr Grimes to bring to Council a policy for developing assets in the parish 
	Cllr. Grimes 

	54.3
	Meeting to be organised between the consortium and SPC on development of land. Cllr. Grimes in contact with Nina Sharpe 
	Cllr. Grimes 

	60.3.3
	Clerk to ascertain ownership of land referred to as common land 
	Clerk

	73.14
	Clerk invited Susan Parsonage CEO, WBC the choice of three meeting dates to attend a parish council meeting and visit the ward. Clerk to follow up original request.
	Clerk 

	83.2.2
	Clerk to notify resident of plans for the footpath to the west of the new school. 
	Clerk 

	83.2.3
	Clerk to notify resident of outcome of investigation into missing children’s play area.
	Clerk

	83.2.4
	Cllr. Grimes to write to enforcements copying in B/Cllrs. and Wayne Smith regarding the storage of vehicles at a Carneys. 
	Cllr. Grimes 

	83.3.1
	Clerk to invite the Head of Highways to meet with B/Cllrs and SPC to look at signage in the area covered by foliage. Members to get evidence of obscured signage in the parish.
	Clerk and all

	83.1.1.12
	Clerk to circulate a drawing of the access from Hyde End Road to Shinfield Meadows with clarity of the approval to the whole committee
	Clerk 

	92.3.1
	Clerk to write to WBC to say that SPC did not consider that SPC should pay for the footbridge over the Grazeley footpath. 
	Clerk 

	92.3.3
	Clerk required to obtain costing and design of new village gateway signs from WBC. 
	Clerk 

	96.3.2
	Clerk to send Council and Planning and Highways meeting dates to John Halsall 
	Clerk

	102
	Comments to be submitted to Cllr. Brown regarding his report on the PROW consultation by 20 September 
	All 

	104.1
	Clerk to organise volunteer evening on 27 November 
	Clerk 

	104.4
	Clerk to arrange office cover between Christmas and New Year 
	Clerk 

	105.1
	Clerk to decline request from Swallowfield PC to supply food caddies 
	Clerk 

	105.2
	Clerk to arrange for camera to be taken to committee meetings for website profiles
	Clerk 
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