
SPC Newsletter September 2025 

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

Updates from your Parish Council   

We do hope you had a nice summer! We've been busy with free events for the community 

and the usual parish council business.   

Adopt a Street 

We are delighted to see all the new volunteers helping keep our community clean by litter 

picking. If you want to get involved, we can provide all the equipment and safety information, 

just sign up to Adopt a Street Scheme.  For more information, visit our Adopt a Street 

webpage.  

Church Lane Junction 

Lots of confusion about this project following our post on the closure of Church Lane 

Playground in Three Mile Cross.  We would like to clarify that we continue to have direct 

dialogue with WBC’s Highways department that they continue to develop the plans for the 

work to take place in 2026.  If you have any questions about this, please contact Wokingham 

Highways 0118 9746000. 

Allotments  

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-parish-volunteers/adopt-a-street/#:~:text=Residents or groups interested in joining the Adopt-a-Street,who provide the equipment and Keep Britain Tidy.


All allotment invoices have now been sent out for this year via email, if you do not have an 

email or if this email bounced, the invoices have been posted 1st Class. If you have recently 

changed your email or have not received an invoice either via email or post please contact 

Francesca at Francesca.lane@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  - thank you in advance. 

Summer Holidays Competition results! 

This year we decided to run two summer holidays competitions throughout August, Young 

Photographer of the Year and Miniature Garden.  

Thank you to all those that supported the workshops and competitions, we would 

specifically like to thank;  

Alan, Professional photographer, who gave up his own time.  Donations of materials came 

from local sources Laurels Plant Centre, Shinfield Garden Centre, and Places Leisure gave out 

FREE family swim tickets. 

We had 5 entries, all unique - so we decided all the young people were winners and issued 

them all with a £15 gift card. 

 

Pictured: Shinfield Parish Councils, Cllr Zoran Matic and Benjamin aged 13, who received his 

prize for his framed tennis shot at Shinfield Tennis Club – well done! 

All the photography entries 

 

mailto:Francesca.lane@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


1 - Beatrice age 7 'Sun Breeze' 

 

2 - Benjamin age 13 

 

3 - Genevieve age 9 'Bugs Life' 



 

4 - Louie age 13 'Wise old Tree, Langley Mead' 

 

5 - Tvisha age 8 'Innocence in the wild' 



Miniature Garden Competition  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

6 - Winner of under 7's category - George age 7, well done! 



 

7 - Winner of Over 8's category - Amandi age 9, well done! 

Wow 17 entries in total! 

SPC hosted its second children's and young adults' competition at the end of August. 

Participants were tasked with designing a miniature garden, encouraging creativity and 

imagination. Two workshops were conducted beforehand, providing children with access to 

materials, plants, and inspiration to begin their projects. Materials were generously donated 

by two local garden centres: Laurels Plane Centre and Shinfield Garden Centre. 

In line with our aim to engage more with our community and organisations that support it, 

we were delighted to have the support of Anna Cakebread from Places for Leisure. Anna, a 

keen gardener, offered to help work with the participants, sharing her gardening knowledge 

and enthusiasm for gardening. Thank you, Anna, it was wonderful to have you with us.  

The results were brilliant! 17 entries in total! We had a fantastic array of gardens entered 

into the competition from ‘Candy Land’ to ‘The Rainbow Garden’ and ‘Feather Frontier’ to 

Camping out by the Pool’.  

Well done to the winners: 

Age Group 7 and under:  

1st -George 

2nd- Ted 



3rd – Edie 

Age Group 8-12 

1st – Amandi 

2nd – Tvisha 

3rd - Genevieve 

Thank you to everyone that took part and supported the competitions this summer of the 

entries were fantastic!  

Don’t miss the Halloween Art Competition & workshop during the October Half-Term - see 

the flyers below! 

 



 

Important Update: Cafe at School Green Centre 

 



Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) and Crumbs have agreed that the operation of the café at the 

School Green Centre will come directly under the control of SPC. 

The last day of trading for Crumbs at the School Green Centre will be Sunday 5th October 

2025 and we wish them well for their Woodley venues. 

After a modest refreshment of the café area, the café will reopen to the public on 

Wednesday 8th October.  

We will provide more information in due course. 

We are pleased to say that the bulk of the existing café team will become part of the SPC 

family. 

What should we do with Ryeish Green Pavilion? take the short 

survey 

 

Ryeish Green Pavilion: History and Developments  

Ryeish Green Pavilion is a community sports building located off Ryeish Lane near Spencers 

Wood in the parish of Shinfield. It was purpose-built in the1980’s as a football club house 

and changing facility for local sports on the Ryeish Green playing fields, and also used as an 

alternative for parish council meetings up until 1997. The original aim was to give local clubs 

a dedicated base – essentially a modest clubhouse by the pitches – to host matches and 

training sessions. The pavilion’s primary use was for grassroots football, though a cricket 

wicket was also laid nearby (a non-turf cricket pitch, now disused) indicating intentions for 

multi-sport use.  

A turning point in the pavilion’s story came when Ryeish Green School was closed by 

Wokingham Borough Council in 2010 (the school was later replaced by Oakbank Free School 

in 2012) . The  

school’s closure raised questions about the future of the extensive playing fields in the area. 

Shinfield Parish Council, which already oversaw the adjacent pavilion and recreation ground, 



entered discussions to expand community access. In May 2011 the parish stated it had been 

negotiating with Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) to take over management of the 

former school playing fields in order to “redevelop and manage the facilities for community 

use” . The parish sought to integrate the school’s pitches with its own, creating a larger 

sports hub for residents. These talks were delayed due to major housing development plans 

and the free school proposal, but the intent was clear: local authorities wanted to ensure 

the Ryeish Green sports grounds remained in public/community use after the school shut.  

Wokingham Borough Council undertook a multi-million-pound redevelopment of the sports 

amenities at Ryeish Green in 2017–2018. The project transformed the defunct school sports 

complex into a modern “Ryeish Green Sports Hub.” the original Ryeish Green Pavilion 

building was left intact but somewhat side-lined by this redevelopment. The pavilion sits at 

the edge of the sports ground and by 2018 it was physically fenced off from the new pitches 

and facilities . The new Sports Hub complex provided its own changing rooms and meeting 

spaces, meaning teams could use the central hub instead of the old pavilion for most 

purposes. In essence, from 2018 onward the pavilion became an under-used, standalone 

structure, as the focal point for sports shifted to the hub.  

Ownership/management of Ryeish Green Pavilion rests with Shinfield Parish Council, even as 

the wider sports site is owned by the borough, the parish council has been responsible for 

the pavilion’s upkeep. By the early 2020s, Ryeish Green Pavilion had become underutilized 

and in need of renovation and Shinfield Parish Council debated what to do with the aging 

facility and as of early 2024, Shinfield Parish was awaiting feedback on planning constraints.  

In summary, Ryeish Green Pavilion has gone from a vital local sports amenity to a surplus 

asset over its lifespan. Built to foster village football decades ago, it served its purpose as a 

changing-room hub for youth and adult teams and even supported additional sports. It fell 

under parish stewardship, and through the 2010s was part of a broader plan to create a 

sports hub. The pavilion itself, however, was eclipsed by major borough-led upgrades in 

2018 that provided superior facilities. As of 2025, all known history of Ryeish Green Pavilion 

points toward transition: the building awaits either a new owner or repurposing. The 

pavilion’s story reflects local government investment in sports infrastructure and the 

changing needs of a growing community, from its construction and heyday in local football 

to the present where it stands at a crossroads of redevelopment or disposal. 

To take the short survey, click here, will open Microsoft Forms  

https://forms.office.com/e/86WkYsazE2


Stop Animation Workshops 

 

 



 

These were the first Stop Animation Workshops held in the school holidays at the School 

Green Centre.  

In collaboration with Liz Kerry, Art Space in St Nicholas, Earley. 

The FREE workshops were a pilot aimed at older children years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 6 spaces 

available to book.  Although the first session only had three families and the second two, 

both were highly productive sessions where different youngsters with different levels of 

understanding about the stop motion process created their own stories and made very 

original creative animation videos. They also attempted new techniques such as using rigs, 

sound, storytelling structures, changing points of view, and balancing visual effects on a 

screen. 

Shinfield Parish Council will be exploring with Liz, how we can incorporate this creative 

provision into a regular event at the School Green Centre, for all age groups. 



Shinfield Parish Art 

 



 

The public art project was officially launched 30th July 2025 to find an experienced artist to 

produce a stunning public art installation for Shinfield Parish.   

For more information about this project, visit – www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk  

https://www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk/


Committee & Council Meetings  

 

There were no committees during August, back to usual schedule from September. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend all our committees. If you have specific 

questions or you are unsure which meeting suits your enquiry, please email 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Click here for our Meeting & Committee Calendar 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committees-and-meetings-calendar/


Shinfield Cinema - see what's coming up this Sept & new exciting 

showings you won't want to miss! 

 

 



 

As well as the usual Friday showings in September, we are trailing 'relaxed' showings for 3 

months starting 21st September, these are aimed at younger neurodiverse children with the 

scope to extend to older children and adults in the future. 

These will be held on the third Sunday of the month 2-4pm  - visit Shinfield Cinema for more 

information about these showings.  

We are delighted to announce... Starting October 2025, we will be 

showing National Theatre Live!  

To start 

3rd October Inter Alia at 7.30pm  

Oscar-nominated Rosamund Pike (Gone Girl) is Jessica in #InterAlia,  the powerful new play 

from the creative team behind Prima Facie. 

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema


Jessica Parks is a smart Crown Court Judge at the top of her career. Behind the robe, she is a 

karaoke fiend, loving wife and a supportive parent. When an event threatens to throw her 

life completely off balance, can she hold her family upright? Writer Suzie Miller and director 

Justin Martin reunite following their global phenomenon Prima Facie, with this searing 

examination of modern motherhood and masculinity.  

 

24th October Mrs Warren's Profession at 7.30pm  

Five-time Olivier Award winner Imelda Staunton and her daughter Bessie Carter unite on 

stage for the first time in #MrsWarrensProfession.  

Five-time Olivier Award winner Imelda Staunton (The Crown) joins forces with her real-life 

daughter Bessie Carter (Bridgerton) for the very first time, playing mother and daughter in 

Bernard Shaw’s incendiary moral classic. Vivie Warren is a woman ahead of her time. Her 

mother, however, is a product of that old patriarchal order. Exploiting it has earned Mrs. 

Warren a fortune – but at what cost? Filmed live from the West End, this new production 

reunites Staunton with director Dominic Cooke (Follies, Good), exploring the clash between 

morality and independence, traditions and progress.  



 

Click here for our webpage Shinfield Cinema  

Get your tickets for all our events here wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema or scan the QR 

code. 

Join the Shinfield Cinema Facebook Group to keep up-to-date on all showings. 

Spencers Wood Carnival 20th September 2025 

 

Visit www.spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk for more information. 

18th AND FINAL YEAR FOR DEBBIE 

Congratulations to Debbie and team for organising and running this event for the 

community over the years.  If you are interested in keeping this event going, please contact 

Debbie. 

info@spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk  

We will be there as always to answer any questions you have and this year we have some 

FREE fun games to add to the mix!  

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1490596538402257
https://www.spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk/
mailto:info@spencerswoodcarnival.co.uk


News from the Parish & Borough 

• Money raised by the Eco Skills Centre & Repair Cafe at Lambs Lane 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2025/borough-mayor-attends-repair-cafe-

accept-cheque-chosen-charity  

• Molly Millers Lane Road Closure https://wokingham.today/next-phase-of-

roundabout-project-to-start/  

• The Eco Skills Learning Centre is up for an award! The centre is in the final four of the 

BBC Radio Berkshire 'make a difference awards' in the Green category. They will find 

out in September at the awards ceremony. Good luck and well deserved! Next Repair 

Cafe is on Sunday 21st September. 

For more news, visit News | Wokingham 

Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report August 2025 

 

 

Welcome to our August report.  With autumn taking hold we expect foliage issues to die 

down. Apart from wandering around at random snipping brambles as we go there is not 

much to report. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2025/borough-mayor-attends-repair-cafe-accept-cheque-chosen-charity
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2025/borough-mayor-attends-repair-cafe-accept-cheque-chosen-charity
https://wokingham.today/next-phase-of-roundabout-project-to-start/
https://wokingham.today/next-phase-of-roundabout-project-to-start/
https://www.facebook.com/ecoskillslearningcentre?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUlv2xrwS7TgNqtAX-tbRvMsu0BPrvU75sFDeU3jLemsQy0_UYQ48bK5nGJnI_5LH6XBNG6Fur0oZBZt9s4idOTShEDzKPfSru5QKB0vDF0GEd1SCueFGGno7TYdDt1dTi0lXxC30n2NCAVEwYabdmqHMnCcs8HfeGFkO4azb_bjKOEiA28Sc6k8CaIGqfH8vDrHxgXsJqf41Jpf49_xxwA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news


Reading Footpath 13 

We heard through the grapevine that some of our readers were getting intrigued about 

what we are going to say about this footpath that now forms a popular circular walk in Three 

Mile Cross. We thought we had done quite a good job for walkers given the tools we had 

when we resurrected this lost footpath. Admittedly there were some tree stumps that we 

could not remove so we either covered them or sloped up to them. In a chance conversation 

I was talking to the contractor who looks after the rights of way footpaths for Reading 

Borough Council. The conversation got round to this footpath and he said it is a great idea 

but some small stumps to the side played havoc with his cutting machine. On investigation 

we found there were indeed some nasty little stumps that did not affect walkers but would 

clearly be at odds with the machine. Some of these appeared as the path bed we laid settled 

down.  

I mentioned this to one of the volunteers in the SVG rights of way team and the Loddon 

Valley Ramblers and between us we used a stump grinder to remove them. We proceeded 

and not only cut the side stumps out but also the ones we buried and sloped up to. I have 

attached a photo of just one before and after. The feedback has been good and the 

landowner expressed his delight at the stumps being removed. The obvious pay back is the 

contractor will be able to do a more effective surface cut.  

Shinfield Footpath 16. 

Reading University carried out some surface work on the last section of this footpath where 

it exits on to Hyde End Lane. We are grateful to them as it is a vast improvement. 

If you like gardening and feel you could help as a SVG volunteer, maybe cutting a few 

brambles back we would like to hear from you. Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp at ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 

GOV.UK Alert testing - you don't need to do anything 

 

For more information, visit Current alerts - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/alerts/current-alerts


What's on in the Parish & locally 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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