
 

 
If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand corner) and 

select accessibility view.  

We are sending out our December newsletter slightly earlier this year, 

as there are some key updates and events taking place late 

November/early December  

Festive Fayre and 'Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree - Friday 1st 

Dec starting at 3:30pm 

We’re really jumping into Christmas this year with Festive Fayre and Rockin Around the Christmas 

Tree on Friday 1st December, starting at 3:30pm  

Our Festive Fayre showcasing local businesses, giving you an opportunity to find some new ideas for 

Christmas Gifts. There will also be an opportunity to visit the Repair Café 4:30pm-6:30pm (see 

below) to ensure your lights are ready for Christmas.   

At 5.30 pm everyone is invited to join us around the Christmas Tree (on the School Green) to belt out 

a mix of Christmas favourites as well as some well known carols. There will be mince pies and (non-

alcoholic) mulled wine. If it is raining we will get wet so please come dressed for the conditions!  The 



Festive Fayre will then continue until 8.00 pm - we look forward to seeing you all at our first Festive 

Fayre! 

 



Spencers Wood Repair Café at Shinfield Festive Fayre 4:30pm-

6:30pm 

 



Friday Funday back this December  

 



Free Buses on Saturdays in Nov/December 

 

Wokingham Borough Council are offering free bus travel on the six Saturdays leading up to 

Christmas... The free travel will be on offer to everyone that boards a bus in the borough from 18 

November to 23 December.  Included leopard 3 and route 600 - see link for more information and 

guidance.  

 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/.../free-bus-travel-festive... 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/free-bus-travel-festive-season?fbclid=IwAR0WsqlSvDETPrxiEwr_pPzJ0bslDvtSQolcrMvZ_WTa6B27m1Omzp8zFiM


Remembrance Sunday 2023 

 

  

Shinfield Parish Remembers 2023 

  

It is always an honour to host and support the Remembrance Sunday proceedings.  It was pleasing to 

see over 500 people from the community gather to pay their respects to those who laid down their 

lives for our country and support those who have been, or are, victims of war.  

  

Special thanks go to Rev Nathan Hunt and Rev Nigel Beer for their Remembrance Service, those who 

laid wreaths or provided a reading and to all the volunteers who take time to support Remembrance 

Sunday.  

  

Finally, our thanks to all those, young and old, who turn out each year to mark Remembrance Sunday. 

  

‘Lest we forget’ 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Message from Oakbank Headteacher, Steve Jump 

I wanted to take the opportunity to introduce myself to the residents of Shinfield Parish.  I had the 

pleasure of joining Oakbank as Headteacher in May 2022 following many years as an Assistant and 

Deputy Headteacher serving a variety of schools in Hertfordshire.   

I am sure many of you have memories of Ryeish Green, the school that formally occupied our school 

site.  The school has been adapted and changed substantially over the years. Most recently we have 

replaced and upgraded the windows in the old Victorian section of the school. Some of you may 

have also noticed that we had to remove the bell tower from the school (for safety 

reasons).  Thankfully we were able to salvage the old bell which is now proudly displayed in our 



reception area for staff, students, and visitors to see as they enter the school. The site has been 

replanted over the past four years with support from the Woodland Trust as well as our lovely 

neighbours Laurels Garden Centre and is flourishing.  Walking past the school, you may have noticed 

the addition of two flagpoles at the front of our reception building; one to display the winning house 

for the week and one to show our support of national and international events that the school is 

celebrating. Recently we displayed the Black History Month flag as well as one for Remembrance Day.  

In the classroom, our staff are passionate about their subjects, and we work together as a 

community to ensure high quality learning and teaching is taking place; as well as offering our 

students opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities from sporting competitions to 

science and strategy clubs. Our refreshed library is creating quite as buzz in school with a wide range 

of brand-new books along with several new seating areas. We are also fortunate to be supported by 

a strong PTA who organise bake sales and discos for our students; as well as providing the ice creams 

on Sports Day which we held on the large field behind the school in the Summer term!  

We are keen to open our doors to the local community and are passionate about improving 

outcomes for all our students. If you feel you can offer us any support in terms of careers provision, 

religious and spiritual guidance (we are fortunate already to be supported regularly by Shinfield 

Community Church as well as Bright Hope Church and the Loddon Benefice), or just want to come 

and have a look around the school, please do get in touch.  

We have a community event taking place in on the 7th December when we hold our annual 

Christmas Market. There will also be a Christmas Showcase taking place with performances in music 

and drama from our young people which you are more than welcome to come along to! 

Steve Jump  

Headteacher 

Oakbank School  



 

Waste Collections Christmas 2023 

 

Click on the link for information on changes to waste collections this Christmas. 



Christmas waste collection changes (wokingham.gov.uk) 

 

Deardon Orchard Volunteer Day 19th October 2023 

 

Another very successful volunteering day was held on Sunday 19th November at Deardon Orchard. 

The remainder of trees were given a supply of mulch to help them establish themselves and some 

were straightened and supported with stakes. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/christmas-waste-collection-changes


Thank you to all the volunteers who dedicated their time to help.  Special thanks to Steve Arnold 

from Tree Solutions who took the lead, and Matt Knight and his band of volunteers from the charity 

Freely Fruity, who are going to keep an eye on the orchard going forward.  



 



 



 

Parish Litter - we need your help! 

 

Did you know; 

• The parish bins we own are emptied once a week... 

• Our bins are labelled Shinfield Parish Council, the rest are owned by Wokingham Borough 

Council. 

• Many bins are being misused, this includes household waste - this then fills them up making 

them unusable for our Community who are walking past... 



• Wokingham Borough Council collect abandoned waste/fly tipping when reported through 

their website - to report visit https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-

collection/fly-tipping   

• You can request unlimited green recycling bags from Wokingham Borough Council. Visit 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/recycling/collect-or-order-recycling-

bags  

• Household waste blue bags are being replaced by a wheelie bin in autumn 2024 - read more 

here https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/waste-

collection-changes-coming-summer-2024  

 

Shout out to John, Our Grounds Maintenance Officer who is 

constantly busy keeping our parish safe and clean  

Just a couple of examples of the types of things John regularly does to maintain our parish.  

Church Lane before and after photos  - poor visibility for pedestrians and drivers  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/fly-tipping
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/fly-tipping
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/recycling/collect-or-order-recycling-bags
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/recycling/collect-or-order-recycling-bags
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/waste-collection-changes-coming-summer-2024
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/waste-collection/waste-collection-changes-coming-summer-2024


 

 



 

 

Bus stops on Hollow Lane now graffiti free!  

 



 



 

 

UPDATE: New bus stop for Hollow Lane/School Green stop -  ordered and should arrive and be 

installed late November/Early December. 

Help at Christmas (wokingham.gov.uk) 

Where you can go for help this festive season in Wokingham Borough. 

Help on Christmas Day 

Anyone who might be spending Christmas Day alone can get help from the Link Visiting Scheme. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-christmas
https://www.linkvisiting.org/christmas


They’ll be offering a traditional Christmas dinner on 25 December at a local venue in the borough, 

with people to talk too and a gift of treats. Open to anyone who might be spending the day alone: 

• Register to attend or refer someone for the event 

• Register your interest to volunteer 

Cowshed Christmas sacks for children 

The Cowshed’s Christmas project aims to provide children with a memorable and joyous holiday 

experience. 

Each sack will be filled with approximately five thoughtfully selected presents, a book, stocking fillers, 

and a delicious selection pack of treats. All gifts will be provided wrapped and in fabric sacks made by 

the Cowshed’s Craft Group Volunteers. 

• The Cowshed will contact families to confirm children’s preferences 

• Refer those who most need help 

• Capacity is capped at 2,000 children – refer early 

• Referrals are online 

• Gifts are for children only 

Make a Christmas sack referral to the Cowshed on its website. If you have any questions 

contact christmas@thecowshed.org 

A Christmas Presence 

A community Christmas project brought to you by First Days Children’s Charity, SHARE Wokingham, 

Wokingham Foodbank and other local charities. 

A Christmas Presence helps Wokingham Borough families which cannot afford gifts for their children 

or Christmas food items. The teams will be transforming the Elevate Centre in Denmark Street into a 

Christmas Grotto, and setting up a ‘shop’ where parents/carers are invited to come and choose 

exactly what they know their children will love. Anyone struggling to afford everything they need for 

Christmas can request help. Anyone who works with people who may need this help, can apply on 

their behalf. Please ensure that the resident knows you are passing on their contact details and has 

given permission for you to share their details. 

• Apply or refer someone for help through a Christmas Presence 

Help with food 

Wokingham Foodbank will be: 

• Closed on the bank holidays but otherwise open 

• Delivering food parcels only between Christmas and New Year 

• Emergency energy support vouchers will be distributed throughout the festive period 

If you need help before Christmas, check the help with food page in the cost of living help hub. 

CLASP 

https://www.linkvisiting.org/contact-us
https://forms.office.com/e/USaXshrJU5
https://www.thecowshed.org/christmas-present-appeal/
https://www.thecowshed.org/christmas-gift-sack-referral-form/
mailto:christmas@thecowshed.org
https://www.firstdays.net/christmas-2023
https://www.firstdays.net/christmas-2023
https://www.firstdays.net/christmas-presence-application
https://wokingham.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/help-essentials/help-food


CLASP will be running a full December timetable for people with learning disabilities, full of festive 

events and fun. 

Check the what’s on information on the CLASP website for full timetables. 

Travel 

Free bus travel when you get on at most stops in the borough on Saturdays in the run up to 

Christmas: 

• Check routes and dates 

Donate 

• Wokingham Borough Mayor Cllr Beth Rowland is running a reverse advent calendar appeal 

with Woodley Foodbank – donate food items for Christmas for those in need 

• Wokingham Foodbank is also running a Reverse Advent Appeal you can donate to 

• You can donate to support The Link Visiting Scheme’s festive programme, including 

Christmas Day 

• You can donate to support the Cowshed’s Christmas gift sacks 

• You can donate to support a Christmas Presence through donating, buying gifts or 

volunteering 

https://www.claspwokingham.org/blog/categories/untitled-category
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/free-bus-travel-festive-season
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/mayor-teams-woodley-foodbank-advent-appeal
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2023/mayor-teams-woodley-foodbank-advent-appeal
https://wokingham.foodbank.org.uk/reverse-advent/
https://localgiving.org/appeal/ChristmasLink/
https://www.justgiving.com/thecowshed
https://www.firstdays.net/christmas-2023


Toys and Teens Appeal - deadline for donations 3rd December 

 

My Journey Christmas challenge to bling your bike & a chance to 

win a £25 voucher 

Why not join in the My Journey Christmas challenge to bling your bike, scooter or even yourself in 

the most festive way possible for the journey if you walk, scoot or cycle to or from school? 

Take a picture of your festive creation and send to myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk before 13 

December 2023. 

You could be in with a chance of winning a £25 Decathlon voucher and there will be some My 

Journey goody bags, including a two family swim vouchers for use in Carnival Pool, for two lucky 

runners-up. 

mailto:myjourney@wokingham.gov.uk


 

Christmas — The Link Visiting Scheme 

Christmas 2023 

For the 12th consecutive year, we’re delighted to be spreading the warmth of the festive season to 

those struggling with loneliness in our community. We will be offering a delicious, traditional 

Christmas dinner on December 25th at a local venue, a friend to talk to, and a gift of treats.  

Referrals 

The spirit of connection and togetherness is what drives us, and we believe that everyone deserves a 

special and memorable Christmas. If you or someone you know would love some extra company, 

don’t hesitate to reach out. Let's make this season truly special for everyone involved.  

Volunteer opportunities 

https://www.linkvisiting.org/christmas
https://www.linkvisiting.org/contact-us


If you would like to volunteer on Christmas Day, fill in this short form and we’ll be in touch!  

 

Art Exhibition October 2024 

We are compiling a list of all local Artists and Crafts people in preparation for next years Art 

Exhibition - if you'd like to be included please send your details to info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

 

https://forms.office.com/e/USaXshrJU5
mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


What's on in the Parish and School Green Centre   

 



Charity Events 

 

Christmas Events  

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

For more details of What's On in Shinfield Parish click here for our 

webpage  

Made in Shinfield Parish  

We have created the concept and brand Made in Shinfield Parish which is distinguishable by the 

new logo. 

This idea is to clearly promote key activities and events in our Parish on our noticeboards in a 

structured way.  If you'd like your event advertised, and it's being held within the parish, please get in 

contact and send flyers to info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

example of how this looks below, which has some key dates for your dairies  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


 



Thank you for your support this year.  We are reaching more and 

more of our community each month with our newsletters. Warmest 

wishes from all at Shinfield Parish Council, we do hope you enjoy 

the festivities this Christmas!  

School Green Centre Opening Dates & Times for Christmas Period 

 

 

 

School Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 



www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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