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Annual Hard Copy Newsletter 2024 

 

If you live in Shinfield Parish, you should've already received your annual hard copy 

newsletter, if not please let us know.  info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  
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Shinfield Remembers  

 

Over 400 of our community turned out to pay their respects on Sunday 10th November to 

remember our fallen War Heroes.     

You can view the drone footage here on YouTube which was kindly filmed by Reading Drones. 

We will remember them... 

Lest we forget 

For those who have enquired about the poor state of the War Graves at St. Mary's Church 

Cemetery.  We contacted the Commonwealth War Graves Commission who said they do 

maintain these every 2-3 years but we strimmed the grass, tidied them up and put 

Remembrance Crosses in place in time for Remembrance Day on Sunday 10th November 

2024.  We also tidied up the School Green Memorial and will continue to make 

improvements for next year. 

On The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month Shinfield St. Mary's Junior School, 

Shinfield Nursey & Infants School and Alder Grove Primary, laid their wreaths at the School 

Green War Memorial and held a two minute silence.  

Next, we have VE Day 80th Anniversary Celebrations - Thursday 8th May 2025  

https://youtu.be/4LAsIee8em0?si=-Vm7v7eGGvz0ozYj


 



 



 



 



 

Shinfield Cinema opening day 1st November  - free tickets for our 

community 

Pictured is the audience of our first official showing which was Despicable Me 4 (DM4) - we 

offered free tickets to the community on a first come first serve basis for both showings this 

day but DM4 was so popular we had to put on an extra showing!  

The following week we also gave away free tickets for the two showings, and will be doing 

the same throughout November.  

Please email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk with how many tickets (up to 6) if you wish to see 

any of the showings in November.  See schedule below. 

*first come, first serve basis 

https://info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


 



Shinfield Cinema Movie Schedule Nov/Dec 2024 - Free tickets for all 

November showings (see above) 

 



Friday Funday 1st November was a huge hit with the community 

 

Thank you so much to Whitley Fire Station & Crew for attending our Friday Funday, this was 

a big hit with the children who were super excited to see you in the School Green Centre Car 

Park.   

Also, thank you to our Wokingham Borough Council partners; the Shinfield North 

Engagement Team, Involve, Sport in Mind and others, for collaborating with us and providing 

extra activities like Rhyme Time and lot's of art & crafts.  

We had over 150 attend this session and received some lovely feedback, thank you. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Shinfield Cinema replaces Friday Funday on 20th December  

 

Instead of the usual friday Funday and Toddler Group, we are offering free cinema tickets for 

sing along Frozen.  

To book on a first come first serve basis, please email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk and how 

many tickets your require. 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


St. Barnabas Pantry for Residents  

 

St Barnabas Pantry, Reading opened on 7th November 2024. 

All residents within a 2 mile radius of the church (RG6 5TS) - who aren’t using another YLP 

pantry eg Whitley Wood,  although they can transfer membership from one to another, 

and are struggling to make ends meet.  

We have fridge and freezer stock as well as ambient goods and a small Christmas stock. 

Run by Faith Christian Group, in partnership with Reading Gateway Church. 

For a fee of £5 each time they shop, members of this pantry will have access to fresh fruit 

and vegetables and store cupboard favourites often valuing £15-20 or more! Membership is 

open to those on benefits or low incomes who live in our catchment area. You can sign up 

online https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-st-barnabas-pantry/ or 

pop along to the Pantry and our friendly volunteers will sign you up. 

You can find the pantry at: 

Reading Gateway Church @ St Barnabas, Elm Road, Reading, RG6 5TS 

Opening times: 

Thursday: 1.00pm - 4.00pm  

Have a question about the pantry? 

Contact Carol Atkins on admin@stbarnabaspantry.org.uk or call 0118 9874 448 

DEADLINES APPROACHING FOR SHINFIELD BY-ELECTION 

Residents who want to vote in the upcoming by-election for Shinfield Ward have one week 

remaining to register to vote. 

https://fcg.org.uk/
https://www.readinggateway.church/
https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-st-barnabas-pantry/
mailto:admin@stbarnabaspantry.org.uk
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/deadlines-approaching-shinfield-ward-election
https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


The election to fill a vacant seat on the borough council will be held on Thursday 5 

December and the deadline to be registered to vote is Tuesday 19 November. 

It only takes five minutes and you will be asked for your National Insurance number, but it is 

still possible to register without one. 

The candidates for the by-election have now been published on the council’s website. 

Andrew Moulton, Returning Officer at Wokingham Borough Council, said: “I would 

encourage residents of Shinfield Ward to take the time to register to vote, particularly if they 

have recently changed address, ahead of polling day on 5 December. 

“I would also urge them to remember to bring photo ID if they are voting in person. Polling 

stations will be open from 7am to 10pm, so get out there and make your vote count.” 

Following national changes to elections and voting, residents are also required to 

bring suitable photo ID when they vote. Accepted forms of ID include: 

• Passport 

• Full or provisional driving licence 

• Blue badge 

• Certain concessionary travel cards, such as an older person’s bus pass or an Oyster 

60+ card 

• Identity card with Proof of Age Standards Scheme (PASS) mark 

• Biometric Immigration document 

• Defence identity card 

• Certain national identity cards 

Expired ID will also be accepted as long as the photograph on the document still resembles a 

likeness of the elector. A full list of accepted forms of ID is available on the Electoral 

Commission’s website, along with more information about how to apply. 

If you do not have any of the approved forms of ID, you can apply for a Voter Authority 

Certificate in order to take part in the election. The deadline to apply is 5pm on Wednesday 

27 November. 

It is also possible to take part in this by-election as an absent voter. The deadline for 

receipt of postal vote applications is 5pm on Wednesday 20 November and for proxy vote 

applications is 5pm on Wednesday 27 November. 

There have also been changes to postal and proxy voting, with postal vote applications now 

valid for three years instead of five. For security reasons, all postal and proxy vote 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/sites/wokingham/files/2024-11/Statement%20of%20Persons%20Nominated%20-%20Shinfield.pdf
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/changes-elections-and-voting
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/voter-id
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-id
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
https://www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote
https://www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote


applications must include a signature, date of birth and your National Insurance number, 

whether you are applying online or by post. 

Anyone who would like to receive a paper application form for either a postal or proxy vote 

should contact electoralservices@wokingham.gov.uk 

The votes will be counted overnight following the close of the polls at 10pm on 5 December. 

Wokingham Borough's first Climate Action Week 

WBC are delighted to be working in partnership with Woodley Town Council to organise a 

series of free events as part of the borough's first Climate Action Week (18 to 23 November). 

The week will see a variety of events taking place online and in person to raise awareness of 

what we can all do to contribute positively to tackle the climate emergency. 

Both councils declared climate emergencies in 2019 and our latest Climate Emergency 

Action Plan sets out goals and the current progress for each action. 

Climate Action Week will have added significance, as the week coincides with the 2024 UN 

Climate Change Conference (COP 29), which runs from 11 to 22 November in Azerbaijan. 

There will be something for people of all ages to enjoy, so continue reading this newsletter 

to find out more about the events taking place. 

For more information visit Climate emergency (govdelivery.com) 

WBC Cold-Health alert season - Winter 2024/25  

• Advice for everyone 

- General guidance on keeping warm and well 

- Staying Well This Winter on Wokingham Borough Council website 

- Winter Health Hub on NHS BOB Integrated Care Board website 

- Winter health guidance on NHS national website 

• NHS advice 

- NHS winter vaccinations - book flu and Covid-19 vaccinations 

- Information on the seasonal flu vaccine for children, pregnant women, and 

other adults       

- Covid-19 vaccine       

- RSV vaccine for older adults, and pregnant women to protect their babies 

mailto:electoralservices@wokingham.gov.uk
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwoodley.gov.uk%2Fclimate-action-week/1/01000192b022269a-9c610fc9-b37a-4088-8242-d45c62d39a47-000000/SakDqqImhE5eADDZSmQMOc6-vj-c3KAtk9xMFyaks4U=375
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fclimate-emergency%2Fclimate-emergency-action-plan/1/01000192b022269a-9c610fc9-b37a-4088-8242-d45c62d39a47-000000/3qwBlJUvKxk6waKxfXWflePAPc3r_kPEmqz2OMuCbjI=375
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fclimate-emergency%2Fclimate-emergency-action-plan/1/01000192b022269a-9c610fc9-b37a-4088-8242-d45c62d39a47-000000/3qwBlJUvKxk6waKxfXWflePAPc3r_kPEmqz2OMuCbjI=375
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWOKBC/bulletins/3b97dba
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keep-warm-keep-well-leaflet-gives-advice-on-staying-healthy-in-cold-weather/top-tips-for-keeping-warm-and-well-this-winter
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/health/health-services-and-advice/public-health-campaigns/staying-well-winter
https://staywell-bob.nhs.uk/winter-health-hub/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/keep-warm-keep-well/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/seasonal-health/keep-warm-keep-well/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/pregnancy/keeping-well/flu-jab/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/flu-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/rsv-vaccine/


- Pneumococcal vaccine for older adults 

- Norovirus (winter vomiting bug) 

- Health effects of damp and mould in homes 

• Reducing the spread of respiratory infections 

- For the general public       

- For people with symptoms       

- For workplaces 

• Cost of living – financial support and benefits 

- Support for Wokingham Borough residents  

- Benefits and financial support for those on low incomes 

• Keeping homes warm and safe 

- Heating advice for homes  

- Gas safety         

- Fire safety guidance and home fire safety check        

- Making homes more energy efficient  

- Priority services register from utility suppliers 

• Where to get NHS help     

- Pharmacists – for treatment advice and minor ailments; get your 

prescriptions before they close for holidays or before bad weather is forecast 

- NHS 111 – for urgent medical problems or if you are not sure what to do 

- Your GP – book an appointment or use their online services 

- Minor injury units or Urgent treatment centres – for injuries or illnesses that 

are urgent but not life threatening 

- Call 999 or visit A&E – for serious injuries and life-threatening emergencies 

• Met Office resources 

- Local weather forecast       

- UK severe weather warnings for rain, snow, wind, fog and ice 

WeatherReady: Thinking ahead and preparing for what the weather may bring 

https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/pneumococcal-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/norovirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/lifestyle/can-damp-and-mould-affect-my-health/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-safely-with-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reducing-the-spread-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19-in-the-workplace
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-living
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits/low-income
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/housing-and-tenants/repairs-and-maintenance/safety-tips-and-efficiency
https://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/gas-safety/seasonal-gas-safety-advice/gas-safety-in-winter/
https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/fire-safety-advice-and-brochures/
https://www.safelincs.co.uk/hfsc/
https://www.gov.uk/improve-energy-efficiency
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/information-consumers/energy-advice-households/getting-extra-help-priority-services-register
https://wokingham.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=06903ca2a907443aa282f01d681f4974
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south-east/our-work/pharmacy-opening-hours/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/gps/
https://www.bucksoxonberksw.icb.nhs.uk/your-health/minor-injury-units-urgent-treatment-centres/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/urgent-and-emergency-care-services/when-to-call-999/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/urgent-and-emergency-care-services/when-to-go-to-ae/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/uk-warnings
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/weatherready


Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report  - October 2024 

Welcome to our footpath report for October. 

October was a quiet month for us but there are a couple of snippets to pass on. 

Shinfield 12. 

We have continued to improve this footpath on the first section from Hollow Lane. Some of 

the pinch points have been cut back so that the brambles do not snare people as they walk 

by. There may be more effort required but we will see what we end up with when the new 

store opens in November. 

We also did a thorough litter pick with most of the material going to recycling. 

Shinfield 35. 

This footpath will be alien to many of our readers but is important to the Shinfield Parish 

Walk number 3. This footpath is in Grazeley and runs from Bloomfieldhatch Lane, crosses 

the Basingstoke railway and joins Wokefield Byway 14 which is in West Berks Council. As part 

of my role as the Ramblers footpath warden for Shinfield I monitor this footpath looking for 

issues. It has had plenty over the years with fallen Elm trees and rampant foliage growth. 

These issues outstrip the efforts by our friends at the WBC Countryside Service which is why 

we try to augment what they do. This autumn I found an overhanging dead Elm tree and 

some encroaching foliage. The ramblers removed the tree and cut some foliage back. It is 

important that we do this work because of the aforementioned Parish Walk number 3. There 

are before and after photos here for you interest. I may have got one or two of you excited 

about doing this walk so remember you can download the map from the Shinfield Parish 

Website. It is a flat walk with no stiles. 

That just leaves me to say this is probably our last report until next March when we get to do 

it all again. Stay safe until then and don't forget if you encounter something that you feel is 

not quite right, it probably isn't, so please let us know because we may not be aware of the 

issue. Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp on ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 



 

 

You can travel by bus for FREE this winter  

 

Every Saturday from 15 November to 21 December anyone boarding a bus in the borough 

won't have to pay  



Free bus travel has also been agreed for those travelling for the Wokingham Winter Carnival 

and Woodley Christmas Extravaganza  

See all routes at https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/travel-free-winter  

Toys & Teens Christmas Present Appeal 2024 

 

The School Green Centre is a collection hub for any donations up until the end of November.  

Thank you so much for all your kind donations so far.  Below is a wishlist/ideas for different 

age groups as the charity always struggles with enough Teen presents.  

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2024/travel-free-winter?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3V4mJTLG3HAcbc9WUdZ0egLy12zrXxcOlHDkyMr7mc4J5xSQHAdHm5GUY_aem_XUjoHme4uK4yf5yuPz1WqA


 

 



 

DriveOn road safety magazine 

This is useful for anyone who passed their test some time ago Click here for the electronic 

copy  

Southern & Scotland Electricity Networks - priority services register 

SSEN’s free Priority Services Register supports those with chronic illnesses, mental health, 

young children and more. Find out how you can access additional support:  

If you live in England click here to register: www.thepsr.co.uk    

https://issuu.com/firstcar/docs/driveon_2022_aa115f0f14cec5?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://issuu.com/firstcar/docs/driveon_2022_aa115f0f14cec5?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://www.thepsr.co.uk/


 

 



 



What's on in the Parish, School Green Centre & Spencers Wood 

Pavilion 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish


Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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