
Shinfield Parish Council Newsletter 
October 2024 

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

Grand Opening of Shinfield Cinema 4th October 2024 

The Grand Opening of Shinfield Cinema took place on 4th October at 4pm.  We were so 

delighted to see so many of our community joining in on the celebrations and having an 

opportunity to walk the red carpet and have photos taken with our Ghostbusters.   

Thank you to all those that made this event possible; we'd like to especially thank the 

Ghostbusters' team from Southend on Sea for their epic display and ensuring there were no 

'spooks' amongst us!  

The Shinfield Cinema was made possible and fully funded by Shinfield Studios, a huge thank 

you goes to them for what we hope will become a fantastic community asset.  

For those of you that missed the opening there will be plenty of opportunities for you to visit 

the Shinfield Cinema from 1st November when we will open to the public.  The film schedule 

(below) and how to book will be published on our website shortly.  

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema 

If you have friends and family that missed the opening, ask them to sign up to this 

newsletter to stay informed. Newsletters - Shinfield Parish Council 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldstudios.com/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/newsletters/


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Drop in film screening Friday 11th October between 3&5pm 

Pop into the School Green Centre this Friday to see the Shinfield Cinema set up and in action.  

No need to book just turn up. 

Shinfield Cinema Movie Schedule Nov/Dec 2024 

 

More information on how to book will be published on our website very soon.  

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema  

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema


Remembrance Sunday 10th November 2024 

 

SPC Events coming up  - dates for your dairies 

• Cinema opens to the public AND Friday Funday  - 1st November 

• Remembrance Sunday Service  - 10th November 

• Shinfield Festive Fayre & rockin around the Christmas tree  - 6th December 

• Shinfield Art Showcase  - Feb 2025 half-term 

• VE Day 80th Anniversary celebrations - 8th May 2025 



Spencers Wood Carnival & our prize draw winners 

 

 

Spencers Wood carnival despite the initial bad weather was another massive success, well 

done to Debbie and team.  We were there promoting the Shinfield Cinema Grand opening 

and to answer any questions - if you missed us and would like to get in touch please do so by 

emailing info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

https://info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


 

Shinfield parish Council conducted a free to enter prize draw to win tickets to the Grand 

Opening of Shinfield Cinema and an amazing ghostbusters themed hamper provided by 

Shinfield Studios (pictured the winners) Congratulations to them both!  

Also thank you all those that took part and signed up to monthly email newsletter.  



Friday Funday 1st November 2024 

 

This half-term along with the usual soft play and arts & crafts, we are excited that our local 

friendly Fire Service will also be attending with one of their fire engines.   

We are also pleased that we are collaborating with Wokingham Borough Council's 

Community Engagement team who will also be laying on some extra activities. 

LPU  - Local Plan Update 

Shinfield Parish Council are in discussions with neighbouring councils regarding a joint 

response to Wokingham Borough Councils Local Plan Update.  If you're able to volunteer and 

assist with any specialist support, then please contact clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

For information on this LPU & survey, visit; https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-

GB/projects/right-homes-right-places-local-plan  

mailto:clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/right-homes-right-places-local-plan
https://engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/right-homes-right-places-local-plan
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Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report  - September 2024 

 

Welcome to our footpath report for September. 

The foliage issues have died back to some degree but of course waiting to fill the gap will be 

muddy conditions and already the paths anywhere near the river Loddon have flooded. 

There are some issues for your interest. 

Shinfield 3. 

This important footpath from Cutbush Lane East to footpath 4 was suffering from dangling 

brambles overhead which we had already snipped off. Due to the very wet autumn they put 

on a further spurt so during October we will be attacking them again. 

Shinfield 4. 

This footpath also from Cutbush Lane East running up to the footbridge over the Loddon is 

now fully open and it was noted that a patch of Giant Hogweed is growing at the side of the 

path where it passes Shinfield Grange. This is nasty stuff and skin contact should be avoided. 

We have reported this to Wokingham Borough Council because the only effective way to 

deal with this is chemical destruction. A photo is attached for your interest. 

Shinfield 12. 

This footpath from Hollow Lane crosses footpath 11 and joins 13. The path is partially closed 

for the construction of the new supermarket but there is limited access into the housing 

estate. One of the residents took up our call to report issues to us and advised that brambles 

and overhanging foliage was making life difficult. We were able to cut this back so that 

pedestrians could walk there without getting snared by brambles. Such time as the new 

store opens and the path is open we intend to make this short path more appealing. Please 

don't ask me where footpath 13 runs because although we know the start and finish, a large 

part of the route is now pavements in Shinfield West. When all the building work is complete 

we will see what signage is feasible. 

Shinfield 7 and the permitted path. 



I have left this until last because it is a bit complex. I would like to take you back to the days 

before the Eastern Relief Road (ERR) and the new housing estate on the bottom end of 

Cutbush Lane. Footpath 7 ran from Oatlands Road to Cutbush Lane. The permitted path 

provided by Reading University ran from the footbridge on footpath 7 down to meet 

footpath 6 in the flood plain behind the Magpie and Parrot. Post ERR and the housing, 

footpath 7 is still between the points mentioned but apart from the first 100 metres from 

Oatlands Road it is seldom used. This is because the excellent surface from Oatlands road 

links with the nice road running parallel in the housing estate. Who is not going to choose 

that route over the bramble and nettle infested old path. 

The permitted path is however a different proposition altogether. No longer accessed from 

the footbridge, one must stay on the tarmac and head towards the ERR. It appears this path 

will be open eventually above the play area but at the moment it is closed until further along 

where the pedestrian/cycle way arrives from Cutbush Lane. The short section of gravel down 

to the kissing gate does not appear suitable for the surface here because the recent 

downpours have eroded it. I have attached a photo for your interest. Please be careful if you 

use this section of the path and in any case once you cross the ERR; you must be prepared to 

find flooding in the meadows. I am sorry if I have dwelled on this issue a bit but thought it 

would be good for longstanding as well as newer residents to know the background. 

Don't forget if you encounter something that you feel is not quite right, it probably isn't, so 

do what your fellow resident did with footpath 12 and let us know because we may not be 

aware of the issue.  

Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp on ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771  

 



Volunteering: Interested in giving something back to your 

community? and can spare some time each week or month?  

 

Spencers Wood Repair Cafe  - 1st Sunday of the month 

'We are so proud of our birdbox and bug hotel project. Free workshops for schools, scouts, 

beavers, guides, brownies to make their own birdboxes and take them home.  

We have now built 340 birdboxes and run 15 workshops since March. Obviously this term 

is  vital to get more boxes ready for spring. 

We are desperately short of the right type of wood.  Birds being so fussy! My wood cutters 

tell me we need the wood to be at least 15mm thick and 150mm wide. Length does not 

matter as we can cut it.  

Gravel board is best. Are you a builder or fencer that can help with wood offcuts on a regular 

or one off basis? Please get in touch here on billie@spencerswoodrepaircafe.co.uk. 

Please help this wonderful project florish and spread the word to people who may help. 

Thank You. 

Regards Billie' 

mailto:billie@spencerswoodrepaircafe.co.uk


 

 



Wokingham Borough Councillor Surgeries  

 

Reading Family Aid  - Toys and Teens Appeal 2024 

The 2024 appeal launches in October and we are pleased that we are able to help such a 

brilliant charity again this year.  The School Green Centre will be a collection hub for anyone 

wanting to make a donation to this important and much needed charity.  

We will start collecting donations from 1st November at the School Green Centre. 

Donations should be new or ‘as new’ gifts for children in the age range 0 to 16.  There is 

often have a shortfall of donations for teenagers and they would really appreciate gifts for 

girls and boys in the 13 to 16 age range as well as for younger children. 

Reading Family Aid’s Toys and Teens Appeal is BACK for 2024! 

Reading Family Aid is a local charity supporting disadvantaged children and their families. 

Each Christmas, the Toys and Teens Appeal helps guarantee that children, who would 

otherwise not receive a single present, have something to open on Christmas morning.The 

Reading area seems so prosperous that many people might find it hard to imagine there are 

desperately deprived families here, but the cost-of-living crisis continues to hit families 

hardin so many ways and your support makes a real difference to every family.Last year, over 



2,500 children received a gift at Christmas, thanks to the generosity of our wonderful donors 

and supporters, but we need your help again this year and there are two ways you can do 

that: 

1. Donate toys at one of our donation points (or we will collect) 

2. Donate money to our appeal, to go towards additional toys For details of how to donate 

toys, please visit: www.readingfamilyaid.org/donate-toys.htmlTo donate money, visit our 

Local Giving page: https://localgiving.org/charity/readingfamilyaid 

Please help us to make this Christmas extra special for children and families who deserve it, 

this year. Thank you! 

 

https://localgiving.org/charity/readingfamilyaid


What's on in the Parish, School Green Centre & Spencers Wood 

Pavilion 

 



For further details relating to these sessions please visit 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Other What's On in the Parish  

Grazeley Village Hall visit www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on  

Spencers Wood Village Hall visit https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/  

For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

https://www.grazeleyvillagehall.org.uk/whats-on
https://spencerswoodvillagehall.co.uk/regular-activities/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/


0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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