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The Grand Opening event was held on the
4th October 2024 at 4pm.  We showed
Ghostbusters Frozen Empire as this was the
first full production filmed at Shinfield
Studios.  We were delighted to see so many
of our community attend the outside
celebrations and walk the red carpet to have
their photos taken with the Southend on Sea
Ghostbusters team and their amazing props -
the giant inflatable Marshmallow Man really
did make an impact!

The Shinfield Cinema offically opened its
doors to the public on Friday 1st November
and a film schedule has been produced by our
independent movie panel for the rest of this
year, the timings are subject to change whilst
we find our feet. The 2025 film schedule will
be published on our website when agreed. 

The Shinfield Cinema was made possible and
fully funded by Shinfield Studios, a huge
thank you goes to them for what we hope will
become a fantastic community asset. 

SHINFIELD CINEMASHINFIELD CINEMA
O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  F R O M  1 S T  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 4
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www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema

You can view the film schedule, more information about the cinema
 and how to book on our website 

https://shinfieldstudios.com/


WELCOME UPDATE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN

 Andrew Grimes, 
 Chairman of Shinfield Parish Council
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2024 has been a fantastic year for Shinfield. The parish gained
worldwide recognition with the release of Ghost Busters 4: Frozen
Empire which was shot at Shinfield Studios. On Friday 4th October
the film was the centrepiece of the official opening of the new
cinema facility at School Green Centre.  The cinema has been
funded by Shinfield Studios and we will use the facility for film
shows, lectures and game nights.

Crumbs cafe will support these events with their great catering.

It was a pleasure to again provide financial support to the Spencers Wood Carnival as we have done
in previous years. Well done to the organisers and participants for such a great community event.  On
our stand we had many conversations with residents about issues that were of concern to them and a
couple of key points came out of those discussions;
 
1 – How can Shinfield Parish Council and our residents shape and improve our community? The more
conversations we have, help us to identify what we are doing well and more importantly what we can
do to improve our community, together with our partners in neighbouring parish councils and  
Wokingham Borough Council (WBC). 

2 – It often isn’t us - but we can still help you if it isn’t us by pointing you in the right direction and/or     
giving you additional information to help resolve the matter.

Over the summer we were again able to help get Wokingham Borough Council and residents
concerned over school buses into the same room at council meetings to discuss the issues.   While
the outcome wouldn’t have pleased everyone it was better than originally looked possible. We are
working with WBC to avoid similar issues in 2025.

We are also working with WBC to see what can be done to improve education within the parish.
With the development of Shinfield Studios, The British Museum and Natural History Museum and
possibly the Kew Gardens Herbarium we aim to make Shinfield a great place for our children to grow,
study and work.

As a parish council we are nonpolitical and what we do is by local residents for local residents. If you
are interested in finding out more about what the parish council does and want to be more involved
in your community, then please contact Bruce our Clerk or Sally our Deputy Clerk on 0118 988 8220.  
Come to our meetings, ask questions and join in to help us make Shinfield a great place to live.

Cllr Andrew Grimes & Nick Smith -
Joint MD Shinfield Studios



WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO

Page 4

ANNUAL LITTER PICK
Another successful community litter pick took place
in the Easter Holidays. We are so grateful to all
those that make an effort to keep our parish clean
and tidy and free from litter.  Keep your eyes peeled
for next year’s litter pick, which will be around the
same time.  Also, if you would like to regularly litter
pick in your area, sign up to Adopt a Street - we
provide the equipment and bags which can be left
out with your household waste.
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-parish-
volunteers/adopt-a-street/

BABY & TODDLER GROUP
The School Green Baby & Toddler Group is provided by
Shinfield Parish Council.  We provide a free space for our
community every Friday in term- time.  The sessions run from
9.30-11.30am for parents and carers to bring along their little
ones and network with others.  Unfortunately, uptake is
affecting the future of this group, so we urge our community
to come along and make this group what they need or we may
have to offer this space for hire.  We have lots of books, toys,
duplo, arts & crafts and more.... If you would like to volunteer
to support this group and help set up please
email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING &
QUIZ NIGHT
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in May.  This is an
opportunity for our community to find out what we’ve
been doing and what’s coming up for the following
year.  For the past two years this has been followed by
our popular Quiz night, the winners pictured - Shinfield
Players, have won two years in a row and received
£250 prize money each time for their theatre.  If
you're a community group or in the voluntary sector,
we would love you to join us next year for a chance to
win funds for the charity or local community group of
your choice.  Hope to see you there!



ART EXHIBITIONART EXHIBITION  

From 15th-23rd  February 2025

SHINFIELD’S FIRST ART SHOWCASE
In February half-term 2025, we will be holding
Shinfield’s first Art Showcase at the School
Green Centre, Shinfield, RG2 9EH. We have
dedicated the whole of the School Green
Centre to the exhibition during this week, so
plenty of room for lots of artists to exhibit their
work. Thank you to all those who have already
expressed an interest to display their work, we
will be in touch soon with the next steps. If you
haven’t expressed an interest and wish to take
part, please visit: 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-art-
showcase/ or email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk

Art Exhibition
Artwork from local artists will be

on display from 21st-23rd. 

Visitors to the Exhibition
save the date!

Entry will be free to those
wishing to view the artwork.

Activities
Between 15th and 23rd there
will be a range of activities &

workshops - more info to follow.

Artists Registration
Sign up by visiting our website or

emailing us to express your
interest to exhibit. We will then

contact you to confirm your
entries and fees.

There is a fee to display your art
– up to £10 depending on

sizes/quantities.
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SOME OF THE PARTICIPATING ARTISTS LOGOS 



LAST YEAR WE TOLD YOU ABOUT SHINE
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SHINE
As a Parish Council, we have been giving a lot of
thought over the past year about how we can add a
focus to what we do and we have come up with
SHINE.  
Pictured are just a few things we have done or are
doing to make the parish a better place (from the
top-down) 
Decorative screening on School Green, 30MPH
speed limit changes, Millworth Sports Ground,
Shinfield Festive Fayre, The Hangout @School
Green Youth Club and lots of new sign ups to the
email newsletter with excellent feedback - thank
you!  

Making our parish a safe place to live in

Making our parish a healthier place to live in

Making an interesting and exciting place to live in

One parish, many communities

Making our parish a place that is inclusive for allMaking our parish a place that is inclusive for all

afer

ealthier

nteresting

eighbourhoods

ngaging everyone 

S
H
I
N

E



Manor Ground Pavilion &
Sports Ground 

Spencers Wood Pavilion &Spencers Wood Pavilion &
Recreation GroundRecreation Ground

High Copse Pavilion &
 Sports Ground
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 School Green Centre,
Shinfield Parish Council

Offices & Shinfield Cinema

Millworth Pavilion &Millworth Pavilion &
Recreation GroundRecreation Ground

School Green Centre, Shinfield Parish Council Offices & Shinfield Cinema
Spencers Wood Pavilion & Recreation Ground
Manor Ground Pavilion & Sports Ground 
Millworth Lane Pavilion & Recreation Ground - planned redeveloped in spring 2025 
High Copse Pavilion & Sports Ground  - SPC will be taking this over November 2024

Contact our Customer Care Team on 0118 988 8220 with your requirements 
& they can advise you on the most suitable venue.

YOUR COUNCIL BUILDINGS
If you need to hire a room or area, we have the following available;



Wokingham Carers Club 
1st Tuesday of the month, School Green
Centre - see page 9

Reading Family Aid: Toys & Teens Appeal 
From 1st- 30th November, the School Green
Centre will be a collection hub for donations
- see page 9

Repair Cafes 
Spencers Wood Village Hall 1st Sunday
of the month 10-1pm
Lambs Lane Primary 3rd Sunday of the
month 10-1pm

Hangout @Shinfield (Youth Club)
Wednesdays 6.30-9pm, School Green Centre
(join facebook group for regular updates or
email rachel.walker@shinfieldparish.gov.uk)

Shinfield Cinema
Showings every Friday from 1st November
4pm & 7.30pm visit our website for more
information

Remembrance Sunday
10th November 2024 from 10:15am at the
School Green War Memorial - see page 9

Shinfield North Community Panto Trip 
13th December 2024 Cinderella at the
Hexagon, 7pm (email
Shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk to book)

Shinfield Festive Fayre & Rock Around the
Christmas Tree  6th December 2024 at the
School Green Centre 3.30-7pm - see flyer

Shinfield Art Showcase
Feb half term at the School Green Centre.
Visit www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-
art-showcase - see page 5

Friday Funday 
21st February 10-1pm - venue to be
confirmed

VE day 80th Anniversary Celebrations
8th May 2025

Annual Community Litter Pick 
Easter Holidays - more info to follow

Annual Parish Meeting
28th April 2025 at School Green Centre

Parish Quiz Night
Date & venue to be confirmed

Annual Council Meeting
27th May 2025 at School Green Centre

Friday Fundays
Every Friday in Easter holidays & August
summer holidays at the School Green Centre

For more what’s on, visit
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/what’s-on

Sign up to our monthly email
newsletter to receive more

information on these events and
others within the parish - see back

cover for details

WHAT’S ON
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES



WHAT’S ON
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We have a what’s on section on our website &
advertise local events or groups in our monthly

newsletter - get in touch & send us a flyer so we can
help promote these for you.



The School Green Centre (SGC) is Shinfield Parish’s largest
community building situated at School Green.

Shinfield Parish Council’s office is situated on the first floor.
The Customer Care Team at Reception, 0118 988 8220, are
available 9am-5pm Monday-Saturday and 10am-4pm
Sunday/Bank Holidays to assist you with any enquiries and
room bookings.  We support Wokingham Borough Council
with issuing their waste bags (Brown Garden & Green
Recycling) but this is subject to stock, so please call ahead.

We have six rooms available for hire, all named after our
communities within the parish. Our established regular hirers
offer a wide range of activities - you can view this information
on the next page. 

On-site we now have the Shinfield Cinema, Wokingham
Borough Council self-service micro-library - all the
information you need to sign up and borrow books is
available at the library kiosk. This is managed by Lower Earley
Library staff, who can be contacted on 0118 931 2150.  

Crumbs Cafe opened in May 2024.  We now have a licence to
sell alcohol and Crumbs will be managing the bar during
events. Check out their website for up & coming events  and
promotions www.crumbscoffee.co.uk

SCHOOL GREEN CENTRE
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SCHOOL GREEN, SHINFIELD, RG2 9EH

https://crumbscoffee.co.uk/


OUR REGULAR HIRERS
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WHAT WE HAVE BEEN UP TO
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RIBA SOUTH AWARD 2024 & RIBA
SOUTH CLIENT OF THE YEAR 2024

In May 2024, we were delighted that The School
Green Centre was awarded a 2024 RIBA (Royal
Institute British Architects) South Award of the
Year and the 2024 South Client of the Year to
Shinfield Parish Council.  
If you haven’t been down to see us, pop in and
have a look around - everyone welcome.
.

SPENCERS WOOD CARNIVAL
Despite the initial bad weather, the carnival was
another huge success - congratulations to Debbie
and her team.  SPC was there to promote the
Shinfield Cinema and conducted a free prize draw to
win tickets for the Grand Opening.  Our prize
winners also won a Ghostbusters themed hamper
provided by Shinfield Studios. 

Thank you to everyone who took part and signed up
to our newsletter.

FRIDAY FUNDAY
Shinfield Parish Council arrange these free events for
babies to primary age children every Friday in school
holidays.  The sessions run from 10am-1pm at the School
Green Centre - we ask for voluntary contributions to help
with the hire of the equipment. We are always looking for
volunteers to help with these sessions and others, if you’re
interested, please get in touch.

The session held on the 1st November was a collaboration
with Wokingham’s Shinfield North Engagement Team who
also put on extra activities.  

To sign up to Shinfield North’s Community Engagement
newsletter; email shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk 

Check out our Facebook page; ShinfieldParish for future events in the school holidays.
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If you’d like to see this plan is a bigger format - please visitIf you’d like to see this plan is a bigger format - please visit
www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/consultations/www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/consultations/

The University of Reading will shortly complete the construction of High Copse Pavilion and
Sports Ground.  They will then sign a lease with Shinfield Parish Council so that we can start to
operate the building. Football pitches are expected to be playable from September 2025 and
the cricket square from April 2026.

THE NEXT 12 MONTHS 
High Copse Pavilion & Sports Ground

Millworth Lane Sports Ground 
After the consultations last year and follow up meetings with the
public, the plans for regeneration of the Millworth Lane Sports Ground
have been confirmed.  We expect work will start in Spring 2025. 

Phase 2



The next round of elections for
Shinfield Parish Councillors is in
2027 (we currently have a full

compliment but casual vacancies
do occur in between election

periods, so keep a watch on our
website if this interests you). 

You do not, however, need to wait
for a vacancy if you wish to be

involved; you could contribute by
joining one of our working parties

if this is an area that you have
knowledge, expertise or a keen

interest.
If you would like more

information, please email
clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk. 
You are welcome to make an
appointment to discuss your

interests in person.

Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) would like to welcome you to
become more involved in the activities of the parish by
giving us feedback, asking questions and making
suggestions.

Often local councils are seen as ‘Vicar of Dibley’
organisations, and although this TV series can be extremely
comical this is not how we operate.

The ‘Full Council’ (SPC has 15 councillors representing the
various areas of the parish) meets on a monthly basis and
the first item on the agenda is for ‘public questions’. 
All meetings are open to the public. It is not necessary to
inform us if you are coming, however, it can be helpful to
know of any questions in advance of the meeting so the
necessary research can be carried out to enable as full a
response as possible. In July and August, we had over 50
members of the public at each meeting to raise concerns
over school transport and to have an opportunity to hear
directly from Wokingham Borough Council’s lead for
Education and Children’s Services.

GET INVOLVED
WE NEED YOUR INPUT 
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Visit www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings 
for a schedule of meetings, agendas, supporting papers 
and minutes 

These committees then report to
the monthly Full Council meetings.
Currently we have six committees
and various working parties (WP).

The parish covers a large area, encompassing Shinfield Village, Shinfield North, Spencers Wood,
Three Mile Cross and Grazeley. A local council is governed by legislation and is funded through
 the ‘precept’ (this is collected with your council tax) and income from hiring out facilities.

Committee Structure & Working Parties (WP)

SPC is a busy vibrant council and
manages its commitments through
committees and working parties.  

SPC is in the largest 250 town and parish
councils in the country (out of 10,245). 



LOOKING AFTER YOUR MONEY

In 2023/24 our Revenue Expenditure was as follows:

Staff                                         £334k (£257k in 2022/23)
Estates                                     £237k (£321k in 2022/23)
Other                                        £174k (£138k in 2022/23)
General Reserve                      £87k  (£0k in 2022/2023) 
TOTAL                                        £831k (£716k in 2022/23)

The changes between years reflect a review of staff
employed to manage the growth in facilities and new
projects. The cost of Estates was less in 2023/2024 due
to a reduction in the cost of electricity.

This was funded in 2023/24 from:

Precept                                    £599k (£552k in 2022/23)
Rental Income                         £189k (£150k in 2022/23)
Other Income                           £43k (£14k in 2022/23)
TOTAL                                        £831k (£716k in 2022/23)

The Precept is the parish council element of your overall
Council Tax bill and is based on the number of housing
units in the parish. This is set at the start of the year and
is based on the difference between what we expect to
earn and what we budget to spend.  The surplus of
£87k at the end of the financial year was transferred to
the General Reserve.

GRANTS
We are delighted to announce the grants
awarded for 2024 - listed below. 

We are sorry to all those that applied but
did not receive an award this year
 (or only received a partial award). 

We will be opening the process up again in
2025. If you are interested in making an
application in the future please contact the
Clerk: clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk and we
will write to you when the process opens.

Grants awarded

Wokingham Job Support Centre £500
Feeling Fruity £1,000
Bright Hope Church £500
Spencers Wood Lunch Club £480
Keep Mobile £1,600
Home Start £1,000
Link Visiting Scheme £1,250
Shinfield Rangers £1,000
Reading Gateway Church - Food Pantry
£2,500
Berkshire MS Treatment Centre £1,000
Shinfield Volunteers Coffee Morning
£1,215
School Awards £3,600
Spencers Wood Carnival £1,500

To view our full annual accounts, visit: www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/finance

During the financial year we spent £342k on capital projects funded from Community Infrastructure
Levy (contributions from developers), including £28k granted to community organisations to improve
public facilities and £8k to Oakbank School for a new bike rack. A further £176k was received and is set
aside for future projects. This amount can vary significantly between years as it depends on the status of
individual developments.
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2023/24

mailto:clerk@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


0118 988 8220 www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk

THE FOCUS IS YOU

Do you have a question, a compliment, any
feedback or an event coming up that you
need a room for - please get in touch.

We can also advertise your local events on
our website and monthly newsletter.

We now have over 1100 members of
our community signed up to our

monthly newsletter, but we would
like to reach more of you! Thank you
to all those who have already signed
up and for the amazing feedback -

we are very grateful. 

‘’Thank you, the newsletters
keep getting better and better
and I look forward to reading

them every month’’

Mrs P from Spencers Wood

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  ShinfieldParish

We promise not 
to spam you with 

lot’s of emails


