
 

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

Welcome from your new Shinfield Parish Council Chair Cllr Raj Tatla 

 

Hello Shinfield Parish, 

My name is Raj Tatla, and I am honoured to have been elected Chair of Shinfield Parish 

Council in May. I have been a councillor here for three years. My background is in secondary 

education, where I taught English and held various management roles. After a brief career in 

law, I returned to education, working with vulnerable young people. 

I have lived in Spencers Wood since 2009 and have seen significant changes in our parish. 

Exciting developments like Shinfield Studios, the British Museum, and the Natural History 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


Museum sites have put us on the map. It is crucial to build strong partnerships with these 

institutions to benefit our community. 

The parish council's work is about seizing opportunities for the residents of Shinfield. We 

aim to create a connected, resilient, forward-thinking, and inclusive parish where everyone 

feels their council is approachable and relevant. I look forward to the journey ahead and 

invite you to join us in preparing for the future. 

Updates from your Parish Council   

July dates for your diaries  

Committee Meetings  - members of the public are welcome to attend.  If you have specific 

questions or you are unsure which meeting suits your enquiry, please email 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

• Committees  - 09th Planning & Highways, 16th Staffing, 23rd Full Council  

• GRANTS  - deadline for applications has been extended to 11th July 2025 

Please note: there are no council meetings in August. 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committees-and-meetings-calendar/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/your-parish-council/grants/


Overview of June's Full Council Meeting 

 

• AGAR (Annual Governance & Accountability Review) & accounting statements were 

approved by Full Council. This is where the council confirm that their accounting 

records have been correctly maintained throughout the year.  This has been subject 

to internal audit and will now be reviewed by external auditors. Click here for the 

Notice 

• New Standing Orders (how the council operates) were adopted. 

• There will be an Education Working Party with Wokingham Borough Council. 

• SHARE Shinfield (Food share of surplus food) relocating to School Green Centre 

whilst Shinfield Community Church undergoes some building works, from 7th July at 

a new time 12-1pm. 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/notices/notice-of-public-rights-and-publication-of-unaudited-annual-governance-accountability-return/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/notices/notice-of-public-rights-and-publication-of-unaudited-annual-governance-accountability-return/


• Work on updating the Neighbourhood Plan is continuing.  

The full minutes will be available soon on our website Committee Meetings - Shinfield Parish 

Council 

SPC Response to Planning Application Reference 251086: Stanbury 

House, Basingstoke Road, Spencers Wood RG7 1AJ 

Visit SPC response to planning application 251086 Stanbury House 10.06.25 - Shinfield 

Parish Council 

Does Spencers Wood need a Village Centre  - thank you for your 

responses to our survey 

 

Thank you to the 82 who gave feedback about the potential need of a Village Centre in 

Spencers Wood. 

86% voted in favour for a village centre. 

Lots of ideas for possible locations. 

This information will be used to start a conversation with Wokingham Borough Council. 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/notices/spc-response-to-planning-application-251086-stanbury-house-10-06-25/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/notices/spc-response-to-planning-application-251086-stanbury-house-10-06-25/


Shinfield Cinema  - July Showings  

 



 

We are showing films in July, August & September picked by Reading University Film 

Students.  

Please note: no showings on 4th or 11th July. 

Click here for our webpage Shinfield Cinema  

Get your tickets for here wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema or scan the QR code. 

Join the Shinfield Cinema Facebook Group to keep up-to-date on all showings. 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1490596538402257


August '£1 Ticket Tuesdays' at Shinfield Cinema 

 

Grab yourself £1 tickets for films on Tuesdays throughout August.   

We thought it would be inclusive to ask the community what films we should show, so we 

have come up with a voting poll via microsoft forms.  

Visit Poll: Choose Films for £1 Ticket Tuesdays in August to vote for what films you'd like to 

see! Closes 28th July 2025 

https://forms.office.com/e/fsKQfkQDWT


Summer Holidays 2025: Young People's' Competitions running July-

Aug!  

 



 

 

We are running two competitions in the summer holidays aimed at Young People.  

Photography first and then Miniature Garden, for different age groups .  All entries will be on 



display at the School Green Centre and prizes will be presented to the winner and runners 

up. 

For more information and to sign up, visit Summer Holiday 2025 Competitions - Shinfield 

Parish Council 

More than £106 million lost in the last year within the UK to 

romance fraud  

 

New figures from City of London Police, the National Lead Force for fraud, show that more 

than £106 million was lost to romance fraud in the UK last year, as the number of victims 

continues to rise.  

Data from the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) reveals a disturbing 9% increase in 

romance fraud reports in the past year, with 9,449 reports made in the 2024/25 financial 

year. On average, victims lost £11,222 each—proof of the emotionally devastating and 

financially ruinous impact of these crimes. 

Detective Inspector Duncan Wynn, Head of Central Fraud Unit at Thames Valley Police, 

said: 

“Fraudsters continue to exploit manipulative tactics to their advantage.  

Finding love is understandably a very personal matter, but we need to heighten our 

collective understanding of how romance fraud works to strengthen our wall of defence.  

Isolation is a key tactic used to cut off victims from sources of support meaning there are 

less opportunities for a different perspective other than the fraudster ’s own. 

Are you speaking to someone online who is encouraging you to back away from family and 

friends? (Even though they have never met them?) 

Have they expressed a negative opinion about you doing anything that doesn’t involve 

them? 

Does the contact seem intense, with extreme declarations of love at odds with the short 

time you have been speaking to each other? 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/summer-holiday-2025-competitions/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/summer-holiday-2025-competitions/


Whilst it is natural to expect a heightened level of intensity at the start of any relationship, 

there are subtle signs of control which demonstrate the fraudsters’ tactics do not align with 

what a healthy relationship looks like.  

For those not looking for love, we still have a role to play in looking out for our 

family/friends/colleagues who may be looking for love.  

Do you know someone who has mentioned they have started to talk to someone online? 

Does it seems to have taken over their life, to the detriment of all other interests? 

Keeping the connection open is key to counteracting isolation.  

Learn more about the clever tactics used in our e-book - A guide to spotting romance 

fraudsters | Thames Valley Police  

If you, or someone you know has been targeted, please take a look at our It wasn't you fault, 

Romance fraud-a practical support guide” 

  

Detective Superintendent Oliver Little, from the City of London Police, said: 

"Romance fraud isn’t just a financial crime—it’s a deeply personal betrayal that can leave 

lasting emotional scars. For the second consecutive year, male victims have slightly 

outnumbered females, challenging outdated stereotypes about who is affected by these 

scams. 

“Despite this, stigma still surrounds romance fraud victims, often driven by misconceptions 

that they are foolish or lack judgment. In reality, criminals use sophisticated tactics to 

manipulate emotions and gain trust, making anyone vulnerable. 

“We want to remind everyone that romance fraud can happen to anyone, regardless of 

gender or background. If something doesn’t feel right in an online relationship, take a step 

back, verify identities, and seek advice. Speaking up can not only protect yourself, but also 

help prevent others from being affected and bring those responsible to justice." 

Breaking outdated stereotypes, data reveals that—for the second consecutive year—male 

victims slightly outnumber female victims, challenging the misconception that romance 

fraud primarily targets elderly women. However, while more men reported cases, female 

victims tended to lose larger sums of money. This is likely due to the prolonged engagement 

with fraudsters, who manipulate emotions over extended periods. 

The 50-59 age group experienced the highest financial losses, totalling £22,108,334. This 

demographic is particularly vulnerable as they often have greater financial resources, are still 

in the workforce, and may be experiencing personal life changes such as divorce, separation, 

or the loss of a partner, making them prime targets for fraudsters. 

https://s-url.co/dBUhAA
https://s-url.co/dBUhAA
https://s-url.co/dRUhAA
https://s-url.co/dRUhAA


One key tactic used by scammers is ‘love bombing’, where fraudsters overwhelm victims 

with excessive affection, manipulation, and emotional control to create dependency. 

Intelligence gathered by City of London Police suggests that nearly twice as many female 

victims engaged with suspects for a year or more compared to males, indicating a reluctance 

to believe they’ve been deceived. 

Romance fraud isn’t just about losing money—it’s about emotional betrayal, psychological 

harm, and the erosion of trust. City of London Police urges the public to question suspicious 

relationships, verify identities, and protect both their hearts and their bank accounts. 

How to stay safe from romance fraudsters: 

If you have met someone via a dating app, stay within the messaging function of the 

application. Don’t feel pressured to hand over your mobile number and move the 

conversation over to SMS or a messaging platform like WhatsApp or Telegram. Be suspicious 

of any requests for money from someone you have never met in person. Be cautious about 

how much personal information you are sharing online and who you are sharing information 

with. Speak to your family or friends to get advice and perspective. Fraudsters will subtly 

isolate you for their own purposes. 

Profile photos may not be genuine. Performing a reverse image search can find photos that 

have been taken from somewhere, or someone, else. 

It is important that no matter how long you’ve been speaking to someone online and how 

much you think you trust them, if you have not met them in person, it’s important that you 

do not: 

send them any money, even in the form of gift cards; allow them access to your bank 

account; transfer money on their behalf; take a loan out for them; provide copies of your 

personal documents, such as passports or driving licenses; invest your own money on their 

behalf or on their advice; purchase and send the codes on gift cards; or Agree to receive 

and/or send parcels on their behalf (laptops, mobile phones etc.) 

To sign up to receive Thames Valley Alerts, visit Home Page - Thames Valley Alert 

https://s-url.co/dhUhAA
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/


Updates from our Allotmenteers' 

 

Pictured: Arthur, one of our smallest allotmenteers with his first carrot harvest from his 

allotment patch! There really is nothing better than getting to try the produce you worked 

so hard on. Arthur has his own patch on the allotment and recently got to see his hard work 

pay off with a delicious carrot.  

Well done, Arthur, we can’t wait to see you grow into an enthusiastic allotmenteer with a 

plot of your own! 



 

Sent in by Sarah 

'This is Rob and our strawberry haul, so far this year. We have had 6.5kg of strawberries 

and they're still coming thick and fast!!' 

Thanks to Sarah & Rob for sharing their crop with our Allotments Officer, Francesca - the jam 

and strawberries were absolutely delicious!  

If you'd like to share any photos or produce :) please send to 

francesca.lane@shinfieldparish.gov.uk   

Cost of Living  - Summer Holidays  

Summer Holidays can be an expensive time, if you need support; 

• Visit https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-living/cost-living-help-people-children  

• and/or if your are in receipt of free school meals visit 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-

families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-

programme  

• Citizens Advice Household Support Fund 

https://francesca.lane@shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/cost-living/cost-living-help-people-children
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
https://citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk/hsf-2/


• SHARE Shinfield  - relocating to School Green Centre, RG2 9EH from 7th July 2025 

(every monday 12.30-1.30pm)  

• St Barnabas Pantry - Thursdays 1-3pm Shinfield North  

• Helping Hands Shinfield & Spencers Wood  - Sarah is very discreet and supportive 

• Kids Eat Free - visit this website for more information.  

• £1 Ticket Tuesdays at Shinfield Cinema  

• Community Beach Trip 31st July 2025 8am-6pm  - this year we have sponsored 

another coach to pick up from School Green, this is open to all families in the 

community on a first come first serve basis and organised by Wokingham Community 

Engagement.  Please contact shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk if you are 

interested and for more information. 

• Friday Fundays at School Green Centre - throughout August, free with voluntary 

contributions.  

 

https://www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk/pantry-listings/reading-st-barnabas-pantry/
https://www.facebook.com/helpinghandshinfield
https://moneysavingcentral.co.uk/kids-eat-free?fbclid=IwY2xjawLQ5eNleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4VnZrNGowV3ZsMG9YQ1RuAR7JELTqTBU74t1GQgY8pL4RJHOhjgiDU9otzkJNU4VnzlxWeppoYOP8BGqSBw_aem_hrl8zaR_A2wyn_3T3CCoXA
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
mailto:shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk


 

 



 

 



Ticketing is open for Wokingham Children's Book Festival this 

October! get your tickets now.... 

 

Shared from WBC Facebook 

In this case it is the early book worm that gets the discounts, with 15% off until the 28th of 

this month.We've an inspiring selection of authors all ready to showcase their worlds and 

share their skills. The ever popular local author Holly Webb will be back with a brand new 

winter animal story. Refreshing to just think about after recent heat.Check out the line up 

and book tickets at https://www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk/.../wokingham-childrens.../Saturday 

18th and Sunday 19th October 2025. 

Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report  - June 2025 

 

https://www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk/council_events/wokingham-childrens-book-festival/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeFZ2azRqMFd2bDBvWENUbgEeIfIfb5tJSetuHt8en1XwhwiNr3fyL3vb91A3GyOCR1qtGcatnez1qd2Kh5k_aem_MBWRvvV9Kwgw0eUf3wM2TQ


Well, June went by in a flash. The lack of rain has stunted some of the foliage growth that 

normally causes us some problems. It also does look as if there may not be much to report 

for July but, we will see. 

Our friends at the Countryside Service have done their usual excellent spring surface cut for 

the parish. Mother Nature however is a bit sneaky and wastes no time in putting out 

bramble leaders. We have used the time to check some of the paths out and snipped a few 

brambles as we went along. 

One route we always need to keep an eye on is Parish Walk number 3. If you walk this route 

you will use public rights of way in this order, 31B, 41, 42, 36, 38, 35, 32, 32A, 31A. Paths 35 

and 32 are linked by Wokefield 14 which is a Byway in West Berks. If all those numbers seem 

a bit baffling, you can check them out on the Parish Website under Cycleway and Walking 

Maps. They are also on the notice boards dotted around the parish. 

Another area we regularly check because we know it is used by many people is from 

Cutbush Lane East out to the River Loddon across the fields back to C.L.E. This uses paths 3, 

4, 5, and 6. 

Shinfield 28. 

As promised in our last report, we can advise we have completed the clearing of 

overhanging foliage on this footpath. 

Also along this footpath at the junction of the very old link to Leyland Gardens which was 

recently designated a definitive public right of way there is an issue with high foliage 

blocking out the street light as it shines down. A number of residents have asked if we can 

do anything about this so we asked advice from WBC and they said they will request the 

landowner to trim the foliage. When recently checked this was still an issue so I expect we 

will need to chase it up. We will advise when this gets done. 

If you like gardening and feel you could help as a SVG volunteer, maybe cutting a few 

brambles back we would like to hear from you. Our contact details are below. 

Sorry, we have no meaningful photos for this issue. 

Ray Sharp at ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 



A new Sainsbury's supermarket will be opening at Arborfield Green 

at 9am on Thursday, 21 August!  

 

Congratulations to Shinfield View Care Home who was recently 

named one of the top 100 Care homes in the UK at the Lottie 

Awards  

 

See them celebrating https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AoRQJ9KfY/  

https://www.facebook.com/sainsburys?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXftvG00GrNLqs22Zup5Ei_NXSyeqylucz2azHluBIcku1vPe20o_Bbtsl0ydV1cGVeaG2c0Q9b-Mtp0c4nonYPruKty6kb8KMJ4ToK4eMmJIF2I6vtmbP6OtPp0PmsqHX_cEV8Q3E50nER89HW-Lt4dlb_S-j5qPwbeE1nAJM0ncn6ah-JfrE8Xr2EymLGtLmC4yDENNICMV0_eEfi45c1&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AoRQJ9KfY/


Shinfield North Community Engagement Newsletter Summer 2025 

 



 

Again, we are delighted to support the production of this newsletter which specifically 

reaches our residents in the North of Shinfield.  If you have any questions about any of the 

content, please email shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk Community Engagement Officer 

for Wokingham Borough Council. 

mailto:shabina.maher@wokingham.gov.uk


What's on in the Parish & locally 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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