
 

 

Spencers Wood Carnival 2023 

Message From Debbie Johnson, Organiser  

Spencers wood carnival took place on Saturday 16th of September and it was 16 yrs old!! Same as 

our Will ! 

It would not have happened at all if Rosie Johnson and Katie Harber-Hollingshead had not stepped 

up and taken over the mammoth task of the paperwork. 

 Those two worked so hard ..incredible organisation and in-between everything else they both do !! 

 Thanks have to go to Karen Eaves who co organised the 2019 carnival and the 2022 carnival that 

didn't happen. 

 It was great to see Liz Ratcliffe there with Peter on the Saturday night ..the carnivals original Co-

organisers.  

 Honestly, we have incredible people in our community that don't get recognition for all they 

do ...but that's not why they do it !! 

 The last 3 carnivals as you know were unable to take place because of Covid and in respect of the 

Queen dying. 

 This year though ..you the community came back with an unforgettable return!!! 



 We also re introduced the dog show ! 

 Clare Hordle approached me about it last year and we thought it such a good idea especially after all 

the new fur family members people got during the lock downs !!! 

 There were lots of participants and Claire raised money for the Be Kind dog charity. 

 Marshall pet food stores ..Burghfield and Poole donated all the rosettes and prizes ..thanks Emma 

and Neil. 

 What a crowd...fantastic stalls, entertainment incredible volunteers, dog show, bar, fun fair ..the list 

goes on. 

 Some of the comments we received were incredible - people feeling included because of the 

diversity of food on offer... 

 Somebody said " it's just like a community reunion " and it truly was. 

 Shinfield Parish Council were an incredible support this year ..especially with the behind the scenes 

stuff ..and of course their financial contribution - without which, I'm not sure we could go ahead. 

 We hope that all those stall holders from the local community groups will be pleased with there 

percentage of the profits ...every little helps ..thank you for taking part. 

 Thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes ..Parkers ..your amazon vouchers were greatly 

received by the two winners!! 

 There are so so many thank yous .. 

 Cathy Valentine of Circus scenes who entertained us on the day with clowns and bubbles and 

diablos - who also helped mark out the field in the blistering heat on the Friday. 

 Cathy fed me and kept me hydrated !!! 

 Thank you for all your support Cathy 16 yrs ...I remember our first meetings !!! 

 I better stop here ...there is just one or two last things to say ..thank you to the 

musicians ...Luminaria. Rosedale and Limpopo groove, you entertained up fantastically throughout 

the day and evening! 

 I keep remembering things!!! 

 The date next year -  21st September 2024 (3rd Saturday in September). 

 Start saving ..we know it can be a bit expensive ...thank goodness you don't pay to get in !! 

 Also we are looking for somebody to help with the Website ..it looks like it would cost nearly £1000 

to renew ..for a one day event ..just seems bonkers....anybody got any ideas ? 

 Please let us know Info@spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk 

 If you'd like to take part in anyway get in touch!! 

 Thank you ..to my family ..to the marshal's led by Daisy and Graham ..Oakbank School ..you did 

yourselves proud with the young people who were so so attentive ..helpful and committed. 

 To you all many thanks. 

mailto:know...Info@spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk


 Debbie Rosie and Katie x  

Shinfield Parish Council were delighted to sponsor/be part of the Spencers Wood Carnival - we 

hope you all enjoyed it and see you again next year! Below are some photos from the event to 

share with you... 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

REMINDER: Deardon Orchard Restorative Work  - Volunteer Day on 

Saturday 14th October 

We are seeking volunteers to help with restorative work at Deardon Orchard, Shinfield. 

 

Would you like to get involved? Even if just for an hour?  

What to expect on the day.. 

• Arboriculturist on hand to help coordinate the work and advise and answer any questions on 

trees/wildlife 

• Type of work, pruning, mulching and staking of trees 

• Teas coffee and refreshments supplied by SPC -  bring a packed lunch and make a day of it.  

• Use our new picnic tables. 



• It will all be outside so bring suitable clothing. 

Get in touch to let us know you're coming, e-mail info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk or call 0118 988 8220 

option 2 

 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


Friday Funday is back this October half-term (27th Oct 23 10-1pm) 

 

Natural History Museums Plans for Shinfield 

Take a look at the Plans for the Natural History Museum's Science and Digitisation Centre right here 

in Shinfield https://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/science-centre/plans.html 

Planning applications are due to submitted in November 2023 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/science-centre/plans.html?fbclid=IwAR2eANnLvhYJNd2NJYukNY6vU9RiK0Wzy26dfTy5qfh4XrIxo7g5KV-fZzY


 



 

 

Shinfield Parish Council visited Shinfield Studios (Studio 3) 

Our Councillors and Staff were invited back to Shinfield Studios to see the progress since our last visit 

in 2022.  They also visited Studio 3, the largest in the UK - pictured is a shot from the very high grid 

where the camera and film crew would be filming.  



 



Updates for our allotment holders  

 

Household Support Fund Awareness Week (16-22 Oct) 

It’s Household Support Fund Awareness Week (16 to 22 October). 

In Wokingham Borough the Government’s Household Support Fund has allocated about £1million to 

support residents with higher cost of living. It’s being used to fund projects, like the Winter Warmers 

scheme, as well as providing funding directly to residents. You can apply for one-off payments of 

£240 or £120, or £20 per week during the school holidays, depending on your households situation. 

How to apply for a Household Support Fund grant - if you live in Wokingham Borough can be found 

on the council’s website.  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/household-support-fund


 

 



 

 



 

The School Green War Memorial cleaned and prepped for 

Remembrance 2023 (Sunday 12th Nov 2023) 

As always, we ask that all vehicles are removed from the School Green car park by the evening of 

Saturday 11th November.  Thank you. 



 

 



 

Reading Family Aid’s Toys and Teens Appeal is BACK for 2023! 

  

Reading Family Aid is a local charity supporting disadvantaged children and their families. Each 

Christmas, the Toys and Teens Appeal helps guarantee that children, who would otherwise not 

receive a single present, have something to open on Christmas morning. 

  

Last year, over 3,000 children received a gift at Christmas, thanks to the generosity of our wonderful 

donors and supporters. 

  

With the cost-of-living crisis hitting families hard in so many ways, this support makes a real 

difference to every family.  Here’s just one of the many ‘thank you’ messages last year, showing how 

much your donations mean to families: 

  

"Hi thank you so much for the fantastic toys we received. This was the first time we had received toys 

from you. Our families were so grateful. Everything was brilliant. We are so grateful to you for what 

you do. You made many children very happy, especially this year when things are very tough for so 

many. A massive thank you." 

  

There are two ways you can help us.   



  

1. Donate toys at one of our donation points (or we will collect)  

2. Donate money to our appeal, to go towards additional toys 

  

For details of how to donate toys, please visit: www.readingfamilyaid.org/donate-toys.html  

  

To donate money, visit our gofundme page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/christmas-toys-and-teens-

appeal-2023  

  

Please help us to make this Christmas extra special for children and families who deserve it, this year. 

Thank you! 

 

http://www.readingfamilyaid.org/donate-toys.html
https://www.gofundme.com/f/christmas-toys-and-teens-appeal-2023
https://www.gofundme.com/f/christmas-toys-and-teens-appeal-2023


Congratulations 'Choose Love'  Shinfield Community Church raises 

£2.5k for refugees 

 

Parish Walk Leaflets  - use the QR to find out what's available in our 

Parish 

Or visit Footpaths, Cycleways & Local Walks - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report Sept 2023 

Welcome to our September footpath report. Much of the month was taken up working in the 

northwest corner of the parish over near junction 11 of the M4. You will have often heard of Reading 

footpath 13 that runs from the steps at the A33 embankment to Shinfield footpath 18. This footpath 

running along the border of Reading Borough Council and that of Wokingham is now an important 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-parish-volunteers/footpaths-cycleways-parish-walks/


part of a circular walk in that area. We reclaimed this footpath from the wilderness and over the last 

two years have been striving to keep it clear for walking. We are trying to encourage short grass to 

grow and not the nasty trip hazard wild flowers. They look great in the adjacent fields but not so 

welcome on the footpath surface. We are winning this battle. 

Our big project for the month was to make the first 110 metre section of footpath 18 from the 

Reading path much more user friendly. This part of the footpath suffered in much the same way as 

Reading 13 but we were able to install a membrane and reinstate the path surface with road 

shavings. This was made possible by the parish council providing most of the funding aided by a 

small contribution from the Loddon Valley Ramblers. The latter provided the labour so it was a win-

win situation for which the Shinfield Volunteer Group is extremely grateful. This surface will soon 

solidify and leaf litter will blend it into the surrounding vegetation. 

There are a couple of photos attached to this report for your interest but better still, if you can, why 

not go for a walk around the circuit. 

We have two more foliage tasks to complete before we close for the season and have a well earned 

rest. We will however still be monitoring the rights of way so please keep those reports coming in so 

that we can act on them. 

Please do continue to report any issues you find with the public rights of way network. We do 

respond. Please remember that you can if you wish report footpath issues online via the WBC 

website and tell us you have done so or of course Elaine and I are always happy to hear from you on 

our contact numbers below. 

Ray Sharp on 07761 251217 or ramblerray@gmail.com 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 

 



 

Shinfield Festive Fayre looking for stall holders  

Visit https://www.thebusinessnest.co.uk/shinfield-festive-fayre to register your interest. 

 

https://www.thebusinessnest.co.uk/shinfield-festive-fayre


Energy Outreach Project  

 



New Milk round coming to Shinfield in Nov 23 

 



What's on in the Parish and School Green Centre   

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



For more details of What's On in Shinfield Parish click here for our 

webpage  

 

 

 

School Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.ukwww.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Facebook  

Instagram 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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