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Beautiful sunrise over Shinfield Parish & Swans making the most of the flood water at Langley Mead - 

Thanks to 2dronesphotography 

Parish Maintenance & Updates  - #Pride in our Parish  

John, our Groundskeeper has recently been out to Grazeley and other parts of the parish. Few 

examples of his work below.   



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Pre-school & Playground in Spencers Wood  



 



 



 



 

Hyde End Road  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

Newsletter: Do you know anyone that hasn't signed up? 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/uHICHlJbQnG7miQQ#content=hSeSlusAigoxEj 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/uHICHlJbQnG7miQQ#content=hSeSlusAigoxEj


Save the date for our Annual Community Parish Litter Pick 10/04/24 

 



Update on The Happy Bee's Opening Times  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Karen will not be at the School Green Centre from 6th-8th March. 

Committee Minutes and Paperwork 

 

For more information on past and future council meetings and business, visit our homepage 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk or click on the link Committee and Events calendar  

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/meetings-events/


Meet your Shinfield Parish Staff  - this month our Allotments Officer 

 



Cafe Update 

 



Volunteers needed to coordinate Baby & Toddler Group at School 

Green Centre (Friday am) 

 

We are holding a meeting to get this group up and running again and so were asking anyone that is 

interested in helping to attend. 

When/where: 10am on 8th March at the School Green Centre  - let us know you're coming by either 

responding to this post or emailing info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk (Bring your little ones, we will meet 

in the cafe area as there is some toys and books in there to keep the little ones occupied) 

We look forward to making this group what is needed in our Community as a safe space has been 

allocated for FREE every friday morning term-time 9.30-11.30am.(except for school holidays when 

we hold Friday Fundays when people who use this group can join in the soft play session which also 

caters for babies and toddlers) 



Spencers Wood Library  - Volunteers needed for Rhymetime and 

general running of the library 

 

Spencers Wood Library Rhymetime Volunteer 

Our team at Spencer’s Wood Library are looking for a Rhymetime Volunteer! 

Rhymetime sessions are held on the first Thursday of the month. Volunteers interested in this role 

will be required to lead the session in rhyme and song for under 5s and their parents and carers for 

around twenty minutes. You do not have to have the voice of an angel, just some enthusiasm and the 

willingness to commit to this role once a month. All volunteers are given the opportunity to observe 

Rhymetime sessions until they feel comfortable and confident in running a session independently. 

Please note that we are more than happy to select applications from friends who may be interested 

in running this session together. Wokingham Borough Council Libraries are amenable to adjusting the 

weekday and timing of this session to accommodate volunteer availability. 

  

If you would like to get involved, please contact volunteer@wokingham.gov.uk 

mailto:volunteer@wokingham.gov.uk


 

Local Community Library Volunteering 

Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) Libraries are currently recruiting volunteers for Spencer’s Wood 

Library. This role requires volunteers to work in teams in order to open and close the library site, take 

daily health and safety checklists, provide friendly customer services, shelve books and generally 

keep things tidy. You will be required to commit to a certain number of hours at this site per month. 

This role is flexible and you are able to offer to volunteer on site either weekly or monthly. All 

volunteers will be supported by the WBC Libraries team, and are required to complete compulsory 

training and a basic DBS check before the starting their work. 

  

Please note all applicants must be twenty-one years of age and over to apply for this role. 

  

Further enquiries can be made at libraries@wokingham.gov.uk  

mailto:libraries@wokingham.gov.uk


Not had your blue waste bags delivered yet? and need more 

recycling bags? 

 

Check your delivery date here https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/blue-bin-

bags/check-your-blue-bin-bag-delivery  

 

We have some recycling bags at the School Green Centre, just pop in. 

Adult Education Courses March 2024 

Understanding your Pay Slip 

• 5 March, Tuesdays 10am to 12 noon, St Pauls Parish Rooms, Wokingham 

• Free course 

• Apply here 

Do you understand everything that is on your payslip and what it all means? This course is designed 

to support learners with understanding the information provided on a pay slip including pay periods, 

National Insurance, and tax. It is a practical course which will look at the types of calculations used to 

help explain the deductions from the money that you earned. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/blue-bin-bags/check-your-blue-bin-bag-delivery
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling/blue-bin-bags/check-your-blue-bin-bag-delivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzQ2JmNhdElEPTE2JmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.DDZEQCXv1fC3hTAF_HtNGYFGSSOOJQMcQY9R6yrqHYI/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l


Maths for the Workplace 

• 18 March, Monday 7pm to 8pm, online via Zoom  

• Free course 

• Apply here for February course or Apply here for March course  

Refresh your basic work maths skills with our new online courses. Various available covering maths 

skills for specific industries including construction, health and social care, hair and beauty, business 

and administration, sport, and hospitality and catering. 

After an initial tutor led interactive session, you’ll have access to an online course which you can 

work through at your own pace and focus on areas you’d like to improve. There are also optional 

follow up sessions available.  

Help your Child with Maths 

• 14 March, Thursday 7.45pm to 8.45pm, online via Zoom  

• Free course 

• Apply here for February course or Apply here for March course  

Refresh your own maths skills while gaining confidence in how to support your children with their 

own maths learning. Starting with an initial tutor led session, you’ll then have access to an online 

learning platform which covers school years 3 to 7 - you can choose which content is appropriate for 

yourself. There are also optional follow up sessions available.  

Introduction to iPads - Digital Skills for Beginners 

• 6 March to 27 March, Wednesdays 10am to 12pm, Cornerstone, Wokingham 

• £30 - free to those on jobseeking benefits or low incomes 

• Apply by calling 0118 974 3797 

Get started with your iPad and gain confidence using it and the internet. The course covers settings, 

connecting securely to a WIFI network, swipe actions and the virtual keypad, using the App Store and 

internet browser. Learners do not need to bring their own device.  

Terrific Times Tables 

• 21 March, Thursday 12.30pm to 2.30pm, Ambleside Children's Centre Woodley  

• Free course 

• Apply here 

Gain confidence in how to support your children with learning their times tables and the fun ways 

you can support them at home. Discover the different methods taught in school and expectations for 

each year group including the Year 4 national times tables test. 

Fun with Time 

• 22 March, Friday 10am to 12pm, Finchampstead Children's Centre, FBC Centre 

• Free course 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzQ4JmNhdElEPTE2JmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.ZdwZmrQbl5rLO20ykh4Wne33psB1DMplf5RmPM0APBw/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzUwJmNhdElEPTE2JmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.VAf7vQbre4EPoYrpzh5_SBwTvZSMcOmaNy8U0qP2z1k/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzM2JmNhdElEPTIwJmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.NRifEgXdwSyNkQuScQxNIrCvC3OuueGhTIixioNwvb8/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzU1JmNhdElEPTIwJmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.i_T2jdL800px5IMy_7s2jF8HLFhI0LPfjto5pGAAU38/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzU0JmNhdElEPTIwJmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.FxQgyh8Dt-7eTPPMlTR9FRRnGlBzWXFVw9roITDOcsw/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l


• Apply here 

Gain confidence in how to support your children with telling the time and the fun ways you can 

support their learning at home. Discover the different methods used to teach time in school and the 

expectations of each year group. 

Confidence for the Future Programme 

Wokingham Borough Council's Economic Development Team are introducing an exciting new 

employability programme to support people back into work or volunteering. The programme will 

include an induction session; online employment research and employability courses; and a work 

placement or volunteering assignment. You will be supported by a mentor who will help you find the 

right route for you, looking at your aspirations and current skills. Click here to find out more and to 

apply. 

Eligibility and costs  

To be eligible for Adult Education courses, you need to: 

Live or work within the Wokingham Borough, or have a child attending a Wokingham school, 

• AND be over 19 years old (as of 31st August 2023) 

• AND be a UK or Irish citizen or a non-UK national with permission to live in the UK and have 

ordinarily been resident in the UK for at least 3 years 

All Ukrainian adults and their family members supported through the Ukraine Family Scheme and 

Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme are immediately eligible for courses and are exempt from the 3-year 

residency requirement. 

Learners with a BN(O) visa are eligible to apply for Community Learning courses immediately. 

There are a number of other exemptions including those for some asylum seekers or refugees. Please 

email us or call 0118 974 3797 if you wish to discuss any exemptions further. 

Some courses are free and those courses that have a cost are free for anyone who is in receipt of 

Universal Credit (work related), Employment Support Allowance, Jobseeker’s Allowance, or are on 

low income (under £20,000). Please contact us with any queries around costs.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9ZGV0YWlsJmNvdXJzZUNvZGU9TVkyMzU2JmNhdElEPTIwJmxvY2F0aW9uSUQ9JiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTYuOTAzNTc4ODEifQ.S1JQHjeHvlUMwgjVpP3cTHFpHkmYxWWsFeTw0-ztc70/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndlYmVucm9sLmNvbS93b2tpbmdoYW0vP3BhZ2U9bGlzdCZjYXRJRD0yMSYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjE2LjkwMzU3ODgxIn0.ye4-ExttjKEWsjjuAOSwkW0cHKaHpQlO-6PhyicltzE/s/1300364448/br/237251827488-l
mailto:adulteducation@wokingham.gov.uk
mailto:adulteducation@wokingham.gov.uk


HELPING RESIDENTS TO VOTE BY POST AT UPCOMING ELECTIONS 

 

Residents who wish to vote by post at upcoming elections are being reminded to read about recent 

changes to absent voting. 

  

New rules around postal voting are coming into effect this year, including how often you need to 

apply and how your vote is handled. These are as a result of the Elections Act 2022, which has seen a 

number of changes to elections and voting. 

  

Local elections are taking place on Thursday 2 May, with all 54 seats up for contention on 

Wokingham Borough Council. On the same day, there is also a Police and Crime Commissioner 

election for the Thames Valley and there may be parish council elections if any seats are contested. 

  

Absent voting allows you to vote in an election by post or by proxy if you are unable to vote in person 

at the polling station on the day. For example, you may be unable to vote in person if you are at work, 

on holiday or have a medical condition or disability that makes it difficult. 

  

The deadline to apply for a postal vote for the May elections is 5pm on Wednesday 17 April. If you 

decide to vote by post, you will receive a pack that includes your ballot paper. This must be 

completed and returned in time for your vote to count.  

  

Andrew Moulton, Returning Officer at Wokingham Borough Council, said: “We know that a decent 

proportion of the borough opts for postal voting and with lots of changes coming in this year we 

want to make sure everyone understands them and is prepared for the May elections. 

  

“Choosing to vote by post is a convenient option for many and allows residents who would be unable 

to attend a polling station in person to have the same rights. Make sure you are registered to vote 

and read about the changes to postal voting to ensure you are ready for the elections in May.” 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/helping-residents-vote-post-upcoming-elections
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/vote-post-or-proxy
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/changes-elections-and-voting
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/what-you-need-know-be-ready-upcoming-elections
https://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


  

If you are a postal voter, once received, you should complete and return your ballot paper pack as 

soon as possible using a Royal Mail post box.  

  

If you miss the post, you can hand it in at the council offices at Shute End in Wokingham, or at your 

polling station on election day. However, choosing to hand in your postal vote will mean that you 

must complete an additional form with an authorised member of staff. If you do not, your postal 

vote will be rejected. Wokingham Borough Council is therefore urging residents to act promptly 

and ensure postal votes are returned using a Royal Mail post box. 

  

In addition, voters will not be permitted to hand in more than five postal ballot packs in addition to 

their own. Political parties and campaigners will be banned from handling postal vote packs. 

  

It is now possible to apply for a postal vote or proxy through a new central government portal. You 

will need to provide your national insurance number when you apply, whether you decide to use the 

website or a paper application. 

  

For security reasons, all postal and proxy vote applications must include a handwritten signature, 

date of birth and national insurance number. This is the case for both online and paper applications. 

  

The new legislation means postal voters must reapply to vote every three years instead of every five 

years. Current postal voters do not need to re-apply and will be contacted by January 2026. 

  

If for some reason your ballot paper is spoilt, do not throw any part of the pack away. Instead, you 

can return it to the council and a replacement will be issued up to 5pm on polling day. 

  

To receive a paper application form for either a postal or proxy vote, you can contact the electoral 

services team by email or call (0118) 974 6000. This form can be returned by email or by post to 

Shute End in Wokingham. 

  

Public: Information that can be seen and used by everyone inside and outside the Council. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
https://www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote
mailto:electoralservices@wokingham.gov.uk
mailto:electoralservices@wokingham.gov.uk


HUNDREDS MORE CHILDREN NOW ABLE TO VISIT UFTON EACH 

YEAR 

 

Ufton is on the road with a minibus thanks to the support of The Clothworkers’ Foundation. 

The children’s education charity now has a 17-seater minibus to ensure local children can access 

activities at The Nest at Ufton Court. Designed as a sanctuary for children struggling in traditional 

classrooms, The Nest offers a dynamic blend of nurturing support and hands-on learning experiences. 

Tackling hurdles such as peer dynamics, regulating behaviour and emotional resilience head-on. The 

Nest is a beacon of hope for young minds seeking empowerment. 

Ufton’s CEO, Sarah Lindsell, said “We are thrilled to receive such a generous donation from the 

Clothworkers’ Foundation. This is going to transform our ability to give more children a chance to 

thrive and flourish, improving their confidence and self-esteem as foundations for learning.” 

If you want to know more about our work with vulnerable children and to support us through 

volunteering or donation visit www.ufton.org.uk or click here. 

Ufton is a forward-thinking charity committed to providing transformative learning experiences. Our 

educational initiatives encompass a diverse range, including History, Nature and Outdoor Learning, 

Ufton Adventure, The Nest (our alternative provision for children facing classroom challenges), and a 

unique outreach/on-the-road provision offering engaging curriculum-based day visits in schools 

focused on History & Nature. To know more click here. 

Ufton Court Educational Trust, Ufton Court, Green Lane, Ufton Nervet, Reading, RG7 4HD | Phone: 

0118 983 2099 | uftoncourt.org.uk | Charity Number 1116659 

http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/
http://www.ufton.org.uk/


NEW, world-leading weather centre approved by WBC  

 

 

 

Plans for the new cutting-edge, international headquarters for the ECMWF have been approved by 

WBC at the Whiteknights Campus.  It will be home for 300 scientists and other staff while they do 

world-leading work on all things weather, climate and forecasting.  It will create one of the largest 

clusters of weather climate and forecasting facilities in the world, alongside teams at University of 

Reading  

Wise Owls Day Nursery, Spencers Wood 

Wise Owls is a day nursery in Spencers Wood. They will be offering 2 year old funding from April and 

9 month old funding from September.  

https://www.facebook.com/ECMWF?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtjFOVYJimpllSk4e7rbydERwh4utf4UwUgUD9Lpf_toDUS0sA6OkxQCNXSW9rgzH86SnOdqc-Hcz0FAl0vft2B1L0BvULAU35YNQghYL-Q2aB_CsxbWTFrFgM1PLn9VD8oV3LD_wc2NanZRwmp4SYL8Cwpd_N__oi0tLT9_RWCJLlzulDAwrMIZWnXgl3S7w&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/theuniversityofreading?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtjFOVYJimpllSk4e7rbydERwh4utf4UwUgUD9Lpf_toDUS0sA6OkxQCNXSW9rgzH86SnOdqc-Hcz0FAl0vft2B1L0BvULAU35YNQghYL-Q2aB_CsxbWTFrFgM1PLn9VD8oV3LD_wc2NanZRwmp4SYL8Cwpd_N__oi0tLT9_RWCJLlzulDAwrMIZWnXgl3S7w&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/theuniversityofreading?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtjFOVYJimpllSk4e7rbydERwh4utf4UwUgUD9Lpf_toDUS0sA6OkxQCNXSW9rgzH86SnOdqc-Hcz0FAl0vft2B1L0BvULAU35YNQghYL-Q2aB_CsxbWTFrFgM1PLn9VD8oV3LD_wc2NanZRwmp4SYL8Cwpd_N__oi0tLT9_RWCJLlzulDAwrMIZWnXgl3S7w&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

First Days Charity  - School Green Centre is now a collection point 

for donations  

 



 

Our Library & World Book Day 7th March 2024 

 

Why buy books when you can borrow them from our library at the School Green Centre? We wanted 

to remind our community that we have a self-service Library with a range of childrens and adult 



books. It takes a few minutes to sign up using the Spydus app.  Just pop in, check our website for 

opening hours www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Spencers Wood Pavilion Room Hire  - Special Offer until 31st March 

2024 

 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


WBC Survey Closes 8th March 24  - New Local Transport Plan 

 

Our new Local Transport Plan aims to cut congestion in busy areas by making it safer to walk or cycle 

These include more pedestrianised spaces, changes in speed limits and measures aimed at 

children on the school run in particular. 

Tell us what you think at https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/.../a-new-local-transport... 

Congratulations to ABC to Read 

 

https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/a-new-local-transport-plan-for-wokingham-borough?fbclid=IwAR0oN0wPM4lbyehOz2M1JKFvtGkgNDs4_K_0fr8t-7aeVaMln9tvtjy6qQI


New Barber Shop 'Shin Barbers' is now open for business  - we wish 

them every success! (School Green, next to Post Office) 

What's on in the Parish, School Green Centre & Spencers Wood 

Pavilion 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Other What's On in the Parish  

Grazeley Village Hall www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on  

Spencers Wood Village Hall https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/  

https://www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on
https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/


What's on outside our Parish 

 

 



Newbury Spring Festival  

 

''Our Festival, now in its 45th year, brings some of the world's leading performers in classical, 

chamber, folk and world music to Newbury and the surrounding villages for two weeks of world-class 

music and performances. We also have many events suitable for the whole family to enjoy. We are a 

registered charity with a strong focus on education and outreach. More information about all our 

activity can be found on our website. https://www.newburyspringfestival.org.uk/'' 

 

For the Festival Guide visit Newbury Spring Festival May 2024 by maxxdesign - Issuu 

https://www.newburyspringfestival.org.uk/
https://issuu.com/maxxdesign/docs/nsf_spring_diary_2024_aw3lr_pages_


For more details of What's On in Shinfield Parish click here for our 

webpage  

 

 

School Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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