
 

 

Above: the new signage at Spencers Wood Pavilion  

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand corner) and 

select 'accessibility view' 

Parish Maintenance & Updates  - #Pride in our Parish  

John, our Grounds Maintenance Officer has been busy around the Parish - here are a few examples 

of how he keeps the parish clean, tidy and safe. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

The Happy Bee is now at the School Green Centre Tuesday-Friday 

from 8:30am until 1pm fresh coffee, hot drinks & snacks!  

 



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/HNcDJCix2oY7iIyl#content=GNMUnDJ6vbueXs 

WBC Consultation on Local Transport 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/HNcDJCix2oY7iIyl#content=GNMUnDJ6vbueXs


Shinfield Micro Library  - Volunteers needed to help with returns 

and tidying shelves  

 

Share Shinfield is now 2 years old 

Well done and thank you to all those who make this vital support network possible in our community. 



 

Welcome to our new Parish Councillors  

Welcome to Brett Johnson, Chester Fernandez and Zoran Matic who joined Shinfield Parish Council 

as Parish Councillors late last year.  All are local residents and bring excellent skills and knowledge 

base to the Parish Council.   

We are very pleased that the council is now at full constitution.  



Committee Minutes and Paperwork 

 

For information on past and future council meetings and business, visit our homepage 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk or click on the link Committee and Events calendar  

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/meetings-events/


Meet your Shinfield Parish Staff  - this month our Deputy Clerk 

 

Budget Set for 2024/2025 Financial Year  

 



At the Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting on 24th January, the Council agreed the 

budget for the next financial year.  The Council has budgeted to spend £872,700 and set a target for 

income of £230,600. The difference of £642,100 is raised through the precept which you pay to 

Wokingham Borough Council.  

You will receive your council tax bill in March and this will show the amount that goes to Shinfield 

Parish Council. For someone living in a Band D property the amount paid to us works out at £82.29 

per year, or £1.58 per week. This is an increase of £3.54 for the whole year (4.5%). 

As a summary, the amount paid for Shinfield Parish Council provides a wide range of services such as 

access to community halls, public events, emptying litter bins, allotment provision, maintaining open 

space, play and sports facilities, and supporting youth initiatives.  The Council also provides a grant 

scheme for local community groups and charities.  

More detail of the Council Budget will be published on our website in February.  

Spencers Wood Pavilion Room Hire  - Special Offer until 31st March 

2024 

 



Shinfield 10K  - Junior Races  

 



 

Bank Holiday Monday 6th May - Shinfield Junior Races at Langley Mead, Millworth Lane, Shinfield, 

RG2 9EN. 

• 11.30am - BLUE Race - Ages 4,5,6 - 2 laps - 2.1k 

• 12 Noon - GREEN Race - Ages 7,8,9 - 2 laps - 2.1k 

• 12.30pm - RED Race - Ages 10,11,12 - 3 laps - 3.1k 

• 12.30pm - YELLOW Race - Ages 13,14,15 - 4 laps - 4.1k 

'Twas on the 6th May in 1954 that Roger Bannister became the first man ever to run one mile in 

under 4 minutes with a time of 3minutes 59.4 seconds. 

So exactly 70 years later we are expecting some great running from our Juniors at Langley Mead and 

who knows, we may have a few new record breakers in there as they speed across the fields 

alongside the River Loddon? 

Go for it boys and girls. 

entry at: https://www.entryhub.co.uk/2024-shinfield-10k 

OnLine entries £5 - OnTheDay (if space still available), £7. 

Queries about online entries email to shinfield@frsystems.co.uk 

Other queries to Junior Race Director Tom Harrison at shinfield@readingroadrunners.org 

https://www.entryhub.co.uk/2024-shinfield-10k
mailto:shinfield@frsystems.co.uk
mailto:shinfield@readingroadrunners.org


Shinfield Tennis Club (STC) - New Classes 2024       

 

STC is starting an improver adult’s session every other Saturday 11:00-12:00 

These sessions are suitable for regular match/tournament players and will focus on more tactical play 

in doubles.  

Sessions will be £10 for members and £12 for non members.  

If you’re interested in joining please contact our Head Coach Tony 

coaches@shinfieldtennisclub.co.uk    

or call / text 07980 844487 *Space is limited* 

https://coaches@shinfieldtennisclub.co.uk/


Spencers Wood Day Nursery Announces Grand Opening on 3rd 

February 2024 

 

 

The newly opened day nursery and preschool in Spencers Wood, Berkshire, part of Grandir UK, is 

holding a ‘Grand Opening’ event on Saturday 3rd February to officially launch their premises to the 

local community. 



This event will consist of a cooking and baking activity for the attending children to get involved with, 

showcasing one of the nursery’s educational programmes entitled ‘Make & Bake’. The day nursery 

and preschool will also be opening their brand-new sensory room to help develop children’s touch, 

sight, sound, smell and taste in their nursery setting. 

In addition, there will be a local hypnobirthing consultant and local baby massage therapist attending 

the event to share expert advice and answer questions for both new and expecting parents. The 

nursery will be officially opened by a surprise guest that will be announced on the day. 

Removing Barriers  - Grant Scheme reopens for applications (closing 

date 12th Feb) 

Grants are available from Wokingham Borough Council to help run or subsidise events in 

Wokingham Borough. 

The council has reopened its Removing Barriers Grants scheme, with applications accepted from 29 

January to 12 February.  

Groups can apply for up to £750 to help remove barriers to participate in leisure, arts and cultural 

events locally. Examples of previous awards for this scheme can seen on the council’s website. 

Grants could be used for: 

• The cost of transport for an individual or group to attend an activity 

• Subsidize the cost of an activity 

• Pilot a buddy scheme to improve confidence in attending activities, or support existing 

provision in this area 

• Provide respite for cared for person(s) to allow their carer(s) to attend an activity 

The council welcomes innovative and new ideas for how funding can support the target audiences.  

The fund aims to support the widest range of residents across a broad range of activities. 

This grant should clearly help people with low incomes in Wokingham Borough by removing financial 

obstacles, ensuring that every resident has an equal chance to participate in the activities they are 

interested in.  

Examples of groups which could apply include: 

• Voluntary organisations 

• Charities 

• Community groups  

• Individuals applying on behalf of a grassroots unconstituted community group 

• Umbrella organisations applying on behalf of several smaller groups who would be unlikely 

to apply independently 

Download the application form on the council website (deadline for submission is Monday 12 

February). 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/removing-barriers-grants
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/removing-barriers-grants
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-of-living/removing-barriers-grants


Bookstart Baby Packs for children aged 0-12 months 

 

BookTrust want every child to have the good start in life that reading brings. Their programmes reach 

the families of every child across the country with books, resources, support and guidance. These 

books and resources are delivered via health teams, libraries, children’s centres and early years 

practitioners and are supported with guidance to encourage the reading habit. 

Bookstart Baby is a universal book gifting programme in England and Wales provided by BookTrust. 

Every child aged 0-12 months is eligible for a free pack of books and resources designed to support 

and encourage families to read with their child as early as possible. Bookstart Baby is gifted by 

libraries, health professionals and children’s centres in Wokingham. 

During February and March we will be holding gifting sessions for those people who have not yet 

received their Bookstart Baby pack to come and collect their pack. We will also have information on 

other services available to families with children under 5 that are available in Wokingham Borough. 

Finchampstead Library Friday 2 February11.30am to 12.30pm 

Arborfield Library Monday 5 February11.30am to 12.30pm 

Wokingham Library Thursday 8 February11.30am to 12.30pm 

Twyford Library Tuesday 20 February11.30am to 12.30pm 

Woodley Library Wednesday 28 February11am to 12 noon 

Lower Earley Library Tuesday 12 March11am to 12 noon 

2nd Shinfield Brownies & Guides  

Places available for girls aged 7+ to start after February half term,  meet on Wednesday evenings 

during term time. Message on Facebook, email on shinfield-brownies@outlook.com or register on 

website www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/431061270426014/user/100091892170386/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW9Nz8pAanmMisFiGtDuD8eLys8lhwJTRf-CkPAZpqUtS0R04z72OsSkmxti_ogAnk2_vC4a_M4uyffhj63q9UrLEJjaz1dLz9nKM77T2TVrK5HS014RP8R04grchWxBVw0ogl8jHRjbilEqrqtwVOj9phdO7h-mfIrA-9rxSW-LNgFvVCwulGoQdnlCLvYCUh4ndR69gHkRXNWDkaR6LyI&__tn__=%2CP-R
https://shinfield-brownies@outlook.com/
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus?fbclid=IwAR2OlNCeuS8sX76cb6_5ibRwolri7d9FBLqk_a9ikXTMQbnR7epiS4yveK4


Friendship Alliance  - latest friendship table calendar with even 

more opportunities for people to connect across the borough  

 



 



 



 

Network Rail  - Upcoming Line Closure  

Line Closure – Reading to Bracknell and Guildford 

Saturday 10 to Sunday 18 February, with extensions to the line closure to Ascot and Aldershot 

during some weekends   

During this time, Network Rail engineers will be completing re-signalling work in the Wokingham 

area, installing 43 new signals (traffic lights for the railway). These signals are currently controlled 

from the Wokingham signal box and will be transferred to Basingstoke Rail Operating Centre.  Click 

here for more information  

https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/view/1656324040/128949840
https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/view/1656324040/128949840


WBC/WDVTA Diamond Jubilee Oak Trees – 10th Year Report 

 

 

Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association's survey report on the progress of the 60 Diamond 

Jubilee oak trees that were planted across the Borough in a joint project with Wokingham Borough 

Council 2012/13.  

For the full report click here  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/news/wbc-wdvta-diamond-jubilee-oak-trees-10th-year-report/


What's on in the Parish, School Green Centre & Spencers Wood 

Pavilion 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/HNcDJCix2oY7iIyl#content=TlQhWgMlNxhR8C 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/HNcDJCix2oY7iIyl#content=TlQhWgMlNxhR8C


 

 



 



 

Other What's On in the Parish  

Grazeley Village Hall www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on  

Spencers Wood Village Hall https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/  

Spencers Wood Repair Café is National Lottery Grant winner 

Congratulations! this is much needed to keep this amazing resource going. Full article here  

Dates in flyer below. 

https://www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on
https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/
https://wokingham.today/spencers-wood-repair-cafe-is-national-lottery-grant-winner/?fbclid=IwAR2ZVJGy-h1wI1-_PPn1xyDeFm_45WdbYzXsRxUVVSqEvJZhC2JQgzlv8Ss


 



Market at Spencers Wood Village Hall 18th Feb 10-1pm 

For more details of What's On in Shinfield Parish click here for our 

webpage  

 

 

School Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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