
SPC Newsletter June 2025 
If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

VE 80th Anniversary Celebration & Beacon Lighting on 8th May 

2025  

 

A shared moment of celebration!  

Shinfield Parish Council in collaboration with Shinfield Community Church and St. Mary's 

Church, invited you to join in to remember and celebrate the VE (Victory in Europe) 80th 

Anniversary. 

Thank you to all those who came to remember all those that were lost to WW2 and fought 

for our freedom. For those that couldn't make it, we've attached some photos. 

Special thanks go to Reading Scottish Pipe Band who led the parade, the pipes could be 

heard for miles around and made this event more special for our community - people were 

coming out of their houses to listen and even joined the parade.  

The beacon was lit by our Chairman, Cllr Andrew Grimes who also gave a short speech.   

Thanks also to Yuan Yang, MP for supporting this event. 

#wewillremeberthem  

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


 

 

 

 



 

 

Updates from your Parish Council & dates for your diaries  

Goodbye to Andrew Grimes  

Cllr Andrew Grimes joined Shinfield Parish Council in 2012 as a Parish Councillor and in 2019 

he was elected as Chair for Shinfield Parish Council.  

Andrew played an vital part in many parish wide projects over the years and personally 

project managed the School Green Centre build.   The building has been integral in bringing 

the community together and become a central hub for all to enjoy. 

Andrew attended almost every event even though he also had a full-time job, he was always 

at Committee Meetings, sometimes over Zoom, but always fulfilled his duties as Chair. 

Before the Annual Council Meeting in May, a farewell gathering was held for Andrew.  He 

was presented with a photobook of his time at the Parish Council, a Shinfield Seedling tree 

with a  plaque, an artist’s impression of the School Green Centre and personalised cards 

designed by a talented member of staff.  

We would like to thank Andrew for his time and dedication to Shinfield Parish Council and 

wish him all the best in his future endeavours.  



 

Chair of Shinfield Parish Council from 28.05.25 

Andrew Grimes handed over to newly elected chair, Cllr Raj Tatla (pictured). Raj will be a 

great successor and brings a wealth of knowledge and experience. 



 

June dates for your diaries  

Committee Meetings - members of the public are welcome to attend.  If you are unsure 

which meeting suits your enquiry, please email info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

• 4th Facilities, 5th Children's & Young Adults, 11th Planning & Highways, 18th Finance 

& General Purpose, 25th Full Council. 

• GRANTS  - deadline for applications 30.06.25 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


Overview of May's Full Council & Annual Council Meeting 28.05.25 

 

Andrew Grimes formally left the Parish Council, stepped down as Chair and Councillor for 

Shinfield Parish Council. 

Cllr Raj Tatla was elected as Chair of Shinfield Parish Council by Full Council. 

Cllr Laurence James was re-elected as Vice Chair for Finance and Staffing. 

Cllr Nadine Masseron was re-elected as Vice Chair for Corporate Governance. 

The meeting schedule for 2026/27 was approved. 

The full minutes will be available soon on our website Committee Meetings - Shinfield Parish 

Council 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committee-meetings/


Our Venues for hire - this month School Green Centre & Spencers 

Wood Pavilion 

Spencers Wood Pavilion 

 

 

 



 

Spencers Wood Pavilion is a welcoming village-based community facility located within the 

heart of Spencers Wood Recreation Ground on Clares Green Road. Ideal for events, meetings, 

parties, clubs and community gatherings, the Pavilion is available to hire from 9am to 10pm 

Monday to Saturday, and 10am to 4pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays. With lovely views 

over a vibrant recreational space the Pavilion Community Room offers excellent value for 

money with the kitchen facility included in the price.  

Capacity Range:  

50 seated at tables 

75 seated theatre style 

100 standing 

 

We currently have several slots available to hire each week, these would be ideal for regular 

hirers:  

Monday 12.00pm -15.00pm 

Wednesday 9.00am – 12.00pm 

Thursday 13.00pm -15.00pm 

Friday 15.00pm-17.00pm 

 

Please contact our Customer Care Team on 0118 988 8220 option 1, if you would like further 

information on any of our venues Rooms for hire Shinfield Parish Council 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/facilities-for-hire/


School Green Centre 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

The School Green Centre is a vibrant and modern hub at the heart of the parish, offering a 

friendly, buzzing atmosphere and a wide variety of spaces to suit all needs. Whether you're 

planning a small meeting or a large celebration, we have several rooms available for hire in 

varying sizes. The centre also boasts a fully equipped kitchen and a community cinema – 

perfect for Friday film nights, events, private screenings and conferences as we have the 

technology to stream to online audiences. It's the ideal venue for clubs, classes, parties, 

corporate events and more! 

There are lot's of regular activities already filling up the weekly schedule - the list is in the 

what's on section below. 

Please contact our Customer Care Team on 0118 988 8220 option 1, if you would like further 

information on any of our venues Rooms for hire Shinfield Parish Council 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/facilities-for-hire/


Does Spencers Wood need a Village Centre  - what do you think? 

 

Anyone who knows Basingstoke Road will know the congestion in the area and the impacts 

that has. Shinfield Parish Council would like to gauge what residents think about a possible 

'Village Centre', if positive, this can then be used to start a dialogue with Wokingham 

Borough Council about how such a location could be achieved. 

A Village Centre would be a space for local shops with appropriate parking and also a 

community area for public events and gatherings. It may also contain other elements if there 

was demand for them. We know that the Body's Farm planning application proposes a 

similar concept but Shinfield Parish Council have already objected to that planning 

application. 

Pls take the short survey  - opens a new window. 

#youropinionmatters 

SPC's Planning objection letter re: Body's Farm 

SPC's response to Planning Application for Body’s Farm Planning application 250517 - 

Shinfield Parish Council - opens a new window. 

https://forms.office.com/e/jzmLqfzx2c
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/news/spcs-response-to-planning-application-for-bodys-farm-planning-application-250517/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/news/spcs-response-to-planning-application-for-bodys-farm-planning-application-250517/


Shinfield Cinema  - June Showings  

 

 

Click here for our webpage Shinfield Cinema  

Get your tickets for here wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema or scan the QR code. 

Join the Shinfield Cinema Facebook Group to keep up-to-date on all showings. 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1490596538402257


Summer Holidays 2025: Children & Young Peoples Competitions 

running July-Aug!  

 

Save the date! More information to follow in July's newsletter. 

All entries will be displayed in the form of a gallery at the School Green Centre for the public 

to view. 

Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places. 



Shinfield 10k & Junior Races  - Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 2025 

 

Wow what an amazing turnout, numbers keep growing every year! Shinfield Parish Council 

supports this event, it's a real pleasure to do so every year, it really does bring the 

community together in such a motivational and supportive way.   

People from all walks of life take part and even those who finish last are still cheered on by 

bystanders!  

#communityspirit  

Congratulations & well done to Shinfield Running Club 

The Power of Running (post from Shinfield Running Club) 

Runners from Shinfield Running Club have been busy putting away the training miles to 

complete various races from Wokingham Half, Reading Half, London Landmarks, Brighton, 

Manchester and London Marathon to name a few. 

On their journey to the start line several members from the club have been working hard 

using their love and power of running to raise much needed funds for charity and here are 

the incredible efforts….               

Chris Wicks - Make-A-Wish £4356 

Phil Knox - Pancreatic Cancer £1251 

Claire Bell - Huntingtons Disease Association £3470 

Hayles - Crohns & Colitis £635 

Charlotte Hemsley - Epilepsy Action £554 

Becci Webb - VICTA £2106 

James Behan - Children With Cancer £1000 

Claire Diffin - MDNA £1050 

Sarah Tickner - Homestart £2450 



Emanuele Crasto - Cancer Research UK £900 

Andrew Haydon - Royal Berkshire Charity, Children & Young Persons Clinic £744 

£17962 in total making an impact to those who need it the most….       

 

Almost a year ago, Chris made contact with Shinfield Parish Council regarding a raffle prize - 

we appreciate you updating us and we congratulate you all on all your amazing 

achievements.   

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

ECO Skills Learning Centre & 3 year anniversary of Lambs Lane 

Repair Cafe  

Post from Billie Bachra - Exciting News!! We have been awarded a generous grant from the 

National Lottery Community Fund for the Eco Skills Learning Centre. This is a wonderful next 

step for the centre and means that we can support, maintain and extend our projects like 

creating birdboxes, hedgehog homes, starling boxes and swift boxes. 

We do need more helpers for the centre in all aspects of this adventure, it's a great 

opportunity to work in a team, to cut wood, help improve designs and make new friends. 

We are very informal and friendly and meet at the Eco Skills Learning Center, Pudding Lane 

Nursery Arborfield every Wednesday between 10 am to 3pm. so if you would like to get 

involved, please reach out to billie@spencerswoodrepaircafe.co.uk 

We also have slots for workshops for June and July.  

 

mailto:billie@spencerswoodrepaircafe.co.uk


 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Lambs Lane Repair Cafe turns 3 - Congratulations! 

Billie said, 'when we started in May 2022 there was Reading Repair Cafe and that was it. 

Now we have 6 in the local area and at least one every weekend. How great is that'? 

Next Repair Cafe 15th June 10-1pm (3rd Sunday of the month) 

'We are very welcoming and friendly and have a versatile team that can cover most 

issues. See less— with Repair Cafe at Lambs Lane Primary School Spencers Wood'. 

e-newsletter from the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for 

Thames Valley, Matthew Barber 

🚨 May update from the PCC  

Report crime and anti-social behaviour (opens YouTube) 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094200507265&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX9PZA5-WQDGHKiyWjpWc_jXmBDB2cv461j8PTXHxb1BilmjMuwE2KEBGftggtg3E8d8u3MkbKJhEh6YmVKJv8PBAE62KKS7-y_WFxVq9v9QRd9Icq25BLI6Gg16EsMxjsldLUvqplF92LXusIwB3Rcip8JrpxcrzywAf_ChDaljJL0pvqYyN1uGKQmYSNYwj3vJW22db0BG6zLlPxjLaHY&__tn__=-%5dC*F
https://sh1.sendinblue.com/all1g1tfglpfe.html?t=1747221889472
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x1jaJBkYu8


The PCC e-newsletter is produced by the Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner every 

two months, and includes the latest news and views from your Police and Crime 

Commissioner. 

If you would like to sign up to the e-newsletter mailing list, full details can be found: 

https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/newsletter/ 

National Meadows Day - save the date 

 

Information from UoR - The University of Reading (UoR) is taking part in National Meadows 

Day at Langley Mead on Saturday 5 July. You are invited to learn more about the restoration 

of Langley Mead, the habitats and wildlife that exist here and our plans for the future.  

https://s-url.co/ekwcAA


We will have a selection of free walking maps and a chance to chat to the University team 

and ecologist at our pop up gazebo at the Langley Mead car park on Arborfield Road. 

We are also hosting a series of free walks throughout the day which you can register to 

attend here - Langley Mead National Meadows Day walks. They include - 

• 11:00 – Exploring the pond, a walk for the kids 

• 13:00 – Wild about Flora & Fauna 

• 15:00 – Langley Mead: Past, Present and Future 

Sign up to emergency text messages from AWE (Atomic Weapons 

Establishment) from 9th June 2025 

 

Letter from West Berkshire Council 

The AWE has a specific emergency planning zone, known as the Detailed Emergency 

Planning Zone (DEPZ), around its Aldermaston and Burghfield sites. This zone is defined by 

the local authority, West Berkshire Council, who is responsible for planning and executing 

emergency responses within the zone. The DEPZ is reviewed every three years, and its 

precise boundaries are determined by factors like geographical features, roads, and 

footpaths. The current DEPZ around the Burghfield site includes properties like Poundgreen 

Farm, James's Farm, and St. Mary's Church and Parish Centre. A map of the DEPZ for AWE 

Aldermaston is available on West Berkshire District Council's website. To sign up for 

emergency text alerts from AWE, residents, businesses, and local organizations in Shinfield 

and Reading can text "A" to 0786 003 0391 for Aldermaston, "B" for Burghfield, or "Both" for 

both sites, according to West Berkshire Council. You will receive a confirmation message 

once registered. To unsubscribe, text "Stop A," "Stop B," or "Stop Both" to the same 

number. These alerts are designed to notify you in the event of a radiation emergency at 

AWE, guiding you on what actions to take. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-meadows-day-at-langley-mead-tickets-1381518140949?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/awe-text-alert


For more information, visit; 

www.awe.co.uk/about-us/our-locations/what-to-do-in-an-emergency-at-an-awe-site/ or 

www.westberks.gov.uk/article/40621/Atomic-Weapons-Establishment-AWE  

Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report  - May 2025 

 

https://www.awe.co.uk/about-us/our-locations/what-to-do-in-an-emergency-at-an-awe-site/
https://www.westberks.gov.uk/article/40621/Atomic-Weapons-Establishment-AWE


 

Shinfield Volunteer Group reported - It's been another busy month and I was grateful that 

some of our footpath monitors/volunteers were able to find some time to not only report 

some issues but in some cases dealt with the clearing side. 

I won't put them up on pedestals but suffice to say we as a group carried out the following 

work during May. 

Shinfield 4.  

This footpath running from Cutbush Lane East to the river Loddon has undergone some 

changes brought about by the hard surface track installed by Reading University. Some of 

the definite path line can be bypassed now by the new track but there is still a section that 

runs alongside Shinfield Grange. This section is prone to a patch of Giant Hogweed that 

springs up. This was reported to WBC and was dealt with. I should say it appears to have just 

been cut and not chemically treated so it will return. 

Shinfield 6. 

The section of this footpath running alongside the once named Magpie and Parrot was 

overgrown. This was strimmed by one of our team. 

Shinfield 12. 

This footpath running from Hollow Lane towards the Lidl store is generally quite serviceable 

but it was felt a small amount of strimming would be beneficial so this was done by one of 

our team. 



Shinfield 18. 

You may remember that we uplifted a section of this footpath adjacent to the M4. The 

Blackthorn does its best to grow out over the footpath line but we want to train it to grow 

up and not out. We could not be sure that our friends at the Countryside Service would trim 

this back in the autumn so while it was minimal and soft we used our hedge trimmer to 

shape it. In the absence of any other pictures I have included a couple for this item. 

Shinfield 28. 

As mentioned in earlier footpath reports this is quite an important little path running from 

the northeast in Leyland Gardens, southwest to Hollow Lane. We have largely regained 

control of the obstructing foliage but there is still a small amount left to do and that will 

happen shortly. 

Also along this footpath at the junction with the very old link to Leyland Gardens which has 

now become a definitive footpath there is an issue with high foliage blocking out the street 

light as it shines down. A number of residents asked if we could do anything about this so we 

asked advice from WBC. They have advised they will contact the landowner with the view to 

getting the foliage trimmed back. 

If you like gardening and feel you could help as a SVG volunteer, maybe cutting a few 

brambles back we would like to hear from you. Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp at ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 



What's on in the Parish & locally 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish


Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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