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Updates from your Parish Council   

Remembrance Sunday 2025 

 



Shinfield Remembers  

Thank You Shinfield Parish Community  

 

On behalf of everyone involved in organising this year's Remembrance Sunday service, we 

would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every member of the community who 

attended. Your presence and support made the occasion truly meaningful, as together we 

honoured and remembered those who have served and sacrificed for our country.The spirit 

of unity and reflection was palpable throughout the service, and it is thanks to you—our 

neighbours, friends, and families—that we were able to pay a fitting tribute. Your 

participation not only commemorates the past, but also strengthens the bonds within our 

community, ensuring that the legacy of remembrance endures for future generations.Once 

again, thank you for joining us, for your respect, and for your ongoing commitment to 

remembering all those who have given so much. We look forward to seeing you at future 

events and continuing to come together in remembrance and solidarity. 

Shinfield Parish Council Grants awarded 2025 

We are delighted to share that we have awarded grants to the following community groups 

and organisations for 2025; 

 

• The Cowshed 

• Spencers Wood Lunch Club  

• Wokingham Job Support Scheme 

• Shinfield Running Club 

• Link Visiting Scheme 

• Berkshire MS Treatment Centre 

• Citizens Advice Wokingham 



• Keep Mobile Community Transport 

• ABC  - Assisting Berkshire Children to Read 

PLUS  

• School Awards for every primary school in the parish, every class, every term - £20 

for the pupil of the teachers choosing. 

• New for 2025 - Young Persons Award Florence D who is raising funds to attend 

Girlguiding International Jamboree in Sweden   in 2026. 

 Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) in the Parish 

Anti-Social Behaviour at Millworth Lane and Ryeish Green Pavilion 

  

Shinfield Parish Council has in recent months faced a series of anti-social behaviour (ASB) 

incidents at Millworth Lane Recreation Ground and Ryeish Green Pavilion. At Millworth Lane, 

youths broke into sheds, scattering broken glass and causing significant damage. Large 

catapults were also observed. At Ryeish Green Pavilion there has been a number of attempts 

to force entry, prompting urgent action to secure these community assets. 

  

We always report criminal damage to Thames Valley Police and worked closely with them to 

address the situation. Their interventions have included taking possession of the catapults.  

  

To prevent further incidents, the Council has approved the removal of vulnerable wooden 

sheds at Millworth Lane and arranged repairs to damaged facilities. Additional measures, 

such as improved building security, additional bollards to prevent vehicles getting on to 

playing fields and site inspections, are being implemented to safeguard these spaces for 

residents. 

  

These repairs and preventative actions come at a cost. Every pound spent on clearing up ASB 

and making good the damage is funded through the Parish Precept – the portion of your 

Council Tax that supports local services. This means that the financial burden of such 

behaviour falls directly on our community. 

  

We urge all residents to help protect these valued facilities. Please report any suspicious 

activity to Thames Valley Police (https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/)


to-report-a-crime/) and remind others that ASB impacts everyone – not just in 

inconvenience, but in real financial terms. 

Shinfield Parish By Election 11th December 2025 

 

Parish Council By Elections 

Residents in the Shinfield North and Grazeley wards of Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) will 

have received polling cards for By-Elections.   As Shinfield Parish Council has not had any by-

elections for some time a brief explanation of the process is given below:- 

Upon notification of a councillor vacancy, SPC informs Wokingham Borough Council who 

then advertises the vacancy.  A by-election is triggered if ten or more residents request it 

and this is what has happened to result in these by-elections. If fewer than 10 people make 

such a request then SPC can fill the vacancy by a process called co-option. 

The candidates for these by-elections are shown in the images below. There are two 

vacancies for the Shinfield North Ward and one vacancy for the Grazeley Ward. 

SPC has held a reserve of £8,000 in case a by-election arose so there is no immediate impact 

on our budgets. However, this reserve will need to be topped up in case there are future by-

elections.  

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/)


 

 

Visit www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/current-elections 

for more information and how you can vote if you've received a polling card. 

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-meetings/elections-and-voting/current-elections


School Green Centre opening times this Christmas  

 

Rockin' around the Christmas Tree Friday 5th December 2025 at 

6pm  

 

Shinfield Parish Council invites you to attend our annual Parish sing-along and tree lighting 

event on School Green on Friday 5th December at 6pm, which will be supported this year by 



Shinfield Players Theatre who will be doing a taster of their panto 'Agatha Twisty' - see flyer 

below. 

The Tin Roof Cafe will be open until 7pm to serve the community refreshments at usual 

prices and hotdogs at £4.50. 

This occasion provides an excellent opportunity for the community to come together and 

celebrate the festive season. 

 

Frensham Green event in Shinfield North on the 12th December from 6pm, sing along, tree 

lighting and the Reading Lions Santa Sleigh will be stopping by. 

 



Shinfield Players Theatre Panto January 2026 

 

Shinfield Players - Agatha Twisty & the Murder in Panto Land 

16th, 17th, 18th, 23rd, 24th & 25th January, 2026 

Showtimes are Fridays: 19.30; Saturdays: 14.00 & 18.30; Sundays: 14.00 

Book here www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/reading/shinfield-players-theatre  

Tin Roof Cafe 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/reading/shinfield-players-theatre


 

 



 

 

JOB VACANCY  

Cafe staff Team Members.  We are looking for two experienced people to join the team at 

the Tin Roof Cafe. 

Visit www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/job-opportunities  

https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/job-opportunities


Committee & Council Meetings  

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend all our committees. If you have specific 

questions or you are unsure which meeting suits your enquiry, please email 

info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

Click here for our Meeting & Committee Calendar 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/committees-and-meetings-calendar/


Shinfield Cinema  

Christmas Special  - two beloved films back to back for £2 a ticket 

 

The Snowman & The Snowman and the Snow Dog 

Watching both these films on the big screen is a truly magical experience that brings the 

enchanting animation and heartwarming story to life in a way that simply cannot be 

matched at home! 

The film’s stunning visuals, with their delicate hand-drawn artistry and gentle winter palette, 

are even more captivating when projected onto a large cinema screen, allowing you to fully 

immerse yourself in the snowy wonderland. The evocative soundtrack and poignant 

moments between the characters resonate deeply, especially when shared in the collective 

atmosphere of a cinema.Classic British animation,gives you a sense of wonder and nostalgia 

that is perfect for the festive season – making it an unmissable treat for viewers of all ages. 



Christmas Relaxed Showing 

 



Coming up in January 2026... National Theatre Live 

 

National Theatre Live 2026 

HAMLET showing on Friday 23rd January 7.30pm  

Olivier Award-winner Hiran Abeysekera (Life of Pi ) is Hamlet in this fearless, contemporary 

take on Shakespeare’s famous tragedy.Trapped between duty and doubt, surrounded by 

power and privilege, young Prince Hamlet dares to ask the ultimate question – you know the 

one.National Theatre Deputy Artistic Director Robert Hastie (Standing at the Sky’s Edge, 

Operation Mincemeat ) directs this sharp, stylish and darkly funny reimagining. 

GET YOUR TICKETS HERE 

For all our showings and to buy tickets, visit WeGotTickets Shinfield Cinema - Shinfield Parish 

Council 

https://wegottickets.com/event/682202
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema
https://wegottickets.com/ShinfieldCinema


Shinfield Art Showcase February 2026  

 

 

We are now inviting Artists to officially sign up to exhibit their work on a first come first 

serve basis.   

Visit Shinfield Art Showcase 2026 - Shinfield Parish Council for more information and 

instructions on how to book your space. 

If you are interested in running a workshop this week, or have any arty film 

recommendations, please contact Lynda at info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk  

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/shinfield-art-showcase-2026/
mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


More litter bins for the Parish 

 

 

Shinfield Parish Council is pleased to share with the community that five litter bins have 

now been installed across Shinfield and Spencers Wood. 

Shinfield Parish Cllr Brett Johnson, Facilities Committee Chair stated 'One bin replaces a 

broken unit in Spencers Wood. The remaining four are brand-new additions around High 

Copse and the Shinfield Meadows, placed to support the excellent community work 

carried out by local resident Edward Shaw.  His consistent litter-picking and detailed 

reporting have helped the Parish Council identify where new bins would have the greatest 

impact. 

Phase 1 of the installations were completed this week and Shinfield Parish Facilities 

Committee will continue to drive improvements throughout the parish in the new year'. 

FYI all our bins are emptied weekly on a Friday and are labelled Shinfield Parish Council. 

WBC also have bins in the parish and the developers have put in new ones too, so if you 

come across overflowing unmarked bins, they should be reported to WBC (details on their 

website) and any with our sticker, please report to us info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk   

Please also note, we are also aware that many bins are emptied only to be refilled with 

household waste, it then takes our facilities staff away from other important jobs to empty 

them. Please be mindful how you use these bins as they are intended for passers by not 

mailto:info@shinfieldparish.gov.uk


residents to fill with household waste. Hope this clarifies. Feel free to message us with any 

questions.  

Donations for Reading Toys & Teens Appeal 2025 

 

Thank you so much to those that have already donated. There is still time to donate, please 

bring your donations in by December 6th.  

Alternatively you can use this link to buy from their wishlist or  donate money.  

For ideas and wish lists, visit https://www.readingfamilyaid.org/what-to-donate.html  

 

Please note: we cannot accept second hand clothes/toys unboxed/soft toys but RE3 are 

taking donations, so please check their website before travelling. 

Thank you to Tim for 20+ years of litter picking in the Parish 

For more than 20 years, Tim Staker who lives in Spencers Wood has been a committed litter 

picker at Spencers Wood Recreation Ground and Three Mile Cross playground, working for 

Shinfield Parish Council.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1LI4DXQEV3UAB?ref_=wl_share
https://www.gofundme.com/f/Readingfamilyaidtoysandteens2025?attribution_id=sl:c3c29f84-4c52-4ebf-829e-a800aa4dc7c8&lang=en_GB&ts=1760559554&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link
https://www.readingfamilyaid.org/what-to-donate.html


We sincerely appreciate all Tim’s hard work, as well as the dedication of all our litter pickers, 

who ensure the parish stays clean and safe for residents, regardless of the weather. 

Thank you again Tim, you've been an amazing advocate for the community and we wish you 

all the best. 

News from the Parish & Borough 

Parish Star! Everly from Spencers Wood stars alongside Dame Helen 

Mirren  

 

Starlet Dance School recently tagged us in their instagram post and their classes are held at 

the School Green Centre. 

'Our Starlet pupil Everly who attends our Shinfield branch is featured in Wokingham Today 

after appearing in The Thursday Murder Club alongside the incredible Dame Helen Mirren. 

        

We couldn’t be prouder of her talent, hard work, and sparkle!'     

Read the full article here 

https://wokingham.today/young-borough-actress-stars-in-netflix-film/


FREE Bus Travel this Christmas  

 

Wokingham Borough 

Customers boarding within Wokingham will be able to get free single tickets on Sunday 30 

November and then on all Saturday and Sundays in December until Sunday 21 December. 

Your journey must start at a stop within Wokingham borough, but you can travel to stops 

outside of the Wokingham area.  

You may, however, need to pay for your journey back if your return journey starts outside of 

the Wokingham area and that area is not offering free travel that day (e.g. Reading town 

centre).   

Reading Borough Council is also continuing the £2.50 special offer on Mereoak Park&Ride 

600, Winnersh Park&Ride 500 and hospital Park&Ride 300 every day of the week. This 

special fare includes parking (except at Thames Valley) and return travel too. 

Read more here 

https://www.reading-buses.co.uk/free-bus-travel-november-and-december?fbclid=IwY2xjawOWrYtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFnTmt6b0JVekt3RTZDb1Foc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnVCeLrpWZthSkww9VA0N42yFzVFjLOlYLPxlTyOJS9S-pRyuL9Hy2oykPXP_aem_99wqnN0orGOPgHnJauo4vw


Link Visiting Scheme 'Kindness Tree' 2025 

 

 

The Kindness Tree is up in the Tin Roof Cafe, at the School Green Centre. 

Thank you to those who have already taken a tag.   

For anyone else interested, pop into the School Green Centre, take a tag, get what's on the 

label and return both the tag and donation to us at the School Green Centre by 15th 

December. 

For all Link Visiting Scheme events, tackling loneliness, during December, visit 

www.linkvisiting.org/activities  

Wokingham Borough Council: Engage & Surveys 

 

https://www.linkvisiting.org/activities


STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY! 

Wokingham Borough Council is seeking views on; 

2,800 homes proposed in major new development 

You can leave your comments on proposals to build up to 2,800 homes as part of a major 

new development called Loddon Valley Garden Village. 

The development would provide almost three-quarters of the approximately 3,930 homes 

earmarked for the new village in the borough’s draft Local Plan. 

The planning application has been submitted by the University of Reading and includes plans 

for schools, shops, employment spaces, a country park and new infrastructure such as 

bridges and roads. 

It’s the first of several applications expected for Loddon Valley Garden Village, with others 

due from Gleeson Land and Hatch Farm later this year and early next. 

The application is open for public consultation until 16 January 2026. You can view plans and 

submit your comments using the reference number 252498. 

Read more here and about other surveys on school admissions, parking, community safety & 

more  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fnews%2F2025%2Fplanning-application-submitted-loddon-valley-garden-village/1/0100019a54c50ecc-8453d072-9857-466d-8ed0-45002afcf3a9-000000/L6df_BUn0WmSiRoM3uWA_lN2OgndPmjREx3rnsVtguA=430
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fnews%2F2025%2Fplanning-application-submitted-loddon-valley-garden-village/1/0100019a54c50ecc-8453d072-9857-466d-8ed0-45002afcf3a9-000000/L6df_BUn0WmSiRoM3uWA_lN2OgndPmjREx3rnsVtguA=430
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.wokingham.gov.uk%2Fplanning-policy%2Femerging-local-plan-update/1/0100019a54c50ecc-8453d072-9857-466d-8ed0-45002afcf3a9-000000/zJxePpr2btTOU2EcxZEg4Rg8rEu-T_7ypA6oaghUwP4=430
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWOKBC/bulletins/3f8863a
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWOKBC/bulletins/3f8863a


Christmas Waste Collections  

 



Thames Valley Police; current campaigns to be aware of 

 

Visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/c/campaigns/ to 

find out more and keep informed. 

What's on in the Parish & locally 

 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/c/campaigns/


 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Come & meet the Create London team to find out more about the new art commission for 

the local area. We want to hear from local residents about how they relate to nature and 

what they feel is special about the local environment. 

What does nature mean to you?  

Free family-friendly, drop-in creative workshop by Create London. 

Saturday 6 December between 11am-4pm  

School Green Centre, Shinfield, Reading RG2 9EH 

Please reserve your place here:  

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-does-nature-mean-to-you-free-winter-animal-art-workshop-

for-families-tickets-1975798588766 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-does-nature-mean-to-you-free-winter-animal-art-workshop-for-families-tickets-1975798588766
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-does-nature-mean-to-you-free-winter-animal-art-workshop-for-families-tickets-1975798588766


 

 



Shinfield Parish Council wishes our community a very Happy 

Christmas & healthy New Year! 

*No email newsletter in January 2026, keep an eye out for our 

hardcopy which will be posted through your letterbox. 

For more information on what's on locally visit What's On and Events 

Calendar - Shinfield Parish Council 

 

School Green Centre, School Green, Shinfield, RG2 9EH 

0118 988 8220 

www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk 

Facebook  

Instagram 

https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://shinfieldparish.gov.uk/whats-on-events/
https://www.shinfieldparish.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinfieldParish
https://www.instagram.com/shinfieldpc/
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