
 

 

If the view of this newsletter isn't right for you, click on the three dots (top right hand 

corner) and select 'accessibility view' if this doesn't work in your browser, contact 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk for a PDF version. 

Updates from your Parish Council   

Important Update: Cafe at School Green Centre - new name & logo! 

 

1 - We will be giving the cafe a little refresh! 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


 

Thank you to our community for the positivity at Spencers Wood Carnival, we appreciate 

your support. Residents mentioned that the cafe, now on the site of the former British 

Legion building, was also once known as the 'Tin Roof'.   

Note: The Crumbs cafe closes to the public Saturday 4th October and reopens as Tin Roof 

Cafe Monday 13th October, this gives us a chance to get the new menu in place, staff trained, 

and a refresh of the premises. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Shinfield Parish Community Cafe. 



Ryeish Green Pavilion Survey  'LOVE IT or LIST IT' - closing date 

31.10.25 

 

Thank you so much for all your responses so far.  Still time to have your say on on the future 

of Ryeish Green Sports Pavilion. 

To take the short survey, click here, Microsoft Forms will open in a new window.  

Thank you in advance. 

https://forms.office.com/e/86WkYsazE2


Shinfield Parish Art - deadline for public art submissions nearing 

 

For more information about this project, visit – www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk  

https://www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk/


Committee & Council Meetings  

 

Committee and Council Meetings 

Full Council met on 24th September where discussions took place on the following:-- 

• Resignation of the Chair – a new Chair will be appointed at an Extraordinary Meeting 

of Full Council on 13th October 2025 at High Copse Pavilion. 

• Update from Borough Councillors Feedback from a meeting with Greenshaw Trust on 

progress at Oakbank School. 

• Feedback from the council committees and outside bodies. 

• An update on the café at the School Green Centre. 



Members of the public are welcome to attend all our committees. If you have specific 

questions or you are unsure which meeting suits your enquiry, please email 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Click here for our Meeting & Committee Calendar 

Shinfield Cinema now showing National Theatre Live 

 

 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committees-and-meetings-calendar/


2 - Still time to get your tickets! 

 

24th October Mrs Warren's Profession at 7.30pm  

Five-time Olivier Award winner Imelda Staunton and her daughter Bessie Carter unite on 

stage for the first time in #MrsWarrensProfession.  

Five-time Olivier Award winner Imelda Staunton (The Crown) joins forces with her real-life 

daughter Bessie Carter (Bridgerton) for the very first time, playing mother and daughter in 

Bernard Shaw’s incendiary moral classic. Vivie Warren is a woman ahead of her time. Her 

mother, however, is a product of that old patriarchal order. Exploiting it has earned Mrs. 

Warren a fortune – but at what cost? Filmed live from the West End, this new production 

reunites Staunton with director Dominic Cooke (Follies, Good), exploring the clash between 

morality and independence, traditions and progress.  



Get your tickets for all our events here wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema 

 

The first relaxed showing was attended by one family who had never been to the cinema 

before, we are delighted that their first experience was at Shinfield Cinema.   

Coming up next... Flow (U) 

Watch the trailer here  

The Cat is a solitary animal, but as its home is devastated by a great flood, he finds refuge on 

a boat populated by various species, and will have to team up with them despite their 

differences  - this film is without dialogue.   

Visit Shinfield Cinema for more information on showings and the cinema. 

Get your tickets for all our events here wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema or scan the QR 

code. 

Join the Shinfield Cinema Facebook Group to keep up-to-date on all showings. 

https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4772188/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-cinema
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1490596538402257


Spencers Wood Carnival 20th September 2025 

 

 

Spencers Wood Carnival 

Shinfield Parish Council were present at the Carnival on 20th September at the Spencers 

Wood Recreation Ground.  Councillors and staff chatted to residents regarding the various 

projects the council were involved in including the following:- 

• Halloween Art Competition 

• Public Art Project - Shinfield Parish Art www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk  

• National Theatre Live showings at the School Green Centre Cinema 

• Promoting the ‘new look’ café at the School Green Centre – Tin Roof Café 

https://www.shinfieldparishart.org.uk/


• “Love it, list it” survey for the disused Ryeish Green Pavilion 

Fun was had by a simple ‘human fruit machine’ with the opportunity to win a small pot of 

jellybeans featuring the new café logo. 

This was the last carnival being organised by Debbie Johnson and her Team of 

volunteers.  The Council would like to thank Debbie for all the hard work she had done over 

the last 18 years to put on such a marvellous event for the community. 

Shinfield Art Showcase 2026  

 

Save the date! After the huge success of this years' first Shinfield Parish Art Exhibition, we 

are delighted that we will be doing the same again next year! 

If you're interested in getting involved, displaying your art or would like further information, 

please email lynda.hope@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

mailto:lynda.hope@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


'Halloween' Art Competition & Workshop 

 

 



Young Artist of the Year Halloween Art Competition FREE to enter and prizes to be won! 

Prizes for 1st place in the following age categories. 

• 7 years and under. 

• 8 – 12 year olds. 

• 13-16 year old. 

FREE Workshop on 30th October for those participating in the competition, facilitated by 

SPC and supported by Lisa from Artshed. 

Visit, Art Comp 2025 Shinfield Parish Council for more information and to sign up. 

Update on Grazeley Pond 

 

 

Following concerns from the local community about the Grazeley Pond and its condition. We 

would like to update you all that it has been cleaned, that the pH levels seem to be good and 

we are awaiting on a eco specialist to advise us on how we can return it to it's best natural 

state and habitat.  In addition, further monitoring will be carried out to ensure the pond 

remains healthy and suitable for local wildlife. We appreciate the community’s ongoing 

support and will keep everyone informed of any further developments. 

News from the Parish & Borough 

From our Parish: 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/art-comp-2025/


• Macmillan Coffee Morning at Spencers Wood Pavilion 25 September 2025. 

Congratulations to the Social Seniors Coffee Morning organisers and attendees for 

raising an amazing £570!    Ian Young said 'We had people arriving from all over - 

Shinfield, Grazeley, Ryeish Green and Three Mile Cross. Grand total raised was 

£570.00 - highest ever    '. The popular Social Seniors Coffee Morning runs every 

Thursday 10-12pm and everyone is welcome - flyer in what's on section below. 

• SHARE Shinfield, part of the wider SHARE Wokingham a local food sharing charity, 

continues to be a vital service for our community. Run by a dedicated team from 

Share Community Church, the SHARE exists to support people with food while also 

helping to reduce food waste. Importantly, it is open to everyone in the community, 

with a warm welcome for all.Alongside the food available to take home, visitors can 

also enjoy a free café, which provides a space for people to meet, chat, and feel 

connected. For many years, SHARE Shinfield was based at Shinfield Community 

Church. However, due to essential renovations, Shinfield Parish Council is pleased to 

have welcomed the Food Share to the School Green Centre, where it now takes 

place every Monday (except bank holidays) from 11.45am to 1.00pm. SHARE is 

made possible thanks to the hard work of more than 40 volunteers, who collect 

surplus food from local retailers, serve guests each week, and offer a much-valued 

befriending service. On average, 50–70 guests attend every Monday, benefiting from 

the food provided and the sense of community it creates. Share Shinfield is a 

wonderful example of how people can come together to support one another and 

ensure that good food does not go to waste. 

• Update on demolition of old Shire Hall Building: The demolition of the huge office 

complex that used to be the offices of Berkshire County Council is progressing.  The 

Shire Hall office complex at Shinfield Park was built in the Brutalist style in the 1970s 

to serve as the offices of the county council.  Read more here from Wokingham 

Today 

• The Bagaara Indian Restaurant opened last month on the Shinfield Road. Read more 

from Wokingham Today 

• The Natural History Museum has celebrated the start of construction at its new 

state-of-the-art collections, research and digitisation centre in Shinfield.Located at 

Thames Valley Science Park, the facility will house purpose-built storage for 28 

million specimens, equal to around a third of the museum’s vast collection.As a 

major scientific research hub, it will provide innovative digital, analytical, and 

genomic technologies and facilities for the scientific community. Read more from 

Wokingham Today 

• Rainbow Tots Baby and Toddler Group at School Green Centre. We are delighted to 

share that Rainbow Tots Baby and Toddler Group has found a new home at the 

https://wokingham.today/huge-former-council-offices-complex-half-demolished/
https://wokingham.today/huge-former-council-offices-complex-half-demolished/
https://wokingham.today/new-restaurant-opens-its-doors-in-shinfield/
https://wokingham.today/new-restaurant-opens-its-doors-in-shinfield/
https://wokingham.today/natural-history-museum-breaks-ground-on-new-centre/
https://wokingham.today/natural-history-museum-breaks-ground-on-new-centre/


School Green Centre. Previously run brilliantly by Shinfield Community Church, the 

group needed to relocate while essential building renovations take place. Shinfield 

Parish Council was approached to help, and we were pleased to offer space at the 

School Green Centre. The group is now run by a wonderful team of volunteers, led by 

local resident Megan Jenkins, who has done an excellent job re-establishing Rainbow 

Tots after the summer holidays. The group is already thriving, with lots of parents, 

carers, and children attending each week. Rainbow Tots is open to everyone from 

birth to five years old. Sessions are designed to give parents and children the 

opportunity to play, learn, and build friendships in a welcoming 

environment. Tuesdays, 9.15am – 11.30am School Green Centre - suggested 

donation of £2 per family (if possible). A healthy fruit snack is provided for the little 

ones to enjoy Looking ahead, Rainbow Tots will be holding a Fancy Dress Party on 

Tuesday 21st October, with special treats, party games, and prizes! If you’d like to 

attend, please register your interest at the School Green Centre reception - flyers in 

what's on below. 

From Wokingham Borough Council:  

• The next round of the Household Support Fund has now been launched. The Council 

receives the Household Support Fund from central government to distribute based 

on specific criteria. Click here for more information  

• Join the Big Community Switch in Wokingham Borough to explore exclusive energy 

tariffs. Hassle-free, 100% renewable options and no obligation to switch - by 31st 

October 2025. Click here for more information   

For more WBC news items, visit https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news  

Thames Valley Alerts: Advice for keeping students safe online  

For more information and to sign up to alerts, visit Be a safe student - Get Safe Online 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2025/hardship-alliance-launches-next-phase-household-support-fund
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news/2025/explore-exclusive-energy-offers-big-community-switch
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news
https://www.getsafeonline.org/safeonlinestudentlife/


 

 



 

Police release warning following string of ‘distraction’ burglaries 

pretending to be masseuses  

Due to a string of distraction burglaries in Reading, please share this information with 

anyone vulnerable and raise awareness. 

News article https://wokingham.today/police-release-warning-following-string-of-

distraction-burglaries-3/  

More information and prevention, visit https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-

prevention/protect-home-crime/keep-burglars-out-property/  

https://wokingham.today/police-release-warning-following-string-of-distraction-burglaries-3/
https://wokingham.today/police-release-warning-following-string-of-distraction-burglaries-3/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-crime/keep-burglars-out-property/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-crime/keep-burglars-out-property/


Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report Sept 2025 

 

 

Shinfield Volunteer Group Footpath Report - September 2025 

Welcome to our September report. I have not given the parish much time during September 

because I have been leading Loddon Valley Ramblers volunteer teams to lay 60 tons of 

material to uplift Sonning number one footpath along the river Thames. Following on from 

that was cutting back overhanging Willow trees and strimming long grass. 

I did however receive some notifications regarding Shinfield footpaths so here is an update 

on those. 

Residents in Grazeley complained that the landowner had ploughed out some of the 

crossfield footpaths and not reinstated the definitive line. This concerns Shinfield 30 and 32A. 

A more serious issue is that footpath 31A which is a headland path was completely ploughed 

out. This should be 1.5 metres of undisturbed surface but the attached photos show you 

would be walking on soft soil or mud after rain or chancing the ditch. You can bet your life 

that a crop will be obstructing this path in due course. Another issue which I have flagged up 

before is there is no side gate or gap for walkers to go around the horse gate on Bridleway 

31B where it passes Grazeley school. I regard this as an obstruction for walkers. I passed on 

these concerns to our footpath officer and he in turn has taken the issues up with WBC. 



Shinfield footpath 12. 

The SVG and Parish Council are consulting with WBC about getting the Oak trees along this 

footpath between Hollow Lane and the Lidl store protected. Also, under discussion are 

improving the sight lines and introducing some solar lighting. 

Shinfield footpath 28. 

I became aware that this footpath between Leyland Gardens and Hollow Lane had some 

stinging nettles and draping bramble leaders. We removed them. It is with some 

disappointment that I have to report that some residents are throwing their bush cuttings 

over the fences onto the footpath surface. This amounts to fly tipping and is illegal as we all 

know and could amount to trip hazards. We sincerely hope this stops as quickly as it appears 

to have started. 

If you like gardening and feel you could help as a SVG volunteer, maybe cutting a few 

brambles back we would like to hear from you. Our contact details are below. 

Ray Sharp at ramblerray@gmail.com or 07761 251217 

Elaine on 0118 988 2771 

What's on in the Parish & locally 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

A Sequence of Events by Juliet Devon 

“Following the death of her father when she was just sixteen, Anne doesn’t think things could 

get much worse, but the unplanned pregnancy that follows is even more of a blow.  Guided 

by her intolerant mother and a rather pompous and condescending doctor, the baby is put 

up for adoption. Anne tries to forget it all, but thirty years later, she receives a letter.”  



“This is a play that refuses neat endings and constantly catches the audience off guard by 

going in unexpected directions. It allows the cast to flex their acting muscles with roles that 

are outside the norm. It dares to tell an honest and different truth. It entertains.”  

Further information can be found on the Russell Players website www.russellplayers.co.uk 

and our Facebook page.  

Coming up November 2025 

 

http://www.russellplayers.co.uk/
http://www.russellplayers.co.uk/


 



For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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