
 

 

SPC Newsletter January 2024 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand corner) and 

select accessibility view.  

Festive Fayre and 'Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree 

 

The 1st Shinfield Festive Fayre was a huge success hundreds of people turned up for the local stalls 

and singalong.  Everyone gathered around the tree on School Green for Rocking around the 

Christmas tree, the event was opened by our Chairman Cllr Andrew Grimes and Bruce our Clerk 

switched on the lights, then the sing along which was led by Soph from Sing For Yourself, who runs 

sessions at the School Green Centre on a Thursday afternoon (see flyer below) it was such a joyful 

https://youtu.be/pWRbvokWWBs


experience seeing the community all come together.  Please put 6th December in your dairies for 

the same again this year! 

Thank you to Cllr Johnson for the drone footage. 

 

Express your interest to run the Café at the School Green Centre  

 



Spencers Wood Pavilion Room Hire  - Special Offer until 31st March 

2024 

 



Crossfields School Open Events 

 

Friday Funday Christmas 2023 & Feb Half-term 

Fantastic fun was had by all who attended the Friday Funday at the School Green Centre on the 22nd 

and 29th December 2023, a regular event held during school holidays.  Activities include themed 

colouring sheets and crafts as well as bouncy castles, a ball pit and soft play equipment. 

  

These events are arranged to give families somewhere to entertain children of primary school age 

and under, funded by Shinfield Parish Council.   Voluntary donations are used to help fund the hire of 

equipment from ‘Artists Harvest’, and craft supplies. 

  

We started this event in August 2023 and it has created a buzz to the School Green Centre with many 

children returning to each session. 

  

The next session will be held during the February half term where we are ready to welcome all 

families in the area.  (See flyer below) 



 

 

 



 

Free WBC Courses this January & February  

If anyone would like to enrol on any of these courses, they can click on the links or they can contact 

the team on 01189 743797 or adulteducation@wokingham.gov.uk  

Helping your Child with Maths 

• 16 January, Tuesday 7.30pm to 8.30pm, online via Zoom 

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Multiply - Helping your Child with Maths - CENTURY (Online) (webenrol.com) 

Refresh your own maths skills while gaining confidence in how to support your children with their 

own maths learning. Starting with an initial tutor led session, you’ll then have access to an online 

learning platform which covers school years 3 to 7 - you can choose which content is appropriate for 

yourself. There is also a follow up session on 30 January, Tuesday 7:30pm to 8:30pm, online via 

Zoom. 

Love Food, Hate Waste 

• 17 January to 7 February, Wednesdays 10am to 12 noon, Residents Resource Centre, 

Winnersh 

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Multiply - Love Food Hate Waste (webenrol.com) 

mailto:adulteducation@wokingham.gov.uk
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2335&catID=20&locationID=&
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2326&catID=16&locationID=&


Do you want to learn how to make the most out of the food you buy and cook? This course will 

explore practical tips to get more from your food. It will cover ways to reduce waste and save money, 

healthy eating, and meal preparation and a chance to refresh and gain confidence in maths skills to 

help with these areas. 

Excel at Budgeting 

• 18 January, Thursday 10.00am to 12.00pm, Wokingham Library or  

• Free course 

• Enrol here – January course Multiply - Excel at Budgeting (webenrol.com)  

Have you thought about using Excel for your own personal budgeting purposes? Learn how to 

manage what you spend against your income or budget using basic formatting and maths functions 

in Excel. This is aimed at people with a basic knowledge of using Excel and is part of the Multiply 

initiative 

Helping you with your Maths 

• 18 January, Thursday, 7:00pm to 8:00pm, online via Zoom 

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Multiply - Help with Your Maths - CENTURY (Online) (webenrol.com) 

Refresh the basic maths skills which are used in everyday life and work including fractions, 

percentages, ratios, probability, and lots more. The course will help you assess your current skill level 

and identify areas in which you can improve your maths skills further. After an initial tutor led 

interactive session, you’ll have access to an online course which you can work through at your own 

pace and focus on areas you’d like to improve. The follow up session will be on 1 February, 7:00pm to 

8:00pm, online via Zoom. 

Money Management 

• 19 January, Friday, 9:30am to 11:30am, Rainbow Park Community Centre 

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Multiply - Money Management (webenrol.com) 

Would you like to improve your household budgeting? This course will support learners with 

understanding household spending and introduce the basics of how to make and manage a 

household budget. It will look at the value of planning in advance, consider typical spending habits as 

well as maths tools to help assess promotions and deals to calculate whether they are a true saving 

for you 

Maths for the workplace  

• 22 January, Monday 7pm to 8pm, online via Zoom 

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Multiply - Maths in the Workplace – CENTURY (Online) (webenrol.com) 

https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2328&catID=16&locationID=&
https://skillsforlife.campaign.gov.uk/courses/multiply/
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2341&catID=16&locationID=&
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2345&catID=16&locationID=&
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2340&catID=16&locationID=&


New year, new job? Refresh your basic work maths skills with our new online courses. Various 

available covering maths skills for specific industries including construction, health and social care, 

hair and beauty, business and administration, sport, and hospitality and catering. 

After an initial tutor led interactive session, you’ll have access to an online course which you can 

work through at your own pace and focus on areas you’d like to improve. The follow up session will 

be on 5 February, Monday, 7pm to 8pm, online via Zoom. 

Learn with Lego 

• 25 January, Thursday 12.30pm to 2.30pm, Ambleside Childrens Centre, Woodley or  

• 1 February, Thursday 12.30pm to 2.30pm, Brambles Children’s Centre, Wokingham  

• Free course 

• Enrol here - Ambleside - Multiply - Learn with Lego (webenrol.com) or Brambles Multiply - 

Learn with Lego (webenrol.com) 

Learn how to use Lego with your children for more than building! Explore basic maths and gain 

confidence in using bricks to help your child count and measure and explore mathematical problems 

of symmetry and patterns. This course is aimed at parents / carers of pre-schoolers and infant school 

aged children.  

If you would like any further information about the courses, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With kind regards,  

  

Hannah Lee 

Multiply Project Coordinator  

Wokingham Borough Council 

Email: Hannah.lee@wokingham.gov.uk Tel: 07787892659 

Wokingham Borough - a great place to live, learn, work & grow and a great place to do business  

Website: www.wokingham.gov.uk 

https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2333&catID=20&locationID=&
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2334&catID=20&locationID=&
https://www.webenrol.com/wokingham/?page=detail&courseCode=MY2334&catID=20&locationID=&
mailto:Hannah.lee@wokingham.gov.uk
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Bollards on School Green 

The rotten wooden bollards have all been replaced with mock wood recycled plastic ones - these are 

designed to be much more robust for longevity.  The taller bollards are able to be removed to allow 

access to the Green.   



 

Thank you to those who supported the Toys & Teens Appeal 2023 

Taken from Toys & Teens appeal webpage  -  

Toys and Teens Appeal 2023 

We had another fantastic year for Reading Family Aid's Toys and Teens Appeal! We provided 668 

sacks full of toys and presents for over 2484 children in Reading and the surrounding area. Read all 

about the 2023 Appeal in our latest blog. 

If you still have toys to donate, we will start accepting them again in 2024 so please hang on to them. 

Watch this space for more information. www.readingfamilyaid.org/toys--teens-appeal.html 

 

Shinfield Parish Council staff were extremely proud to be actively involved and a collection point  for 

this appeal and will continue to support this important charity year on year. Congratulations to all 

those who made this possible. 

 

https://www.readingfamilyaid.org/our-blog/toys-and-teens-appeal-20239158164
https://www.readingfamilyaid.org/toys--teens-appeal.html


Ringing for the Rainbow Trust 

In the most wonderful example of community supporting the community, the Shinfield and 

Swallowfield church bellringers gave up a Christmas shopping opportunity to instead spend their 

Sunday afternoon supporting the Rainbow Trust.  This charity provides emotional and practical 

support 24/7 to families who have a child with a life-threatening or terminal illness. 

The bells of each tower were rung for one hour on Sunday 26th November in support of the Rainbow 

Trust “No Family Alone” appeal and families of all faiths (and none) in our local parishes where a 

child is suffering from, or who has been lost to terminal illness.   As a result of the ringers’ efforts an 

incredible £1280.00 in total was raised towards the appeal.  The Charity is enormously grateful to the 

Shinfield and Swallowfield Bellringers and to all those who donated for their incredible generosity.  

Locally, the Swallowfield-based Rainbow Trust team still has a waiting list of families in need of their 

support.  Do please get in touch if you are a school, business or other organisation which can 

fundraise for us, support us with access to child-centric activities or partner with us in any 

way.  Contact Natalie.whitby-lear@rainbowtrust.org.uk or reading.volunteer@rainbowtrust.org.uk   

 

mailto:Natalie.whitby-lear@rainbowtrust.org.uk
mailto:reading.volunteer@rainbowtrust.org.uk


Alder Grove Nursery Open Days for Sept 2024 intake 

 

CHANGES APPROVED FOR PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES AND 

WARD BOUNDARIES 

Important changes to the parliamentary constituencies and ward boundaries in Wokingham Borough 

have been made following independent reviews. 

  

There will be all-out borough elections in May 2024, with all 54 seats up for contention on 

Wokingham Borough Council.  

  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/changes-approved-parliamentary-constituencies-and-ward-boundaries
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/changes-approved-parliamentary-constituencies-and-ward-boundaries


Following a review by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE), changes 

have been made to the electoral ward boundaries in the borough. The LGBCE began this process in 

August 2022 and held two rounds of consultation to gauge public opinion on its recommendations. 

The final proposal was approved by Parliament in November. 

  

The review was conducted to ensure councillors represent roughly the same number of electors and 

that ward arrangements will help the council work effectively. The number of councillors will remain 

at 54 but there will now be 18 wards , represented by three members each, which are as follows: 

  

• Barkham & Arborfield 

• Bulmershe & Coronation 

• Emmbrook 

• Evendons 

• Finchampstead 

• Hawkedon 

• Hillside 

• Loddon 

• Maiden Erlegh & Whitegates 

• Norreys 

• Shinfield  

• South Lake 

• Spencers Wood & Swallowfield 

• Thames 

• Twyford, Ruscombe & Hurst 

• Winnersh 

• Wescott 

• Wokingham Without 

  

Both the new and current boundaries can be viewed online, while full details of the LGBCE review 

are available on the commission website. 

  

This means that some residents will be voting in a different ward to the one in which they last cast 

their vote. It is therefore important to read your poll card carefully when it arrives in April, as it will 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/wokingham
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-11/si_2023-1271_-_the_wokingham_electoral_changes_order_map.pdf
https://wokingham.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=be3c2d5aa3f84eddb1035b2d81aec6dd
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/wokingham


tell you which polling station you can vote at. Any new polling stations will be confirmed at the end 

of January. 

  

In addition to the ward boundary changes, there are also new parliamentary constituency 

boundaries to elect Members of Parliament.  

  

There are now two constituencies in Wokingham Borough which are:  

• Wokingham 

• Earley and Woodley 

  

The Wokingham and the new Earley and Woodley constituency are administered by Wokingham 

Borough Council. This change came because of a different review, which was carried out by the 

Boundary Commission for England.  

  

Andrew Moulton, returning officer at Wokingham Borough Council, said: “Our message to residents 

is to get ready for this year’s elections as soon as possible. There are significant changes being 

introduced to elections and the voting process, but by planning ahead you can cast your vote with 

confidence in May. Remember to read your polling card carefully when it arrives, as this will tell you 

where to vote and remind you to bring photo ID.” 

To administer the election, the council is currently reviewing the polling places used. A four-week 

consultation was held on proposed changes to polling places and any changes will be confirmed by 

Council this month. 

  

What you can do now 

  

With all of these changes in mind, it is important to ensure you are prepared and able to cast your 

vote in May. Make sure you are registered to vote by midnight on Tuesday 16 April and remember to 

bring suitable photo ID with you to the polling station. A list of accepted forms of ID is available on 

the Electoral Commission’s website. 

If you do not have suitable ID, you can apply for a free Voter Authority Certificate online. Those 

residents wishing to vote by post or proxy in May can also apply online.  

  

In May 2024, there is also a Police and Crime Commissioner election for Thames Valley, with the 

possibility of parish council elections if there are any contested seats. Residents should not only be 

prepared for the elections in May, but also the next general election. Although a date for the next 

election has not yet been announced, it must be held by 28 January 2025, although it could be called 

sooner.  

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
http://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
https://www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote


Message from our Clerk 

  

WBC has decided to move to 18 wards each with three councillors (so the total number of borough 

councillors stays at 54). The previous one seat ward of Shinfield North and the village of Shinfield will 

combine to become a new Shinfield ward. Three Mile Cross, Spencers Wood and Grazeley will join 

with Swallowfield to become a new ward called Spencers Wood and Swallowfield.  

  

This will mean that those voters in the new Shinfield ward who would previously have voted at 

Spencers Wood Pavilion or Three Mile Cross will now be expected to vote at the School Green 

Centre. WBC will issue polling cards as usual nearer to election day (2nd May 2024). 

  

For the general election all of the parish of Shinfield will lie in the newly created parliamentary 

constituency of Earley and Woodley. The parliamentary constituency tends to follow borough wards 

so in addition to the WBC wards that cover Shinfield referred to above this seat and the borough 

wards covering Earley and Woodley it  will also include two wards that used to be in the Reading East  

Mobile Catering within the Parish  

The Happy Bee now at the School Green Centre weekdays from 8am until lunchtime and on Saturday 

mornings at Ryeish Green Sports Hub for fresh coffee & savouries. 

 



 

 

Pizzatron  

Thursday 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM Spencers Wood Recreation Ground, Clares Green Rd, Reading RG7 1DY 

https://www.pizzatron.co.uk/pizzas  

https://www.pizzatron.co.uk/pizzas


 

Shinfield Takeaway, School Green 5pm til late every day 

 

Howe & Co Fish & Chip Van  

Shinfield RG29BT 

Website: https://www.howeandcofishandchips.co.uk/van30/ 

Phone: 07960772007 

Monday Evening - 5:55pm - 8:30pm 

Van 30 

https://www.howeandcofishandchips.co.uk/van30/


 

Message from Share Shinfield 

Happy New Year!! We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas. Share Shinfield at Shinfield Community 

Church will resume Monday 8 January, 1230pm and we are really looking forward to welcoming 

everyone back! URGENT PLEA! We need more drivers to be able to do all the necessary collections of 

food for our food share. Commitment certainly doesn't need to be weekly - monthly is fine! 

Collections are generally either 4/5/6 Sunday evenings dropped at the church (so could take c1-1.5 

hours out of your Sunday), Monday morning 10am from Wokingham (again about an hour collecting 

from 3 stores) or a couple of shinfield collections c10am, or Thursday afternoons at 3, collect fresh 

fruit and veg from Wokingham and bring back to Shinfield... So not bags of time but our current 

volunteers are maxed out and so we are desparate need of new bodies! If you're interested please 

send us a PM! Full instructions for collections will be given and you'll be joining the most fabulous 

team eveeeeeeer!!!!!! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/431061270426014/user/100064332836587/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWfXYVhogAlXl-8EdH3tkoFzqUkz9fj585c5gwcj7aG6o3yKh8hS3tW1_s3PtJtLa-71uqsd15zKs8REGzcGDKZvRHdro3zACnJiEz7SgZghiX8bimIeGTl_1f0UjOwH-tPOyRgTSqNCBbhrsVYXZpyB5CM9Jbq68hnsht1jlPF055Q7731ShrqBJLTBxRUGpQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/431061270426014/user/100064332836587/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWfXYVhogAlXl-8EdH3tkoFzqUkz9fj585c5gwcj7aG6o3yKh8hS3tW1_s3PtJtLa-71uqsd15zKs8REGzcGDKZvRHdro3zACnJiEz7SgZghiX8bimIeGTl_1f0UjOwH-tPOyRgTSqNCBbhrsVYXZpyB5CM9Jbq68hnsht1jlPF055Q7731ShrqBJLTBxRUGpQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R


What's on in the Parish, School Green Centre & Spencers Wood 

Pavilion 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

For more details of What's On in Shinfield Parish click here for our 

webpage  

 

 

School Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


Facebook  

Instagram 

https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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