
 

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

Money raised at Shinfield Art Showcase by Local Artist for 

Alexander Devine Hospice  

 

Congratulations to David Cotton, a local artist from Reading, who was heavily involved in 

assisting us with the very successful first Shinfield Art Showcase back in February 2025.  

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


David displayed and sold some of his art to raise money for a charity close his heart, 

Alexander Devine Hospice.   

Last week, David and Bruce, our Clerk (pictured with members of the charity), presented 

them with a cheque for £575.00.  

We will be holding the Shinfield Art Showcase annually, next one Feb 2026 and anyone who 

wishes to be involved can express their interest by emailing info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Updates from your Parish Council & dates for your dairies  

 

Body's Farm Meeting 29.03.25 

Shinfield Parish Council were happy to provide High Copse Pavilion free of charge for a public 

meeting on the proposed planning application for Body’s Farm. A number of parish 

councillors were in attendance and made contributions. The Parish Councils position is that 

we are opposed to the proposed development, and we have commissioned a specialist 

report to support that opposition. We have agreed with Wokingham Borough Council an 

extension to the date for responses to allow sufficient time for the report to be produced 

and considered by our Planning & Highways Committee which will be held on Wednesday 

9th of April, this is open to members of the public. This also means that the general public 

have some additional time to submit their views.  

https://info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk/


 

Oakbank Follow up 28.03.25 

We were very pleased to host a follow up meeting regarding Oakbank Secondary School 

meeting at School Green Centre on Friday 28th March with the Chief Executive of 

Greenshaw Learning Trust, Yuan Yang MP, Borough Councillor Prue Bray, Executive Member 

for Children's Services and Andrew Grimes (Chair of SPC). This meeting gave GLT the 

opportunity to set out how they would tackle the challenges they know they are facing at 

Oakbank. Parents and prospective parents were able to ask questions about what the next 

steps would be for the school. 

• Friday Funday 11th April 2025 

• Annual Community Litter pick and Funday 16th April 2025 

• Annual Parish Meeting 30th April 2025 

• VE 80th Anniversary Celebrations 08th May 2025 at 8.30pm  

• Annual Council Meeting 30th May 2025 

For information about our Committees and Full Council, which the public is welcome to 

attend, visit Committee Meetings - Shinfield Parish Council 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings/


Friday Funday 11th April 2025 (10-1pm) 

 

Friday Funday is back again this Easter.  We are collaborating with Wokingham Borough 

Council Engagement Team, to bring you lots of extra activities. As well as the usual soft play 

and arts & crafts; Thames Valley Police, Dr. Bike (Book your slot) and Sport in Mind will be 

here. 

https://www.myjourneywokingham.com/events/dr-bike-at-school-green-centre-shinfield-11-april-2025/


 



Community Annual Litter Pick followed by Easter Funday - 16th 

April 2025 

 

We are holding our annual community litter pick on 16th April 2025 10-1pm at the School 

Green Centre.   

This year we will be holding Easter Funday afterwards from 1-3pm - arts & crafts and soft 

play. 

Litter pick: what to expect on the day 

1. Pop along anytime from 10am-12pm and sign-in/collect your equipment (pick & high 

vis jackets provided, just bring gloves) 

2. Free Refreshments, when you get back 

3. Certificates for all the children who take part 

4. Prize for the most litter collected 

If you can't make this date, and would like to organise a litter pick for another time  - we can 

provide you with what you need, please email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

and/or  

mailto:info@shinfieldparuish.gov.uk


If you want to sign up to Adopt a Street Scheme to regularly litter pick in your area visit 

Adopt a Street - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

Save the Date  - VE 80th Anniversary celebration & beacon lighting  

(08.05.25) 

 

A shared moment of celebration!  

Shinfield Parish Council in collaboration with Shinfield Community Church and St. Mary's 

Church, invite you to join in to remember and celebrate VE 80th anniversary.  

At 8.30pm at School Green War memorial, followed by parade led by Reading Scottish Pipe 

Band to The Ridge, then 9.30pm Lighting the Beacons with Flames of Peace: A Global 

Tribute!  

For more information on proceedings, visit VE 80th Anniversary 08.05.2025 - Shinfield Parish 

Council 

We have also invited local schools to use the beacon for any events they are holding.  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-parish-volunteers/adopt-a-street/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/ve-80th-anniversary-08-05-2025/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/ve-80th-anniversary-08-05-2025/


Survey on Public Art in the Parish 

 

Thank you to everyone who responded and took part in the survey on Public Art in the 

Parish, we had an amazing 105 responses!  This information is vital to ensuring we capture 

what the community would like to see here in the parish.  If you didn't get the chance to 

respond and would like to, please email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Background:  

The final piece of the “puzzle” in Shinfield is to provide new landscaping around the north of 

the School Green Centre by removing the existing access road to the medical centre (which 

will in future be accessed directly from Beke Avenue). This landscaping to be paid for by the 

developers with create a public plaza and there will be raised planting beds and trees. Part 

of the provision is for a piece of public art which has now passed to Shinfield Parish Council 

to take the lead on. In addition to the existing developer funds, SOPC will be looking to 

fundraise from a number of sources to cover the costs of the project. We will also be looking 

to engage with residents as to what the final design might look like. The target date for 

installation is currently 2027.  

  

This public survey is the start of gauging what people like (and don’t like) to see in a piece of 

public art. This doesn’t mean the final artwork will resemble anything in the survey but it 

gives a flavour of what may be possible. 

Arts4Wokingham - see their amazing work  https://arts4wokingham.com/  

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://arts4wokingham.com/


Shinfield Cinema  - April Showings  

 

PLEASE NOTE: FOLLOWING FEEDBACK, WE ARE TRIALING SHOWING THE FAMILY FRIENDLY 

FILMS AT 4.30PM (INSTEAD OF 4PM) TO ALLOW MORE TIME AFTER SCHOOL. 

FILM LISTINGS  

04th April  

4.30pm Transformers One (PG) 

The untold origin story of Optimus Prime and Megatron, better known as sworn enemies, 

but who once were friends bonded like brothers who changed the fate of Cybertron forever. 

7.30pm Star Wars: A New Hope (U) 

Luke Skywalker joins forces with a Jedi Knight, a cocky pilot, a Wookiee and two droids to 

save the galaxy from the Empire's world-destroying battle station, while also attempting to 

rescue Princess Leia from the mysterious Darth Vader. 

11th April  

4.30pm Epic Tails (U) 

Pattie, an ambitious and daring mouse has big dreams to be an adventurer and a hero. 

When her homeland in Ancient Greece is threatened by Poseidon himself, Pattie is 

determined to save her city. 

7.30pm Passport to Pimlico (1949) 

Residents of a part of London declare independence after they discover an old treaty, which 

leads to the need for a "Passport to Pimlico". 

18th April  



4.30pm Prince of Egypt (U) 

Egyptian Prince Moses learns of his identity as a Hebrew and his destiny to become the 

chosen deliverer of his people. 

No evening film (GOOD FRIDAY) 

25th April  

4.30pm The Lorax (PG) 

 A 12-year-old boy searches for the one thing that will enable him to win the affection of the 

girl of his dreams. To find it he must discover the story of the Lorax, the grumpy yet 

charming creature who fights to protect his world. 

7.30pm The Day After Tomorrow (12A) 

Jack Hall, paleoclimatologist, must make a daring trek from Washington, D.C. to New York 

City to reach his son, trapped in the cross-hairs of a sudden international storm which 

plunges the planet into a new Ice Age. 

Get your tickets by scanning the qr code or visiting WeGotTickets - Shinfield Cinema 

Visit www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema for more information on the cinema. 

Join the Shinfield Cinema Facebook Group  

 

https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1490596538402257/


Shinfield North Community Engagement Newsletter  - Spring 2025 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Thames Valley Police continue antisocial behaviour campaign 'It's 

that antisocial' 

 



 

Following recent reports by residents which led to dispersal orders in Shinfield Parish, we 

urge the community to continue to report any antisocial behaviour, crime or concerns to TVP 

by completing their online report form or calling 101.  If, however, you do have an 

emergency, please remember to call 999 instead.   

More information, visit Thames Valley Police launches antisocial behaviour campaign 'It's 

that antisocial' — Matthew Barber - Police & Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley 

Girlguiding Shinfield District  - desperately needs volunteers 

 

A number of our Girlguiding units are on the brink of closure due to lack of adult leader 

support. We have Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers and run a Young Leaders scheme 

https://matthewbarber.co.uk/news/qc3r4zmbmaoxtimbguyx34i079ns7k?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=67a555e72e1a3245723b18b7&ss_email_id=67a5568317a5575566f996d7&ss_campaign_name=Thames+Valley+Police+launches+antisocial+behaviour+campaign&ss_campaign_sent_date=2025-02-07T00%3A40%3A41Z
https://matthewbarber.co.uk/news/qc3r4zmbmaoxtimbguyx34i079ns7k?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=67a555e72e1a3245723b18b7&ss_email_id=67a5568317a5575566f996d7&ss_campaign_name=Thames+Valley+Police+launches+antisocial+behaviour+campaign&ss_campaign_sent_date=2025-02-07T00%3A40%3A41Z


in both Shinfield and Spencers Wood. The units are very popular and well supported by the 

young members but we need some more adult volunteers in order to continue.  

A weekly commitment is not required and there are a variety of roles available.   

Please get in touch if you are interested or require further information. email 

girlguidingreadingabbeydiv@gmail.com 

More information can be found here https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-

a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/  

We need help from our community to ensure that Girlguiding continues in the parish, 

we've been here over 100 years it would be a shame to close now.  

Shinfield 10k & Junior Races  - Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025 

 

mailto:girlguidingreadingabbeydiv@gmail.com
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-to-volunteer/


 

Information from www.readingroadrunners.org/races/shinfield/   

 

Overview  

“A very enjoyable well-organised event. Great atmosphere and support.” 

• Medals for all finishers 

• Chip timing, with SMS result sent directly to your mobile phone 

• Age group prizes from senior to 80+ 

• Prize for first male and female local finishers (RG2/RG7 postcodes) 

• Friendly, supportive marshals 

• Bag storage and toilets 

• Free parking at Thames Valley Science Park 

• All profits shared between local charities: CIRDIC and SAFE 

• 10k starts at 09.30 

• Junior Cross Country Races starting from 11.30 – bring the whole family! 

https://readingroadrunners.org/races/shinfield/


Visit https://readingroadrunners.org/races/shinfield/ for more information on all the races 

taking place and/or click here for entry information. 

Loddon Valley Ramblers  - who are they & what do they do 

Loddon Valley Ramblers is one of the numerous groups affiliated to the national Ramblers 

charity. The group’s members are principally residents of Wokingham Borough. There are 

eight other groups in Berkshire. Loddon Valley is the largest of these with over 400 members. 

The main aims of the group are: 

• Protection and maintenance of public rights of way in Wokingham Borough to the 

benefit of all who use them 

• Promotion of walking/access and its benefits for all, in line with central and local 

government health strategies, including seeking new rights of way and wider access 

to the countryside 

• Provision of group walks for members 

• Organising walking holidays and related social activities for members 

The group looks to achieve these aims: 

• Through a Footpath Officer and a team of 13 footpath wardens to monitor rights of 

way (one for each parish (including Ray Sharp in Shinfield), but excluding Woodley 

which has a very limited number of footpaths) – we regularly walk the paths and 

report problems (e.g. blockages, overgrowth, fallen trees etc) to Wokingham 

Borough Council. We seek to ensure that Wokingham BC fulfills its statutory 

obligations in relation to rights of way, including taking enforcement action against 

landowners (e.g. rights of way across fields are blocked by crops or fencing) 

• By seeking to expand the rights of way network in Wokingham Borough, with both a 

practical and a campaigning aspect – we monitor planning applications and 

development proposals to identify options for new routes, and we are currently 

involved in seeking to restore “lost” routes to the network.  

• By undertaking practical work to improve the path network through our group of 

volunteers, including path maintenance, gate installations, sign installations – we 

clear overgrown paths, improve path surfaces, install kissing gates and install signs. 

For example, we have recently: 

- resurfaced the path running from the A33 south of the M4 across the fields to 

Church Lane, to create a new walking route for local residents; 

https://readingroadrunners.org/races/shinfield/
https://www.entryhub.co.uk/2025-shinfield-10k


- installed gates on the footpath alongside Shinfield Studios off Cutbush 

Lane;  and 

-  installed new footpath signs in Grazeley. 

In the past few years, we have replaced a number of stiles across the parish with kissing 

gates. The removal of stiles and their replacement with gates is particular important, as 

people with restricted mobility find it difficult to negotiate stiles. 

  

• By seeking to raise funds locally to help fund our practical work, including the 

Borough Council and town and parish councils.  

• By organising a substantial programme of shorter and longer walks for our members 

in Wokingham and the surrounding area, with walks every Tuesday, Thursday and 

Sunday throughout the year. The walks are in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 

Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Surrey (with a few in Greater London). We are a very 

friendly group, and these walks fulfill an important social function , alongside the 

pleasures and benefits of walking.  

• By organising 4 walking holidays/weekends per year for our members – recent trips 

have been to Devon, Wales, Cumbria, the Peak District, and we even organise foreign 

holidays (e.g. walking in the Pyrenees)  

• By organising other social events – e.g. quiz nights, barn dances etc. 

Recent activities of note have included 

• Installing over 50 kissing gates to replace stiles in the past 7 or 8 years – we would 

like to install 25 more, but the requisite landowner permission is not forthcoming. 

• Installing around 10 new public footpath signs across the Borough this summer (to 

assist Wokingham BC) and putting up roundel signs where required.  

• Helping Wokingham Borough Council produce its new online definitive rights of way 

map, checking and verifying routes, and monitoring  the accuracy of the definitive 

map  

• Creating and continuing to maintain the Wokingham Way circular path round 

Wokingham Borough  

• Creating sets of self-guided walks for publication on town and parish Council 

websites – e.g. for Earley and Woodley. 

Loddon Valley Ramblers is run at local level by a small Committee.  



To join our group, please join the national Ramblers – see 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/membership Once you have joined at national level, you can 

elect to join our group. 

For more information about our group, including details of our walks programme, please 

visit https://www.lvra.org.uk  

If you encounter any problems with rights of way in Shinfield, please contact Ray Sharp, 

footpath warden for Shinfield at ramblerray@gmail.com  

If you encounter problems in other parts of the Borough, please contact our Footpath Officer, 

Steve Vale at stevevale1@aol.com . 

 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/membership
https://www.lvra.org.uk/
mailto:ramblerray@gmail.com
mailto:stevevale1@aol.com


Free Trees for Schools & Community Groups 

 

Visit the Woodland Trust website for more information - click here  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=PPC&utm_campaign=CTP24&utm_content=CTP2&https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/599007375;406939459;d;gdpr=$%7bGDPR%7d;gdpr_consent=$%7bGDPR_CONSENT_755%7d&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwkZm_BhDrARIsAAEbX1GvOc-tAI-TaGucrVelAqPV3IWRk-QqYDdKoutJzQi3tUO0Hx-p770aAizsEALw_wcB


Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report  - March 2025 

 

 

We are back with a warm welcome to all our readers. 

The better weather has allowed us to go out checking the public rights of way earlier than 

usual. 

Shinfield 12. 

We mentioned in October the situation with this footpath running from Hollow Lane 

towards the new Lidl store. We had been getting a few reports that brambles were growing 

up and then hanging down in walker's faces. Mindful that the path was likely to be used 

more when the store opened we decided to do a proper job and did actually go out in 

November and restored the path to its legal width of 2 metres so if you walk there now you 

will see there are no such problems. 

Reading 13. 

You will all remember this footpath which we rescued from the wilderness a couple of years 

back. We monitor it now because it forms part of a circular walk which is proving quite 

popular. We removed a fallen tree which was partially blocking the path so the route is nice 

and clear. Further along this circular walk, WBC replaced the rotten planks on the footbridge 

on footpath 18 leading out to Church Lane. 



Shinfield 35. 

During our footpath checking we found a couple of fallen trees blocking this path at the 

western end. To save our friends at the countryside service from turning out we removed 

the trees. There are a couple of photos of this for your interest. This footpath will be alien to 

many of our readers but is important to the Shinfield Parish Walk number 3. This footpath is 

in Grazeley and runs from Bloomfieldhatch Lane, crosses the Basingstoke railway and joins 

Wokefield Byway 14 which is in West Berks Council area. If you have ever considered doing 

this walk, now would be a good time because it is free of any mud. There are a couple of 

bumpy fields but otherwise quite good. 

Pearmans Copse 

By the time you read this report a couple of our Shinfield Group Volunteers will have joined 

me to tidy up the top end of Pearmans copse and that is important to Parish Walk number 6. 

If you feel you could help as a SVG volunteer, even for just 2 hours for the whole year we 

would like to hear from you. Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp at ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 

Notification from Wokingham Borough Council  - upcoming road 

pre-patching 

Upcoming Pre-Patching works taking place within the Shinfield & Swallowfield Parishes of 

the Wokingham Borough during April 2025. These Pre-Patching works are being undertaken 

as part of Wokingham Borough Council Highways Structural Maintenance programme. AWS 

signs have been placed to inform residents of these works. 

Please see below for information regarding upcoming works which are being undertaken 

within your jurisdiction: 



 



What's on in the Parish & locally 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Shinfield and District Local History Society 

Tues 8 April, Prof. Richard Hoyle:The landscape of Shinfield and Swallowfield: some facts and 

speculations 19:45 - School Green Centre 

Tues 13 May, Barbara Stanley:Swallowfield Church. At Swallowfield Church: meet in the car 

park at 19:30 

http://www.shinfieldhistory.org.uk/  

http://www.shinfieldhistory.org.uk/


 



 

 



 

 



 

For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish


Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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